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PREFACE: 


W Have little moré to inform the 
I Reader, by way of Preface, than 
that I took the following Trea- 
tife from the Mouth of the cele= 
brated Profeflor, whofe Name it bears 
in the Title, while he dictated to his 
Pupils, of which Number I had the. 
happy Advantage of being one; and 
that I have given a faithful Verfion 
thereof. | 
The Name of Dr. Afrac is fufh- 
éient to recommend the Work even 
to the moft eminent of the Faculty; 
who are well convinced from his very 
accurate Treatife De Morbis Venerets, 
cand 2 fe WME Mey Ver 
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that he is both a learned and able 
-Phyfician.« It would be therefore a 
Folly in me, nay it would be an 
Affront to his Character to attempt 
any Encomium on his Abilities, fance 
his Works fpeak them; and as it would 
be impoflible for me to fay any thing 
equal to his Merit, confequently I 
fhould thereby injure the Perfon for 
whom I have the higheft Regard and 
Efteem, and to whom I am indebted 
for the greater Part of what Know- 
ledge I have acquired in Medicime. 
— Doétor Afiruc has. indeed been of- 
ten prefled to favour the Public with 
a Treatife on our prefent Subject, but 
he as often excufed himfelf by plead- 
ing his Want of Time: Indeed his 
reading to feveral hundred Pupils, of 
all Nations, which he is obliged to do 
as Royal Profeflor at Paris, and his 
Attendance at Court as. Phyfician in 
Ordinary to the King, are great Avo- 
cations. I had however his tacit Per- 
miffion to publifh what I had taken 
| in 


PREFACE, iv 
in Short - Hand from his Leétures, 
which I have here endeavoured with 
all poflible Care to fet in a full and 
clear Light, regarding more the Mat- 
ter than the Diétion; .if the latter is 
not fo pleafing, I am fure the former 
is very inftructing; and I believe moft 
People had rather have their Minds in- 
formed, than barely their Ears enter- 
tained. 

If this is favourably received, it 
may prevail on the Dottor to oblige 
the Public with more of his: Works: 
If that fhould happen, the World will 
be indebted to me for an ineftimable 
Treafure, and I fhall find an unfpeak- 
able Satisfaction in being the Means of 
fo great Good. 7 
~. To conclude, as I am confident 
the prefent Treatife will meet with u- 
niverfal Reputation and Applaufe from 
the moft skillful and able Judges in 
the Faculty, fo I can affert, upon my 
own Experience, that the Doétrines 
which it contains have been confirmed 


by 
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by the repeated Succefs with which » 
Door Affruc is blefled in his daily 
Practice upon the fame. Principles. 
Partly, therefore, from my Defire that 
the World might enjoy the Benefit of 
the prefent Treatife, and partly out of 
Compliance with the Requeft of fome | 
Gentlemen, thefe Papers come abroad 


from the Hands of 
Thew humble Servant, 
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WOMEN. 

NASMUCH as Woman is Oficina bu- 
T mani generis, the Difeafes to which fhe 1s 

more particularly fubject, {pring from the 
Lefions of the four principal Functions of her 
Parts of Generation; I fhall therefore divide 
the prefent Treatife into four Parts. And 1. I 
fhall begin with Fecundation or Conception, 
it’s Conditions and. Lefons. 2. The next Ar- 
ticle will comprehend Geftation, as it natu- 
rally follows Conception,’ This will lead me 
to {peak of the Nutrition of the Fetus, with 
the concomitant Diforders, 3. The Time of 
Geftation being commonly nine: Months, the 
Expulfion of the Fetus about that Time, with 
the Accidents of Parturition, will be the Sub- 
ject of the third Section. 4. After Parturition, — 


Tam next to confider the Infant’s Nutrition, . 
This 
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This will bring me to difcourfe of the Breaft- 
Milk, its Formation, and the feveral Altera- 
tions to which it is liable. | 
_ Befides the foregoing Diforders, reduced to 
the four already-mention’d Claffes, which 
make the chief Object of this Treatife, as being 
more peculiarly incident to Women; there . 
are alfo other 4/fections, which, tho’ obferv- . 
able in Men, yet, as they are feated in the 
Parts of Generation of Women, they juftly de- 
ferve a place among their Diforders. Of this 
Kind are the Furor Uterinus, Hyfterick Paf- 
fron, Chlorofis,theInflammation, Abjce/s,Schirrus, 
and Cancer of the Uferus, and its Dropfy in 
Confequence of the latter. ‘To which add the 
Schirrus of the Breafts, &c. 


Cuap. I. 
Of the Structure of the Uterus. 


IE Parts of Generation in Woman are 
feveral in Number, fome of them exter- 
nal, fome internal; and they are all fubordi- 
nate to one principal internal Part, called the U- 
terus, This isthat Vz/cus, which the Learned of 
all Ages have efteemed and confidered as a won- 
derful Miracle of Nature, not only becaufe of 
its fingular Subftance and Stru@ure, but alfo of 
its peculiar Qualities and Faculties. 
The various Lefions of the different Fun- 
Ctions of the Uterus being therefore the Subject. 
| of 
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of our Explications, it feems neceflary to pre- 
mife a brief Defcription of the Fabrick of that _ 
Organ, in Order particularly to explain the 
Phenomena of the menfirual Flux, Thus our . 
firft Leffon will be purely anatomical, and the 
fecond phyfiological, 

All who know any thing of Anatomy are 
equally acquainted as well with the Situation 
as the Figure and Structure of the Uterus; yet 


' we fhall treat of each, in order the better to 


\ 


inveftigate what relates to our prefent Enquiry, 

The Uferus is contained in the Middle of 
the Hypogaftrium, between the Bladder and 
Inteftinum Reétum, both which ferve as Cu- 
fhions to fupport it, left it might receive Hurt 
by the Hardnefs of the Bones, which form 
that Part of the Trunk called the Pe/vis or 
Bafon, and which is broader in Women than 
in Men, that the Womb may have Room to 
dilate and ftretch in Time of Pregnancy. 

The Bottom of the Uferus in its natural 
State lies not higher than the Os Sacrum, but 
during Pregnancy it extends, and becomes of - 
a prodigious Bignefs, fo that in the laft Months 


- it fills the greateft Part of the Hypovafirium, 


reaching fometimes even above the Navel. It 
is {ereened againit external Injuries by the Os 
Pubis, which is a Fence to it before, the Os 
Sacrum behind, and the Os Ium and I/chium 
on each Side. 

The Figure of the Uterus, except in Time 
of Pregnancy, i isoblong, fomething refembling 


the Form of a Pear, yet not bigger than a 


2 Pullet’s | 
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Pullet’s Egg; the broadeft Portion is termed 
the Fundus, and the narroweft, the Neck. Its 
Situation is oblique, the Fundus being turned 
backward and upward, and the Neck forward 
and downward, fo as that the Os Timce@ may 
be perceived by the Zouch. It is alfo inwardly 
hollow, outwardly of a whitith Colour, and 
of a pretty folid Subftance. It is a little flat 
before and behind, fo fhaped that it may not 
eafily vacillate, but be the firmer in its natural 
Place. Its Flatnefs may be fuppofed to arife 
from the Preffure of the Vefca Urinaria and 
Inteftinum Rectum, 

The Cavity of the Uferus is flat, and re- 
fembles an oblong Triangle, the fhorteft Side 
of which anfwers exactly to the Fundus, and 
the two longeit Sides lie one on the right 
Hand, the other on the Left, and they are all 
bent inward, or toward the Cavity, formed by 
them. 

Of the three Angles of this Cavity, the two 
which terminate the Fundus, ate perforated 
each by a narrow Dud, which, with Difficul- 
ty admits a Hog’s Briftle. The third Angle 
forms a flat Duct wider than the former, 
which perforates the Neck of the Uterus 
length-wife, and terminates at the Extremity 
of that Neck, by a tranfverfe Opening. This 
Opening is termed the internal Orifice of the 
Uterus; and in the natural State, is narrower 
than the Du& of the Collum Uteri, fo that 
only a fall Speci/lum, or Stylet can be pafied 

through 
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through it; yet it opens and Contracts as Oc- 
cafion requires. At the Edge of this Orzfce 
are feveral fmall Apertures anfwering to the 
fame Number of Glandular Corpu/fcles, which 
difcharge a vifcid Lympbha, 

The Length, Breadth, and Thicknefs of the 
Uterus in Adults, except in Time of Pregnan- 
cy, is generally about three Fingers Breadth 
in Length, one in Thicknefs and two in 
Breadth at one End, and {carcely one at the 
other; yet this Size varies according to the 
Age, Conftitution, and Difpofition of the Sub- 
jet ; for in young Maids ’tis very {mall in all 
its Dimenfions, and tn Women, who have 
their Menjes in great Quantity, and frequently 
ufe Coition, ’tis much larger, than either in 
thofe who have their Terms in fmall Quanti- 
ties, copulate feldom, or in Virgins. The 
Womb is alfo remarkably thicker in the Time 
of the Menfirua ; tor the Blood brought thi- 
ther in Abundance at that ‘Time entring its 
Subftance, {wells it, and renders it turgid ; 
but it grows lefs again as thefe Purgations go 
off. Such as have had.Children, have the 
Uterus yet larger than fuch as have had none, 
and chiefly when but Jately /azd; for at that 
time, the Uferus is filled with a Plenitude of 
Humours. In Women with Child, the Dimen- 
fions and Figure, as well as the Cavity itfelf, 
differ, according to the different Times of 
Geflation, 

I fhall not here controvert the different O- 
pinions concerning the State of the Uzerus dur- 

B 3 ing - 
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ing Pregnancy, viz. whether it grows thicker 
or thinner. The Cefarean Operation is, if 
rightly attended to, the moft proper, if not the 
only Means of determining the Controverfy *. 

The Matrix is connected to the ambient or 
collateral Parts, principally by the Help of 
four Ligaments of different Sorts; whereof 
two are placed above, and two below; the 
Superior are formed of a Duplicature of the 
Peritoneum, and are called Ligamenta lata, 
or broad; the Inferior rotunda, or round 
Ligaments. 

The broad Ligaments, or Ve/pertihonum 
Ale, {pring from the Loins, and pafs forward 
to be inferted in the lateral Sides or Edges of 
the Uterus, a little backward. They hinder 
the Body of the Matrix from prefling too 
much on its Neck, and from fubfiding, or dear- 
zng down, as happens when thefe Ligaments 
are too much relaxed through difficult Births, 
or otherwife, ’Tis from thefe Duplicatures 
that Women with Child feel Pains and Laffi- 
tude in the Regzon of the Loins; they contain 
the Fallopian Tubes, the Ovaria, and Part of 
of the Spermatic Veffels, : 

The round Ligaments, otherwife named by 
Mr. Winflow, the vafcular Cords of the Ute- 

* There was lately at Paris a favourable Opportunity of decid- 
* ing this Matter. In the Year 1740, the Cs/arean Operation was 
performed on a little gib40fe Woman, who was then in Labour 
but could not be delivered by the natural Paffage; fhe recovered 
ef the Operation, but the Child died foon after, The Operators, 
whether through Neglect, Precipitation, or that the Circum- 
fiance would not permit them, have related nothing decifive con- 
cerning the Fact. 

} rus 
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rus are two {mall Fafcicul: of Arteries and 
Veins, interwoven and connected together by 
a fine cellular Subftance, They take their O- 
rigin from the Angles of the Fundus Urert, 
which are two fmall Eminences called the 
~Cornua, or Horns of the- Uterus, and where 
they are fomewhat broad, but grow round and 
taper as they approach the Os Pubis. ‘They 
pafs out of the Abdomen through the Foramen 
Ovale, or annular Openings of the abdominal 
_Mutcles, together with the Production of the 
Peritoneum,which accompanies them,and flid- 
ing obliquely over the Os Pudis, and reaching 
the Groins, they divaricate, in Form of a 
Goofe’s Foot, into feveral fmall Branches; 
whereof fome are inferted in the Membranes 
and Fat, which cover the upper and interior 
Parts of the Thighs. Hence come chiefly thofe 
Pains and Numbne(fs which pregnant Women 
complain fo much of in thofe Parts; and which 
encreafe as the Uterus grows bigger, and rifes 
higher. This alfo makes it fo uneafy to Wo- 
men to be any confiderable Time on their 
Knees ; for their Legs being then folded, they 
pull the Skin of the Thighs downward, and - 
confequently the Uterus; for the fame Reafon 
the elevating the Hands too high, {winging by 
them, or bending the Body too much back- 
wards, may be of very ill Confequence, to | 
pregnant Women; who ought not even to raife 
their Hands fo high as to drefs their own Heads; 
but, if Neceflity requires, it ought to be done 
fitting. | 


B4 The 
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The Antients imagined the Ligamenta ro- 
funda were two hollow Tubes, whereby they 
explained Ejaculation of the Semen in Wo- 
men; but as thefe Ligaments are not tubular, 
and as Women have no Seed, this Sy/fem 
falls of itfelf; nor is the Sentiment of fome 
Moderns more fuftainable, in holding, that 
they fufpend the Uferus, and hinder its rifing 
too high; for in pregnant Women they fuffer 
it to afcend fometimes even into the Efprga- 
firium; neither are they fufficient to keep the 
“Matrix from rolling, in convulfive Motions, to 
which it is very fubjet, and which are fo very 
{trong in that Part, that Plato and Ariffotle, 
faid, The Womb was an. Animal within an A- 
gimal, In hyfterick Affe€tions, the Uterus 
moves fometimes upwards, fometimes down- - 
wards, with fo much Force and Violence, as 
fhews that thefe Ligaments have but little 
Power over it; and we {ee that either a grate- 
ful or ungrateful Smell is capable of throwing 
it into terrible Convulfions, notwithftanding 
all thefe Ligaments can do. 

From what has been faid, it appears, that 
both the Antients and Mederns underftood not 
the true Ufe of thefe Ligaments: However, 
their Action conjointly with the Ligamenta 
Jata, {eems to be intended by Nature to keep 
the Uterus ftraight, fteddy, and firm, in its 
proper Place, both before, and during the Time 
of Pregnancy, in preventing a conftant Agita- 
tion, by the continual Action of the Diaphrag- 
ma, periftaltick Motion of the Inteftines, &c. 


and 


and to help to reftore it, by the Means of Con- 
traction, to its natural Pofition, after Bzrrh, 
as alfo to bring it near the Penzs in the AG of 
Generation. 

But tho’ the Uferws is held in its fares Si- 
tuation, by the Means of thefe four Ligaments, 
yet it hath Liberty to extend itfelf fufficiently, 
when pregnant, for as they are very loofe and 
extenfible, they therefore eafily yield and obey 
to its Diftenfion. 

Befides thefe Ligaments, the Womb is yet 
attached for greater Surety, by its Neck, which 
adheres with its anterior Part to the Bladder | 
and pofterior to the Rectum; whence it hap- 
pens, that, if at any Time it be inflamed, it 
communicates it likewife to the neighbouring 
Parts, & vice ver/a. 

It will not be from the Purpofe here to fay 
a few Words concerning the Obliquity of the 
Matrix, fince it might fometimes proceed from | 
a Faultin the Ligaments. 

The Uterus is faid to be oblique when it in- 
clines either backwards or forwards, to the 
right or left Side of the Perfon, that the Os 
Tince, being diftorted in fuch a Manner from 
its natural Direction, towards any Bone of the 
Pelvis, can {carce or not at all be touched, and 
this, Icalla wrong and preternatural Pojition, 
or oblique Situation of the Womb, and which 
may happen either before or in Time of Preg- 
nancy. : 

The Obliquity of the Uterus may be occafi~ 
ened by many and different Caufes, where- 

of 
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of fome are tranfitory, others permanent; fuch 
are Spafins, inflammatory Tumors, Dropfes, Hy- 
datides, Ulcers ; an obdurate Gland, a fungous 
Excrefcence, a Cicatrive, or the like, either in 
the Urerus, Ligaments, or adjacent Parts ; alfo 
the Weight and Bulk of the Bottom of the U- 
ferus, above the extended Ligaments in Time 
of Pregnancy; for we fee how varioufly Wo- 
men. with Child move their Bodies, bending 
them every Way for Relief, when oppreffed 
with Pain; both fitting and lying in different 
Poftures; all which may eafily give the Womb 
a Tendency this or that Way; likewife an A- 
tony, Strain, or Rupture in any of the Liga- 
ments from vomiting, or other violent Efforts, 
fo that its Antagonift acts too forcibly, Laftly, 
any irregular Conformation either of the Ure- 
rus, Ligaments, or Bones of the Pe/vis. Hence, 
cithee by Weight, Preflure, Contraction, or 
Relaxation, the wrong Pofitions of the Womb 
are manifold, which would be very tedious to 
enumerate exactly here. Therefore we {hall 
only obferve that, if this Obliquity happens in 
Maids, it commonly hinders Conception ; if 
in Pregnancy, it Occafions difficult and dan- 
eerous Births. Therefore, it 1s neceflary fora 
prudent Phyfician, carefully to inveftigate the — 
Caufes which may produce this Malady. 3 
The Subftance of the Userus is {pongy 
and compact, with a copious Intertexture of 
many fimilar Parts; fuch as Arteries, ‘Veins, 
Nerves, and Membranes, 


As 
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As to the Veffels of the Matrix, its Body or 
grofler Part is fupplied with Arteries, partly 
from the Spermaticks, and partly from the Hy- 
pogaftricks, which terminate in the Fundus 
Uteri; from whence the Men/es flow, when 
Women are not breeding. Les arteres honteu/es, 
or the inguinal Arteries, are diftributed in its 
Neck; by thefe Women with Child purge 
away the Superfluity of their Terms, when it 
happens that they have more Blood than is re- 
quired for the Nourifhment of the Fetus; 
which prudent Nature feems to have fo or- 
dered, that the Womb, during its Pregnan- 
cy, be not obliged to open itfelf to pafs 
away thofe Redundancies, which otherwife, 
might caufe Abortion. Therefore we need not 
think it ftrange, that fomé Women have their 
Courfes whilft with Child, and yet go their 
- full Time; becaufe the .Menfes then flow 
from the Veffels of the Neck, and not from 
the Fundus Uteri. The Blood of thefe Arte- 
ries, except what is evacuated in the Time of 
Plenitude by the Menfirwa, is re-conduted by 
the Vene pudendorum externa, Vene Uterine, 
&e, all which are very large in time of Preg- 
nancy; they are alfo varioufly complicated 
and have innumerable Anaflamo/fes, the Uti- 
lity. of which we fhall demonftrate  here- 
after, | 

The Uterine Nerves come from the Extre- 
mities of the Intercoffales, viz. the Lumbares 
and Sacri; but chiefly from the greater Me- 

Senteric 
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fenteric Plexus, which is a Ramification of the 

“Sympathetict Maximt. Hence it is that the 
Uterus hath fo great a Sympathy with the other 
Vifcera; for the Womb is feldom afflicted 
with any Pain but the Head and Stomach 
are immediately fenfible of it, as appears 
by Vertigos, and other Affvétions of the Head, 
Loathings, and frequent Vomitings, Where- 
fore the Uterus 1s compared toan Index, which 
fhews the good or bad State of Health in Wo- 
men. 

All the Lymphatic Veins of this Organ 
terminate in a large Gland, fituated in the Di- 
vifion ot Bifurcation of the Hiack Veflels. 

Now we come to the Coats or Membranes 
of the Uterus, pafling by the ufelefs Divifions 
and fuperficial Accuracy of fome modern Ana- 
tomifts, Ireduce them to three. The firft or ex- 
ternal 1s tendinous, and is a Production of the 
Peritoneum, The fecond or middle Coat is 
carnous or mufcular, compofed of Fibres almoft 
in omnem fenfum \ike a Bottom of Thread, for 
faying they are longitudinal, circular and ob- 
lique, gives not a fufficient Idea of their Direc- 
tion; yet, I own, that the greater Part of thefe 
Carnous Fibres are longitudinal; Nature fore- 
{eeing their greater Ufe in the Funétions of this 
Organ, particularly for Copulation and Gefta- 
tion, The third or internal Tune is ner- 
vous, and thicker than the external one; it is 
full of A/peritzes on its convex Part, for the 
clofer Adhefion to the upper Membrane, but 
fmoother in its concave Surface, that it might 

the 
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the better exprefs the Men/es, and embrace the 
Semen Virile, Thefe Eminences are called 
Glands by fome, but I fhall rather call them 
veficular Bodies, or Colatoria laétea, of which 
hereafter. That there are fuch Bodies, with a 
great Number of other Veffels, is proved by 
Experience ; for if you fufficiently macerate an 
Uterus in Vinegar, then pinch or prefs it in 
fome Parts, you will obferve the gaping Ori- 
fices of the above Veffels to {pew out their 
Contents. 

N. B. That thefe Colatoria are fimply ve- 
ficular in Sheep, vafcular or only compofed of 
Veffels in Swine: But in Women they are 
veficulo-vafcular, or compofed of {mall Blad- 
ders and lateous cylindric Veffels at the fame 
Time; the excretory Ducts of thefe Organs 
gape into the internal or concave Surface of the 
Matrix. In thefe veficular Bodies is fecerned 
a lymphatic Humour, whilft the Patient is 
very young ; but when her Ordzuaries approach, 
and her Breafts {well, or as they fay, dum . 
mamme forortant, this Humour is chylous or 
milky ; in Pregnancy it is ftill more; but at 
the Time of Parturition, it is pure Milk juft 
as we obferve in the Breafts, and that in the 
fame Proportion and Degree: Nay, the Glands 
of the Uterus by Analogy, may be compared 
to thefe of the Breafts, the former being the 
Vice-gerent of the latter ; for the Glands of the 
Matrix feed the Fetus with Milk, as the 
Breatts afford the Infant his Nourifhment. 


We 


44 OF THE DISEASES 


We now come to the Diftribution of the 
Veins, with their particular Texture in the 
Uterus. The uterine cylindric Arteries ftill 
preferving this Figure, particularly at their 
Extremities, till by the Acceflion of other ca- 
 pillary Veffels their Diameters are gradually 

enlarged, at which Time they acquire a co- 
nic Form, and get the Name of Veins, {till 
by their Union and Re-union forming larger. 
- Trunks, which are of confiderable Diameters 
in the Uterus: In which Organ they form nu- 
merous Angles, Contorfions, and Anaftomofes, 
the Reafons whereof I fhall give hereafter. Be- 
fides thefe, there is another remarkable Singu- 
larity obfervable in thefe Veins, viz. Each Vein 
is divided at its Extremity into two Branches, 
the one to entertain the Circulation, the other 
like the Cecum Inteftinum or a kind of Appen- 
dix to receive the menftrual Blood. Thefe 
venous Appendices, efpecially in the Time of 
Conception, become fo turgid by the Quan- 
tity of Blood they receive, that they acquire 
a confiderable Length, and are pendulous on 
the internal Surface of the Matrix. Befides the 
Affiftance thefe Veffels lend us in the Explica- 
tion of the Men/es, they contribute alfo to u- 
nite the P/acenta (into which they areinferted) _ 
to the Uterus. That there are fuch Appendi- 
cesis proved, 1, By Mercurial Injections, 
which pafs by thefe Veffels into- the Userus. 
2. Becaufe no Births happen without a plen- 
tiful Difcharge of Blood, which I attribute to 
the Dilaceration of fome of them by the Di- 

vulfion 
z 
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vulfion of the Placenta, into which they are 
inferted, 3. Thefe are vifible to the . naked 
Eye, in Women that die in- Child-birth, in 
whom they are very prominent. The Structure 
of the Vagina needs no particular Explication, 
being fo like that of the Uterus, of which hi- 
therto. 

We now fee that the Subftance of the Ute- 
rus is fingularly compofed of an innumerable _ 
Multitude of Veffels, and of membranous and 
mufcular Parts; which being a// moft curi- 
oufly interwoven, are admirably formed toge- 
ther in its Texture, that it might be the more 
capable (without Danger of breaking) to fuffer _ 
the Extenfion the Child and Waters caufe, 
during Geftation; to contract in Time of La- 
bour, to facilitate the Expulfion of the Fetus, 
and bring away the After-Burthen, and re- 
turn again to its natural and ufual Dimenjfions, 

The Ufe of the Womb is to purge away pe- 
riodically the Superfluities of the Blood, as it 
ufually doth every Month by the Menptrua, 
. when Women are in a healthy State and not 
pregnant ; as alfo to retain the Semen Virile, 
which it nourifheth and preferveth tothe Time | 
of Birth, 
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C. Hap. IL. 
Of the menftrual Flux of Women. 


ae HE menftruous Purgation is, a Flux 
of Blood tffuing monthly from the Uterus, 
Galen in his Book of Bleeding againft Eraf- 
firatus, attributes the Origin of the Men/es to 
a Plethora. Does not, fays he, Nature herfelf 
caufe an Evacuation in all Women, by throw- 
ing forth every Month the fuperfluous Blood? 
L imagine that the Female Sex, inafmuch as 
they heap up a great Quantity of Humours, by liv- 
ing continually at Home, and not being ufed to 
hard Labour, or expofed to the Sun, fhould receive 
a Difcharge of this Fulne/s, as a Remedy gi- 
ven by Nature. Many, fince Galen, have em- 
braced this Opinion; however, they have ex- 
plained it fo very obfcurely, that it does not 
clearly enough appear, either from what Caufes 
a Plethora fhould occafion the Menfes, or 
what is the true Caufée of that very Plethora 
in Women. Therefore, becaufe we entertain 
fome Hopes that the Nature of this Flux will _ 
more manifeftly appear after a right Explication 
of thefe Things, we fhall enquire, in the firft 
~ Place, whence the Plethora takes its Rife, and 
how it encreafes in Women; then by what 
Powers, and chiefly by what Caufe it difcharges 
the Blood thro’ the Uterine Veffels; to which, in 
the laft Place, we fhall add fome Arguments, by 

which 
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which the periodical Return of that Flux willbe 
in fome Meafure explained and illuftrated) 

To treat the ‘prefent Subject the more me- 
thodically, we are to examine three Things; 
1, The Facts which regard the Menfirua, and 
which repeated Experience has difcovered to 
be true and uniform, 2, Some Theorems de- 
monftrated by Reafon. 3. Conjectures which 
confift in fome fyftematical Explications of the 
Phenomena of Menftruation. 

1. The firft Fact of this morbid Flux (for fo I 
may ftyle it) is, that it hasa {tated Time wherein 
it appears, and this ordinarily (which I think the 
moft conftant Rule) from the Age of thirteen 
to fixteen Years: Neverthelefs’ the different 
Temperaments, Climates, Quantity, and Qua- 
lity of the Aliments, &c, caufe great Variation 
in the Time; for Girls high-fed, or of a hot Con- 
f{titution or Climate, have their Ordinarzes about 
nine, ten, or eleven Years old, as fome obferve in 
Spain, &c. whilft others of a colder Confti- 
tution or Climate,of a more delicate and lefs fan- 
guine Habit, and flender Diet, are Strangers to 
them till about the Age of feventeen or eighteen. 

2. It is known by Experience, that the 
Menfes generally ceafe betwixt forty-five and 
fifty Years of Age ; yet neither is this an inva- 
riable Rule, fince in warmer Conttitutions or 
Climates they terminate at thirty-five or forty, 
whilft the oppofite Conditions entertain them 
fometimes to fifty, or fifty-five Years. It may 
be remarked in general, that the earlier they be+ 
gin, the fooner they difappear, 
. . C , 3. We 
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3. We are next to confider the Quantity of 
Blood evacuated at every Period of this Flux, 
The moft conitant I know, in healthy and a- 
dult Perfons, is rarely lefs than eight Ounces 
or morethan twelve; but this is as changeable 
as any of the precedent Cafes, according to the 
Variety of Conftitution, Age, Diet, Climate, Sea- 
fon, Exercife, or the like; for fome Women dif- 
charge but four or five Ounces of Blood, whilft 
others lofe twenty or thirty Ounces, as we fee in 
plethoricand high fed Perfons. If a Woman has 
few of them, as when grown-in Years, fhe be- 
comes barren, inafmuch as this Blood is re- 
quired to nourifh the Child in the Womb; 
and likewife, if fhe has too many, the thereby 
grows too weak, and the Womb. too cold. 
However, the Quantity evacuated in the Space 
of nine Months, feems to be fufficient to fu- 
ftain the Fatus. But whether it may fuffice 
or not, we may learn from the following Cal- 
culation. 

‘¢ In healthy Women, the menftruous Blood 
«is difcharged to twenty Ounces, which agrees 
« with the Meafure affigned by Hippocrates *, 
«namely, two Hemina’s; therefore the Quan- 
“tity difcharged in nine Months, will be 
“re 7b. but becaufe it fometimes happens, © 
«¢ that the Men/es flow even in breeding Wo- 
«© men, at leaft, for the three former Months, 
<< altho’ in a much lefs Quantity, we may fup- 
«¢ pofe the quantity of evacuated Blood todecreafe 
¢¢ inthat Proportion, that, in the firft Month, an 


* Morb. Mul. lib. 1.§ 15. Half 
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_ * Half of 10 Ounces may be difcharged, in the 
“ fecond } or % 6, in the third 4 or 3% 5, and 
«that afterwards there i is a total Su ppreffion 
« then fubftracting % 214 out of 15/7, the re- 
* maining Quantity of Blood, which the Mos © 
«« ther.may beftow upon the ‘Nourithment of 
«her Offspring, will be Jb, 13 % 24, which 
‘‘ will outweigh the new-born Fetus with all 
« its Integuments, if they fhould be put into 
«<q Ballance; and leave no Room to doubt, 
«© its being able to beftow very proper Nou- 
érifhment on-the Fywdbri0; for the mean 
«< Weight of a new-born Fetus is about 12 /. 
‘«¢ Sometimes it is found greater, and very of- 
«« ten lefs, But if the Men/es thould be fup- 
& preffed i ina breeding Woman, the 15 //d, are 
¢* fufficient for the N ourifhment of the Fetus ; 
« but thofe Women in whom the Flux ex- 
«© ceeds 20 Ounces, as it often happens, will 
sc eafily fupply the Petds with nine Months 
«© Nourifhment, altho’ it fhould be a Mons 
‘ Pig “ 

‘The Duration of ibe Menjfes next prefents 
ithe with Regard to which, we cannot make 
any certain or conftant Rule; for the Flux holds 
2 fome Women for three, four, or five Days on- 
y, snay, but twenty-four Hours; yet in others the 

acuation continues for Leah or eight Days, 
The .moft-.ufual and natural Duration is 
betwixt three and five Days; and that mode- 
tately owing by Degrees without Intermiffion, 
and not all at once; for great and fudden Evae 

Cuations caule great Diffipations of Spirits. 
} C2 Another 
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Another Variety obfervable in this Flux is 
that fome have it more abundantly by Night, 
probably thro’ the Heat of the Bed and Ra- 
refaction of the Blood, whilft others are fub- 
ject to a more plentiful Difcharge by Day. 
All which principally depends on the Sp7ffi tude 
or Tenuity of the Blood. 

. There is the fame Inconfiftency in Re- 
gard to the Periods of the Men/es; the moft or- 
dinary one is a lunar Month, whence they 
have got their Name, tho’ they may delay till 
about the 30%, or come on earlier than the 
27% Day. Nay, they happen fometimes twice 
ina Month, as Duretus* has obferved, in Wo- 
men of a warmer Conftitution, &c. and that 
too, fometimes, without Injury to their Health. 
It happens, that the Period returns not even 
once in a Month; which, however moft fre-+ 
quently recurs monthly. ‘Their preferving the 
Interval of a lunar Month has made the Poet 
fing, 

Luna vetus vetulas, juvenes nova luna repurgat. 

But if the Moon influenced this Flux, all 
Women in the fame Climate, of the fame Age 
and Conftitution would have their Men/es in 
the fame Turns, and at the fame Seafon: Which © 
is fo far from being true in Fadt, that it 1s 
teally impoffible to be fo, 

6. Weare lafily to confider the Quality, Co- 
Jour, and Confiftence of the excerned Blood. 
The Ancients imagined the Men/trua to be fo ve- 
nomous, and malignant, as to be Fate ranked a- 

mong 
# In Holler, 255. 
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mong Poyfons; that they withered and dried 
up the Flowers, marr’d Liquors, tarnifhed 
Looking-Glafles, with feveral other aftonith- 
ing Effects, as their Naturalifts affirm; but 
the repeated Experiments of the Moderns on 
this Subject have convinced us of the Fal- 
fity of this Opinion ; feeing the menftrual Blood 
is found in healthy Women to have no ill qua- 
lity of its own, but to be as good and balfamic 
as any of the whole Mafs, if not tainted and 
corrupted by its long Stay, Heat of the Place 
from whence it proceeds, Ulcers of the Urerus, 
or by the Mixture of fome Impurity, or Infec- 
tion, otherwife contracted. Sometimes the men- 
{truous Humour approaches nearer to Lymph 
than to Blood, and is thinner in younger Women, 
but thicker in thofe advanced in Years. 

The Reafon of the Variety of thefe Pheno- 
mena will be explained in the Sequel. 


Gea ai Pandit, 


_ Of the Caufes of a Plethora zn Women.. 


A Plethora may be either natural or acciden- 
tal,the formerisa Redundancy, the latter a 
Rarefaétion of the Blood. Nature is oppreffed by 
either, until relieved by Dep/etzon, relaxing the 
Solids, or by calming the Efferve/cence by con- 
centrating the Fluid. 

The natural or genuine Plethora isoccafioned 
by the nutritious Juice being redundant in the 
Body ; and that becaufe the Evacuation is unequal 

C 3 to 
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_ tothe Addition, which being confined within the 
Circulation brings that Plethora on the Blood, 
This Redundancy is brought about, 1. Becaufe 
Women generate more Chyle and Blood, than is 
{pent upon the Solids, but is accumulated with- 
in the Veffels for want of being fufficiently ela- 
borated for Secretion. 2, Becaufe Per/piration 
(for by this Secretion the far greater Part of the 
Aliment is difiipated) zs /e/s in Women; the 
Truth of this Affertion will eafily appear from 
what has been delivered by Hippocrates, Galen, 
Sanéforius, Bellini, Sc, upon this Subject. The 
References and Quotations, you'll partly find in 
Dr. Friend's Arguments for eftablifhing the 
fame, in his Emmenologia, Chap. iii. wherein he 
exprefies himéelf thus, 

« The firft is, the Weaknefs of the Sex, as 
«¢ has been obferved. by the accurate Sanéfo- 
“ rius*; and this, indeed, Azppocrates > feems 
“very juftly to deduce from their more deli- 
© cate Texture ; for by how much more folid 
«the Parts are, fo much the more ftrongly is - 
* the Body compacted, But whatever may be 
«the Caufe of this Weaknefs, it is plain 
«that Women are weaker than Men; 
« which is alfo very manifeft even from the 
« Pulfe. For a Woman’s Pulfe is generally 
«¢ termed /enguid, if compared to a Man’s; 
‘© which has alfo been remarked by Galen<; 
‘« befides the moft certain Tokens of Strength 
« are to be taken from the Pulfe. For what 
sis Strength, but that Force which is derived - 


Med. Stat. § 1. §2. > De Gland, § 11. ¢ De 
Cauf, Puls. § 3. 2. | 
€¢ to . 
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“to the Members from the Blood and Spirits ? 
« And how can that be derived, if the Heart, 
‘* by whofe Motion alone the Blood and Spirits 
‘‘ are directed, be not very forcibly contracted? 
‘« But if the Contraction of the Heart be very 
*< powerful, the Pu//e alfo muft by all Means 
“ grow the ffronger. Whoever doubts of this, 
“© may as well doubt, whether there be any ~ 
« Pulfe or not. But to return to our Subject, 
“‘ from what has been faid, Sanéforius’s Apho- — 
“<< rifm may be demonttrated ; for the weaker 
* the Pulfe is, a lefs Quantity of Blood will 
“« be carried to the Glands, not only the inter- 
<< cutal ones, but to all the others, in a given 
<< Time ; and therefore there will be a lef 
« Secretion of Humours: Even that very Hu- 
«¢ mour which is fecreted cannot be fo readily 
‘and forcibly difcharged from the Fibres, 
‘‘ whofe Retention is the more remifs, upon 
“the Account of that Weakne/s which we 
«¢ have now explained. 
«In like Manner, from this Weakne/s will 
“¢ arife a Defect in the Perfpiration; but if the 
“<¢ Orifices of the Veffels be much fmaller in 
*< Women than in Men, (which perhaps, is 
‘‘ not repugnant to reafon, becaufe both their 
«“ Frame is more finely and delicately put to- 
«© gether, and their Bulk always more con- 
_¢ tracted) the fecond Argument will alfo make 
‘‘ for our Purpofe; becaufe there will be a lefs 
« Supply of Liquids flowing into the fecre- 
“tory Veffels. For the Secretion is as the 
“ Velocity of the Blood, and the Orifice of 
C4 * the 
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*« the Secretory Vefiel ; as has been demonftrated 
* by Bellinz, . And therefore, by Reafon of the 
«¢ fmaller Velocity of the Blood, which is 
“ known from the Pulfe, and the Streightnefs 
“© of the Capzllaries, which alfo feems proba- 
“ble from their delicate Texture, there will be 
‘© a lefs Secretion of the perfpirable Matter 
«in Women, 
«< 2ily The Lemperament, which Hippo- 
“ crates*, with good Reafon, affirms to be 
<< moifter in’ Women than in Men, For the 
«© Bodies of Women are much more foft and 
«© tender both to the Touch and the Sight than 
«<< thofe of Men; from which Softnefs of the 
«« Parts, that fame Author very juftly deduces» 
“<q Redundancy of Motfture: For the lefs 
. € folid the Parts are, fo much the more a 
«Fluid abounds in them’. But in Men, by 
« how much more firmly the Body is com- 
«« paéted, fo much the lefs Fluidity is there 
«left; for the Balk of the folid Parts can by 
«°no means encreafe, unlefs the Quantity of 
« Fluids be diminifhed. ‘Therefore the Wo- 
«men, in Proportion to their Bulk, have more 
« Blood than Men. And for this  Reafon 
* it is, that they fooner arrive to their full 
« Growth; becaufe the Quantity of Liquid, 
‘©of which the folid Parts are made up, is 
«¢ more plentiful in them: So that in a lefs 
« Time an equal Quantity, or in an equal 
« Time a greater Quantity of Nourifhment 
® Nat. Puer. § 6, > Morb. Mul. 1. § 11, s De 


Gland. § 11, 
‘f may 


OF WOMEN. 25 


* may be thence drawn, as Hippocrates * ar- 
*e sues, and Pitcarn has fhewn more at large. 
¢¢ Since then the Women enjoy this Tempe- 
« rament, the fore-mentioned Author juftly in- 
«¢ fers, that the Mozffure in them is not dimt- 
& nifhed ; becaufe they are of a finer Texture®. 
«Tt is likewife plain from Sandforius’s Sta- 
« ticks, that mot? Bodies perfpire lefs, and 
* that plentiful Nourifhment is an Hindrance 
« to infenfible Perfpiration, Upon the fame 
‘© Foundation is that Aphorifm fupported*, 
“that infenfible Perfpiration is impeded by 
«« drinking of Water. In like Manner Hippo- 
« crates tells us4, that Women of a watery, 1. é. 
pS ives Very, moift Habit, are fubject to a longer 

© Flux of the Menfes. 

ye BLDG, RYT Spent at Home, and not much 
« inured to Labour: And therefore Galen jutt- 
«ly concludes, that a Plethora takes its Origin 
«¢ from hence, as does alfo that excellent In- 
“6 terpreter of Nature, Hzppocratese: For, as 
_« Sanétorius remarks‘, Bodies become lighter 
ss by Exercife, inafmuch as all the-Rarts, the 
«“ Mujcles efpectally, and Ligaments, are purg- 
s§ ed from any Excrements by Motion, the per- 
“< pirable Matter is prepared for Exbalation, 
«and the Spirits become more fubtile, There- 
“* fore whatever fuperfluous Humour there may 
s¢ be, it is the more forcibly thrown forth ; 
s* for Hippocrates * has very well remarked, 


® Morb. Mul. 1. § Ir. b De Gland. § 11. © Med. 
Stat, §.67.° 7 Sak pr Ge r,t Deland Grr, oP sg: 
® Morb: Mul, 1. 143. - : . 
: Ra s¢ that 
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“that any Humidity is carried off by Labour, 
« But, on the other Hand, the Body becomes 
‘the heavier thro’ too much Reff, and there 
“is a Redundancy of Humours within the Vef- 
«« fels, upon the Account of the retained Per- 
«‘ fpiration: ‘Therefore the fame Sanéforius, 
«rightly teaches us, that Per/pzration, when 
<< it 1s defechive in healthy Perfons, 1s made up 
“ by Eexercife*. 

“Perhaps fome will inquire, why I 
‘*¢ contend for a fmaller Perfpiration in Wo- 
‘© men, fince we may obferve, that they ge- 
‘*‘nerally fweat as profufely as Men. But 
“if any one doubts this, he may learn from 
‘¢ Sanétorius>, that there is fo little an Agree- 
*¢ ment between Per/piration and Sweat, that 
«© they have hardly any Thing in common ; 
*‘ that, on the other Hand, the more this is 
*¢ promoted, fo much the more is the other di- 
¢ minithed ; it is evinced both by Reafon and 
s¢ Staticks*, “that the Perfpiration becomes lan- 
<¢ guid for fome Hours, nay, perhaps, for 
** fome Days, if a Sweat fomething too pro- 
‘* fufe has preceded, 

*¢ Tt may eafily be objected to the laft Argu- 
« ment of an zd/e Life, that there are many 
¢¢ Women indeed accuftomed to Labour, who 
‘* are not therefore exempted from the Men/es. 
«+ But the Reader will remember, that Sloth is 
¢* not the only Caufe ofa menftruous Plenitude; 
‘and that however the Woman may inure 
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« herfelf to Labour, fhe ftill carries about with 
‘her, her moifi temperament, and weakly 
“ Difpofition. But if an athletick Life, and 
«a dry Conftitution happen to any one, it 
«¢ may, perhaps, be doubted, whether that Wo- 
*¢ man will be fubject to the Menfirua. The 
«¢ Obfervations of Practitioners certainly make 
<¢ much for our Side, that thofe Women in 
‘‘whom the Men/es have been wanting, 
<< were Virago’s*, of a very hot Conftitution;— 
«< who, fince they approach near to the ma/- 
‘¢ culine Robufinefs, and are very much accu- 
ss ftomed to Labour, eafily digeft all their A- 
«‘ liment, and difcharge it thro’ the Pores», 
«© Therefore Galen obferves‘, that there is a 
«< ftronger Pulfe in thefe Women. In like 
s¢ Manner Sennertus writes4, that Dancers are 
«¢ deftitute of their Menfes. And Foreftuss 
«« has obferved the fame of Szagers : Which is 
« alfo confirmed by Experience. Exercife, in- 
<¢ deed, caufes that the Evacuations in thefe 
<< feveral Perfons anfwer to the Quantity taken 
«© in; and that therefore there is no want of a 
«« monthly Difcharge.” | 
A Defe& in Perfpiration may alfo occafion- 
ally proceed from catching of Cold, or by ex- 
pofing the Body to windy or rainy Weather; 
fleeping in the open Air, efpecially in the E- 
vening ; going by Water; changing the Ap- 
parel; living under Ground, &c. The Ob- 
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ftruction is greater or lefs, according to the 
Strength or Duration of the Caufe. 

| The accidental or fpurious Plethora is occa- 
fioned chiefly by a Fever, hard drinking, high 
feafoned Meats, violent Exercife, Paffions of 
the Mind, Watchings, Mercurials, and Plants, 
called Emmenagogues: All which either intro- 
duce a Plenitude into the Blood, attenuate its 
Particles, and throw it into a brifker Motion, 
or irritate the Veffels with a certain Stzmulus, 
Hence, either by a Contraction of the vafcular 
Parts, a Velocity of the Fluid, or an Augmen- 
tation of its Quantity, the Momentum of the 
Blood is encreafed. Thefe are what I call in- 
difputable Fats; and which will more plainly 
appear from the following Axioma. 

The Momentum of any Body, or that Force 
by which a Body continually endeavours to de- 
part from its place, is encreafed, either by aug- 
menting the Celerity, or the Quantity of Mat- 
ter, or both. 

It is fhewn by this Propofition, why from 
‘an encreafed Plethora the Blood fhould break 
out of its Channels; for it is very clear of it 
felf, how the Momentum of the Blood in a 
Plethora is encreafed, the Velocity remaining 
the fame; becaufe the Quantity is encreafed : 
But if the Velocity be alfo encreafed, the Mo- 
mentum will be fo much the greater, Never- 
. thelefs in a Plethora there is always an encreafe 
not only of the Blood, but alfo of the Ve/oczry, 
unlefs there be too great a. Lentor or Vifcidity 
in the Blood; for if it be rightly mingled and 

com- 
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comminuted, the more it encreafes in Bulk, 
the greater Quantity of Spirits is fecreted; but 
the larger the Quantity of Spirits 1s, fo much 
the oftener and more forcibly the Heart is con- 
tracted: So that if a Plethora fhould be occa- 
fioned, the Blood muft neceflarily circulate 
with a greater Velocity, and therefore ftrike 
againft any Impediment with the greater Mo- 
mentum, Hence a Plethora is agreed to be the 
primary Caufe of the Menjfes. > 


CH AvP, bi bVis 3 
Of a hosmancicaie Caufe and Manner; 


how the Menfes are occa/fioned. 


AVING demonftrated the Exiftence of 
a general Plethora, and the Conforma- 
of the Veffels of the Uterus to be fuch as 
wé¢ have explained, it will not be difficult to 
fhew by what Means the Blood is difcharged 
by the Uterine Veffels. This we fhall prove 
by the following Theorems. . 
: Theorems on the Menfes. | 
1. Moft Authors agree that the menftrual 
Blood is difcharged by Veins, ‘as its Stz//icz- 
ium argues, as alfo its dark Colour unlike 
the bright red Blood of the Arteries, The Stru- 
Gure of the Uterus proves the fame Thing; for 
this Blood is difcharged by the fame Veffels, 
pe | VIZ. 
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viz. the venous Appendices which convey the 
Humours to the Placenta; but Reafon and 
Experience demonftrate that thefe are Veins, 

2. This Effufion of Blood in Menffruation 
does not happen thro’ the Rupture of the men- 
tioned Appendices or Vene cece ; but rather 
by their Expanfion and natural Explication, 
or, as we may better exprefs it in Latin, per 
debifcentiam of their Extremities, nor are they 
ruptured or forced; for this would otherwife 
give room to Tafeatiaen wang 
which, as 1t does not happen, we may con- 
clude there are more natural Paffages than the 
Rupture of the faid Appendices. 

3. Thefe Paflages are not procured in the 
cylindrick Extremities of the Arteries; for thefe 
degenerate into. their correfponding Veins, fo 
that the Blood by this kind of Anaffomofis is 
continued by an uninterrupted Courfe from 
the one into the other ; wherefore I conclude 
once more, that it is difcharged by the APPR Gr 
faid lateral Appendices. 

4. The menftrual Blood is SSA dif- 
charged by the Veffels of the Uferus, as the 
Relaxation of the Os uferi, and the Stigmata 
or red Spots, &c, obfervable in the Uterus of 
Women who die during this Evacuation, fof- 
ficiently prove... Moreover in the, Hydrops ux 
feri, Sc. wherein the Os ateri1s-clofed, Wo:= 
men have little or no: Menj/irua....Neverthe- 
lefs feveral Obfervations: affure us, that in the 
above Cafes, the Vagina has fometimes afford» 
ed very confiderable Menfirua, as we alfo ob- 

ferve 
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ferve in Pregnancy. Nor is this to be admired, 
fince the Structure of the Vagina is much 
the fame with that of the Uferus, The third 
and laft Article comprehends the Conjectures 
framed for the Explication of fome of the Pha- 
nomena of Menftruation. ‘Thus it is fuppofed 
that there is a preter-natural Plenitude or P/e- 
thora in the uterine Veffels; otherwife it would 
be inconceivable how the Blood could expand 
and open the faid 4ppendices. Moreover this 
Iniarction of the Veffels of the Uterus, is 
proved by the various Symptoms of the men- 
ftrual Purgation, as Weight and Pain in the 
Hypogaftrium and Region of the Kidneys, Heat 
of Urine, and of other abdominal wfcera, Se. 
This particular Plethora, is more or lefs in- 
tenfe, according to the general one or Quan- 
tity of the whole Mafs of Blood: Yet, though 
you extract double the Quantity of the men- 
ftrual Flux from the whole Mafs, by Venefe- 
€tion, it will not be as wholefome nor check 
the Violence of the Symptoms, as the ordina- — 
ry Quantity by the Veffels of the Uterus. Add 
to this, that there are fome reduced, impove- 
rifhed Conftitutions, which have resular Men- 
ftrua; yet have little or no eeneral Plethora. | 
All which, I think, evidently proves the ne- 
ceflity of a particular one, 

But how is this particular Plenitude form- 
ed? Not, Iam fure, by the particular Stru- 
Eure of the Veins, their Anafiomofis, 8c. as 
fome imagine: For thefe cannot put a Stop to 
the rolling Blood, nor colle& a fufficient 


Quantity 
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Quantity at the ftated Times of Menftruation. 
So we are to feek for fome more evident Caufe, 
which I derive from the Compreffion of the 
uterine Veins by the periodical Diftention of 
the Colatorta Iaéfea of the Womb, which ne- 
ceflarily lean on the yielding Veins within 
their Reach. ‘The Veins being once diftended, 
they comprefs the Co/atoria in their Turn: 
To this add, that the Heat of the Blood in the 
diftended Veins, doth rarify and diffolve the 
milky Humour of the Co/atorta, whereby it 
becomes more fluxil. Thus Women at the 
Approach of their Menfes have their Parts 
commonly bathed with a lymphatic or milky 
Humour, for three or four Days before the 
fanguin Evacuation ; this chylous Flux fome- 
times only attends and ftreaks the fanguin one ; 
nay it frequently follows it only.’ Thus the 
uterine Colatoria and Appendices mutually 
comprefs each other, till they difburthen them- 
felves of their faperfluous Contents, 
_. The Site of the Urerus, the Defect of Valves. 
in the Veins, the want of mufcular Action to 
promote the Circulation, and the lateral Pref 
fate of the incumbent Fluid may alfo contri- 
bute to this Difcharge: ‘Thus we fee the Urerus, 
with Refpect to all the other ifcera, is by far 
the moft proper and beft contrived for evacuat- 
ing the Menjes. ‘Thefe are fimple and un- 
. doubted Principles; which yet are not more 
true than eafy to be underftood. 

Some fay, that no Animal is fubject to Ca- 
tamenia, but Women and Apes; yet I may 

juftly 
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juftly affirm, that all other Animals are as well, 
particularly Batches when proud; nay all o- 
ther Animals when in that State; which I 
own does not happen fo frequently or regular- 
ly as in Women or Apes; the other Females 
having their Menfirua v. & twice a Year or 
the like, 


Of Dr. Freind’s Opinion of the Menftrual 


Flux. 


Befides the general Plethora, which fome- 
what concurs to the Produétion of the particular 
one in the Uterus, according to the above cited 
Author ; he principally derives the uterine P/e- 

bora from the various Diffemination of the 
uterine Veffels; namely, from their different 
Angles, Contorfions, Anafiomofes, &c. as ap- 
pears from the Doctor’s Words, which are 
as follows: ** The Branches of the Arteries, as 
“well as Veins, are united together on both 
«« Sides by an Ana/tomofis, which are not car- 
‘ried to the Uferus in a direct Courfe, but 
“¢ being varioufly entangled and writhed among 
‘< themfelves, creep along in crooked, and as 
“it were in sapere ies Traces.” From thefe 
writhed Infleétions, 1. He proves the uterine 
Plethora, by etal that Vefiels, the more 
they are writhed, and twifted with one an- 
other, become fo much the longer: But upon 
the Account of their length they receive the 
more Blood between their Sides; the Quan- 
tity therefore, of Blood being encreafed, the 

D Momentum 
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Momentum alfo is encreafed, unlefs there be 
 teo great a Lentor or Vifcidity in the Blood 
whence an Eruption thro’ the Coats is render- 
ed the more eafy, 2. From the fame Configu- 
ration or Texture he proves the Rupture of the 
evanescent Arteries of the Uterus, in fhewing by 
how much nearer the Veffels approach towards 
a Curve, t.e. by how much the more oppofite 
they are to the Direction of the Fluid, fo much 
greater will be the Refiffance of the Veflels; and 
that in the Ratio of the Sine of the Angle of In- 
cidence: And therefore the Magnitude of the 
Strokes will be the greater; from whence alfo 
a greater Force will be derived to the Fluid. 
Thefe Arguments, tho’ true in themfelves, 
yet prove nothing in Favour of the Do- 
—€or’s Opinion: For every Body will allow 
that a writhed Tube will contain more than 
a {trait one; and that the more inflected it is, 
the more it will refift the DireCtion ofa Fluid; 
yet I deny that by thefe Izcurvations he proves 
either a particular Plethora in the Uterus, or 
a Rupture of its Veffels, more than in the o- 
ther Vifcera of the Body where fuch are 
found. The fuperfluous Blood of the Uterus be- 
ing therefore intended by Nature for the Nou- 
rifhment of the Infant when in the Womb: 
Five principle Difficulties may be made againft 
this Sy/fen, 


1. That the Author was not fufficiently ac- 
guainted with the Stru€ture of the Organ, the 
Afeétions of which he pretended to explain ; for 

| he 
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he was ignorant of the°Colatoria laéea and 
Appendices ceci, which we mentioned, and 
which afford the greateft Light in the Expli- 
cation of the menfirual Flux; wherefore he 
could not exprefs himfelf dtherwifes than in 
general Terms in the Explication of the men- 
ftrual Phenomena. 

2, It would be morally impoffible: in his 
Sentiment, that a poor reduced Conftitution 
fhould be fubject to this Evacuation, whereas 
it entertains no general Plethora; neverthelefs 
Experience proves the contrary, tho’ fuch a 
Patient has not fo abundant a Flux as ufual: 
Confequently the uterine Plethora in fuch a 
Subject, is not owing in any Mealure to a ge- 
neral one, but rather to fome Impediment in 
the Uterus; whereby a Plethora is therein col- 
lected, juft as we fee a Collection of Blood in 
any Member of the Body in 1 Confequence ot 
a Ligature. 

Having refated the Doétor’s Reafons of the 
uterine Plethora, deduced from a general one, 
we fhall immediately fhew the Weaknefs of 
his Arguments borrowed from the Structure 
of the uterine Veins. 

3. Dr. Freind maintains that the menftrual 
Blood is difcharged by the ruptured Veflels of 
the Uterus; but fuch a Dilaceration could 
not happen fo frequently as once a Month, 
without caufing Inflammation and its Confe- 
quences. For, why do we fee the Hemor- 
rhoids fo frequently followed by Inflammation, 
Abceffes, Ulcers, Fiftule, &c, but becaufe ng 

Di the 
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the Rupture of the hemorrhoidal Veins. More- 
over it would be too injurious to Nature and in- 
confiftent with her Simplicity, that a Flux 
which ordinarily returns twelve or thirteen 
Times a Year, fhould fo often happen by the 
Rupture of the Veffels. For we are only to con- 
fider the eafy and imple Methods of Nature in 
the Exercife of the other Fundtions of the hu- 
man Body, which admit not of this Violence. 

4. Our Author imperfectly defcribes the 
Functions of the Uterus; for it is not enough 
to fay, that the uterine Veffels are expanded, 
mollified, and rendered more flexible, in Or- 
der to give Iffue, to the Blood in the approach- 
ing Menjtrua; but he fhould alfo explain how 
the Veffels difburthen themfelves of their P/e- 
thora, and that even after a natural Manner. 
This I have added, by proving that the 4p- 
pendices cect are permeable by the pertures 
in their Extremities, 

5. We may likewife farther infer from this 
Syfiem, that the Fetus cannot be fupported 
by the Men/es in the laft Months of Preg- 
nancy, by reafon the Caufes which Dr. 
Freind affigns for the uterine Plethora, name- 
ly, the various Contorfiens, &c. do not then 
fubfift, as may be learned from his own Words. 
‘«¢ Indeed the uterine Veffels being thus artifici- 
‘cally writhed, they eafily yield to the grow- 
« ing Uterus, and in the laf? Months of Preg- 
“< nancy are almoft brought to a direct Line+,” 


* Freind’s Em menolog. Cap. vi. p. 23. 
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Thefe Writhings being at that Time oblite- 
rated, there can be therefore no Accumulation 
of Bloodrin the Uferus, nor any Obex or Im- 
pediment to refift the Momentum of the Fluid, 
and confequently there will be no uterine Flux 
in the laft Months of Pregnancy; therefore 
the Fetus, for want of a due Supply of Blood 
at a Time it confumes moft, muft inevitably 
perifh. Yet, this alfo, is contrary to the Do- 
éor’s own Words, viz. ‘* The Menjes are not 
‘* deficient, altho’ the Woman be great with 
"© Child*.” 


From what we have hitherto faid of Dr. 
Freind’s Sentiment of the menftrual Flux, we 
may conclude, that it cannot be naturally ex- 
plained in his Sy/fem, without adding thereto 
what we have faid of the Matter. Nay, what 
is more, the particular Plenitude of the Uterus 
could never happen in our Author’s Opinion; 
for the Caufe he affigns for this Purpofe, is 
The Contorfions, different Angles, and Wind- 
ings of the uterine Veflels; but all thefe are 
infufficient to put a Stop to the circulating 
Blood, fo as to colleét a fufficient Plethora in 
thisOrgan ; otherwife feveral Plethora’s would 
happen, where all thefe Complications of 
Veins and Arteries are to be met with in the 
human Body. 

From the whole we may now reafonably 
conclude our Sy{tem to be the moit preferable, 


* Freind’s Emmenolog. Cap. viii. p. 63. 
3 as 
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as being the beft calculated for explaining not 
only the Phenomena of the Menjfes, but alfo 
every other wferine Evacuation; and that after 
_ the moft fimple, natural, and eafy Manner 
from our Doétrine of the Colatoria laéfea and 
Appendices ceci: Moreover the very Method 
of Cure, particularly fayours our Opinion, 
inafmuch as the Indications coincide with 
our proceffus curandt, which is entirely the re- 
verfe in the Doctor’s Sentiment, whereas the 
Indications and his Method of Cure are quite 
repugnant: For the Bafs of his Syftem con- ° 
fifts in the Rupture of the evanefcent Arteries, 
or of thofe Parts where the Veffels take the 
Name of Capillaries; which confequently in- 
dicates to procure a Tenfion in the Veflels, and 
not a Relaxation, which confifts in a Supple- 
nefs and Flexibility of the Fibres, which his 
Method of Cure tends to effect. If one has a 
Mind to break the Veffels, methinks ’tis go- 
mig the wrong Way about it, to make them 
fupple, pliant, tractable, yielding; for the 
more flexible and yielding they are, the lefs 
they are difpofed to be broken; the more fup- 
ple, fure the lef frangible; a dry Cord will 
fooner break than a moift one; and if: Dr, 
Freind had taken a little Notice of this, he 
would have obferved, that a dry and hard 
Veffel is more frail and eafy to be broke, than 
a pliant, foften’d, moiften’d one. What View 
then could this-able Phyfician have? and 
what Indication leads him to relax the Vef- 

fels, 
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fels, by Emollients, fuch as Baths, Pumiga- 
tions, Fomentations? 


Ch Hi AicPasass 
Problems on the Menftrual Flux.- 


I, ee the Menfes gzven to Women? 

To render them the more apt for 
Conception, 1. By forcibly exciting them to 
Coition. 2. Inafmuch as they fo open the 
uterine Paffages, that the Semen has a freer 
Entrance into the Uferus, 3. By affording 
Nutriment to the Fetus, when fupprefled by 
Pregnancy. 4. They are alfo evacuated for 
the Health’s Sake. Thus we fee that Wo- 
men have an Exuberance of Blood, that it 
might be fufficient to nourifh not only their 
own Bodies, but alfo afford Suftenance for 
their Offspring. This is, indeed, wholly 
congruous to Experience, and the Hiftory of 
Phyfick. 

2. Why do the Menftrua appear at the Age 
of Puberty, or about the thirteenth or 
fourteenth Year, and why the Breajis at 
the fame Time, inftead of their ufual 
Lymph, begin to fecern Milk? 

_ This is owing to the greater Quantity of 
Chyle formed at that Time, than is neceflary 
to nourifh the Body ;_ this is conveyed along 
with the Lymph to the Breafts, where it fet- 

D 4 tles, 
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tles, being unfit through its Spiffitude, to be 
wafted thro’ the {mall Lymphatics, which 
convey the Lymph from the Breafts to the ax- 
illary Glands, and thence into the Blood. Part 
of the fuperfluous Chyle is alfo derived to 
the Colatoria lattea of the Uterus, by the 
Lymphatick Veflels; Thefe being diftended 
comprefs the venal Appendices, which are 
obliged thus to difcharge their Contents; 
whence the Menfirua. From hence you may 
learn, that Women whofe Bodies require 
no great Nutrition, who make much Chyle, 
have large and full Breafts, will have alfo plen- 
tiful Menjirua; for you may generally affert 
of the Matrix what is obfervable in the Breafts, 
with regard to their Diftenfion and Quantity 
of Humours, 

3. Why ves ¢ the Menfes appear before the 

Age of Puberty ? 

Becaufe the Body being hitherto tender and 
growing, the Fibres are fo flexzdle, that all the 
Pores, as Hippocrates remarks, are eafily per- 
vious and perfpirable; which 1s fufficiently 
proved by that Difpofition to Sweat, which 
is found in Perfons very young: ‘Therefore, 
whatever Alimentiis taken in, it either goes 
to the nourifhing of the Parts, cr if there be 
any Superfluity, it is readily thrown forth by 
the Pores; whence there is no Plethora accu- 
mulated at that Age, to promote the Afen/es. 

But fince the Fibres by the encreafing of 
the Body become more /olid and hard, which 
always happens about the Age of Puderty, it 

is 
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is neceffary that the Pores or Orifices of the 
Capillary Veflels become ftreighter than be- 
fore; fo that, the Orifices being contra¢ted, 
there is a lefs Secretion made by the fmalleft — 
Veflels, The Secretion therefore becoming 
by this Means defective, there is a Redundan- 
cy of thofe Humours in the Blood, which are 
‘left remaining after the Parts are nourifhed; 
by which Redundancy of Humours the Menjes 
are excited. In like Manner, for the fame 
Caufe, there alio frequently happens to Boys 
about the Age of Puberty an Hemorrhage at 
the No/e. But becaufe this Hardnefs of the 
Fibres is brought on gradually and flowly, 
the Plethora therefore is in like Manner 
encreafed by Degrees; fo that at its Be- 
ginning it is very moderate, afterwards encrea- 
fing with Age, it gains the Summit of its 
Growth by little and littl. The Truth 
whereof is abundantly confirmed by Experi- 
ence; for in Gurls already pubefcent, the 
Menjes break forth in very /mall Quantity, 
which, fince they ought to anfwer the P/e- 
thora, encreafe alfo after the fame Manner, 
even to the vey Flower of Life, 

4, Why are the Menftrua commonly fup- 
EDA about the Age of forty-five or fifty 
Years? 

Becaufe as Old Age creeps on, the Humours 
every Day become both lefs redundant, and 
the Fibres of the Veffels more rigid and hard; 
_fo that a Plethora can neither be accumulated 
at that Age, nor, if it be, can it t be difcharged, 

becaufe 
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becaufe of the Corrugation, Inflexibility, and 
Tenacity of the Fibres of the Urerus, juft as 
we obferve in the Breafts; thefe inflexible Fi- 
bres refift the dilating or compreffing Force ; 
confequently they prevent the uterine Plethora. 
Therefore Hippocrates* with good Reafon 
affirms, that e/der/y Women are more dry and 
abound lefs with Blood, 

5. Why do the Menftrua appear or ceafe in 

fome earlier, in others later ? 

The Reafon of thefe Phenomena are evi- 
dent; for, let us fuppofe a young Girl of a 
vivid, replete, well-nourifhed and fanguine 
Conftitution, who leads a fedentary Life, it 
is natural that her Ordinaries fhould appear 
earlier and be more plentiful, than thofe of a 
different Conftitution ; with whom they break 
forth later, and flow more fparingly. As to 
the Duration of the Men/es, it is palpable that 
the longer a Woman entertains the above Con- 
ditions, as thofe who are naturally of a foft 
pliable Habit of Body, the longer the Men- 
firua will hold. Whilft Perfons of a hard 
Texture, who labour much, &c, have an ear- 
lier Suppreffion of this Flux. 

6. Why are the Catamenia fuppreffed in 

pregnant Women, and fuch as give fuck? 

As this fuperfluous Blood is intended by 
Nature for the Infant’s Nourifhment, it is not 
furprifing, that while it is in the Womb, it 
fhould be confumed, and its Excretion fup- 


# Morb. Mul. z. 3. : 
prefied, 
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prefied, efpecially after the third Period is 
elapfed. Butif they fhould continue to the laft 
Months, the Fetus is wont to be very fickly 
and weak: So true is that Obfervation of Hzp- 
pocrates*, If a Woman with Child have her 
Menfes, z.e, either cuftomarily or immode- 
rately, it 7s ¢mpoffible, that the Foetus fhould 
be well: The Reafon of which he delivers in 
another Place, namely, that the Growth of 
the Foetus 7s abated by the Menfes®. In like 
Manner Ce//is* remarks, that, if Milk flow 
from the Breafts of a Woman with Child, 
whatever fhe bears muft be weakly, inafmuch 
as the Breafis draw off that Supply of Blood). 
with which the Fetus ought to be nourifhed. 
In like Manner are the Men/fes wanting in 
thofe that g7ve fuck, becaufe the Exuberance 
is carried to the Breafts for the Nourifhment of 
the Child. In thefe then the’ Men/es are re- 
tained without’ Injury, and therefore ought 
not to be provoked. Wherefore Hippocrates 
teaches us, that there 1s zo Pain in a Suppref- 
fion of the Menfirua from Pregnancy or Lac- 
tation; becaufe the plethorick Blood is not re- 
dundant in the Mother’s Veffels, but is carried 
to the Fetus or the Breafts. 

7. How comes tt to pafs that fome Women 

are never fubject to a menftrual Flux ? 

This: is owing to hard Labour, exceflive 
Tranfpiration, poor and {pare Diet, a ftrong 
and hard Conftitution: For in fuch Cafes the 


 Aph. v.60. Morb, Mul. 1. 44. & Morb. Mul. 1. 40. 
£ Lib. 2. Cap. 7, 
Fibres 


44 (OF STEED TS EIABE S 


Fibres of the Matrix, as well as the reft of the 
Body, are fo rigid and inflexible that they 
give Room to no preternatural Plethora or 
Collection of fuperfluous Blood. 


Some Women have more abundant, fome 
more [paring Menftrua, fome have them more 
Srequently, fome more rarely, 

Thefe different Cafes are owing to the vari- 
ous Combinations of the Flexibility and Hard- 
—nefs of the uterine Fibres, and the Quantity 
and Quality of the Humours. For a fanguin, 
replete, well-fed, flexible Body, with thin, 
rarified and copious Bleod, will have more 
frequent and larger Fluxes, than a reduced, 
ill-fed, hard and compact Habit indued 
with fmall. Veffels, which contain a fmall 
Quantity, or Spiffid Blood; for thefe Reafons 
fome have their. Men/es but once in fix Weeks 
or the like; whilft,Perfons of the former Con- 
ftitutions are fubject to them thrice or more in 
two Months. 

However the Interval of a Month is abun- 
dantly fufficient for renewing and accumula- 
ting fuch a Plethora, as may bring about the 
fame Flux; with its revolving Period. Yet many 
Things may intervene, and frequently do; as 
the Conftitution, Age, Manner of living, and 
Seafons of the Year, and being born in different 
Climates, as we have already obferved, fo that 
the Intervals of the Periods muft vary in diffe- 
rent Women, 


It 
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~ Tt will not be improper in this Place to men- 
tion that periodick Flux of Blood which is 
alfo found fometimes in men. There are fome 
in whom a ftated Evacuation is made by the 
Hemorrboids* ; in others, there is obferved a 
periodick Hemoptoe?; and in fome again, a 
bloody Urine, returning at certain Seafons, An 
Inftance of the latter, Sa/muthus gives us, ina 
Man, ‘ whoupon the imprudent Stoppage of 
<¢ bloody Urine, which ufed to return periodical- 
‘ly, was troubled with a great Streightnefs and 
«¢ Compreffion of his Breaft, and a very great 
«¢ Difficulty in Breathing, of which he died 
“in a very few days. After the fame Man- 
“ner as Ulcers and Iffues, by which the Hu- 
« mours have been for a long Time difcharged, 
«cif they are fuddenly dried up, are feldom 
« without Danger.”  Sanéforius alfo obferves 
a periodical Evacuation in Men, namely, 
«That the Bodies of Men in Health, and 
«¢ who ufe a very moderate diet, become every 
«¢ Month heavier than ufual, by the Weight 
«© of one or two Pounds; and about the End 
«¢ of the Month return to their ufual Weight, 
«after a Crifis has been made by Urine, more 
‘¢ than ordinary copious or turbid *”’, 
Why do the Quantity of the evacuated 
_ Blood encreafe, and the Periods grow 
fhorter to the Flower of Age? — Why at 
that Time of Life, do the Quantity and 


Periods remain the fame? 


a Amat. Lufit. 1. 5. 3, > Barthol’ C 5. 53. € Sal- 
muth, C.2. 3. & 18. 4 Med: Stat. 163. 
This 
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This laft is becaufe when the Body has once 
done growing, it flourithes a long ‘Time alto- 
gether in the fame State, 
Why, by Age again declining, do the Menfes 
gradually diminifh, and the Periods be~ 
come longer? —-Why do the Menftrma re- 
turn very flowly in Women recovering 
from a very long Illnefs2 
Becaufe the Blood being exhaufted by a 
Chronical Diftemper, very difficultly recovers 
its ancient State, Thus after Child- -bearing, 
many Women intermit two or three Periods; 
inafmuch as the Humours are almoft exhautft« 
ed by the Flux of the Lochia: The fame will 
alfo happen from any confiderable Evacuation 
either by Hemorrhage, Sweat, Urine, or Stool, 
&c.—In dilious Temperaments, in a hotter Cli- 
mate efpecially near the Equator, the Menfes 
flow fomewhat earlier, morecopioufly, and fi- 
nifh their Periods fooner. —In the Northern 
Countries, the Men/fes very often do not appear 
till after the fecond Septenary: Hence Hip- 
pocrates tells us, that in Cities expofed to the 
cold Winds, the Virgins ripen more flowly*, 
He likewife remarks, that in the Scvrtdian 
Women the wterine Flux is found to be not 
only later, but alfo in fmaller Quantity. 
In dainty and luxurious Women, the Flux is 
often continued beyond the fixth Day, Ac- 
cording to Hippocratess, The Men/fes flow 
more plentifully in Perfons who have been 


* De Acc 7. b De Acc 48. © Morb, Mul. 1.19. 
corpulent, 
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corpulent. The fame likewife happens in thofe 
whofe Veffels are very large, as in /ean Per- 
fons, or whofe Bodies are lefs perfpirable, as 
in the Indolent*. Galen, has obferved the 
fame in delicate Women, who abound in 
Humours, With whom alfo agrees the Sen- 
timent of Hippocrates, that the Men/es con- 
tinue long upon Women of a watry t.¢. a 
very moift Conftitution®. On the other 
Hand, in fat Perfons, or thofe of a groffer 
Habit, as Hippocrates remarks 4, and in thofe 
who either ufe a flender Diet, or much Exer- 
cife, the Fiux is terminated fooner, It is rec- 
koned by Hippocrates asa Sign of Fatnefs, 
if the Flux flops within three Dayse. Upon | 
the fame Account is it that the Men/es ceafe 
much fooner in fat Women, namely, at the 
thirtieth or five and thirtieth Year, as Forefus 
witneffes f. ‘It may alfo be remarked that in 
thefe Perfons, the Men/es may be wholly /up- 
preffed without any Injury; as alfo in thofe 
who frequently let Blood, which is both no- 
ted by Authors, and confirmed by Experience. 
If any one inquire into the Caufes of thefe 
Varieties, he will find the Difagreement of the . 
reciprocating Flux to depend wholly upon the 
various Genius of the Plethora, whence they 
are derived, and which may be very eafily 
changed innumerable Ways, by thofe Means 
that either promote or retard the Men/es. . 


2 Duret. im Holler. 253. > Morb. vulg.” ¢ Epid. 6. 1. 
@ Morb. Mal. 1. 15. © Morb. Mul. 1. 15. Lib. 28. 
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Among thofe Things which /ooner bring 
down the Menjes, the Chief are, a Fever; 
Coition, drinking much, violent Motion, Vomi- 
ting, Sneezing, Anger, the Hyfterick Paffon, 
the Suppreffion of a cuflomary Evacuation, and 
Emmenagogues: All which introduce a Ple- 
nitude into the Blood, or irritate the Veffels 
with a certain Stzmulus, 

On the other Hand, thofe Things by which 
the Men/fes are retarded, are zmmodcrate Cold, 
Sorrow, a fudden Fright, too great an Eva- 
cuation, tncraffating Diet, a Crudity of Hu- 
mours, Acids, afiringent Medicines: And all 
thefe either encreafe the Lentor of the Blood, 
or diminifh its Momentum. 


AP. Ve 
AY yeptoms of the incipient Menftrua. . 


HESE Accidents are numerous, and not 
to be met with in every Woman in the 
Beginning of her Menfes; yet all thefe Acci- 
dents in general {pring from the particular 
Plethora of the Uterus, thus: 3 
1. The principal and moft conftant Acci- 
dent of the approaching Menjirua, is an Heat 
and Pain of the neighbouring Parts, efpecially 
in the Region of the Kidneys, or rather in the 
lower Part of the Loins, where the Ligamenta 
lata of the Matrix are inferted, or towards 
the 
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‘the lower Vertebra of the Back, The Parts 
adjacent to the Uterus fuffer more Pain. than 
any other, becaufe the Plethora is chiefly ac- 
cumulated in that Region, upon the account 
of the great Number of Veflels; and becaufe 
the Loins and the Hips have Nerves.in com- 
mon with them which run to the Urerus. 

2. Pain about the Offa pudis, or more pofte- 
riourly, according as the anteriour or pofte- 
riour Part of the Matrix 1s obftructed, 

3. Pain in the Groins, fromm the Infardtion of 
the Ligamenta rotunda. 

4. A Wearinefs in the Legs, becaufe ‘the 
Uterine Veffels are fo fwelled with Blood, that 
they comprefsthe Origines of the Nerves, which 
are carried from the Os Sacrum to the Legs ; 
and fuch a Compreffion as this intercepts the 
Spirits, and brings a certain Stupor on the 
Legs; which almoft always happens in Women 
big with Child, for the fame Reafon as it alfo 
often does in thofe Perfons, whofe Urine has 
been long /uppreffed. Therefore Hippocrates 
tells'us, that there is fome Danger of a Lame- 
nefs from an Obftruction of the Men/és. 

5. A Faintne/s invades; becaufe in a Ple- 
thora, both the Body labours under too great 
a Weight, and the tender Veffels of the Brain 
are fo fwelled, that they fhut up almoft all 
the Paffages into the Nerves by their Com- 
preffion; wherefore a lefs Copia of Spirits is 
derived to the Members. 


E 6. Somes 
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6. Sometimes the one, fometimes the other, 
and frequently both the Labia pudendi are 


' tumified, as one or both Sides of the Vagina 


are overcharged with Blood ; for it is rare that 
the Hemorrbage proceeds from all Parts of the 
Vagina or Matrix at the fame Time. 

. The Colatoria lactea of the Uterus, are 
tumified in the fame Proportion that thefe of 
the Breafts are; fo that from the Degree of 
Tumification in the latter, we may judge of 
it in the former, : 

8. Thefe Patients are fubje& to Pica and 
Malacia, through the Vice of the digeftive 
Ferments from the univerfal Plethora. | 

9. Frequent Motions to Urine every two 
Hours or the like, from the Compreffion of the 
Bladder by the turged Uterus; whence it con- 
tains but a {mall Quantity of Urine at a Time, 


‘Or this may be explained by the inflammatory 


State the Bladder is in, from the Abundance 
of Blood it now receives; moreover the 
Heat of the circumambient Vi/cera is commu- 
nicated to the Urine, whence an Impulfe to 
Micturition, like what is obfervable in fala-.- 

cious Bitches, &c. 
10, Here are alfo cholick Pains, or rather 
Pains of the Matrix, which emulate thecholick. 
11, Diarrheas, Tenefms, Hemorrhoids, and 
the like, are alfo frequent Attendants of this 
Affection ; becaufe of the inflammatory Obftru- 
étion and great Senfibility of the Inteftines, Ge. 
12. Head-achs, efpecially by Night, from 
the Patient’s horizontal Situation; from the 
fame 


OF WOMEN. gr 
fame Caufe fpring alfo Megrims and other 
Affections of the Head, which are more or 
lefs intenfe, according to the Degree of the 
Plethora, and Refiftance of the uterine Veffels. 
Hippocrates * remarks that thefe Pains of the 
Head chiefly attend Virgins at the Approach 
of the Men/fes. Paulinus » tells us, that at 
this Time, together with the Pain of the 
Head, Veficule have alfo arifen behind the 
Ears. In like Manner Baglvi © makes men- 
tion of a periodick Swelling in the Clavicles. 
The Cough, Dy/puga, and other Symptoms of 
the Breaft, proceed from the Accumulation of 
the Blood in the Lungs. 

13. To the preternatural Quantity of Blood 
in the Head, may be alfo referred the Patient’s 
frequent Dreams, or they may be owing to 
her Reftlefnefs and Pain. 

14. At the Approach of the Menjrua, 
Women are alfo fubject. to Hyfterick Fits, as 
we fhall explain i in the Chapter of that Dif- 
order. 

15. At this Time Women are very fala- 
cious, and extreamly covet Venery ; for to this , 
Purpofe are partly intended the Men/firua, as ° 
we obferve in all other Animals, when they 
have this Flux. 

I hitherto intended to fpeak of the morbid 
Suppreflion of the Menfes immediately after 
the preceeding Symptoms; but I find it more 
to my Purpofe to continue ftill my Difcourfe _ 


2 Predict. 22 39. > Med. Szptentr. p, 39. ¢ Fibr. 
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of fome other Cafes concerning the incipient 
Menfirua, referving their Suppreffion for a 
particular Chapter, wherefore, 

1. The moft natural and ordinary Menftru- 
ation happens to young Women about the 
Age of fourteen or fifteen, through the great 
Quantity of Chyle and Blood which they 
engender at that Time, and which is more 
than is requifite for the Reftauration of their 
- Solids, @c. Then the Breafts and Matrix {well 
with a milky Humour, the venal Appendices 
are comprefled, and the fuperfluous Blood of 
the Userus is difcharged by the Mechanifm be- 
fore-mentioned, without any great Pain or other 
accidents, efpecially if the Subject be of a hale, 
replete, and flexible Conftitution, in which 
cafe the Phyfician is rarely confulted, It may 
happen that fome Maids may have their Or- 
dinaries in our Climate at the Age of ten or 
eleven Years; but this anticipated or prema- 
ture flux is owing to the reading of obfcene 
Books, unchaft Touching, &c. for hereby the 
‘Subject becomes as it were a Woman before 
her due Time. 

2. If the Hardnefs and Inflexibility of the 
Matrix powerfully refifts the Dilatation of 
it’s Veffels, and that the Patient makes at 
the fame Time much Chyle, a proportional 
Quantity of Milk will in vain prefent itfelf to 
the Va/a lactea of the Matrix and Breafts, 
which, for want of Reception in either Place, 
will regurgitate into the Blood, mix itfelf 
with all the other Humours, and, as it were, 

dulcify 
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dulcify them. Thus the Sa/zva@ and gaftrick Juice 
will become infipid, their faline S¢zmulus being 
blunted; wherefore it will make no Impreffion 
on thefe Organs. Hence fuch affected Perfons, 
thro’ a depraved Appetite, covet acrid and 
high feafoned Meat, till at Length a real Prca 
er Malacia fupervenes, To thefe Accidents 
add the Symptoms of an univerfal Plethora, 
as feveral Affections of the Head, general 
Lafitude, Cachexy, Lentor and Spiffitude of 
the Humours, Hence cedematous Tumours of 
the Head, Hands, Feet, &c. difficult Refpira- 
tion, and the like, without any Accident of 
the Menftrua in the Uterus. 

To this Inflexibility er Hardnefs of the Ma- 
frix, are fubject; 1, Such as have early Men- 
firua; for an early A@tion of the Blood on 
thefe Veffels renders them dry and_ hard. 
2. Atrabiliary and hot Conftitutions, for the 
fame Reafons. 3. Such as have Obftructions 
in the abdominal Vi/cera; for by this Means 
the Uterus is preternaturally glutted with Blood, 
and its Veflels become very ftubborn. 4, This 
Vice may be owing to an ill Conformation, 
as in Perfons of a very little Stature, Gzb- 
bofe, Sc. for as all the other Vifcera are 
{mall, and as it were contracted in thofe Wo- 
men, it is probable'that the Matrzx is alfo, 

3. This Cafe is directly oppofite'té*the firft, 
_ for in this are all the Accidents of ‘Menftrua- 
tion, without a Flux; becaufe the Va/a lac- 
tea receive their wonted Humour, but they 
do not difcharge it ; wherefore they comprefs 
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the Appendices ce@ct, which are foon after 
diftended with Blood, without any Evacua- 
tion. Hence the menftrual Symptoms appear 
very numerous; the Head, Breaft, and par- 
ticularly the Abdomen, are varioufly affected ; 
Pica, Malacia, and at length Hyfterick Fits 
arife, through the irritation of the Nerves, 
by the Infarction ofthe uterine Veffels. 
Hence alfo {pring Scirrhus and Cancers of the 
~ Matrix, fromthe Retention and Induration of 
the Milk in the Colatoria lactea. This Cafe 
is very frequent, and in it all the Veffels of 
the Uterus fuffer by the Extremities of the 
Appendices cect, which does not open nor 
yield to the impelled B ood. 

4. In the fourth Cafe the venal Appendices 
only difcharge their Contents; but the Co/ato- 
ria laéiea remain conftantly turgid; whence 
Scirrhus and other Evils are to be apprehended. 
Moreover, thefe Colatoria being perpetually 
turgid, comprefs, without Intermiffion, the 
Appendices cect; whence a habitual Flux of 
Blood may fupervene, which is not void of 
Danger, with feveral other bad Confequences, 
- too tedious to be mentioned, 

5. This laft Cafe is the reverfe of the for- 
mer; for herein the venous Appendices dif- 
charge no Blood; but the Colatoria laétea per- 
petually difcharge their Contents; whence an 
habitual Fluor Albus, the fanguin Veins being 
no way comprefied. To this Affection are 
fubject young Women of a weak and ill-nou- 

_rifhed 
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rifhed Conftitution, particularly thofe who ufe 
unchatfte Touching too early. 

Thus far of feveral Accidents, which re- 
gard only the incipient Menfirua, or fuch as 
happen to young Women about the Age of 
fourteen or fifteen Years. Now of the | 


DIAGNOSTICKS. 


According to the Method we have hitherto 
followed, we may deduce four Diforders, al- 
moft different from the various States hitherto 
mentioned; to one or the other of which, 
mof{t young Girls are fubject. 

1. If you difcover no Symptoms of the 
Menftrua in the Uterus, as Pain, Weight, 
&c, but that the Patient is fubjeét to the Ac- 
cidents of Chlorofis,.as Diftafte, Pica, Mala- 
cia, {pontaneous Laffitude, Weaknefs, difficult 
Refpiration, and Suffocation, Pains of the 
Head, cedematous Swelling of the Feet by 
- Day, of the Vifage by Night, &c. you may 
conclude that the Irregularity of the Men- 
ftrua, in thefe young Subjects about nine, ten, 
&c,"Years of Age, is owing to the want of 
Accefs of their refpective Humours into the 
Colatoria laétea and Apendices, whence they 
regurgitate into the Blood, and caufe the Cd/o- 
rofis, 5 Ce, 

2. In this State, as the Colatoria and Appen- 
dices are filled with their Humours, and nearer 
their Exzt than in the above State, the Uterus 
fuffers all the Accidents of Men setation| ex- 
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cept the very Flux: Nor are thefe of a Chloro- 
fis fometimes, tho’ indeed moftly, wanting, By 
thefe Pains, and other Symptoms of Menftrua- 
tion recurring at certain Intervalsin the Uterus 
and Abdomen, this State is diftinguithable from 
the former, wherein no fuch are. 

3. 1f thefe Girls have a habitual fanguin Flux, 
without any Evacuation of Milk, and that 
they have the Accidents of a Ch/orofs, and fe- 
veral others beforementioned, as In/omnia, &e. 
You may conclude that it proceeds from the 

Facility the Blood finds, not only in entering 
_ the Apendices, but in expanding and opening 
them into the Uterus, whilft the Colatoria 
laétea remain continually full without Evacu- 
ation, only the Regurgation of the Milk into 
the Blood, whence the Cholorofis, Gc. This 
Malady, by what we have faid, 1s eafily di- 
ftinguifhed from the reft. 

4. This State is the reverfe of the former, 
the Flux being continually white, ar fome- 
times like the wathings of Flefh; the former 
happens when the Co/atorza are never turgid, 
but fo lax as to let their Contents pafs as fait as 
they come, and fo never comprefs the Veins; 
The Flux is fomewhat bloody, if they {well a 
little, fo as to comprefs the fanguin Veins, 


This kind of Diforder is manifeft of itelf, 


PROGNOSTFEIEEKS. 


In order to make a good Prognoftick of the 
Canfequences of the foregoing Diforder and its 
’ | Varieties, 
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Varieties, you are to confider that the Defe& 
of Menftruation in general is a dangerous 
Affe&tion, You are next to compare with each 
other the different Symptoms and Cafes above- 
mentioned, that thence you may deduce a 
prudent Judgment of your Patient’s Condi- 
t1on. 

All in general know, that it is as natural 
as happy for Women to have their Men/es 
without any preternatural Accidents ; for fuch 
argue a good Difpofition of the Uterus, both 
for Generation and its other Fun@ions, On 
the contrary, vicious or irregular Men/truation 
gives room to a Train of bad Confequences, 
as Pains of the Mafrzx, and other Parts of 
the Body. Moreover it denotes fome Perma- 
nent Vice in that Organ, and what 1s worfe, 
its Unfitnefs for Generation, and though this 
may happen, the Infant is commonly weak 
and fickly. 

In particular fuch as. have a Suppreffion or 
irregularity of their Menfirua with a Chlorofs, 
yet have no great Obftructions or other confi- 
derable Vice of the Matrix; thefe, I, fay are 
happier than fuch as have a continual Flor 
Albus, or fanguine Flux. The Fluor Albus is 
much worfe, becaufe it pre-fuppofes a great 
Weaknefs in the Colatoria laétea, whofe Cure 
is very dificult. Nor is a habitual fanguine 
Evacuation without Danger, in as much as it 
denotes an obftinate InfarGion of the Va/a 
Jactea, which frequently degenerates into 
Scirrhus, Se. Moreover it is of dangerous Con- 

| fequence _ 
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fequence that the venal Appendices fhould be 
Conitantly kept open, 


CS 


As to the Treatment of any of the formet 
Cafes,. when combined with a Ch/orofis, Cho- 
lick, and fuch like Pains, or without fuch Pains, 
with fanguine Evacuations, Fluor Albus, &c. 
nay a Chlorofis of any other Kind; I fhall re- 
fer you to the Article of the Ch/orofis, and to 
that of the Fluor Albus. Wherefore the only 
Cafes which I intend to make the Objet of 
this Cure, are, 

1. That wherein the Fibres of the Userus 
are hard and inflexible, 2, That which is at- 
tended with the ufual Symptoms of the Men- 
frua, without any fuch Flax, in which Cafe we 
are to fufpect a Spiffitude of the Blood, with a 
languid Circulation, or weak Momentum: 
Thefe are the fecond and third Cafes above- 
mentioned, whofe Method of Cure is much 
the fame: So let the following Indications be 
obferved; 1. To relax the Uferus. 2. To 
attenuate and dilute the Blood and augment 
it’s Momentum. As the Intentions of Cure are 
two-fold, fo are the Remedies: 

1, The diluting, refrefhing and palate : 
Medicaments are Ser. lad. Chalybeat. Baths of 
warm Water, to facilitate the Menffrua, and 
to be continued more or lefs, according to the 
Patient’s Temperament; fora bilious, hot and 
i Oe Conftitution demands their Continuation 

longer 
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longer than other Perfons, particularly relax- 
ed and fanguine Temperaments. 

Thefe Remedies may be fucceeded by Bit- 
ters, as Decoétions of Chamedrys, Abfynth, 
&c. to reftorea due Tonus to the Parts, in 
order to a fufficient Evacuation of the Blood, 
by ftrong Contractions of the Solids. ! 

2. Aperitive and attenuating Remedies fhould 
be employed ; as Broths with aperitive Plants, 
aperitive Waters made with Iron-Ruft, chaly- 
beated White-wine with the fame Thing, or 
Crocus Mart. aper. to xx gr. which laft may 
be alfo exhibited in Form of Eledtuaries, 
Boles, &c, Porphyriz’d Filings of Iron are 
alfo recommended, and mercurial Preparations, 
particularly Afthiops mineral. ign. pp. from 
Xij. tO XX. gr, 

If thefe Aperitives be infufficient, you may 
have Recourfe to more efficacious Emmena- 
gogues; fuch are Galban. Sagapen. and the like 
Gums, which are commonly the moft infallible 
Deobftruents in this Cafe, only they over-heat 
the Patient; wherefore they, or the like, fhould 
be always preceded by diluting and cooling Re- 
medies; nay, both are frequently combined, for 
which Reafon mineral Waters are of great 
Ufe in difficult Menftruation, particularly the 
Aque acidule for the Summer Time. For 
by the Water they cool and dilute, by their 
mineral Particles they are Deobftruents. The 


Aq. Thermales, fach as thefe af Balleruc are 
excellent in Winter; 


You 
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You are to obferve that the mildeft Clafs 
of Aperitives fhould be firft begun with afcend- 
ing gradually to more powerful ones, as Ne- 
ceflity requires. 

Having thus far treated your Patient, you 
are to confine her to a {triét Regimen and mo- 
derate Exercife; fhe is to divert and diffipate 
herfelf; fhe fhould ride in rugged and uneafy 
Places, or in jolting Carriages. Thus far of 
the Therapeutick Cure, we now cometofome © 
Reflections thereon, 

1. The Cure of difficult or fuppreffed Men- 
firua, attended by a Fluor Albus, fhould ne- 
ver be undertaken in Autumn or Winter, 
only it fhould be palliated if Neceffity requires, 
till the following Spring, which is the prin- 
cipal Time of attempting a radical Cure, as 
above; and in the fucceeding Summer, the Pa- 
tient may ufe Bathing and mineral Waters. 

2. You are never to infift too much upon 
provoking the Menjirua, for Nature abhors 
Violence, nor fhould unripe Fruit be pulled off 
too early; wherefore you fhould proceed gra- 
dually and patiently, the Diforder being long 
and obftinate. But if the Diforder eludes your 
Efforts, and that the Menfirua do not full 
appear, you muft palliate the Evil. 

In order to this, frft let Blood to diminith 
the Plethora, and carry it off another way, feeing 
jt cannot be difcharged by its natural Paflages, 
Next you may purge betwixt whiles, order- 
ing in the intervals diluting, aperitive, and diu- 
retick Remedies, as chalybeated Wine or Wa- 
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ter; for thefe contribute to remove the Ob- 
ftructions and ftrengthen the Solids; where- 
fore you fhould infift a long Time on them, 
If all thefe prove in vain, the only dachora 
facra is Matrimony, for hereby the animal 
Spirits are invited to the Uferus, it becomes 
flexible and fit for its ufual functions; nay, 
it has been frequently obferved, that fuch Pa- 
tients having eluded the Force of all other 
Remedies, have had their Ordinaries their 
Wedding Night, or immediately after, or if 
they then fail, they feldom do after Parturi- 
tion, Hence it appears, that it is better timely 
to advife your Patient to marry, if it can be 
conveniently done, than to torment her with 
a vain Apparatus of Remedies. ‘Therefore 
Coition is recommended by Hippocrates 4 to 
attenuate and heat the Blood, to relax the 
Uterus, and to prepare an eafier Paffage for the 
Menjes>. ‘That this Motion of the Blood is 
caufed by the Semen mafculinum, is apparent 
enough from thofe Symptoms which the Wo- 
men are feized with at the Time of Concep- 
tion. And for this Reafon it is, that Coztion 
is commonly efteemed the laft Remedy in a 
menftruous Suppreflion: Upon which Account 
it is every where recommended to the Wo- 
men by Hippocrates; which however, if it 
fhould be zmmoderate, will alfo excite an 7m- 
moderate Flux ; as is experienced by pregnant 
Women, who for that Reafon frequently mié 
carry. 

* Diat. 2.26, . » Genitur §. 7. 
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It may be demanded, 1. Whether bleeding 
is ufeful in this diforder ? 2. Where it fhould 
be performed? 

As to the firft Queftion; if the Plethora and 
Infarction of the Veffels be confiderable, if 
the Accidents be many and violent, particu- 
larly convulfive and epileptick Motions, {pit- 
ting of Blood, &e. bleeding in thefe Cafes is 
doubtlefs very ufeful, fo that it be done with 
Prudence and Caution. 

The fecond Queftion is varioufly decided ; 
fome recommend to bleed only in the Foot, 
others in the Arm. As for my Part, I think 
it may be inftituted in both Places, accord- 
ing to the Circumftances, v.g. If there be 
a Likelihood of provoking the Menfrua; as 
when they begin to appear by fome few Drops, 
or the like, bleed in the Foot. If this fails, 
it denotes too great Refiftance of the Uferus; 
fo for fear of augmenting the Infarétion, 
bleed afterwards rather in the Arm. But the 
bleeding in the Arm alone is much prefera- 
ble, when we have no Hopes of reducing 
the Menfirua; for the general Plethora is 
thereby, at leaft, diminifhed and a Revulfion 
is procured, 

It may be perhaps objected, that in a Fluor 
Albus no Menjftrua fhould appear, feeing the 
emptied lacteal Ducts of the Matrix cannot 
comprefs the Veins: This I own is true, when 
all the Va/a laétea of the Uterus are thus eva- 
cuated; But as there are frequently fome of 
them, perhapsthe one half, one third, or the like, 
! which 
3 
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which are not, thefe neceffarily comprefs, 
their correfponding Veins; whence a partial: 
fanguine Flux, at leaft, fhould happen, as Ex- 
‘perience proves, 


Cuape. VII. 
Of the declining Menftrua.. 


ITHERTO I have treated of fome 
| Irregularities which attend the incipient 

Catamenia; now 1 come to the Accidents 
which. attend them at their Declenfion, or 
betwixt forty and fifty Years of Age, 

_ As thefe two Cafes, as well of the incipient 
as declining Men/es are not efteemed morbid, 
or of any great Confequence, moft of our 
medicinal Authors have negleéted them in 
their Writings. But feeing they very frequent- 
‘jy demand the Phyfician’s Care, I think it 
neceflary to give you an Idea as well of their 
Confequences as ‘Treatment, that when you 
meet with fuch, you may not be unacquainted 
with either, 

The better to underftand the prefent Affe- 
ction, it will be neceflary to examine why the 
Menfirua once beginning, fhould decline, or 
entirely ceafe, about the Time already mention- 
ed; or, what comes to the fame Purpofe, why. 
the uterine Veffels from being, flexible and 
| open 
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Open, become rigid and contracted. We have 
before explained how the Men/firua are dif- 
charged in the natural State. Now let us 
fuppofe that the Veffels intended for that Pur- 
pofe, gradually become corrugated, dry and 
hard, juft as by age it happens to the vifible 
Parts of the Body, particularly the Skin of 
the Face, and above all, the Subftance of the 
Breafts, which fympathize almoft in every 
Refpect with the Matrix; thus the Refiftance 
of the uterine Veffels, is at length fo far aug- 
mented, that they receive neither Milk nor 
Blood, in a fufficient Quantity to provoke the 
Menfes, though there be as much Chyle en- 
gendred at forty-five, as at the Age of fifteen 
or twenty, when fhe had abundant Men/frua. 

This Diminution or natural Suppreffion of 
the Menfes may happen in their Quantity, 
Quality, Duration or Period: ‘Thus the Quan- 
tity may become lefs than ufual; the Quality 
may be changed by the Mixture of other 
Humours, but little Blood; the Duration may 
be fhorter, as inftead of holding three or four 
Days, they may hold but one; the Period is 
prolonged when, inftead of recurring month- 
ly, the Menftrua appear but once in two or 
three Months. The Men/es thus. declining, 
may admit of the following Varieties, 

1. They may decreafe gradually, the Inter- 
vals ftill growing longer, till they intirely 
ceafe, without any particular Accidents of Sup- 
preffion, but what a fimple Plethora of the 


whole Body may induce, vz, a Chlorafis or 
the 
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the like, that being the moft ordinary Syt- 
tom: This is the natural and moft ccmmon 
Ceffation of the Menfirua, and rarely demands 
the Attendance of the Phyfician. 

2, The Blood may be collected in the utes 
rine Veffels with all the Aparatus of a para 
ticular Plethora, and the ordinary Accidents 
of an impending Flux, as Head-Achs, diffi- 
cult Refpiration, Pains of the Matrix, Pica 
and Malacia; in a Word, all the Symptoms 
which attended before, in the Time of regu- 
lar Menftruation, appear now without any 
Flux, 

3. If the fanguine Veins are conftantly com- 
. preffed by the obftinate Plenitude of the Va/a 
lactea, a habitual Flux of the Blood may 
happen by the Rupture of the ppendices 
cece; whence arife the ordinary Symptoms of 
great Hemorrbages, as Weaknefs, convulfive 
and hyfterick Motions, &c, which oblige the 
Patient to keep her Bed. 

4. A Fluor Albus, without any engine E« 
vacuation, may fupervene, in which Cafs 
the Va/a laétea alone give Abe? to their Con- 
tents. 

Obferve; that I will not follow my aon 


- Order, or the analytick Method in the fol+ 


lowing Explication; but I fhall be obliged to 
change it for the fynthetick one, in order to 
_ combine and compare the various Cafes which 
will prefent themfelves hereafter, 
But to return to the Explication of the four 
already mentioned Cafes. pied 
:. 2m 1. The 


— 
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1. The Menfirua decline, as in the firft, 
when the Colatoria laé#ea and fanguine Veins 
are equally hardened and dilated; for they do 
not then reciprocally comprefs each other; 
confequently no Flux will enfue, nor other 
Accidents, but what a fimple Plethora may 
create, or the Abforption of the fuperfluous 
~ Jaéteal Humour into the Blood, whofe Mix- 
ture with the /alva, gafirick and pancreatick 
Juice, will produce Inappetency and the like. 
From the P/etbora will arife languid Circula- 
tion, Laffitude, Gc. Thefe Accidents are more 
common and confiderable in the Winter, than 
in any other Seafon of the Year; becaufe of 
the additional Hardnefs and Conftruction of the 
Solids, with the Spiffitude and Lentor of the 
Humours, which the Cold induces; whilft in 
the fair Weather, fuch Patients have their 
Menfes now and then, thro’ the Rarefaction 
of the Fluids, ahd Relaxation of the Solids, 

2. The Declining Menffrua without a Flux, 
asin the fecond Cafe, are owing to the une- 
qual and difform Hardnefs of the uterine, ve- 
nal, and lacteal Duéts: For we are to fuppofe 
that the Trunks of thefe Veffels are foft and 
pliable enough to receive their refpective Juices; 
but that their Extremities are fo hard and cor- 
rugated, that they do not fhed their Contents 
into ‘the Matrix, though they mutually com- 
prefs each other, and that all the other Con- 
ditions of a menftrual Flux are prefent, ex- 
cept the real Effufion of Blood. Hence will 
ache | ans of the Loins, Uterus, &c, hyfterick 
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Fits, and other convulfive Motions, intenfe 
Rednefs of the Face, with Regurgitation, at 
length, of the uterine Milk into the Blood, 
and all the other Symptoms of approaching 
Menftrua, which continue, neverthelefs, much 
longer than in the ordinary State; becaufe 
the Infar¢tion of the Uterus is more con- 
ftant. 

To this laft Species of defective Men/irua- 
tion are fubject thofe who have a vicious Con- 
formation in the Extremities of the abovefaid 
Veffels, from the Induration of the internal 
Tunic of the Uterus; for the Orifices of the faid 
Veffels are hereby clofed and compreffed, which 
Accident is common with Women who never 
bore any Children; for Child-bearing mollifies 
and relaxes the Userus. 

3. The habitual fanguine Flux, which fome- 
times fupervenes the declining Menjftrua, is 
owing to the Plenitude of the Co/atorza lattea, 
which comprefs, without Interruption, the ue 
terine Veins: Wherefore we are to fuppofe 
that their Contents have no Iffue, that they 
are alfo corrugated, whilft the Veins are foft, 
2 able, and fubject to yield and open at their 

tremities, to the impelled Blood. But as 
thefe Difpofitions are permanent in both Kinds 
of. Veffels, the Flux is fo too; only it is 
fomewhat more abundant at the Time the 
Menfirua were accuftomed to return; nay, 
then it is more or’ lefs, according to the De- 
gree of Compreffion on the Veins. As the 
Extremities of the uterine lacteals refule a 
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Paffage to their Contents, the Milk regurgitates 
- into the Blood by the. lymphatic . Veins, juft 
as we fee in Confequence of fupprefiing the 
Breaft-milk; with. this Difference, that the 
Regurgitation of the uterine Milk. is flower, 
This milky Humour mixed with the Blood 
creates the Accidents before mentioned; but 
thefe of the Hemorrhage are much worfe, 
feeing a Marafmus or Confumption, Ulcers of 
the Urerus, &c. frequently arife thence. More- 
over, this Affection prefuppofes a_ habitual 
Weaknefs of fome Parts of the Uterus, par- 
ticularly of the venal Appendices, whilft there 
is an invincible Hardnefs in the Extremities 
of the Colatoria ; the former is caufed by fre- 
quent Child-bearing, the Parts to which the 
Placenta is annexed, being thereby confidera- 
bly relaxed, efpecially the Appendices, which 
alone are therein implanted, 

4. This Cafe is the reverfe of the former, 
for what we faid above of the Weaknefs and 
Laxity of the Appendices, may be here refer- 
red to the Colatoria, whilft the Plenitude and 
Hardnefs of the Extremities of the former, 
give Room to a habitual Compreffion and ~ 

Flux in the latter; but along with this Fluor 
- Albus is alfo frequently excerned, particularly © 
‘at the accuftomed Period of Menftruation, a 
little Blood; the Reafon why is palpable. 

The ufual Confequences of this Accident 
are Marafmus and Confumption of the Pa- 
tient, flow Fever, which degenerates at length. 
‘into a real He@tic one; nor have .thefe. Pa- 

| tients 
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tients any. patil! Tinpreffions in the Urerus, 
no Chlorofs nor hyfteric Fits, &c, 

Such as are’ moftly fubjec to this Accident 
ate Women already difpofed to a habitual 
Fluer Albus, who have a weak and lax Urerus, 
are of a phlegmatick Conftitution, or Hate 
been accuftomed to very plentiful Men/frua., 

If the Men/es fhould.be fuddenly reftrained 
in thofe who are more advanced in Years, all 
thofe Symptoms would'certainly enfue, which 
ufuallyshappen in a Suppreffion of the Men/és, 
That therefore: this Inconvenience may be a+ 
voided, ‘Nature has wifely ordered, that as the 
Menfes ‘gradually encreafe with the growing 
Age, :they fhould alfo. become by flow De- 
grees deficient; as the ifame again deelinesti 


Dixonosrrexs, 


~aNathings is eafier than'to diftingith € this Dif. 
sedge into the above-mentioned Species; for, 

1. If swe fee:a Woman who'was béfore re- 
cularly purged of her Menffrua, but which 
have at length longer Intervals {till encreafing, 
as inftead of having them ‘monthly, they re- 
turn but ‘once -in two Months, then once in 
three, and ‘fo ‘on, without any ill Symptoms, 
we may conclude her’ Cafe :to be the firft a- 
bove hinted at. 
_'~ 2. Ifswedifcover the Symptoms of a par- 

ticular Plethora:in the Uzerus, and all the At- 
tendants of Menftruation without a Flux, we 
ey be affured it is the, fecond Cafe, : 
F 3 4 If 


40 OF THE DISEASES 
3. If the Flux is fanguin and habitual, it 
is the third Species, 

4. If it be a conftant Fluor Albus, you 
may then conclude that the uterineVa/a lactea 
alone are opened, whence appears the Exiftence 
of the fourth Cafe. 


PROGNOSTICKS. 


Thefe Signs regard not the natural Suppref- 
fion or Declenfion of the Menfirua, as {uch, 
feeing it is no Diforder; but they regard it’s 
Confequences. Thus it is as great a Diforder 
that a young Woman of twenty Years of 
Age has not her Ordinaries, ‘as it is when they 
hold to fifty-five, or if -they ceafe at thirty- 
five; wherefore thefe Prognofticks refpect 
only the preternatural ones, or fuch as ceafe 
through fome permanent or preternatural Vice 
in. the Uterus, as. Dropfies, Ge. of that Or- 


an. 
: The Accidents, in general, of this Affection 
are dangerous; thus if the Woman be young, 
4 great Quantity of Milk will regurgitate from 
the Colatoria of the Urerus into the Blood, 
whence Ch/orofis and other Accidents hitherto 
mentioned; to which add the feveral Symp- 
toms of a fimple Plethora, Rarefaction or 
Spiffitude of the Blood, as Head-achs, Spit= 
ting of Blood, &c. add to thefe the parti- 
cular Vice nk the Uterus, as Scirrbus, Obe- 
ftructions, &c. allt which are fufficient to | 
render this Diforder in net very dangerous ; 
yet 
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yet the Danger varies, according to the parti- 
cular Cafes ; associ 

1. If it be the firft Cafe above-mentioned, 
without Tumour, Pain, or other bad Symp- 
toms of the Uterus, only attended with the 
Accidents of a fimple Plethora, Chlorofis, or 
the like, the Cafe is no way defperate. 

2. If befides the Chlorofis and Accidents of 
a Plethora, the Uterus be overcharged with 
Blood, with all the Symptoms of Menfrua 
without a real Flux, the Cafe is much worfe; 
for you are then to apprehend Obftructions 
of the Uterus, or a violent Hemorrhage, from 
the too great Diftention and Rupture of the 
uterine Veffels. 

3. A habitual fanguin Flux, as in the third 
State, prefages Confumptions, various Kinds 
of Droply, or Ulcers of the Matrix, confe- 
quently it is to be pronounced a dangerous 
Cafe. 

4, The laft sieritioned Affection threatens 
much more, becaufe it gives room to more 
ferious Confumptions, but particularly to can- 
cerous Ulcers of the Matrix, through the cor- 
rofive Quality which the Humour of the. 
fluor Albus acquires at length. 


CURE. 


Of the four different Cafes before menition- 
ed, we fhall treat here only of the two firft, 
referving that of the habitual ‘or immoderate 

F 4 Menftru- 


me? OF THE! DVS EAGES 
Menftruation for another Place, as alfo’ the 
Suppreffion attended by a Fluor Albus. | 

As to the two firft, though they are not 
deemed real Diforders, yet they juftly deferve 
the Phyfician’s Attention; the Method of Cure 
of both is much the fame. | 

1. Therefore, that the Evacuation: intercept. 
ed by the Uterus may be recompenfed by. driv- 
ing the Blood by other Pafflages, bleeding in 
the Arm, never in the Foot, js to be inftituted; 
for bleeding in the latter would in. vain derive 
the Humours to the Userus; on the-contrary; 
it would augment the Evil: Nor.is Bleeding 
as neceflary in the firft, as in the fecond Cafe; 
in general, it may be repeated. every. twa 
Months, or according to fome, every three 
Months, during the firft Year of the declin- 
ing Menjfes. Some order. this only twice a 
Year; but the only Rule in this, Cafe. is the 
Patient's Temperament, Nourifhment, and 
Degree of the Plethora. Next  to-bleeding, 
the Patient fhould eat {paringly and temperate- 
ly; nay, Nature is fo provident at this) Time, 
that the difpofes:moft of thefe Patients to ab- 
hor their Victuals,. though fome Women in 
this Cafe, indulge their Appetite. by forcing. 
Nature; but thefe, as well as the former, 
fhould abftain from. peppered or high-feafoned | 
Meats, and eat fparingly of diluting cooling 
Aliments. . Let thempalfo exercife hearuily, in 
idler ta enpteate fo Beafpisation, 


g. Let 
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2. Let them be gently purged every two 
Months, to. fcour the firft Paflages; thus the 
Symptoms are alleviated, not only by cleanfing 
the Prime via, but alfo by deriving the lacteal 
Humour, the principal Caufe of the Evil, to 
the inteftines, and purging it by the Anus 
for which Reafons alfo Clyfters do not want 
Succefs in this Diforder. 

3. Next to Purgatives, I know no Reme- 
dies fo efficacious as Diureticks, thefe particu+ 
larly of the hot Kind; for they plentifully dif- 
charge the Milk by Urine, as the Urine proves 
when it grows cold: Wherefore let the Pa- 
tient drink plentifully of Green or other Tea, 
or of the Infufion of the Leaves of Melj iff. 
Salv. Artemif, Matricar, or of the Infufion 
of the ordinary vulnerary Plants. 

Two Reafons; which the Phyficians fhould 
know, make Women ardently covet their Men- 
ftrua, 
ao Fe dyelty ee want of their Ordinaries, they 
fhould be efteemed'too old and unfit for Ge- 
neration; wherefore they folicitthe Phyfician to 
bleed them in the Foot, for which they alledge 
fome” finiftrous*Reafons," The Phyfician, out 
of Ignorance,or Complaifance, frequently yields 
to their Importunities, and orders this Bleeding ; 
nay what is worfe, he prefcribes Emmena- 
sogues, both ‘which may give Occafion to a 
Rupture of the uterine Veffels, and violent 
Fiemorrhages,» or. to ‘an Obftruétion and In- 
flammation, of the Urerus. Thus you fee the 
Pisestity of being very. prudent and cautious. 

in 
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in your Vifits to old or out of date Women, 
who ftrive to become, as it were young once 
again. 

2. Married Women whofe Menffrua begin to 
decline, ftrenuoufly prefs for their Reftauration, 
that they fhould not, as they imagine, be de- 
prived of the Fruit of Generation: Or if it 
be a Widow or unmarried Women, who by 
Misfortune is pregnant, fhe defires to have her 
Menfes reftored, in order to difcharge herfelf 
of her Burden. : 

As to the Species of declining Men/frua 
treated in the above Cure, if they be attended 
with violent hyfterick Fits, order Clyfters of 
the Decoction of Meli/[a, Artemi/- and the like, 
which if neceflary, you may render carmina- 
tive, by adding Bacc. Laur. &c, the Diure- 
ticks above mentioned will be alfo of Ufe, 
ordering betwixt whiles, fome anti-hyfterick 
Draughts of the Waters of that Clafs, as Ag. 
Flor, Aurant. in which you put fomething of 
Tiné?, Myrrh. Aff. Fetid, or the like, nay 
fometimes a few drops of the Gutt, Anodyn. 


Cuap. VIII. 
Of the morbid Suppreffion of the Men- 


rua. 
he kag Suppreffion of the Menfirua in ge- 
neral, is three-fold, natural, non-natural 


and preternatural, or as they fay, contra na 
furam; 
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turam; the firft is that which happens to Wo- 
men betwixt forty and fifty Years old. The 
non-natural is obfervable in pregnant Women 
and Nurfes, both which are not of the prefent 
purpofe; fo I come to the third, which will 
be the Subject of the prefent Difcourfe. — 

_ This Suppreffion happens in the interval of 
the incipient and declining Menjes, of which 
above; fo it fuppofes that the Patient had a 
regular Menftruation before. 

Phyficians call that a Suppreffion, where 
the Menftrua difappear intirely or in Part only: 
So we may diftinguifh it into perfect and im- 
perfect. The Men/es are faid to be totally fup- 
prefled, if no Signs thereof appear at the ex- 
pected Periods, or intermediate Spaces. The 
Menfirua may be imperfect in their Duration, 
Quantity, or Period: Thus inftead of hold- 
ing thtee or four Days, they may hold but 
one; inftead of twelve Ounces, fix only may 
be excerned; or finally, inftead of returning 
Monthly, they may appear but once in fix 
Weeks. or two Months, &c. Thus if Wo- 
men have their menftrual Difcharge at longer 
Intervals, lefs copioufly, or fhorter Durations 
than ufual, they are commonly faid to be 
obftructed. 


CAUSES, 


The Caufes of regular Menftruation, which 
yield great Light to this Theory, I prefuppofe 
fufliciently known to you, from what I have 

hitherto 
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hitherto faid, Now if the Veffels intended: for 
receiving the ladeal Humour or Blood, receive | 
very little of either, a Suppreffion of | tlie Men es 
will fupervene ; the Caules of 'this.are. 7 
¥. The Vice of the -Colatoria or Vefi aul 
lattee, as their’ Hardnefs: and Inflexibility 4 ; 
conifequently they will not yield to their Dila- 
tation, nor receive their ufual Liquids. °If 
this confifts in a vicious Conformation, a has 
bitual Suppreffion will enfuew: >: 
»o2./Thete Colatorza may be obftruated; com- 
prefied, or deftoyed: ‘The Obftruction. proceeds 
from inf{piffated Lymph or Milk; the Compref- 
fion from a Scirrbus, fcwrhous'Tumour, or Ins 
flammation of the Uterus, «for weifind thatall 
thefe Vices are attended witha Suppreflion of 
the Menjirua, though the Inflammation: never 
caufes an habitual:one; the Deftruction of the 
Veficule lacee 1s:owing to Ulcers, Ge. ‘of ths 
internal Surface of the Uterus, 10 baw 

.3.The Veficles receive ‘no: Milky: sehen 4 dt 
docs not) prefent itfelf to their Orifices, as 
when it is diverted to other Emun@ories » Thus 
it happens in=Nurfes,: by being carried off by 
the, Breafts;-:inthefe who exercife hard, -by- 
Tranf{piration ;.iteis:alfo-drained) away. by the 
Encreafe of other Evacuations, as.frequent 
Venefection, large Hzemorrhages, repeated © 
Purgation, Diarrheas, Ge, |) 

4. Though the Colatoria loétea were in all 
‘other refpects, well ‘conditionéd, » yet if) they 
let-their Contents flow as faft as the :Humours’ 
BiRaRE themfelyes, as we, ablerye. in ca Eluor. 

Albus 
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Albus, a Suppreffion of Menfirua will hap- 
pen for Want of oneper iia on the fanguin 
Veins, 

Thefe are the Vices of the Colatoria la&ea, 
Now. of the Vices of the ppendices cece, 
which are, 1, their Hardnefs and Inflexibility ; 
2, their Compreffion or Conftriction from the 
Hardnefs or contractile Force of the Matrix; 
3. the too finall Quantity of Blood which pre= 
fents itfelf, 

1. The Hardnefs of the Appendices com- 
monly fprings from a vicious Conformation of 
the Matrix ; whence fome Women have an ha- 
bitual Difficulty of Menftruation; yet this ts 
- not fufficient to explain why a Woman once 
fubject to regular. Menffrua may have after- 
wards a Suppreflion of them. 

2A nS Compreffion or Conftri@tion of the 
Veins is owing to a Scirrbusor violent Condenfa- 
tion and Contra@tion of their Fibres thro’ fudden 
Cold. Hence we obferve, thatthe Ven/frua are 
in a {maller Quantity in Winter than in Sum- 
mer, This happens as naturally in the Uterus as 
we fee it does in the Cwtzs in fudden Colds, 

3. The laft and moft frequent Caufe is the 
Difficulty or rather Impoflibility of impelling 
the Blood into the .4ppendices cece : For tho’ 
the venal Trunks are fufficiently diftended with 
Blood, no Dilcharge of the Menjes will enfue, 
if the Blood be not impelled in due Quantity, 
and with fuffacient Force or Momentum into 
~ the faid Appendices, But as by the contractile 
Power and Elafticity of the Solids, the Quan- 


tity 
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tity’ and Quality of the:Fluids are in the pre- 
fent Cafe infufficient to overcome the obftru@- 
ing Caufe. of the above Appendices, no Flux 
will happen.. 

1. The Motion of the Solids, particularly 
of the Heart, by. whofe Action the Humours 
are principally impelled, is weakened by pre- 
ceding Diforders, Want of Animal Spirits thro’ 
Hemorrhages, &c. to which add the lax Tex~ 
- ture and State of the Arteries. 

2. The Vice may confiit: in the Quality of 
the Fluids, as their too great Spiffitude; hencé 
they will flow flowly. And as*the Shock of 
all Bodies, according to that invariable Law of 
Phyficks is equal to the Product of their Mafs 
multiplied by their Velocity; and their Velo- 
city in the prefent Cafe being very inconfider. 
able, they cannot furmount the Refiftance of 
the Appendices, though in themfelves well 
conditioned. The Want of fufficient Momen- 
tum may alfo proceed from a Defeé& in the 
Quantity of the Blood; for if the Quantity be 
reduced to the 4, the Shock will be reduced 
to the 4, or to the Square of the extracted 
Quantity. The Want of fufficient Blood is 
owing to Hemorrhages, Want of due Nou-— 
tifhment, fevere Diftempers, efpecially fuch as 
are accompanied with Evacuations, which im- 
poverifh the Blood. : 

If the Want of Velocity, and the Quantity 
of the Homours doth concur with their weak 
Impulfion by the Solids, the Effect will be the 
more fenfible, the Refiftance will be infur- 

mountable, 
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mountable, confequently no Menftruation will 
enfue. 

Before we put an end to the Explication of 
the Caufes, we fhould explain, how the fud- 
den Suppreffion of the Menfirua in the Time 
of their Flux doth happen; becaufe this is a 
particular Cafe, and fomewhat foreign to the 
Suppreflion we treat of, which commonly hap- 
pens by degrees, 

The moft exa& Obfervations we have on 
this Cafe inform us, that it is produced only 
by two Caufes: 1. By fudden Cold, to which 
the Patient expofes herfelf in the Time of the 
Flux, as being thin clothed, bathing her Bo- 
dy, Hands, or Feet in cold Water, drinking 
plentifully of the fame, or going bare-footed ; 
laftly, aftringent Remedies which conftringe 
the Veffels, is render the Blood vilcid and 
cohefive, 2. Violent Paflions of the Mind, 
as fudden per, Anger, Sadnefs, &c. 

1. By Cold is induced a fadden ConftriGion 
of the Fibres of the Matrix, whereby the 
gaping Veflels of that Organ are purfed up, 
as we fee at the fame Time in the Fibres of 
the Skin; or you may explain this Phenome- 
non by the Laws of Sympathy, a Conftri€tion 
of the Matrix being induced per confenfum, 
through the Conftriction of the inferior Ex- 
tremities. 

2. The fudden Suppreffion of this Flux 
thro’ Paffions of the Mind, is alfo an Effect 
of Sympathy; for as thefe produce a Con- 
vulfive Contraétion in the other Parts, it is alfo 

probe 
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probable they have the fame Power over the 
Urerus. 

It may be objected, that-as thefe Caufes 
are tranfitory, the Effects fhould be fo too, 
This is true, when the above Paffions are mo 
derate; but if they be violent, the confequent 
Suppreffion may hold nine Months or more. 
This longer Duration I am apt to attribute to 
a kind of Coalition in the Orifices of the Co- 
latoria laétea, and venal Appendices; becaufe 
of their being purfed up for a Time by the 
preceding Contraction; wherefore the enfuing 
impetus of the Blood muft be confiderable to 
overcome it. 

Thus we have aulaeed as well the graa 
dual as fudden Suppreflion of the Men/es, 
now of their 


DIFFERENCES. 


The Suppreffion of the Menftrua is perfect 
or imperfect, flow or fudden, accompanied 
with no Accidents, as Pain, hyfteric Fits, Ge. 
or accompanied with many Symptoms: There 
is a Suppreffion attended with a Fluor Albus, 
another -without; in the former the Humor 
laéteus is difcharged by the Uterus; in the 

latter it regurgitates into the Blood. 


SYMPTOMS, 


T hefe Accidents are as various as the Spe= 
cies of Suppreffion which they attend; for 
. . '  fome 


a 
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fome are infeparable from a fudden Suppref- 
fion, others from a flow one; a Supprefiion 
with Fluor Albus has its particular Symptoms 
as alfo that without fucha Flux: The fame 
thing may be faid of the Supprefflion with In- 
farction of the Uterus, and of that where there 
is no, fuch; wherefore to avoid Prolixity, we 
fhall deliver the Accidents of this Supprefiion 
in general, remarking in the interim now and 
then, the particular Cafes to which they may 
- be referred. | 

1. Therefore, the Patient is fubjeét to Inap- 
petency, from the Suppreflion and Regurgita- 
tion of the laéteous Humour into the Blood; 
whence it is mixed with the Sa/iva and Hu- 
mor gaftricus; from a Defect of which alfo 
{pring Pica and Malacta, or an unnatural 
Defire of Feeding on fuch things as are ac- 
counted noxious, or unfit for Nutrition; both 
which Accidents never appear when the Milk 
is difcharged, as in the Fluor Albus, by the 
‘Breatts in Nurfes, by the Cuzzs in hard Exer- 
cife, and fuch Vilée Evacuations. 

2. Heat and Pain in the Uferus; or, as 
_ fome refer them, in the Kidneys; uterine Cho- 
licks, Heavinefs or great Weight about the 
laft Vertebre of the Spina dorfi; all thefe pro- 
ceed from the great Plenitude of the uterine 
Veffels ; but if the uterine Veins are not over- 
charged with Blood, nor the Colatoria with 
Milk, no particular Plethora nor faid Acci- 
dents fupervene, 7 

3. Naufea and Pee through the Irri- 

tation 
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tation induced by the Crudities from Indige- 
ftions, or by the Vice of the digeftive Fer- 
ments; but I would rather explain this by 
Sympathy, the Pains of the Uterus per con- 
fenfum difordering the Stomach; jnft as it hap- 
pens in confequence of Nephritic Pains, or, 
as fome will have it in the laft Cafe by the 
Regurgitation of the Urine, which is blended 
with the Liguor Gaftricus, Gc. This Symp- 
tom is a frequent Attendant of the fudden 
Suppreflion of the Menftrua. 

4. Difficult Refpiration, Affections of the 
Head, &c. areSymptoms of a Plethora ; but if 
this be leffened by other Evacuations, as Fluor 
_ Albus, &c. few of thefe Symptoms appear, 

5. Conftant Infomma and troublefome 
Dreams, from the painful Impreffions made on 
the Uterus, or from the Infarction of the Vef- 
fels of the Head. Thefe if you check a little 
by the Ufe of proper Remedies, you convert 
them at leaft into odd Imaginations, : 

6. Hyfteric or Vapourith Fits, and frequent- 
ly moft of the Accidents of an Epilepfy, from 
the Infarétions of the Lungs and convulfive 
Contractions of the Diaphragm, Inteftines, &e, 
efpecially if the Uterus be in an inflamma- 
tory State. But of thefe more at length when’ 
we treat of Hyfteric Fits, | 

>. In the Supprefiion of the Afen/trua the 
Blood fometimes procures itfelf unufual Paf- 
fages, as by the Nofe, Fingers, Bulb of the 
Eyes, Inteftines, Kidneys, Lungs, &c. Some- 
times alfo the Plethora is critically difcharged 
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by Eryfipelata, and other cutaneous Erup- 
tions of the Face and other Parts of the Bo- 
dy, which yield to no other Remedy but re- 
peated Bleeding. But in {pight of all, the Blood 
is inclined to run to the fame Parts at the 
ftated Periods of Menftruation, through the 
Weaknefs and feeble Refiftance of the firft af- 
fected Parts. Hence, if the Stomach be weak- 
er in Proportion than the other Parts, the 
Blood will incline that Way. The fame thing 
may be faid of the Face, Eyes, Lungs, &c. 
Wherefore the Phyfician fhould be very cau- 
“tious what kind of Remedies he is to ufe in 
fuch Cafes; and thefe which he employs are 
to be levelled at the primary Diforder; nor 
is he to take a pure Symptom for a real 
Difeafe. 


DIAGNOSTICS. 


Thefe comprehend the Signs of the Difor- 
der, of its Species, and of its Caufes. 

1. The Diagnoftics of the Diforder are evi- 
dent; for the Patient will fufficiently inform 
you that fhe has a Suppreffion of her Men- 
jfirua, with regard to their Duration, Quantity, 
or Period, or their different Combinations. 

- But here occurs a Difficulty of great Im- 
portance, viz. to diftinguifh a morbid Sup- 
preflion of the Men/irua from that induced by 
Pregnancy, except the Phyfician has to do 
with a Woman of Probity, ora married one; 
for the common People, and all thofe defti- 
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tute of good Principles, commonly impofe on - 
him, faying, that their Suppreflion is morbid, 
in order to get rid of their Burthen by the 
Remedies ordered for that Diforder: Where- 
fore the Phyfician is to be very circumfpeét in 
this Cafe, afking the Patient how long the has. 
been ill, and the like Queitions; fo that fhe may 
at length betray herfelf, by faying fhe has been 
indifpofed for two or three Months only, that 
the Symptoms begin to ceafe, Gc. If thus, you 
have juft Reafon to fufpect fhe is pregnant; then 
amufe her by faying that when fhe is prepared 
you will undertake the Cure, or when the © 
fair Weather begins, at which Time the Mat- 
ter will be evident, by the Signs we {hall 
mention hereafter, particularly by the Ceffa- 
tion of moft of the Symptoms of a morbid 
Suppreflion: Whilft on the contrary, thefe of 
a morbid one grow daily more violent, fuch as 
Palenefs, Heavinels, and Laffitude, ith other 
Symptoms of the Matrix, moft of which 
feldom attend Pregnancy, 

If the Patient be a Widow or unmarried, 
though fhe be with Child, fhe will rarely tell 
the Truth: But you are to examine her, as 
above; and if fhe betrays herfelf by telling | 
that it is three or four Months ago, fince her 
Diforder begun, you are to examine the Hy- 
pogaftrium, whote oval Tumour in the Re- 
gion of the Uterus, and the Motion of the 
Child at that Time, efpecially if the Belly be 
felt witha warm Hand, will declarethe Truth. 
But beware that fhe do not impofe on you by 

coughing 
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coughing, to which fhe attributes the Motion 
of the Infant, If this Examination, as be- 
ing inftituted earlier than the third or fourth 
Month, ask how long the Diforder has held, 

whéther the was regularly purged of her Mez- 
firua before it, whether her Vomiting, Inap- 
petency, Diftafte, Longings, Gc. begin to de- 
cline. If, after all, you are doubtful of the 
Matter, prorogue the Cure, as before: But if 
you : are too much impor tuned to lend a help- 
ing Hand to the feeming diftreffed Condition 
of your Patient, you may order fome mild 
Aperitives, not exceeding thofe of the follow- 
ing Clafs, v7z. Sal. Veget. Sal. Glauber. Tart. 

Mart. IPL pulv. Cinnamom. cum Sacchar. 

and the like; which laft I frequently grant. 
Nor have. you any Reafon to apprehend ne 
Remedies; fo the only one you may dread, i 

bleeding in the Foot: this you may iicannd 

amufing the Patient with the above Aperitives ; 
but if you be ftill importuned, you may with 
fafety ordered one bleeding in that Part, for I 
‘never found it to be hurtful; nay, though the 
Perfons whom I treated frequently opened the 
fame Orifice afterwards, and extracted there- 
from four times the Quantity drawn in my 
Prefence. All thefe Precautions I own are not 
fo neceffary in Paris, through the provident 
Inflitution of Hofpitals, &c. to which thefe 
bafhful Perfons may have Recourfe to hide their 
Difhonour; but in the Countries, where there 
are no fuch Retreats, the Phyfician is to be 
always upon his guard. =~ 
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2. When once you difcover the Exiftence 
of the Diforder, you foon will learn whether 
or no it be attended with a Fluor Albus, Symp- 
toms of the Men/frua, whether it be a fudden 
or flow Suppreffion: In a Word, the Patient’s 
Relation and your own Reafon will inform 
you not only of thefe, but of all the other 
Species hitherto mentioned. : : 

3. By the fame Method you learn the 
Caufes, which for your greater Facility you 
may reduce to two general Heads: 

1, When the Suppreflion happens gradually 
with a Fluor Albus, you may attribute the 
Diforder to the Weaknefs and Relaxation of the 
uterine Veffels in general, 2. If it happens 
gradually without a Flour Albus, you are to 
examine through what particular Vice of the 
Uterus, and if there be all the Apparatus of 
the Menftrua; in which Cafes the Texture of 
the Urerus is too hard and inflexible, or what 
is more common, the Quantity of Blood in 
the Urerus is deficient; fo the Caufes are the 
too great Refiftance of the Solids, and weak 
Momentum of the Fluids. If none of the 
Humor laéteus is difcharged by the Uterus, but 
is derived by other Paffages, the Caufe of the 
fupprefled Menfirua is owing to thefe Evacua- 
tions. A florid Colour in the Face, a ftrong 
Pulfe, a tenfive Pain about the Uterus, and a 
Turgency of the Veins; which four laft Symp- 
toms are certain Signs the Obftruction proceeds 
from a Tenacity of the Veffels, 
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PROGNOSTICKS. 


This Diforder in general is very incommo- 
dious; for thence fpring Inappetency, Pzca, 
Malacia, and feveral other troublefome Symp- 
toms. If the Suppreffion be habitual and ob- 
ftinate, a Sczrrbus or Dropfy of the Uterus com- 
monly follow, or a Rupture of the Blood-Vef- 
fels of fome other Part, from the Plethora, 
but above all, in the Lungs; wherefore this. | 
Diforder demands great Attention, Yet the 
Danger is not equally great in all its Species; 
for it is lefs in a Suppreflion without Infarction 
of the Urterus, or other Symptoms of the 
Menfirua, than where fuch appear, with a 
Fluor Albus, Gc, becaufe the laft frequently 
recurs, bringing along with it the Symptoms 
of an uterine Plethora, and continually aug- 
menting the Obftrudtion, till. it becomes very 
obftinate and’ incorrigible; and. all. this with- 
out any Evacuation. Nor does the Obftruction 
attended with a Fluor Albus, want Danger; 
for this Flux at length becomes habitual; the 
Humour from yellow becomes green. and a- 
crid, corrodes and ulcerates the Uferus, or gives 
room to Dropfies thereof, &c. 

In, general, the Difficulty. of Cure, and the 
Danger of the Difeafe, are to be eftimated 
from the Degree of the Symptoms, compared 
with the Time of the Suppreffion. 


CURE 
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CuRE, 


I do not pretend to give you here the Treat- 
ment of the four different Cafes before-men- 
tioned; for you will find the Cure of this 
Suppreffion with Fluor Albus, in the Chap- 
ter of that Diforder, Nor ‘is the Suppreffion 
caufed by the Evacuation of the Humor laéfeus 
through other Paffages commonly treated, be- 
ing only a Symptom of another Diforder ; nei- 
ther does it merit any particular Cure in Nurfes, 
_ nor in thofe who are fubje¢t to it through too 
great Tranfpiration, &c. 

Wherefore I come to the two firft Species 
of Suppreffion, the one being caufed by the 
Refiftance and Inflexibility of the uterine Vef- 
fels, the other proceeding from their Obftru- 
ction, Compreflion, &c, both which, particu- 
larly the former, are attended with the moft 
confiderable Symptoms, 

Before we enter into a Detail of the Cure 
of the faid two Species, it will not be amifs 
to fay fomething of the Method of treating 
fome Symptoms which accompany this Sup- 
preflion, though they belong to another Trea- 
tife; thefe are Diarrhea, Diabetes or large 
Flux of Urine, immbderatel Tran{piration, 
&c. which you are to check by their refpe- 
ctive Remedies, to be met with, for the moft 
part, in the Treatife of the Diforders!of the 
lower Belly. 

The Species therefore to be fpoke of in 
this Cure, are thefe attended with all or moft 

of 
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of the Accidents of Menftruation without 
a Flux; and which we more frequently 
meet with in Women who were never regu- 
larly purged of their Men/es. This. Kind, 
in as much as it pre-fuppofes a Hardnefs and 
Rigidity of the Uterus, which oppofes the In- . 
grefs of the uterine Milk, &c. into its proper 
Veffels, whence it regurgitates into the Blood; 
this, I fay, demands the following Indications: 

1. To relax and humect the Fibres of the 
Uterus. 2. To augment the Impulfe and 
Momentum of the Fluids by aperitive, attenu- 
ating Emmenagogues. 3. To give a fudden 
Shock to that Organ, in order to exprefs and 
evacuate the Humours thus prepared. 

1. The firft Indication being of great Mo- 
ment, and as neceflary in the menftrual Sup- 
preflion of «thofe who were formerly. well 
purged of their Ordinaries, as in fuch as 
were not, a Relaxation of the Userus being 
equally indicated in both Places; for inthe 
Abfence of the Menjirua, the Uteres befides 
the principal Caufe, is corrugated and indu- 
rated, juft as the Bladder is in a-Suppreffion 
of the Urine; for thefe Reafons Emollients are 
of great Ufe in this Circumftance, both. by 
relaxing the Texture of the Matrix, and di- 
minifhing the Refiftance which the Fluids 
meet with therein: Diluents and Humectants 
are alfo> ufeful; -yet to all, thefe Remedies 
Bleeding fhould be premifed; for it fo power- 
‘fully corrects the Inflexibility and Refiftance 
of the Veffels, that after the firft Bleeding, 
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the Men/ftrua have frequently appeared; one 


in the Arm is of more Service, than feveral in 
the Foot, as the latter augments rather the In- 
farétion of the Uterus, Nor fhould youw be: 
fo ready to order it in the Arm itfelf, if the 
Greatnefs of the Plethora does not encourage 
it; for otherwife the Revulfion which it 
eaufes would diminifh the Impulfe of the 
Fluids on the Uterus. 

Next to bleeding, let Baths, Half-baths, 
and Fomentations be employed. Thefe are 
made of _emollient Plants, fuch as Maly, Bif- 
malo, Partet. Branc. Urfin, &c. You may alfo 
order the boiled Plants to be applied warm 
to the Region of the Womb, betwixt two. 
Cloaths. The Patient may alfo receive the Va- 
your of the faid Decoctions moderately warm, 
Sirouit a perforated Chair, into the Uterus; 


or what is more efficacious, let the Vapour be 


received into the Vagina by a Tunnel. Emol- 


-lient Injections of the fame Decoétions may 


be made by a proper Cazula, introduced into 
the Vagina. Emollient Peffaries are recom- 
mended for the fame Purpofe, which, though 
ufeful, are no longer in Practice; but if they 
are demanded, let them be made of the Pulp 
of emollient Plants, or their Juice, reduced to 
a proper Confiftence, made in that Form with 
Cotton. Md 
Narcoticks are of extraordinary Service in 
this Cafe, as will be remarked by and by. If 
thefe Remedies fail, I know no other 4fy/um 


. but Matrimony, which has fuch Influence on 


this 
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this Organ, by relaxing it and deriving copi- 
oufly the humours thereunto, that the Men- — 
ftrua foon after frequently appear. | 

2. On the fecond Indication we fhall infift 
much more than on the reft: For what can be 
more ufeful after the abovefaid Preparations, 
than to accelerate the Motion of the Blood, 
and-encreafe its Momentum. ‘This is perform- 
ed by Emmenagogues, properly {peaking, and 
other Aperitives; for though fimple Aperi- 
tives are Emmanagogues, nay very often more 
effacacious than fuch as bear that Name, yet 
this Term is moftly confined to fignify only 
foetid aperitives. We will reduce fuch as we 
intend for this Purpofe to certain Claffes, be- 
ginning with the milder Sort ; as, 

1. Rad. utriufg. Ariftoloch. Rub. Tint. A- 
non. Eryng. Afparag. ap. Angelic. tmperat. 
which are employed in Apozems or Broths, 
3 ff, of each, if feveral of them are employed 
at once, or an Ounce only, if few. 

2. The following being moftly Bitters are 
more aperitive Emmenagogues, Fol. Artemif. 
Matricar. Puleg. Origan. Tanacet. Chamedr, 
Chamepit. whofe Summities as well as Leaves 
may be ufed tog. S. They are prepared as in 
the firft Clafs, | 

3. This Clafs confifts of Aromaticks, as 
Cinnamom. Macif. Nuc. Mofchat.,Croc. Orient. 
pulv. ad xx gr. of any of them, or let them 
be ordered in the Form of Electuaries, Pills, 
Bolus, €e. 

4. Thefé 
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4. Thefe are the Emmenagoga of the ani- 
mal Tribe, fuch as Caffor. that infpiffated Li- 
quor found in the Tefticles of the Beaver, 
Milleped. pulv. Viper. and in complaifance you 
may permit the Ufe of a Remedy, on which 
fome exceedingly doat, vz. the Power of 
Horfe’s Tefticles. All the foregoing may be 
prefcribed under the fame Form, or in Tablets, 
&c, to XV gr. 

5. Next come the Minerals, nen are the 
moit frequent and efficacious Remedies in this 
Diforder, fuch as Borax. Sal. admir. Glaub. 
Sal. de duob, though mild Aperitives, yet they 
heat a little; to this Clafs.alfo belong all the 
aperitive Preparations of Mars, as Croc. Mart. 
Aper. Flor. Mart, Limat, Ferr, porphyrizat. 
&c. Amber vel fuccin, Flav, and all the Prepa- 
rations of Mercury, which purge but little or 
not at all; as Aithzop. min. Aquil, Alb. Merc. 
— dul, to xx gr. 

6. This laft Clafs comprehends the moft 
fpecifick and reputed Emmenagoga, as the 
Gums Sagap. Galban. Bdellium, Oppopan. Affa 
Fetid, Aloe, Myr, Sc. 

As to the Forms of thefe Remedies in ge- 
neral; the Salts and moft of the Plants in A- 
pozems or Broths, the powdered Aromaticks 
in Tablets and Ele¢ctuaries, the Minerals in 
Pills, the Animals and Gums in Boles, &e, 
are prefcribed, 

‘To every dofe of the preceeding Remedies, 
you may add a {mall Quantity of Opium or 
Laud, liquid. of the former + Grain, 4 the 

. . atter 
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latter ix Drops; for this corrects the Vio- 
lence of the moft powerful Emmenagogues, 
by preventing, the Rupture of the Vef 
fels, in as much as it fo relaxes them, that 
they yield without Danger to the rarified 
Blood; by its particular Rarefaction it alfo 
augments the Efficacy of thofe Remedies; for 
we daily fee that a moderate Dofe of Opium 
renders a Man as gay, merry, and warm, as a 
Bottle of good Wine. | 

3. After relaxing the Solids and attenuating 
the Fluids, the next indication is to give fome 
fudden Shock to the Matrix, that it may dif- 
charge the fuperfluous Humours thus pre- 
pared, This is fometimes fo eafily performed, 
that {peaking, laughing, &c. nay a light Com- 
preflion of the Hand thereon, provokes the 
Menftrua, Vf thefe don’t do, employ Purga- 
tives, particularly of the refinous Kind; fuch 
as Falap. Diagryd. pulv. Cornachin, &c. that 
by the Efforts the Patient makes in going to 
ftool, the Flux may be provoked. 

Sternutatories are {till more powerful; of this 
Clafs is Snuff mixed with Pulv. Euphorb. &e. 
If more efficacious Shocks are neceflary, or- 
der Emeticks, fuch as Yart. emet. if fimple 
vomiting be only intended; but if vomiting 
with Attenuation and Incifion of Phlegm in 
the Stomach be indicated, employ Jpecacuana, 
whofe principal Quality is to attenuate, 

If the preceeding Methods mifcarry, bleed- 
ing in the Foot feldom fails in peporib the 
lux ; 
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Flux ; nay, I have frequently feen this Bleed- 
ing to excite it in two Hours after. 

To irritate and ftrengthen the Matrix, 
and put the laft Hand to the Cure of this 
Suppreflion, employ Suffumigations of the 
Scoria of Antimony, or Sulph. aurat. An- 
tim. whofe Fume the Patient fhould receive 
into her Parts; and that it may act more effi- 
cacioufly, let it be conveyed thereto by the 
Help of a Tunnel, which fhould be kept at 
a proper Diftance from the Chaffing-dith, left 
the Fume fhould be too hot and irritating by 
keeping it too near, To fulfil this Indica- 
tion, fome recommend Peffaries made of the 
Juice of Mercurialts or Matricaria, &c. boil- 
ed to a proper Confiitence, and made with 
Cotton; or they may be made with Myrrd, 
Aloe, Sem. Nigell. Succ, Solan. in Mell. coétis. 
Once more, if ali fail, Matrimony is the laft 
Refort; for the venereal Aét does more than 
all other Remedies, 

Mercurials are ferviceable, becaufe they more 
powerfully force themfelves into the Courfe of 
Circulation, and alter the Cra/s of the Blood ; 
therefore after the Exhibition of a {trong Cai 
thartick, the Pulfe is always encreafed. 

After the Cure of the Suppreffion of the 
Menfirua we are not to forget fome Precau- 
tions with Regard to it; as, 

1, We fhould ferioufly examine whether 
the Patient be pregnant or not, otherwife the 
Confequence may be very prejudicial, not on- 
ly to the Patient, but alfo to the Phyfician’s 

Repu- 
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Reputation: The Method of doing this we 
have delivered above. 

2. Let your cooling, diluting, and emolli- 
ent Remedies always precede your Emmena- 
goga, efpecially in hot, dry, and atrabiliary 
‘Temperaments; but in a leffer Degree in fan- 
euin, fat, and relaxed Habits: For by this 
means the venal Appendices will the eafier 
yield to their Diftention. and Apertion ; more- 
over a Rupture and Hemorrhage from the 
Attenuation and Rarefation of the Fluids by 
the Emmenagoga is hereby prevented; or if 
thefe Diluents, &c. be not given immediately 
before, let them be at leaft after, or at the fame 
Time with the Emmenagoga. 

3. Always begin with the milder Aperitives, 
gradually afcending to the moft powerful Em- 
menagoga, pro renata; for Nature abhors fud- 
den Force, nor will the Veffels yield without 
Rupture to their fudden Dilatation ; whence 
violent Hemorrhage, Ulcers, &c. may hap- 
pen, to which the Supprefflion of the Men- 
firua is preferable. 

4. Employ the milder Emmenagoga in Win- 
ter and Summer. In the former, through the 
Denfity and Conftriction of the Veffels in that 
Seafon, whence they will hardly yield without 
Rupture; in the latter, through the Rarefaction 
of the Fluids which may have the fame Effect. 
So the ftronger Aperitives, may be ordered in 
Spring and Autumn, particularly in the former 
Seafon ; for the Veffels are then fomewhat re- 
laxed, and the Fluids moderately rarified: 

Whence 
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Whenec inveterate Suppreffions are commonly 
removed rather in Spring than any other Sea- 
fon of the Year. 

5. Moderate Exercife is proper, being ufed 
about the Return of the Periods. When there 
is a Vifcidity of the Juices, diluting Ptifans, 
Spoon-meats, and Aperitive Broths are ufeful : 
Sleep ought to be moderate, becaufe by In- 
creafing Perfpiration it retards the Flux. What- 
ever is taken as Aliment in this Cafe ought to 
be warm. 

If the Suppreffion be fo obftinate as to elude 
all thefe Efforts, you muft not force Nature 
or glut your Patient with continued Remedies; 
wherefore you fhould Palliate the Evil, by 
f{trengthening the digeftive Organ to promote 
good Digeftion; wherefore Purgatives, Diu- 
reticks, and the other Remedies to be men- 
tioned in the Cdlorofis, muft be prefcribed. 
The ftronger Emmenagoga fhould be intirely 
banifhed, particularly when the Men/frua are 
difcharged by unnatural Paflages, as the Nofe, 
Eyes, Kidneys, Inteftines, and above all, when 
they pafs by the Lungs, left a Phthifs may 
fupervene, as it commonly does. If thefe 
laft Accidents happen, treat the Patient as in 
an Hemopthifis, with Milk Diet, Diluents, . 
Bleeding, &c. As to the other Remarks to be 
made on this Subject, common Senfe and a 
proper Knowledge in Phyfick will fuggeft them. 

N.B. As the Menjfes are wanting in thole 

who are with Child, or give Suck, with- 
out injuring the Health, fometimes alfo 
| in 
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~ in Perfons who are gro/s and athletick ; 
for in thefe the redundant Moifture is 
thrown forth by the Pores, in thofe it is 
converted into Fat: Therefore the Men/es 
are not to be provoked, becaufe they 
ought not to flow. Laftly, If the Blood 
be deficient, if too great an Evacuation, 
if a chronick Difeafe, or great Want, 
have preceded, the Men/es are in no 
wife to be brought down, till the Strength 
is recruited; becaufe the Suppreffion is fo 
far from being injurious to thefe Women, 
that it would rather occafion a Diftemper, 
if the Flux fhould unfeafonably be excited. 


CuHape. IX. 
Of the immoderate Flux of the Menfes. 


Wy Hat I underftand by this immoderate 

Flux, is when the Men/es exceed their u- 
fual Quantity, the Patient’s Diet, &c. remaining 
the fame ; as when inftead of ro or 12 Ounces 
_a Month, fhe lofes 20 or 24 Ounces, This 
Immoderation may happen, 1. With Regard 
to the Period, as when the Men/es return 
more frequently. 2. By their longer Dura- 
tion. 3. From their Rapidity or more abun- 
dant Effufion in a given Time. Thefe Va- 
rieties may, in fome Meafure, be efteemed 
three different Diforders; yet they may be va- 


rionfly combined, as two or all together, which 
H laft 
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Jaft’ is rare; bat when it happens, the Hz- 
morthage i is exceilive, 

Before we fay any more of this Matter, we 
are to obferve that what feems to be an im- 
moderate Flux: in one Woman, with Regard 
to the Period, uration or Rapidity, may be 
natural ‘in another, ‘Therefore-we are to ex- 
amine the Patient's Manner of Living, Tem- 
petament, ‘Diet, Air, Climate, @&c, Thus a 
fanguine, replete and flexible Conftitution will 
be more plentifully purged than thofe of a 
contrary Habit of Body; thofe alfo of a hot 
Climate more than fuch as live in a cold one; 
young Women more than old ones; fuch as 
lead a fedentary Life more than thofe who ex- 
ercife heartily, as Peafants, &c. But to return 
to the Explication of the three Cafes before 
mentioned. 

1. The Menfirua are too abundant, with 
Regard to the Period, when, inftead of re- 
turning once a Month, they appear twice, &c, 
This is owing to the Vice of the Colatoria 
laétea, venal Appendices, Plenitude or Rapi- 
dity of the Blood, or of their different Com- 
binations, 

1. The Colatoria laétea or Veficule, being, 
as it were, the primum mobile of Menttruation, 
may promote this fuperfluous Evacuation by 
their too great and frequent Diftention from — 
the lacteal CMP as when, inftead of being 

monthly replenifhed, they are every fifteen 
Days, This Fault proceeds from the twa 
great Quantity or Spiffitude»of the faid Hu-: 

mour 


mour: The Ouastity | is the Effet df too much 

Chyle from the Nourifhment of fucculent A- 
liments; its Spiffitude is the Product of indi- 
geftible’ hard Aliments, fedentary Life, &c. 
for thefe Reafons Citizens are more frequently 
fubject to this Difeafe than Country Women, 
who generally have their Men/es but once in five 
or fix Weeks. “The too great Quantity or 
Spiffitude of the uterine Milk is alfo frequent- 
ly obfervable in Nurfes, who fuddenly fup- 
prefs their Milk; for this once fuppreffed in 
the Breatts, is immediately derived to the U- 
Lerus, 

2. This immoderate Evacuation may pro- 
ceed from the Vice of the Appendices vendf, 
whence they are frequently opened, as when 
they are of a fpongy, rare, and foft Texture; 
though the Colatoria laétea were well difpofed 
at the fame Time. This may be a Defeét in 
the Conformation of thefe Vefflels, or their 
Relaxation may be induced by a habitual Fluor. 
Albus; yet in this Cafe the fanguine Flux is 
rately confiderable, though it ftill anticipates 
the ufual Period. Finally, the frequency of 
the Menfirua may proceed from the Varices 
of the uterine Veins, or their Relaxation thro’ 
frequent and difficult Births or Abortions, 
This Effect may likewife {pring from the Rup- 
ture or Ulcers of the venal Appendices, through 
the Abufe of Emmenagogues, &c. 

3. This frequent Menftruation may pro- 
ceed from ‘the Vice of the Blood alone, tho ’the 
. Colatoria or Veficule latiee, and Appendices be 

H 2 well 
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well conditioned.. The Caufes and Effects of 
this Clafs are very fr equent, for the _Impulfe of 
the Blood in this Cafe is owing to a real P/e- 
thora, or an apparent one from the Rarefac- 
tion of the Blood, or to its rapid Circulation 
alone; all which are very common, and evi- 
dently capable of producing too frequent Men- 
itruation, efpecially if we fuppofe the uterine 
Veffels to make no great Refiftance to the im- 
pelled Humours, The real Plethora proceeds 
from abundant Nourifhment, and little Diffi- 
pation; the fpurious or preternatural Rarefac- 
tion {prings from violent Exercife ; the Impe- 
tuofity of the Circulation .is caufed. by the 
fame Excefs as the preceding, or the Abufe 
of f{pirituous Liquors, &c, This Flux is more 
or lefs frequent and abundant, according to the 
various Combination of tHefe feveral Caufes, 

~ Now we come to the fecond Head, where- 
by we difcover the Immoderation of the Men- 
fes, viz. the Time of their Duration. This 
Vice of Menftruation, as well as the former, 
may be owing to the Colatoria lactea, Appen- 
dices venofi, or the Blood alone, more or lefs 
combined, the one with the other, or all to- 
gether. 

1. ‘The principal Vice of the Colatoria laétea, 

is, that they receive too much Milk, which 
they alfo retain too long. Thefe Vefiels, thus 
continually dilated, comprefs without any con- 
fiderable Intermiflion, the Appendices venofi; 
whence refults an habitual fanguine Evacua- 


tion. 
| This 
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- This conftant Diftention of the uterine lac- 
teals, proceeds'from the great Quantity of 
fpiffid Chyle, or the Coar€tation, Obttruction, 
and Compreflion of the Colatoria, whereby 
they retain too long their Contents. The fu- 
per-abundant and vicious Chy/e is owing toa 
fedentary Life, great Quantity of fucculent 
and {piffid Aliments; for’ we find that thofe 
who live fparingly, or on low Diet, and ex- 
ercife much, are rarely fubject to this Affec-’ 
tion, As to the Caufes of Obftruction, Co- 
arctation and Compreflion, they are manifeft 
from what we have hitherto faid, or what we 
fhall explain of the Matter hereafter, 

2. The Vice of the Appendices venof may 
proceed from many Caufes, as if they be na- 
turally opened and feldom contratted,. as it 
frequently happens after fome Births; but 
much more if they be too lax, and above all, 
if they be laterally ruptured, being a different 
Cafe from their Expanfion or Aperture attheir — 
Extremities; the former being’clofed by a Ci- 
catrix, the later by a natural Contraétion, or 
elaftick Conftriction of the Extremities of the 
| Appendices venof, Finally, the menftrual E- 
vacuation may hold too long, if the Appendi- 
ces be opened or corroded by Exulcerations, &e. 

3. Independant of any Defect, either in the 
Colatoria lactea or Appendices venof, the Blood 
alone may give Room to the longer Duration 
of the Menfes, as when the general as weil 
as the particular Plethoré are very great: So 
that the fanguine Evacuation will hold in the 

, ie eke Ab fame 
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fame Proportion, till both ate fufficiently di- 
minifhed, whether the. Plethora be real, or ap- 
parent; only from RarefaCtion, &e. ‘Too great 
Nourifhment, Rarefaction from hot Weather, 
Exercife, {pirituous Liquors, &c.: caufe this, 
efpecially if they be continued, and that their 
Effedis, are fo \modified as. to become more 
habitual than in the former Cafe; | the fame 
Thing:may be faid of the Varices of the U- 
terine Veins, ‘To the Vices of the Blood, add 
its Impetuofity, which will have the fame Ef- 
fet with the too great Quantity; fo that the 
Caufes are equally permanent.in both, Thus 
we fee in fome Fevers how the fimple Impe- 
tuohity’ of the Blood ‘procures itfelf a Paflage 
through which» it flows for..a confiderable 
Time, OF | | 

» This Species of immoderate Men/es will be 
the more or lefs abundant, according as more 
or lefs of the recited Caufes and Defects of the 
Veflels, €Fc. concur. 

Finally, the.third Rule whereby we difover 
the Exorbitance of the Men/frua, is by the 
Rapidity or Impetuofity of the flowing Blood 
in a given Time: For the Diameters of the 
Veffels remaining the fame, the Quantity of 
the flowing Blood in a determined Time is 
proportional to the Velocity of the fame: yet 
to this Species alfo. concur the different Vices 
of the Colatoria and Appendices ; the firft con- 
tribute by their great Plenitude and Compref- 
fion in a given Time, from the Caufes already 
mentioned. The ppendices concur by their 

too 
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too great. Laxity, large Diameters, or Elafti- 
city and Obftructions; not forgetting the other 
Qualities of the Blood, as its great Quantity 
and Rarefaction from Fevers, Paffions, @e. 

As this laft Vice of the Menfirua is com- 
bined with the reft, whether one or all, .& 
vice verfa, the Evacuation will be in Propor- 
tion: Nay, all the three Cafes may be fome- 
‘times, combined, through the great Affinity 
they have with each other: But then the E- 
vacuation is. very abundant; fo that if it hap- 
pens, you may fee the Patients to ftain their 
Tracts with Blood. 

On the foregoing Treatife the Soppreion 
of the Menffrua, we may make the ollowing 
Reflections, 

1, That the Antients as. well as fome Mo- 
derns, who follow their Steps too clofely, have 
ill explained this Affection, though it had the 
fame Caufes then which it has.at prefent; yet, 
as they. were. ignorant of the Structure. and 
-Mechanifm of the Uterus, they fell into. a 
great many Errors... Thus. they affigned three 
Caufes of ‘this. immoderate Evacuation, UZ, 
jake, or Rupture of the. Vefiels; dusbgais, or 
Erofion, of the fame Veflels; and Damidyars, 
or the. Tranfudation of their Contents; -but 
‘thefe Caufes are banithed, by. moft of the Mo- 
derns, articularly the laft.; for I know, no 
Tranfuda tion of any Liquor in the. whole 
Body, but of the Lymph; and though the 
two other Caufes are fometimes real, or may 
be admitted to give Occafion to the Menfirua 
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in a moft violent Degree; yet as they rarely 
happen, and that we may affign feveral other 
Caufes of this immoderate Flux; we may con- 
clude that the Theory of the Antients on this’ 
Subject is very imperfect. 
2. The fecond Reflection is by much the 
more important, as it frequently produces thefe 
immoderate Evacuations, viz. a fedentary Life, 
which gives room to abundance of thick Chyle 
and Milk; whence the Colatoria laéfea are 
dilated therewith, whilft very little of the Hu- 
mours of the Body are diffipated; for this is 
commonly the Diforder of rich, not of poor 
Women, who exercife much and live fparing- 
_ly. The next Caufe of this Affection is the 
too frequent Ufe of Salt, acrid and fpicy Meats © 
of haut gout, {pirituous Liquors, &c, whence 
Rarefaction, and an increafed Velocity of the 
Blood; an accumulated Plethora, or at leaft 
its Effects, Laftly, violent Paffions and Agi- 
tations of the Mind, through Lofles, at Gam- 
ing, Love, Anger, &c. which take up moft 
Part of the Lives of our modern Ladies; but 
are feldom met with in a poor and contented 
State of Life.’ To thefe Caufes add violent Ex- 
ercife, which does as much Harm, as mode- 
rate Exercife does Service, efpecially if the 
Subje&t is difpofed to this Flux from other 
Caufes. But what moft efficacioufly provokes 
this Purgation, are the two following Caufes. 
y. The repeated and two frequent Ufe of the 
venereal AG, efpecially in very fenfible Wo- 
men, in whom the Effects of this Action are 
rt va 
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in Proportion to their Senfibility. For this 
Reafon, we commonly find that all delicate 
and falacious Women, who proftitute them- 
felves, frequently die of an immoderate Flux 
of the Menfirua, 2, Too frequent Child- 
bearing; for by thefe, the Appendices cect be- 
come fenfibly larger and longer than in the 
natural State, This happens particularly after 
Abortion, through the Rupture of feveral of 
the faid Appendices, But above all, this will 
fupervene in Confequence of forced Abortions, 
or Mifcarriages defignedly procured by violent 
Methods; for then Nature is much more in- 
jured, | 


SYMPTOMS, 


The better to underftand the Explication of 
thefe Accidents, you fhould recollect what we 
have hitherto faid of the particular Vices of 
the Colatoria lactea, Appendices venofr, of the 
Blood alone; and the different Combinations 
of thefe Caufes, which alfo produce immode- 
rate Menffrua: Thus the following Explica- 
tion will be the clearer. | 

1, The Patient has a general Weaknefs, ‘and 
Anxiety about the Precordia; a natural Con- 
fequence of the Effufion of her Blood, ‘for if 
you take away half the Strength which ought to 
fuftain the Weight, it is the fame Thing-as if 
you fhould double the Load ; for Strength de- 
pends on the mufcular Contraétion, Tonus and 
Tenfion of the Parts. This likewife proceeds 
, «from 
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from the animal Spirits, whofe Quantity is al« 
ways proportional to that of the Blood, But 
this being diminithed, all the reft are leffened in 
the fame Proportion; for the Diminution of 
the Blood, want of Ofcillation. in the Arteries 
of the Brain, to propel fufficiently. the Spirits, 
and finally, ‘the Laxity of the Parts have gi- 
ven room to that Law in Phyfick, that the 
Force or Strength is diminifhed in a triple 
Ratio of the Quantity of Blood... Thus let us 
fuppofe, that two Parts of the Blood are eva- 
cuated, the Patients Forces are diminithed by 
the Square of the faid Number, vz, 8. 

2. Coldnefs of the extreme Parts: through 
the fmall Quantity of Blood, or their Diftance 
from the Heart.and Weaknefs of the Propul- 
fion of the Humours, or becaufe they are more 
expofed. to the external Cold than. the other 
Parts. This Cold fometimes doth fuddenly fu- 
‘pervene, nay, though the Patient. is near a 
ftrong Fire: In this Cafe it proceeds from fud- 
den Convulfions or vapourifh Fits.. 

_ 3. Palenefs, for want of a fufficient ie 
tity and Propulfion of the globular Part of the 
Blood to the Surface of the Body. 

4. Convulfions, which, as they proceed from 
Repletion, when the Men/es are fupprefied, fo 
‘when they flow immoderately, they may, be 
deduced from, Inanition. 

\ -g. Syncope, for this confifts in a languid and 
flow Contraétion of the Heart; but as the 
Blood is the, principal Stimulus, and that it is 
sabe panelled to the Heart in the Pee 

afe 
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Cafe, a Syncope neceflarily enfues,..'Thefe Sym- 
ptoms exert themfelves, while the Diforder is 
yet recent: But when it becomes inveterate, 
there comes on alfo at laft the following ones, 
which not only proceed from an immoderate 
Flux of the Men/es, but from almoft any ex- 
ceflive Difcharge of the Blood, whether it be 
made by. Art or Nature, 

6. Various Obftructions of the Vifcera of 
the Abdomen are then formed, thro’ the flow 
Motion, of the Humours; whence the diffe- 
rent Secretions of thofe Organs remain in their 
Vefiels.. Thefe Obftructions we frequently obs 
ferve after all thefe habitual Hemorrhagies, 

7. Cachexy, from the Retention of the Ex- 
crementitious Humours; which as they grow 
more acrid and corrupt, they give Rife toa — 
flow Fever, &&c. 

8. OEdemata of the Feet, efpecially in the 
Afternoon, To.explainthis let us confider how. 
the Quantity of Serum, is augmented, and the 
Cruor or’ Coggulum.is diminifhed in Propor- 
tion to the Number of Bleedings, as daily Ex- 
perience .proves, . This fome.People attribute 
to the Diffolution of the Coagulum by the Dif- 
order, v..g. a Pleurefy.:, But this 1s erroneous; 
for feveral Reafongconvinee us that it is.owing 
to the Extraction of this;\Coggudum by. Vene- 
feftion, and to the Quantity of Prifan, Ge. 
which the. Patient drinks, whereby the Blood 
Veffels are replenifhed.. This is applicable to 
the State of thefe Patients, who fall into.a pi- 
tuitous or ferous Cachexy; whence the Serum 

| | ftagnates 
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ftagnates in the capillary Veffels of the lower 
Extremities. I fay this happens by Stagnation, - 
not by Filtration or Extravafation through their 
ruptured Cha/ms; for otherwife it could not 
be fo eafily abforbed into the Courfe of Cir- 
culation, out of the Interftices of the Parts; 
which neverthelefs we obferve when the Pa- 
tient changes her perpendicular Situation into 
an horizontal one; as by Night; for then the 
edematous Swelling is tranflated into the Vi- 
fage, particularly about the Eye-lids, through 
their lax Texture. If thefe immoderate Men- 
firua hold for three or four Months, they are 
rarely without this Accident. 

g. The mentioned Obftructions of the lower 
Belly, give room at length to a Hydrops, a/- 
cites; or if they be formed in the Breaft, to 
a Hydrops pectoris. 

10. Diftafte, Indigeftion, Marafmus, ee, 
which are the Effects of a too {mall or inactive 
ftomachal Ferment; the one depending on the 
ferous Diathefis of the Blood; the other on its 
Diminution, .The Diftafte is owing to the in- 
fipid, inactive, and aqueous Quality of the 
Saliva, which is capable of exciting no other 
than a prepofterous Senfation, which makes 
thefe Patients eat of unufual indigeftible Things, © 
whereby Digeftion is alfo impaired. As to 
the Mara/mus, it proceeds as well from the. 
Hemorrhage and want of Blood, as from the’ 
Defect of a fufficient and good Chyle; for a 
pining of the Body is the Co/lap/us of the So- 
lids, for want of due Diftention by the Fluids, 

which 
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which are confumed for the two Reafons be- 
fore-mentioned. 

Thefe are the principal Symptoms of im- 
moderate Menfirua. As to the Fluor Albus 
which attends this Flux, and doth fometimes 
hold during its Intervals, I fhall have Occafion 
to fpeak of it elfewhere. 


DIaGNoOSsTICKS. 


Thefe chiefly regard the Exiftence of the 
Diforder, and its Caufes. Thefe of the firft 
Clafs are very eafy; for the Patient or Atten- 
dants will fufficiently inform you of the Dif, 
order; yet you are {till to examine whether 
the Menjfirua are immoderate in the Impetuo- 
fity of the Flux, its Duration or Period, or 
their different Combinations: You mutt be al- 
fo extremely cautious of confounding it with 
a continual Hemorrhage of the Matrix, which 
is eafily difcovered. You muft alfo inform 
yourfelf whether the Flux be prefent, or is 
foon expected; whether it be attended with 
Lefion of the Functions or not; for there are 
fome who have fuch copious Menffrua, that 
they may be deemed immoderate ; yet thefe 
are not morbid, feeing the Patient bears them 
without any dangerous Accidents or Lefion of 
the Funétions. ‘Thus what is natural in one, 
may be really morbid in another Woman: 
Wherefore you are to examine the Patient’s 
_ Manner of Living, Temperament, &c. 
| The 
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The Diagnoftick Signs of the Caufes are 
purely rational, and are principally learned 
from the Patient’s Conftitution, Diet, and 
other Circumftances. ‘Thus you come to learn 
whether the Vice is feated in the Colatoria lac- 
tea, Appendices venofi, or Blood, or in feveral 
of them at the fame Time, v. g. if the Pa- 
tient eats much of nourifhing Meats, digefts 
well, is of a replete Conftitution, exercifes lit- 
tle; as fhe makes much Milk, you have Rea- 
fon to fufpect that the Colatorza are affected, 
Moreover, if the Patient has been lately a 
Nurfe, and that her Breaft-Milk was fuddenly 
fuppreffed ; this is derived to the Uferus, juft 
as the Milk of the Uzerus, after Delivery, is 
derived to the Breafts: So that in both the 
preceding Cafes there are immoderate Men/es, 
yet they intermit now and then, in Confequence 
of the Vice of the Colatoria laétea. But a 
more proportional and habitual Flux, though 
‘not fo abundant, denotes the Vifcidity and In- 
fpiffation of the Humor lacteus in the faid Co- 
latoria, 

The Fault of the Appendices venofi confifts 
in the natural Inertia of their Orifices, or 
their accidental Relaxation and Dilatability, 
for want of a due Tonus; or elfe they are rup- 
tured or corroded, 

The Inercy and Relaxation in general of the 
venal Appendices are learnt from the foft and 
flaccid Texture of the Patient’s Body, from 
her phlegmatick Conftitution ; for the Matrix’ 
and other Vi/cera always partake of the Con- 

formation 
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fotmation or Texture of the reft of the Body; 
frequent Abortions give alfo room to this Dif 
eafe. 

_ An Erofton of thefe Appendices is known 
by the Ulcer that fupervenes, in as much as it 
is fomewhat painful, difcharges a fetid and a- 
crid Matter of avirulentColour; nay, though 
no Ulcer has been yet formed, thefe Quali- 
ties of the Matter always dehdte an impend- 
ing Erofion. 

~The Rupture of the fame Veffels is learned 
from the conftant and uniform faneuine Flux, 
without any or few Intervals; but efpecially 
if a Phlogofis, with Pain, Heat, &c. fucceeds. 

Though there be no particular Vice in the 
Colatoria laétea, nor venal Appendices, yet 
the Blood alone may give Birth to this immo- 
derate Flux by its Momentum, Rapidity, and 
Rarefaction. : 

All the precedent Diforders of the Blood are 
principally learned from the Force of the Pulfe; 
as its Fulnefs, Frequency, &c. from the Patient’s 
Manner of living, as if fhe is accuftomed to 
eat high-feafoned Meats, exercifes much, is of 
a bilious hot Conftitution, has lately taken 
powerful Medicaments, particularly ftrong Em- 
menagoge, with a thoufand other Circumftan- 
ces, which a {trict Examination and good Senfe’ 
will fuggeft to you; all which will have the 
greater Effect, if the Patient has a teal Ple- 
thora at the fame Time, 

The Diagnofis of thefe three Caufes I thou oht 
fit to infert, feeing they have fuch Influence on’ 


the 
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the Method of Cure, which always includes 
three Indications, levelled at the fame Time 
at the three mentioned Caufes: As to the dif- 
ferent Combinations of them, they are learned 
by combining alfo the Rr fet, Signs al- 
iad given, 


PROGNOSTICKS, 


Immoderate Menfiria which keep ftated 
Periods with due Intervals, and without Le- 
fron of the Fundtions, are not dangerous; nor 
fhould they be treated with any Remedies, if 
they do not threaten a morbid Flux; the Pre- 
vention whereof, as morbid alone, fhould be 
the Phyfician’s chief Attention. 

If the Evacuation be really morbid, attend- 
— ed with Indigeftion, Diftafte, Decay and Ma- 
rafmus, with confiderable Lefion of other 
Functions, it is extremely dangerous; but more 
or lefs, according to. the Circumftances, and 
Number, and Violence of the Symptoms, as 
Cachexy, Syncope, Se. 

To examine the Danger of this Diforder in 
particular, you are to obferve that it 1s not 
very confiderable in, 1. A fimple Diftenfion 
of the Va/a laéea, from a redundant Chyle, 
without any local Fault. 2. The Rarefaction 
and Impetuofity of the Blood, threatens fome- 
what more, yet is not very dangerous, 3. The. 
Muriatic, Ammoniacal, or Saltifth Diathefis of 
the Blood, which are the chief fenfible Dif- 
ferences of Salts, we as yet know, whereby. 

we 
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we may exprefs ourfelves, with Regard to fuch | 
analogous Qualities of the Blood. Thefe Vices, 

I fay, confiderably augment the Danger, in as 
“much as they at length give Occafion to the 
Erofion, Exulceration, and Suppuration of the 
Uterus. 4. The Danger is ftill greater, if there 
be a local Relaxation and natural Inertia in 
the Appendices venofi, for this rarely admits of 
Cure, and conftantly provokes an habitual 
Flux. 5. The greateft Danger of all is threaten 
ed by the Rupture of the Appendices; becaufe 
it induces Inflammation of the Uterus, with 
itsConfequences, Thus you fee the Gradation 
of the different Dangers menaced by immede- 
rate Menftrua. Wet 3 


Gu RK Es: 


As immoderate Menffrua may be actually 
prefent or foon expected, they give Room to 
a two-fold Cure; The one regards the prefent 
Flux, the other is intended to prevent a future 
one: Nor fhould the Remedies employed in 
the former, tend to ftop intirely this Evacua- 
tion, feeing a moderate Flux is natural; but 
they fhould be exhibited with Intent to retrench 
only what is fuperfluous: Wherefore, | 

1. Let the Phyfician begin, by ordering the 
Patient abfolute Reft from all kinds of Exer- 
cife or Motion; nay, in Bed, if poffible: For 
mufcular Contraction employed in Motion 
has the fame Effect in exprefling and accelerat- 
ing the Blood, as the Contraction of the Mute 

I cles 


14 OF THE DISEASES 


cles of the Arm has in promoting the Evacua- 
tion of the Blood by the Orifice made therein. 
Wherefore the Patient, for a more advanta- 
gious Situation, lying on her Back, let her re- 
frain from fpeaking, crying, &c. becaufe the 
great Number of Mufcles employed in Refpi- 
ration propel the Blood abundantly by their 
Contractions to the Uterus. Moreover, the 
Contractions of the Diaphragm, by compref- 
fing the Contents of the Abdomen, accelerate 
the Circulation and Hemorrhage of the U- 
Lerus, 

2. Order Bleeding to evacuate the uterine 
Veins, that thereby they may be the eafier u- 
nited and clofed. ‘That the Bleeding may be 
revulfive, let it be inftituted in the Arm; for 
by augmenting the Quantity of Blood in the 
Trunk of the fuperior Aorta it will be pro- 
portionally diminifhed in the inferior, and 
confequently in the Uferus, As to the Num- 
ber of Bleedings, I know no other Rule to 
lay before you, but the Patient’s Strength, Tem- 
perament, Violence of the Symptoms, &c, Yet 
in general, 1t may be inftituted three or four 
Times in the Beginning, if the Pulfe be not 
too weak; for a flight weaknefs thereof fhould 
not deter you from this Practice. All the Ad- 
vantage you can expect from the Swooning is, 
that it contributes to ftop the Hemorrhage, 
1. By the Lentor, which it caufes in the Cir- 
culation. 2. By the Collapfus of the Vefiels 
from Depletion. 3. By the Grumous Blood, 
which then conglutinates the Orifices of the 

Vefiels ; 
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Veffels; therefore you may let it hold for a 
while. | 

The Antients, too much apprehending Phle- 
‘botomy, whilft the Blood was evacuated elfe- 
where, preferred the Ufe of Ligatures on the 
Thighs, Arms, &c, but as thefe put a Stop to 
(the circulating Blood, it is collected in. the 
compreffed Parts, and this augments the Evil; 
nor is it any where uled at prefent, but among 
the Peafants. 

They alfo employed Cupping-glaffes applied 
to the Breafts, imagining thereby to caufe a 
Revulfion file the Matrix; but thefe are of 
little Ufe, and at the fame Time very pain- 
ful; fo they are exploded the prefent_ Practice, 
as are all the other antient Methods, none be- 
Ing ufed but Bleeding. 

3. Let the Patient be. very fparingly fed, 
that the Quantity of Blood may not be aug- 
mented by a new Accefs of Chyle, till the 
ruptured. Vefiels are confolidated; wherefore 
let her live on light Veal or Chicken Broths, 
and Fith Soops, which nourifh flenderly, but 
are very ferviceable, by their vifcid or glutinous 
Quality, to heal the wounded Veffels; for which 
laft Intent, let her drink of fome glutinous, 
aftringent Ptifan, fuch as may be made of Fol, 
utriufg. Urtic. alb, & grif. Plantag. Millefol. 
in which you boil a green and acid Orange- 
Peel; or the Ptifan may be made ex Rad. Con- 
 folid. maj. which is alfo vifcid and aftringent : 
Thefe are to be ufed along with the preced- 
ing Broths, If the Patient be of a hot, bi- 

I2 hous. 
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lious Conftitution, let the Ptifan be made of 
Linfeed. 

'Thefe Remedies are fometimes fufficient to 
{top the Flux, if not, you are to order more 
powerful Remedies, fuch as the following, K 
Succ, aftring. ex Fol. Plantag. Bur. Paft. Mil- 
lefol. Urtic. per expreffionem extract. Dof. ad 
Z lij aut iv. bis, ter, quaterve per diem, pro re 
naté; guibus add, Syr. Corall. Or employ the 
following Apozems ex Decoé?. Rad. Biftort. 
vel Confolid. maj. aromatizat. cum Syr. Corall. 
If the Pain or Patient’s Reftleffnefs demand 
it, you may alfo order Narcoticks along with | 
the faid Remedies, for they alfo help to ftop | 
the Hemorrhage, fuch as Syr. de Karad. or 
Succin, and Diacod. ad}. If the Flux be 
not {till checked, order the following in Boles 
or Opiates, K Sang. Dracon. Maftick. Corall. 
rubr, pp. Ovor. Putamin. calcin. Cret. Brigan- 
tin. Bol. Armen. Terr. Sigillat, Croc. Mart. . 
firing. e quib. f. Bol. vel Opiat. cum, Syr. ve 
Conferv. Rofar. rubr. exficcatar. vel cum 
Confec. Hyacinth. which laft comforts and 
ftrengthens the Stomach, and hinders it of 
being clogged by the above Remedies, to which 
you may alfo add Syr. Dracod. 

If you order thefe in Boles, and but twice a. 
Day, let each Bole confift only of thirty or 
thirty-five Grains in all, We are fometimes 
obliged not only to order the Apozems or 
Juices alone, but alfo along with the Boles 
or Electuaries. 


The 
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‘The afore-mentioned Broths fhould be ftill 


continued ; but to render them more glutinous 
as the Cafe preffes, fome recommend to boil 
therein Flor. Card. vulgar, five campefir, or 
the Stomach of a Levrette, or fome Runnet; or 
the preceding Stomach may be dried, powdered, 
and exhibited in the Broth. 

‘The Antients in thefe preffing Circumftances 
ordered Fomentations of aftringent Plants to be 
applied. to the Hypogaffrium, Thefe were 
made of the Cortex Malicor, alias Granatenf. 
Fol. Tor mentil. Millefol. &c. The boiled Plants 
they alfo applied betwixt two Cloaths to the 
Abdomen; but thefe are very incommodious. 
and little ufeful: Yet they may be permitted, 
to amufe and fatisfy the over-officious good 
Women. 

The Antients had alfo Recourfe to aftringent 
Peflaries of Maftich, Tormentil. Gc. but thefe 
are pernicious; becaufe they ftop and congeal 
the Blood in the Uterus, The aftringent Pla- 
{ter which they ordered to be applied to the 
Region of the Kidneys, thinking that the Ma- 
trix received its Blood from thefe Organs, are 
more ufeful, and may be permitted. . Such are 
Emplaft. contr. Rupt.vel de Maftich. They alfo 
recommend aftringent Cataplafms boiled in red 
Wine or Forge-water, with which they co- 
vered the whole Abdomen, . But thefe are not 
very ufeful, fo they are not employed in mo-. | 
dern Pradice. 

All the precedent Remedies fometimes mif- 
carry ; therefore you may have recourfe to 

Yr the 
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the following, which are deemed more fpeci- 
fick in thefe Extremities, __ : 

1. Common Rock-Alum, of which the Pa- 
tient is to {wallow a Lump in. Subftance of 
the Weight of twenty-five or thirty Grains; to 
diffolve which the fooner in the Stomach, let 
her take a Draughtof her aftringent Deco@tion: 
But I prefer powdered Alum to this way of 
taking it; and you may correct the Powder by 
adding a little of Sang. Dracon. Gum, Traga- 
canth, vel Conferv, aut Syr, Rof: fic. You ot- 
der Boles to be made of the whole, each Bole 
confifting of 5 ij. or at moft of 4j. that there- 
by the ftomach may be the lefs clogged} tho’ 
_ this can harldy be avoided, through the Styp- 
ticity of the Remedy, particularly when we 
are obliged to exhibit it every four Hours, or 
oftner, as the Cafe prefies; nor are we to 
~ omit thefe Boles when the Diforder requires 
them, though they be as noxious to delicate 
and deranged Breafts as to the Stomach. 

2. Radix Ipecacuan, As this is a great Spe- 
cifick in Dyfenteries, as well by its attenuating 
Quality in diffipating acrid G/aires and Phlegm, 
as by its Aftringency ; we find by Analogy, from 
thefe anti-dyfenteric Qualities, that it may be 
alfo ufeful in ftanching Blood in other like 
Cafes, as the uterine Hemorrhage, or immo- 
derate Menfirua. But the Phyfician fhould be 
fo circum{pect us not to give it in a Dofe able 
te excite vomiting; for by that Means, thro’ 
the Compreffion of the lower Belly, the ute- 
rine Flux would be rather augmented; where- 
aA fore 
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fore let him order but a Grain of it at a Time, 
"till the Patient is fomewhat accuftomed to 
it; but it is much more ufeful in preventing a 
future Flux than in ftopping the prefent one, 
as we fhall demonftrate hereafter. 

3. Aqu. Rabel. is very ufeful, and in great 
Vogue in this Affection; for as this is good in 
a violent Hemoptyfis or Spitting of Blood, 
though not fo advantagious to the Breaft, it is 
alfo recommended in immoderate Menftrua: 
Nor does it fatigue the Stomach ; on the con- 
trary, it is very agreeable, it quenches Thirft, 
&c. It is commonly exhibited in the Patient's 
Ptifan ad grat. acidit. but always after the 
Flux is over, and never when the Uterus is 
difpofed to Exulceration. It is commonly lefs 
hurtful in Ptifan or Simple-water, than ia other 
Vehicles. 

4. In more defperate Cafes, or when the 
Blood f{pouts out pleno rivo, we are to have 
Recourfe to the extrema remedia, as they fay. 
Thefe are Injections of aftringent Remedies 
conveyed into the Matrix by the Help of a 
Syringe made for that Purpofe. Nor is it dif-_ 
ficult to introduce it at that Time into the faid 
Organ, its interior Orifice being fo lax and 
dilated, from the Quantity of Blood which 
then paffes, The Injections are made ex De- 
cot. Millefol, Rof. rubr. Plantag. or what 1s 
more powerful, add Acet. dq. Rabel, aut A- 
lum, Rup. pulv, which, tho’ they menace the 
Uterus with Inflammation, yet they are to be 
. employed on this defperate Occafion, Nay, I 
I4 have 
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have feen a Woman who after Abortion had 
‘fuch ‘a violent uterine Hemorrhage, that the 
would have perifhed inavery {mall Time, had 
it not been for an Injection of warm Vinegar. 
What we have hitherto faid of a€tual im- 
“moderate Menffrua, gives great Light into the 
Method of preventing future ones. But here 
-you are not to order Venefection, the precedent 
Flux having recompenced that; wherefore your 
chief Indications are, 1.'To prevent the impend- 
ing Immoderation of the Menfes. 2. To re- 
move its Caufe, To fulfill thefe Indications, 
‘you are to order abfolute Reft from Exercife, 
Speaking, Pafflions, nor to permit the compref- 
fion of the Abdomen by lacing tight or otherwife, 
Next a fevereRegimen; permitting only Things 
that nourith fparinely ; intirely banifhing the 
Ufe of Wine and fpirituous Liquors.. Employ 
on the contrary, Ser. Lact. chalybeat. or in 
which you boil cooling Plants, to dilute and re- 
frigerate the Blood, with Cow’s or Affes Milk 
to infpiffate the fame ; for which Intent you ~ 
are.alfo to employ Tortoife, Crayfifh or Frog- 
Broths, vitriolick mineral Waters, as /es Eaux 
de Forges; which we commonly recommend 
for this Parpofe, and which are preferable to 
any I know. 
In order to remove the Caufe, if it confifts 
in the too great Dilatability of the venal 4- 
pendices, make Ufe of aftringent Opiates or 
Suffumigations, ‘The Opiates are given along 
with, or in the Intervals of the Milk, adding to 
the noéturnal Dofe a little Opzum, or rather 
Gutt. Anodyn, the Simples of which they are 
made 
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made you'll find in the above Cure. Purge 
the Patient now and then with a Dilut, Ca/, 
or with Manna, 

If this won’t do, employ Suffumigations of 
the following Simples, which you make into 
Paitils, to throw upon hot Embers, wz. 
Maftich. Ladan. Succin, Rof.rubr. Balauft. five 
Flor. Granat.-ex quib. f. Pafiill. cum Gum. 
Tragacanth, for this corrects the Acrimony of 
the reft. But you are to avoid too great Heat; 
wherefore to cool'the Fume. a: little, let the . 
Tunnel be kept at a {mall Diftance from. the 
chaffing Dith or Coals, that by the Interven- 
tion of the frefh Air, the too great Heat may 
be corrected. The [pecacuana given with the 
Cautions before-mentioned, is better employed 
here than in the former Cafe. ° 


Chott AePs bos 


Of fome particular Irregularities of the 
| Menftrua. 


F thefe Irregularities are, 1. Diminifhed 

Menfirua. 2. Such as feek preternatural 
Iftues. 3. Laborious Menftrua, all which de- 
ferve Attention, and whofe Explication will 
put an End to what we have to fay of the 
fanguine Meniftruation. 

1. As there are: three ways whereby the . 
Menfirua may be immoderate, vzz. in their 
Period, Duration and Rapidity, fo may they 

| be 
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be diminifhed after the fame Manner in one, 
two, or three Ways together; the Caufes may 
be, 1. From the two flow and too {mall Re- 
plenifhment of the lacteal Colatoria. So all 
that diverts their Humour may give room to 
this, particularly a Fluor Albus; for we re- 
mark, that fuch Women as have this Flux in 
the Intervals of their Menffrua, have little or 
no fanguine Evacuations. ‘Thus the Colatoria 
will not be dilated, nor the Appendices diftend- 
ed with their menftrual Blood, for want of 
Compreffion. 2. If the venal Appendices be 
too {mall and inflexible, particularly their O- 
rifices, through their natural Conformation 
or accidental Vice, as before obferved, the 
Menftrua will be very flow and fmall in 
Quantity. 3. The fame Thing will happen 
though the Veffels be well conditioned, if the 
Texture of the Blood be too compacé and 
{piffid, if its Quantity be too {mall, that it is 
flowly moved and weakly rarified; thus you 
fee what great Affinity the Suppreffion of the 
Menftrua has with their Diminution. More- 
aver, you are to obferve, that if this happens 
to young Women at fifteen, or thereabouts, 
their Menftrua will be probably fuppreffed in- 
tirely about the zoth Year of their Age, if 
not married. Likewife, if a Woman grows 
fat in the Interval of her Menjfes, the Period 
not only delays, but the Quantity of the Flux 
is alfo diminifhed, and oftentimes fupprefled 
from Corpulency ; becaufe the redundant Blood 
is then {pent upon the Accretion of the rai 
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As this Accident is nearly related to the Sup- 
preffion of the Menfirua, the Remedies are alfo 
much the fame in both; for here you are to 
employ your Emmenagoga combined with 
humecting, emollient and {weetening Remedies, 
but above all Exercife. In the Inflexibility of 
- the uterine Veffels from a bad Conformation, 
Matrimony is the beft Means to relax and 
foften the Veffels. Nay, Emenagoga given 
in this Cafe would caufe various Dilatations 
or Ruptures of the Veins, which would have 
dangerous Confequences; fo if they are em- 
ployed, let them be combined with relaxing, 
humecting, and fuch like Remedies, 

‘ 2. The Bloed which procures itfelf preter- 
natural Paflages, proceeds from its Suppreffions — 
by the ordinary Ways, and its Accumulation 
in the Blood-veffels, ’ull it is in a fufficient 
Quantity to force its Way where it meets leaft 
Refiftance. Thus an univerfal Plethora is form- 
ed, various Affections of the Head, Nau/ea, 
vomiting, “general Laffitude and fuch like 
Symptoms fupervene. The Blood thus col- 
letted in feveral Parts will fettle, uv. g. more 
abundantly in the Lungs, if they be weak; 
hence {pring Pain of that Part, Difficulty of 
Refpiration, and at length fpitting of Blood: 
And though you employ mucilaginous, cooling 
and incraffating Remedies, the following Month 
another menftrual Collection of Blood being 
made, it will force the fame Barrier, the 
Veffels being ill or weakly confolidated. ‘The 
fame Thing may be. faid of the Nofe, Hz- 
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morrhoids, &c. if: by natural Conformation; 
Ulcer, Inflammation or the like, they be 
weaker in proportion than the other Vi/cera, 
efpecially if you add to this Coughing, or the 
like Efforts to determine the Blood thereunto, 
which is more frequent in the Lungs than 
elfewhere; as are alfo Rheums which confide- 
rably weaken that Part. Next to the Lungs, 
the Nofe and Hemorrhoids fuffer moft thro’ 
the Tendernefs of their Structure. In general 
the more delicate the Texture of any Part is, 
the lefs it will refift; confequently it will the 
more give Room to this Hemorrhage, and the 
more noble it is, the more dangerous is the 
Evacuation; thus {pitting of Blood is more 
dangerous than the Hemorrhage of the Nofe, 
and this more than the Hemorrhoidal one. 
_ As to the Cure, here are two Things to be 
treated, 1. The Hemorrhage, 2.'The local Vice. 
As to the {pitting of Blood, it fhould be treat= 
ed like the ordinary Hemoptyfis, by bleeding, 
cooling, diluting and humecting Remedies, as 
pullet, or veal Broths, Milk-meats, Balfams 
and above all Baljam. Canadenf: for thefe in- 
crafiate the Blood, and render its. Crafs more. 
compact: Therefore they not only leffen. the 
Momentum of the Blood, but draw alfo a cer-: 
tain G/uten over the gaping. Veflels... But you. 
muft endeavour by all Means to reduce the 
Blood to the Uterus; not by ftrong, Emmena-. 
goga, becaufe they augment the Hemoty/s,. 
but by mild Aperitives; or if the former are 
neceflary, they fhould be combined with cool-. 
| | ing 


OF WOMEN. 125 
ing diluting Remedies. Yet this fpitting of 
Blood is commonly mortal; nor do I know 
any Paflage in Hippocrates truer than that 
where he fays, 4 fputo fanguineo /putum 
purulentum, a fputo purulento tabes, a tabe 
mors, Neverthelefs a Hamoptyfis 1s not as 
dangerous, nor as fuddenly mortal in Women, 
_ through the Laxity of their Fibres, as in 
Men; for the former frequently bear it with- 
out any great Inconveniency for twelve or 
thirteen Years, which when it difappears, it, 
commonly degenerates into a Phthifs. 

3. Difficult Menftruation is that wherein 
Women commonly fufter before or at the Time 
of their Evacution, and painful Colicks, fenfible 
Pains of the Mafrix, which are -the . moft 
conftant Accidents; though vomiting, Dzar- 
rhea, Conftipation, and the like are alfo rarely 
wanting. I am well affured that all Women 
feel fome Pain and other Irregularities at the 
Approach of their Menfirua, but thefe are 
fimple Changes, which merit not the Name of 
Diforders. 

This difficult Menftruation may proceed, 
1. From the difficult Diftention of the ppen- 
dices, whilft the Colatorza eafily receive their | 
Contents. Hence proceed the {welling of the 
Matrix, Diftraction of the nervous Fibres, and 
confequently Pain which conftitutes the uterine 
Colick. 2. Various Dilatations of fome of the 
uterine Vefiels, or a Phlogo/is of the fame, . or 
finally the Laxity or Weaknefs of one Part of 
the Uterus, as the right or left Side, Gc. If 

3 If 
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it be the firft Cafe, when the Menfirua appear 
the Pains ceafe: If the fecond or the local 
Vice be the Caufe, asalfo an Ulcer or Scirrhus 
of one Part of the Matrix, the Pain is alfo 
local, nor does it ceafe after the Eruption 
of the Menffrua, though it is fomewhat di- 
minifhed: ‘The various Dilatation or Infar- 
ction of the Matrix is frequently all over the 
Uterus, and moftly obfervable in young Girls. 
As to the Symptoms which fupervene in this 
Cafe, particularly Pains of the Kidneys and 
Vomiting, they may be explained by Sympa- 
thy. Thus the great Con/enfus which the Sto- 
mach has with feveral Parts, makes it fuffer 
along with them, as we fee in the nephritick 
Colick which is commonly attended by Vo- 
miting; though others explain this by the 
Regurgitation of the Urine, as we faid fome 
Time ago. But as this Accident fometimes 
immediately fucceeds the firft Paroxy/m of this 
Colick before the Regurgitation of the Urine. 
could happen, it fhould be rather explained 
by Sympathy, though I. don’t deny but the 
other may alfo concur, as it happens with 
Regard to the Pains and Reflux of the Hu- 
mours from the Uferus, and it may alfo. fre- 
quently happen here in Confequence of Indi- 
geftion; whence Crudities are mixed with 
the Bile. : 
The Diarrhea which accompanies this Af- 
fection fprings from the great Quantity of Bile, 
Succus pancreaticus, &c, which are fecerned. 
in Confequence of the Retention of the Men- 
firua, 
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firua; to which add the acute Pains and In- 
digeftions. 

The Conftipation which is common here, 
is Owing either to the great Heat and Phlogo- 
jis of the Uterus which are communicated to 
the Inteftines, wherebythe Paces are dried up, 
or the Orifices of the inteftinal Glands are 
contracted, whence they emit no Mucofity to 
lubrify the Inteftines and facilitate the Egrefs 
of the Feces; or finally the Senfibility of the 
Inteftines provokes the Patient to make vain 
Efforts in going to Stool, and gives room to 
this kind of Tene/mus or Conftipation. The 
Symptoms, Diagnofticks and Prognofticks of 
this Affection, as being evident, Iomit; fo 
I come to the Cure, which is much the fame, 
as in the diminifhed or fupprefled Menffrua; 
wherefore you fhould order abundant emolli- 
ents, humectants, Baths, but above all Ma- 
trimony. As to the Ulcer or Scirrhus, &e. 
of the Urerus in the prefent Cafe, we will give 
their Treatment in particular Chapters, 


CHap, XI, 
Of the Fluor Muliebris or Albus. 


; HE Diforder Iam going to explain is very 
common, its Theory is extreamly Diffi- 

cult, particularlywith Regard totheDiagnofticks 
of its Caufes, nor is its Cure lefs difficult ; con- 
fequently 
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fequently it is a Subject that deferves your 
Attention. 

It is called Fluor Muliebris, or in modern 
Latin Fluor Albus, not Flos, as fome would 
have it. This Diforder confifts in the Efflux of 
a whitifh, lymphatick, ferous or aqueous 
Humour by the Orifice of the Matrix. 


CAUSES, 


In the Detail of the Caufes, to avoid Repe- 
tition, I omit the particular Circulation of the 
Humours in the Uterus, with the different 
Complication .and Diftribution of the uterine 
Veffels, remarking only, that the Colatoria 
laétea diftended with their Contents, comprefs 
the Veins; thefe once dilated, comprefs in their 
Turn the Co/atorza, which in the prefent Cafe 
yield fo far, as to difcharge their Fluids by 
the Orifices of the Veficule laétee. But you 
may ask, when it does not pafs this way, as 
in feveral Cafes of Menftruation, what be- 
comes of this milky Humour. The fame 
Thing may be demanded with Refpect to 
Breaft-milk, when fuppreffed. As to the latter, 
it is diluted, and, as it were, embalmed by the 
Lymph in the Veffels of the Breaft; whence, 
being fufficiently fluid, it is carried off by the 
collateral Lymphaticks into the axillary Glands, 
and thence into the Blood. The very fame 
‘Thing happens in the faid Cafe, the uterine 
Milk being carried from the Matrix to the 
large Glands, in the Bifurcation of the iliac’ 
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Veffels, thence into other Glands near the Kid-. 
neys, &c. | | 

But if the Milk be too fpiffid to pafs thro’ 
the fmall Vefiels, it will fettle in the Vefcule 
laéee, which it obftrudcts or forces at length, 
But, to return to the Explication of the Caufes; 
The Humour, in the Fluor Albus, is pure Milk, 
or like Barley-cream, or whitifh and half Milk, 
or meerly lymphatic. The firft {tains the Lin- 
nen only on one Side, through its Spiffitude, 
leaving a Cruft thereon; the fecond ftains it 
fenfibly on one Side, but fomewhat lefs on the 
other; the lymphatic Humour leaves its Im- 
preffion equally on both Sides, much like Wa- 
ter. The two firft Humours flow from the 
Veficule laéee of the Uterus; the third from 
the Tranfudation of the Lymph through the 
Coats of its Vefiels; thefe three Humours give 
room to three diftinct Diforders, but they are 
commonly united, 

The firft and fecond Species, or Flux of © 
pure and. half Milk, {pring from the Fault of 
that Humour, of of the Veficule lactee, where- 
by it flows along with or in the Intervals of the 
Menftrua. Obfervations affure us, that. this 
Diforder is threefold, 1. The exuberant Quan- 
tity of uterine Milk. 2. Its too great Tenui- 
ty, and Acrimony. 3. The preternatural Re- 
laxation of the Orifices of the Veficule ute- 
rine. : | 
_ 1. The firft Caufe is the too great. Pleni- 
tude of the uterine Co/atoria, For what is 
more natural than that this Humour, thus 
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collected, let us fuppofe as much in ten as in 
twenty feven Days, fhould at laft overcome the 
Refiftance of its Veflels? ‘The Redundancy of 
this Humour is obfervable in Women who 
live well, exercife little, lead a fedentary Life, 
fach as the rich; whilft we fee Perfons of a 
different Regimen and Manner of living, fuch 
as Peafants, to be rarely fubject to this Evil, 

Women thus affected have fometimes a 
{mall Quantity of their Men/es; in ten Days 
v. g. afterwards a Fluor Albus appears, and 
fo on alternately. 

2. The preternatural Tenuity or ferous Dia- 
thefis of the uterine Milk, having almoft loft 
its Colour, pafles and flides fo eafily by the 
Orifices of its Veflels, that they cannot put 
a Stop to it though they be well conditioned. 
This, I fay, {prings from the Retention of fe- 
rous excrementitious Humours, as Urine, Tran- 
fpiration, &c. or from conftant drinking of 
mineral Waters, from Paflions, Watchings, Ex- 
ercife, &c, from flow Fevers or other pre- 
ceding chronic Diforders; from the too 
great Attenuation of the Blood by Aperitives, 
‘as we fee frequently by the Remedies given in a 
Suppreffion of the Menfirua. If this Humour 
be very Fluid, the Flux is continual; if only 
in a moderate Degree, it is periodical. In 
the former Cafe, the Menfirua are little or 
no Way diminifhed; but in this Cafe they are 
confiderably: ‘The Importance of this Reflec- 
tion will hereafter appear in the Diagnoftics. 


3. The @ 
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_ 3..The Relaxation .of the Orifices of the 
Veficule is fréquently the Effect of a vicious — 
Conformation; as we may learn from the 
Patient’s Temperament and lax Texture of 
Body. It may alfo proceed from frequent Child- . 
bearing, which attracts a great Quantity of 
Humours to the Matrix, whereby thefe Vef- 
fels are relaxed, efpecially if the Blood be very — 
ferous, Lafily, this may proceed from the 
Diffolution of obftinate Obftructions of the 
Uterus; for the exceflive Diftention of the 
Solids during thefe Obftructions relaxes them 
fo much, that after the Cure a Fluor Albus 
frequently follows. To thefe add the too fre- 
quent Ufe of the venereal Action, 

N, B. That the fecond Caufe or Tenuity 
of the Humours Js rarely. without Acrimony : 
Which Remark is of Moment. in the Cure. 

As to the third Species of the F/uor Albus, or 
the Lymphaticone. Thisis owing to the Tran- 
fudation of the Lymph through the tender and 
dilated Coats of its Veffels, as we fee in the 
Ajcites and other kinds of Dropfy; which 
cannot happen without fome kind of Com-: 
preflion, to put a Stop to the Circulation of 
the Lymyh;, fo that, inftead of a dire&t Circu- 
lation, it gets a lateral one. This Compreffion 
proceeds from the Obftrudctions of fome of 
the larger uterine Glands, particularly of that 
in the Bifurcation of the iliac Veffels; or it 
may fpring from the Sczrrbus of the Colatoria 
Laéiea, or the Relaxation of fome Part of the 
Uterus. The above Obftructions frequently 
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Ptoceed from a {corbutic, ferophulous. or ve~. 
rolic Virus; nor is any ‘hing more common , 
than to fee alfoa Fluor Lympbaticus from the 
Obftruction, Gc. of the abdominal Glands, - 
The Obftructions, Tubercles, Ganglions, &c,. 
of the very Glands and Subftance of the Ma-. 
trix, though thefe Veffels are very fmall, may 
neverthelefs produce this Affection. As to the 
above Relaxation of a Part of the Uferus, it. 
gives occafion to the varicofe Dilatation of the 
lymphatic Veflels; whence the Lymph eafily 
tranfudes; or they may be weaken’d through 
_Corrofion or Exulceration, whereby the fame 
Effect follows. 

1. You are to remark that a pure or fimple 
Fluor, whether milky or lymphatic, is very 
rare ; ‘fo that one Day it ismore milky, another 
more lymphatic: For their Caufes have fuch 
Analogy the one with the other, that fome- 
times they are combined two and two, or 
all three together; rarely one alone is met 
with; fo that the Variety is infinite. 

2. Some Women have a regular and pe- 
riodical Fluor Albus inftead of a fanguine 
Menftruation, through the great Quantity of 
Chyle they make, the Sanguification thereof 
bearing no Proportion to it. Moreover the 
eonftant Plenitude of the Colatorza Lactea hin- 
ders that of the fanguin Veins. You may ob- 
ferve in General, that the more the F/uor Albus 
is augmented, the more the fanguin Flux is 
diminifhed, & e contra, 7 

DIFFE- 
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DiFrFrERENCES, 


The Knowledge of thefe is very effential to 
ithe Phyfician; wherefore he is to remark, 
1. That this F/uor is divided into Milky, Half 
milky, and Lymphatic. The firft {prings 
from the fimple Abundance’ of the uterine 
Milk: The fecond from that and a Mixture 
‘of Lymph; fo the Caufes of both are combined. 
_ The third proceeds from the Tranfudation of 
the Milk alone. 2. The Fluor Muliebris or 
Albus may be more or lefs abundant, ferous 
or lymphatic, of different Colours, as yellow, 
brownifh, or like the Wafhings of Fleth, or 
dt may be of a green or blackith Colour; all 
which niay be owing to the Mixture and va- 
rious Colours of the Bile; or, as I am inclined 
to think, they may proceed from the Mixture 
‘of the Blood, if a Vein be corroded or burft, 
juit as Experience proves, in different coloured 
Spittles, ‘Thus a {mall Quantity of Blood will 
render the Fluor yellow, a little more will 
anake it brown, and fo on by Degrees, to the 
green and black Colour. 3. This #/vor may be 
very acrid and cauftic, fo as to excoriate the 
-Wulva, which may proceed from the Bile, 
Crudities, and-particularly if the Fluor be in- 
veterate. 4. This Evacuation may be habitual 
or periodicial. ~The Fluor Lympbaticus is com- 
monly of:the firft Kind, tho’ it is fometimes 
more abundant, fometimes lefs, according to 
the Paty s Nourithment ; yet it feldom quite 
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Ceafes, as it fuppofes a permanent Vice; whilft 
the milky Fluor is more commonly periodical, 
being the effect only of fimple Plenitude; yet 
at may be more or lefs augmented, ‘according 
to the Patient's Nourifhment, -and\may alfo 
have irregular in teste fy 


Sorat és ‘pk 


1, Pain and Weight in the Region of the 
Loins; which are lefs permanent and fenfible in — 
the Floor Albus, Laéteus and Semilaéteus, than 
in the lymphatick F/wor; becaufe this laft is 
accompanied ‘with an cedematous Swelling and 
Dittention of the Uterus. 

2. Turbid Urine ; which is owing to the 
Mixture of the Humor difcharged by the 
Vagina with the Urine, juft.as we fee in Men- 
ftruation, wherein fome of the Blood is mixed 
with the Urine; tho’ fome ignorant Perfons 
imagine that the Urine has otherwife a Dee 
this Colour, 

3. Thefe Women are bee ily kode be- 
oat the interior Surface of their Uferus is 
lined with a milky or glairous Matter, which 
hinders the Tranfudation of the Bb hin 

4. They are expofed to Abortion, whether 
they be impregnated before or after this Af 
fection ; becaufe the foft Texture of the Mza- 
trix, and the continual Affux of Humours, 
do hinder the firm Adhefion of the Placenta 
to that Organ ; and tho’ it adheres fomewhat; 
the Weight of the a efpecially way the 

fth 
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fifth Month, doth eafily diffolve the Connec- 


tion. 

5. They are fubject to Diftafte and Long- 
ing, like pregnant Women; for the Fluor A/- 
bus draining away the digettive Ferments, and 
the Remainder being vitiated, they cannot ex- 
cite the ufual and genuine Senfations in the 
Stomach, &c. | 

6. Indigeftions, from the precedent Caufes, 
and the prepofterous ‘Things which the Pa- 
tient eats. 

7. From Indigeftions proceed the Spiffi- 
tude and Crudity of the Blood; whence va- 
rious Obftructions, oedematous Swelling of 
the Feet by Day, of the Vifage by Night, thro’ 
the different Situations, Moreover, at» this 
Time the Blood is fo impoverifhed, that a 
Marafmus fapervenes, the Quantity of Spirits 
is diminifhed, mufcular Motion, particularly 
of the Heart, is weakened, the Propulfion of 
the Fluids begins to Janguifh; to which add 
the Attenuation of the Blood, by the flow Fe- 
-ver, from the Retention of the excrementitious 
Juices, Want of Nutrition, @&c. All which 
concur to produce Cold of the Extremities, 
cedematous Swellings, difficult Refpiration, fre- 
quent but weak Contractions of the .Heart, 
its Palpitation, Syzcope, Ge. 

8. Atotal or partial Uteri Procidentia hap- 
pens, thro’ the Relaxation of its Ligaments, 
by the redundant Serum, or Weight. of its 
Body alone; nay, this Accident has often of 
-itfelf. given room to a Fluor Albus, 
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g. If the excerned Humour is acrid and 
corrofive, it exulcerates the Vu/va, creates 
Phlyéane, &c. which moft commonly hap- 
pens, if there be a Sczrrhus or cancerous Ulcer 
in the Uterus from aVirus variolicum, ° © 
~ yo. The thin and acrimonious State of the 
Blood, the flow Fever, which appears com- 
monly in an inveterate F/uor, Albus, with the 
various Obftructions before mention’d, produce 
‘Dropfies of different Parts; whence we find 
that thefe Patients die at length of a Dropfy 
‘or Confumption. 


- DIAGNOSTICS. 


The Diagnoftics are threefold, 1. Thefe. 
which diftinguifth the Diforder. 2. Its Spe- 
‘cies. 3. Its Caufes. The firft Cafe is very 
eafy; only the Difficulty we meet in diftin- 
suifhing the Fluor Albus from a Gonorrhea. 
‘Nor does the fecond Article admit of any Dif- 

ficulty; but the third is extremely Difficult. 
1, The Fluor Albus can hardly be confound- 
ed with any other Diforder, but with a pu- 
-rulent Effufion from an Ulcer of the Uterus, or 
with a Gonorrhea; yet the fenfible Difference 
‘betwixt Pus and the Matter of the Fluor Albus 
renders the Diftinction eafy, For an experienc’d 
‘Phyfician will difcover the Pus by Infpection. 
‘Moreover its Odour is always fomewhat fetid, 
which is rarely met with in the Fluor Albus. 
The Inflammation, Pain, Heat, Fever, &c. 
| which 
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swhich preceded the Suppuration, and which ne- 
ver precede or attend the P/uor Albus, if not in- 
-veterate, are alfo great Arguments of Pus. ‘Fi- 
nally, the Quantity of the Flaor Albus is much 
more confiderable than that of the Pus, which 
diftils by fmall and few Drops. But if the Pus 
and Fluor be combined, the Cafe is ftill more 
difficult; yet Attention and frequent Examina- 
-tion may difcover it. The particular Quali- 
ties of the Pus we have given in our Treatife 
of the Diforders of the Breaft: To thefe add 
that in the Ulcer of the Uferus, there is now 
and then an acute Pain, and that the Patient 
cannot bear the conjugal Embraces; but the 
contrary in the Fluor Albus. 

2. It is infinitely difficult to diftinguith the 
Fluor Albus from an inveterate Gonorrhea; 
tho’ good Attention, with a competent Know- 
ledge of each Diforder, will diftinguith them 
when recent. Thus an incipient C/ap is attended 
with a Phlogofis of the external Genitals, Dy- 
furia, painful Copulation, Heat and Irritation 
of Urine; the Pain and Pd/ogofis are moftly 
obfervable in the Lacune about the Ciitoris. 
But all thefe Smptoms are never met with in 
a Fluor Albus; moreover this Fluor augments 
by Degrees; but the Gonxorrbwa comes to its 
Height fuddenly.. But if the Clap be invete- 
- rate, all or moft of thefe Accidents vanith; 
whereby. it the more approaches to the Nature 
of a Fluor Albus; {o that the Phyfician may be 
thereby the eafier deceived, if the Patient be 
not faithful enough to recite the Symptoms 


of 


438 OF THE DISEASES 


of the commencing Evil; but if the faith- 
fully recites the preceding Accidents you may 
conclude, fhe has an inveterate Clap, Moreover 
there are by this Time other Signs of theSyphz/zs, 
‘The Menfirua are here in their natural Quanti- 
ty: In the Fluor Albus they are proportionally di- 
minifhed or intirely fufpended. In the Gonor- 
rhea there is alfo fome Sufpicion of impure 
Copulation, or the Woman communicates her 
Evil to fome Man, But the fureft Sign I 
Know is) the Infpection of the Parts of Gene- 
ration, particularly the Lacune and Emifia- 
ries Of Cowper's Glands, which if they fpew 
out a purulent Matter, the Affection 1s a Go- 
norrhea, which may be alfo feated in the 
vaginal Glands. But there you are to exa- 
mine the State of the Orifice of the Matrix, 
which ina Fluor Albus is commonly lax and 
‘mollified; but the contrary ina Clap. To all 
‘thefe Signs you may add the Difcovery made 
-by the Help of the Treatment of a Gonorrhea 
,or Fluor Albus, the former being eafily cured 
or alleviated by Sudorifics, &c. to which the 
latter rarely yields. 
. Some. Phyficians fpeak alfo of another Sign, 
which they pretend to be infallible in diftin- 
guithing the two: precedent Diforders, vrz. 
that the Fluer Albus ceafes in the Time of 
-Menftruation; but that the Gonorrheeal Flux 
fill continues. The venereal Flux proceeds from 
ahree Places; from the Glendule proftate, 
Cowper's Glands, and thefe of the Vagina. 
ihe Flux of the two firft Organs, as having 
no 
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no Affinity with the Seat of Menftruation, 
fhou’d, fay they, fubfift during that Evacuati- 
on; which cannot be faid of the Fluor Albus, 
But thefe Arguments relifh too much of Spe- 
culation, nay run counter to Reafon and Ex- 
perience ; for though the two precedent Seats 
-of a Gonorrhea are different from that of the 
Menftrua, yet thefe are, confounded with the 
Gonorrheeal Flux, as well as with the Fluor 
Albus, in the Time of their Effufion, fo that 
neither the one nor the other can be diftin- 
guifhed at this Time; confequently it cannot 
be faid that fuch are or are not, whilft they 
are thus indiftinguifhable: For it happens in 
this Cafe, as it doth with the Urine in the 
Time of Menftruation, which is fo charged 
with Blood fometimes, as to iznpofe on fome 
for real pifling of Blood. 

Diagnoftics of the different Species are eafy'; 
for by the Patient’s Relation, and Infpection of 
the Matter you learn, 1. Whether it be purely 
jacteal, by its Whitenefs, Spiffitude and fen- 
bly {taining the Patient’s Linnen only on one 
Side. 2. The Fluor Semilacieus {tains it une- 
gually on both Sides, leaving its Marks more 
fenfibly here and there on one Side. 3. The 
lymphatic Flux intirely penetrates it like Wa- 
ter, leaving no whitifh Cruft on the Linnen 
like the two former: Your Infpection willalfo 
inform you of the different Colours, as yellow, 
green, black; &c, By examining the Patient, 
you will learn if the Humour: be acrid, whe- 
ther itexcorjates the Parts, renders them tenfe, 

| hot 
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hot or painful ; whether likewife the Flux be 


-regular or irregular; continual or periodical, &c. 

‘In the Diagnoftics of the Caufes the moft 
-we can do is to give as plaufible ConjeCtures 
-as We'can. 

1. If the Matter be purely lacteal, the Flzor 
Albus {prings from the redundant Quantity 
-of Chyle, and perhaps‘ little Relaxation of the 
-Colatoria; in which Opinion you will be the 
more ‘confirmed, if the Patient eats plentifully 
_ of fucculent Aliments, exercifeslittle ; and much 
more, if the Fluor is ‘periodical ; for then it de- 
notes'a regular Accumulation of uterine Milk, 
which acquires at length a fufficient Momen- 

-éum:to force its Obftacle, once perhaps in feven 

(er ten. Days, commonly before the» Men/es. 
But ifthis Huraour continually flows, and that 
it is white and {piflid, fenfibly ftaining the Lin- | 
nen, ‘befides its Plenitude, you may alfo juftly — 
‘fufped a Relaxation of the Orifices of the Co- 
‘latorza Lactea, which fuffers this Humour to 
_pafs as faft as it prefents itfelf 

2: If the Humour be paler and thinner, it 
is a» Fluor Albus Semilaéteus.- If it flows 
only at certain Periods and due Intervals, you 
aay {ufpect the Vice 1s owing toa fimple 
-Plenitude; but if it continually flows without 
any, or little Intermiffion, befides its Abun- 
dance,/you may alfo. falpett a Relaxation of 
its sdRlegepta les. me 

3. Uf the Fluor be lymphatic: it intirely pes 
netrates the Linneny leaving no: Veftigia more 
than: pure Water.. You are then to examine if 
sork there 
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there be a hard Tumour, cedematous Swelling, 
Weight and gravative Pain in the Region of 


_ the Matrix; if fo you may then conclude that 
fuch are the Caufes of the Evil. 


PROGNOSTICS. 


Thefe turn on two Points, 1. On the Evil ia 
general, 2. On its Species, Caufes, &c, 

In general the Fluor Albus is very incom- 
modious, and renders Women odious to Men, 
Moreover its Accidents are very troublefome, 
as Barrennefs, Weaknefs, anxious Life. If in-’ 
veterate, it creates Obftructions, Dropfies, Con- 
fumptions, Uteri Procidentta, &c. all which 
not only render this Diforder troublefome, but 
aifo tedious and difficult to be cured, nay mor- 
tal; particularly the lymphatic Fluor Albus, 
when it gives room to Ulcers, Cancers, Drop- 
fies, flow Fevers, &c. But the other Species 
are more favourable, for fome fupport them 
for twenty Years or more, 

Prognoftics of the Species vary in Propor- 
tion, r. Thus the F/uor Albus, fimply lacteal, 
is the moft favourble of all, becaufe it fup- 
pofes no other Vice than the Plenitude of the 
— Colatoria Uterina, and at moft a {mall relax- 
ation of the fame Veffels, whilft the Fluor 
lympbaticus prefuppofes a permanent Vice in 
the Uferus, as Tubercles, Oedemata, Scirrbus, 
&Se. | 
2. The Fluor Semtlaéteus is-more trouble- 


fome, in as much as it denotes the too great 
Fluidity 
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Fluidity and Diffolution of the Blood and 
Chyle, anda local Vice in the Uterus, if it be 
habitual ; but the Confequences are the lefs 
to be apprehended, if it frequently intermits, 
In the former Cafe the Solids are commonly 
relaxed; but the Vice of the Solids is more 
difficultly removed than that of the Fluids; 
~ whence the Prognoftics fhould be in Pro- 
portion. 

3. The Fluor Lympbaticus is the moft dan- 
gerous of all, in as much as it fuppofes very 
confiderable Caufes, as Scirrbus,Cancers, Ulcers, 
&c. of the Cine or near it; “whofe conte. 
quences are frequently mortal; fuch as Drop~ 
fies, flow Fevers, Uterz Procidentia, ce. 

As to the Prognoftics of the Quality of the 
Matter. If the Humour of the Fluor Albus 
be fweet and balfamic, or like Whey, tranf- 
parent and aqueous, it will not excoriate the 
Vulva, nor produce any bad Effeéts: On the 
contrary, if it be acrid, yellow, green or black, 
and much more, if it be attended with Heat 
of Urine, and that it actually exulcerates the 
Parts of Generation, 

An inveterate Fluor Albus is more tronible- 
fome and difficultly cured thana recent one, 2 
continual than an intermittent Flux; the for- 
mer fuppofing a more permanent Caufe. The 
Fluor Albus attended with acute fenfible Pains, 
darting as it were from Time to Time, 
threatens a Cancer; confequently is to be very 
much apprehended: Therefore all acrid, heat- 
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ing and aperitive Remedies fhould be then 
banifhed. 

Young Women are eabinr cured of this Af- 
fe&tion than old ones, through the vicious 
Diathefis of the Solids and Fluids in the 
laft. It is eafier removed in Women who 
have had many Children, than in fuch as have 
had none. 

If a Cancer is at length formed in the 
.. Uterus, you muft pronounce the Evil incura- 
ble, and fo ftrive to palliate it, by evacuating 
the redundant Humours, and employing the 
other appropriated Remedies to be mentioned in 
the Chapter of the Cancer Uterz. 


CURE, 


The Treatment of the Fluor Laéfeus and 
Semilaéteus effentially differs from that of the 
Fluor Lympbaticus.. The Caufes of the two 
former in general are, 1. The Abundance, 
Spiffitude, and difficult Circulation of the 
uterine Milk; to this the F/uor purely lacteal 
owes its Rife. 2. The Fluor Semilaéteus 
fprings from the too great Tenuity of the 
faid Humour; whence it iffues gud datd porta. 
3. This Fluor not only may arife, but will be 
more confiderable and habitual, if the Veffels 
be relaxed. Thus the Indications of Cure 
Regard, 1, The Redundancy of Milk. 2. Its 
Tenuity. 3. The Relaxation of the Veffels, — 

1. The Cureof the Fluor Ladieus is fo eafy, 
ch tll in fifteen Days it may be completed: So 
. thot 
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that the Patient be more fparingly nourithed, ' 
her Aliments lefs fucculent, let her exercife 
heartily, fleep little, the Quantity of her Chyle, 
and confequently of the Flux will be.dimi-. 
nifhed; for it is one cf the trueft Maxims of 
Hippocrates, thata Woman thus affected fhould 
in cibis minus fatiari, © impigram effe ad la- 
borem. If fhe will not yield to this Method, 
let it be recompenfed by Venefection of the 
Arm once or twice a Month; that the Blood 
and other Humours thereon depending, may 
be diminifhed in the fame Proportion. Next 
let Cathartics be employed, to difcharge the 
Crudities and Part of the Chyle by the Anus. 
But above all, order Emetics; for they not 
only carry off the Crudities of the Stomach, 
but alfo attenuate the Blood, and forward the 
natural Excretions, If the Patient cannot bear 
_thefe, let her take frequent Clyfters, to derive 
Part of the Chyle by the dzus. Women 
feldom refufe thefe laft Remedies ; becaufe they 
preferve, nay, augment the Beauty and Agree- 
ablenefs of the Face: But to affift their Effi- 
cacy, order at the fame Time Diaphoretics, 
as: Decoétions of the Woods, or Diuretics; 
to difcharge the fuperfluous Humours by the 
different Emuntories of the Body. | 
2, To fulfil the fecond View, which parti- 

cularly regards the Fluor Semilacteus, is more 
- difficult; for it is not eafy to correct the pre- 
ternatural Tenuity of the Humours, tho’ there 
be no Vice in the Solids, As this confifts in 
~ont of due Confiftence of the Blood, frona 

weak, 
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weak and watry Aliments, &c. you mutt re« 
commend infpiffating and nourifhing Diet, 
which, if the Patient faithfully obferves, will 
perform the Cure. Hence fhe fhould live on 
various Creams, Pottayes, Gruels, boiled Milk, 
roaft Meat, Gellies, €c. intirely avoiding Ra- 
gouts, faltand high-feafoned Meats, Milk of 
all Kinds is of great Service in this Affection, 
which if the Patient. cannot bear, let it be 
turned with the Deco¢tion of China: Let her 
alfo drink of a {weetening and cooling Pti/an 
made with Rad, Con/folid.maj. Alth. Malu. Sem. 
Lin. which may be rendred agreeable by Syr._ 
Granat. vel Limon, efpecially if it be in the 
Summer Time; in which Seafon fhe may 
alfo drink a little of Orgeat, Lemonade or the 
like. 

_ Narcotics are very ufeful, nay, of great 
Moment in this Cure, efpecially if the Patient 
ds reftlefs at Night, or any way delirious, So 
order a Dofe of one of the following pro re 
nata; Syr. Papav. ald, vel Decoét. Cap. Papav., 
Diacod. Tinét. Anodyn. Or if you want to de« 
ceive your Patient, prefcribe Pz/lul. de Cyno- 
glofs. Starkeian. &Sc. but remember to order 
them in the Beginning, in a very {mall Dofe, 
gradually augmenting the fame, left the Pa- 
tient fhould become fo accuftomed to them, 
that their intended Effect be thereby fru- 
{trated, 

3. The third Diforder to be treated is the 
Relaxation of the Veficule laétee; this is fre- 
quently in the Fluor Semilacieus, to which it 

L may 
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may giveroom, without any confiderable Fault 
of the Fluids. The Indication, therefore, which 

refents it felf here, is to reftore the Tone and 
Blaficty of the Solids; which is performed 
by Vulneraries or Aftringents. Properly {peak- 
ing, the former, tho’ of this Clafs, have no 
fenfible Aftringency, the latter have manifeftly 
that Quality. . 

Of the Clafs of Vulneraries are your hot 
Baths of mineral, or bituminous, hot Wa-_ 
ters; Wiacectanone Injections into the Va- 
gina, Infeffus of the fame Waters are very 
ufeful, to which add the Fumes convey- 
ed into the Vagina by the Help of a ‘Tunnel; 
for this Precaution is necefiary, thro’ the Co/- 
lapfus of the Labia Pudendi, &c. which other- 
wife hinders the Ingrefs of the Fumes. As 
thefe Waters are ufefu! in the Palfy, fothey are 
alfo in this Affection, when taken internally. 
The waters we commonly recommend for this 
Purpofe are Les Eaux de Barrege, de Bourbon, 
de Balleruque, de la Chapelle, &c. 

The next Clafs of thefe Remedies compre- 
hends Sudorifics, as Decoé?. Guaiac. Saffafr. 
Sarfaparil. Chin, Sc. Diuretics likewife, as 
Decoé. Rad: Eryng. Anon, cut. add. Pulv. Mi1- 
leped. vel Sal. Glaub. Galenus extremely re- 
commends for the fame Purpofe Rad, Apii, & 
Afar, whereby he affures us that he cured a 
Woman exceedingly reduced by a Fluor Albus. 
Yet this great Efficacy is owing to thejr diure- 
tic Quality alone. | 
Of 
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Of the Clafs of Aftringents, properly fpeak- 


ing, are the following, if you are obliged to 
have Recourfe to them, viz. Fol, Argent. Ver- 
ben. Virg. Aur. Marrbub, Calaminth. or, what 
comes to the fame Intent, all the Vulneraries 
of the Swiffe in infus. theiform, to which you 
add Balfam. Peruv. ficcum aut liquid. Balfam. 
Canad. Capiv. or Therebenth, de Chio, ordering 
the drier Balfams from 4 to 6 Drops, or of the 
more liquid, to 18, with a little Sugar in each 
Dofe, if you employ them in Boles; or fim- 
ply dropped into the Infufion or Decoétion, 
when exhibited in a liquid Form, | 

If more powerful Aftringents are neceffary, 
prefcribe Rad. Biffort. Tormentil. Confolid. maj. 
Fol, Plantag. Quinquefol. Millefol. Herniar. 
Burs. Paftor. or pro re nata Rof} rubr. Rhus, 
Virginian. Balauftia, which are given in va- 
rious Dofes, according to the Number order- 
ed at a Time, the Patient’s Temperament, 
&c. They are ufed in Broths, Decoctions, P¢z- 
fans, &c, But you are never to employ them 
till you have prepared the Patient by Bleeding, 
Purging, and other general Remedies, 

If the Diforder be very obftinate, the Phy- 
fician is often obliged to have Recourfe to the 
following Aftringents, Sang. Dracon, Maflich, 
Succ. Hypociftid. Terr. Catech. Terr. Sigillat, 
Succin. Santal, Rubr. pulv. whofe Dofe in ge- 
neral is ro or.12 Grains, which muft be di- 
minifhed in Proportion to the Number of thefe 
Simples ordered together. ‘The Forms are 
Boles, Opiates or Ele¢tuaries, Tablets, Powders, 

a ae ‘Se, 
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&c. made up with Syr. Granat. Corall, rubr. 
but above all Syr. or Conferv. Rof: rubr. to 
make them into Boles or EleCtuaries. If the 
Cafe is preffing, order fome Grains of Alum 
and Sang. Dracon, to 3 ff. or % j. in Conferv. 
Rof. form. Bol. bis die fumend. juft as we 
have ordered in the immoderate Menjffrua. 
The above Simples are alfo ufed in Suffumi- 

gations, when the Flux is Violent, } 

As to the third Caufe, or when the Abun- 
dance and Tenuity of the Humours are com- 
bined with the Relaxation of the Solids, you 
muft prudently combine the Remedies em- 
ployed for each, always remembring to pro- 
portion the Remedies to the different Degrees 
of Intenfity of the different Caufes. 

N. B. That you are to combine or intermix 
the Ufe of Baths and Narcotics, with Purga- 
tives, Diuretics, &c, efpecially if you appre- 
hend an Inflammation, Ulcer, &c, from their 
Irritation, or the Acrimony of the Fluor. 
This acting on the Parts of Generation, thence 
on the Inteftins; both which Parts eafily 
communicate their Affections the one to the 
other. Moreover, you may imagine it is 
of no great Confequence to diftinguith a Fluor 
Albus troma Gonorrhea, teeing the Remedies 
of the one, vz. Sudorifics, Aftringents, &c. 
may be indifferently employed in the other. But 
this Notion is manifeftly falfe: For I never 
knew that the cited Remedies, or any of the 
reft f{pecifically intended for the Cure of a 
Clap, have ever removed a Fluor Albus, 
’ Cure 
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Cure of the Lymphatic Fluor Albus. 


1. If the Fluor Lymphaticus fprings from 
the Obftruction of the large Glands in the Bi- 
furcation of the Iliacs, &c. thro’ a fcrophu- 
lous, fcorbutic or venereal Virus, thefe 
Diforders fhould be removed by their refpe- 
ctive Remedies, before we come to the Cure 
of the Fluor; nay, the former being correéted, 
the latter is fo too; but as this is not of my 
prefent Purpofe, I refer you to the Treatifes I 
have already given on thofe Subjects. 

2. The Fluor Albus proceeding from the 
Compreffion of the uterine Lymphatics, by Scir- 
thofities, Cancers, Ganglions or the like, fhould 
be treated by the Remedies intended for thofe 
Caufes,as we fhall hereafter explain. Wherefore, 

3. The Object of this Cure fhall be only 
the third Caufe, or Utert Procidentia, and 
fome few of the fecond Clafs, viz. the fimple 
Obftructions of the Glands of the Uferus, or 
of the other abdominal Vifcera, which diforder 
the Circulation in that Organ. 

_ As to the Obftructions, the principal Indi- 
cation is to remove them, and re-eftablifh the 
Circulation of the Humours. But unfortu- 

nately, this Indication cannot be always ful- 
filled, without Danger; for if you adminifter 
the Remedies intended for that Purpofe, you fre- 
quently give room to Scirrhofities, Cancers, and 
the like Affe€tions of the Matrix; therefore 

you are to proceed very cautioufly, beginning 
| L with 


ro OF THE DISEASES 


with one or more Bleedings in the Arm, as 
the Patient’s Pulfe, Temperament, &c. will 
guide you, ‘Thus you empty the Blood-Vef- 
fels, to give Room to the Action of your De- 
obftruents, and to prevent Inflammation, You 
are next to order a gentle Cathartic; or if 
the Patient be of a robuft firm Conftitution, 
has a found Breaft, &c. an Emetic will do 
much better, as Tart, Stibiat. ad gr. iij. or I- 
pecacuan, if the Patient be fubjeét to Indi- 
eéeftions, has a foul Stomach, &c. After thefe 
Preparations, 1f the Patient be of a cold 
phlegmatic Conftitution, and that the urinary 
Paffages are well conditioned, order attenu- 
ating aperient Remedies, But if fhe be 
on the contrary, of a hot bilious Conftitution, 
feels fenfible Pain or Heat of the Matrix, before 
the Ufe of De-obftruents, fhe is to take dilut- 
ing, emollient, and cooling Broths or Apo- 
zems, in which have been boiled Cray-fith; 
to which Purpofe you may alfo order Lac vac- 
cin. vel Afinin. cum Decoé. Hord. or Ser. Lad. 
chalybeat. in quo bull. Cherefol, or if the likes 
beft, Lact. diftillat. cum Plant. vulnerar, Mi- 
neral Waters, moderately purgative, Baths and 
Half Baths are very convenient in Summer, 
and other temperate Seafons, as is alfo the 
Ser, Lact, but the Broths or Apozems will do 
better in Winter. The bilious Patient thus 
prepared, or the phlegmatic, as before, may 
proceed to the Ufe of the aperient and atte- 
nuating Remedies, which are very numerous ; 

but 
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‘but we fhall fele& the moft common and efhi- 
cacious ; fuch as, 

1, Rad. Afparag. Eryng. Anon. Lapath, .A- 
cut. Bruf. an Ounce of each when you employ 
_ but two; or half.an Ounce when you employ 
fourata Time; Fol. Cichor. Cherefol. Argen- 
tin. Agrimon. Summit. Nafturt. aquat. The 
Argent.and Agrimon. are fomewhat aftringent, 
aperitive, and vulnerary; the reft are more 
particularly diuretic, They are ordered pro 
ve nata in Pugils, and are prepared in Broths 
or Apozems,’ to which you add Milleped. Viv, 
or Sal, Glaub. Arcan. duplicad, 3, i. towards 


the End; or the Milleped. may be contufed, 


and the Decoction poured over them. ‘The 
Apozems may be fweetened with Syr. de 5 Rad. 
Aper. or other appropriated Syrup. — 

2. All the aperitive Preparations of Mars, 
as Groc. Mart. aper. particularly that made by 
Water, which is milder, and adheres lefS to 
the Stomach than the Crocus prepared by Dew. 
In order to make the former, put Lzmat. Fer. 
q. v. in-a fufficient Quantity of Water into a 
B. M. over a gentle Fire; renew the Water as 
often as Occafion requires, till the Filings of 
Iron are reduced to a pulpous Mafs, which 
you dry and pulverize: For the fame Purpofe 
are Fer. Rubig. porphyrizat. Flor, Martial, Sal. 
Mart. River, Thefe you order to xx, Grains, 
but x. of the Flor. Mart, will be fufficient; 
becaufe.a’ great Quantity of Sa. Ammoniac. 
enters their Compofition, 

| L4 3. The 
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3. The Preparations of Mercury, particu- 
larly ithiop. miner. Merc. violaceus. ‘The 
fEthiops prepared by Fire is preferable to that 
made by Trituration; becaufe the Mercury is 
better incorporated with the Su/phur in the 
former; confequently it is lefs fubject to revi- 
vify, and will enter more abundantly into the 
Blood. I alfo prefer the faétitious to the native 
Cinnabar ; tho’ this lait is moft in Vogue, yet 
it frequently contains a little Arfenick, from 
the other Minerals which it meets with in the 
Bowels of the Earth; whence it may be of 
very dangerous Confequence. The Dofe of 
the former is from x. to xvilj, Grains; yet 
it will do better to begin with a more mode- 
rate Dofe, as vj. or vij. Grains. 

A young Girl of feven or eight Years, &e, 
before her Men/es appear, having a Fluor Al- 
bus, or rather Lympbaticus, fhould be treated 
with YS. Purgation, Milk turned with Decoé?, 
Chin. or Sarfaparill, Aftringent, Ocul. Can- 
cror. Se. 

4. Pulv, Milleped. and the Gums, which 
are the moft efficacious Remedies; as Gum. 
Ammoniac. Sagapan, Opopan, Galban. Myrrh. 
The former are given to iv, or v. Grains, the 
Myrrh, in a larger Dofe; their Forms may be 
Boles, Opiats, Tablets, Powders, &c. Yet as 
thefe Gums are very powerful -Aperitives, 
you are not to infift too Jong on their Ule, 
but rather intermix it with the aperitive Broths, 
fifteen Days for the one, and as many for the 
other; Thus cautioufly managing them, but 

| always 
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always after the Matrix is well prepared and 
difpofed for their Ufe. The beft Rule I know 
is; to begin with the mildeft Aperitives, gra- 
dually afcending pro re nata to the moft pow- 
erful, as we have digefted them; nay, when 
you come to the laft mentioned Clafs, I would 
{till recommend to change your Method, or- 
dering one while the cooling, diluting Remedies, 
another while your fpecific Aperitives, | and 
fo on alternately, the one, v. g. for the Morn- 
ing and Evening only, the other in the Inter- 
vals. But you are to fufpend intirely the Ufe of 
your Aperitives, if you find the Heat, Senfi- 
bility or Pain of the Matrzx to be augmented. 
When thefe are corrected you may return once 
more to the Ufe of the former Remedies, I 
would have you alfo to be cautious and cir- 
_ cumfpect in the Ufe, as well of aftringent In- 
jections into the Vagina, as of Aftringents in- 
ternally taken, both which are frequently per- 
nicious; left by {topping the accuftomed Flux 
fo fuddenly the whole Body may fuffer; re- 
member alfo to add Narcotics, particularly 
Opium to every Bole or Opzat of the f{tronger 
Aperitives; each Dofe may contain 4 or + 
Grain of Opium, ‘Thus the relaxed. Solids 
yield, without Danger of Rupture or Inflam- 
mation, to the rarified Fluids, 

As to the laft-mentioned Caufe of the Fluor 
Lympbaticus, viz. the Relaxation of the U- 
terus, whereby a total or partial Uterz Proci- 
dentia happens. This is to be treated by re- 
ducing the Matrix to its proper Place, or re- 

{toring 
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ftoring its Tone, if it be only over relaxed. 
The Matrix being once reftored, its Relaxa- 
tion in the one as well as the other Cafe is to 
be remedied by the Aftringents before-men- 
tioned,: and the other Corroboratives; as hot 
Baths, or made of vitriolic and ferrugineous 
Waters, which if not powerfully purgative, 
may be alfo taken internally. Fomentations 
and Duccie of the fame may be ufed; to 
which add the Fumes of Bath-waters received 
into the Vagina; nay, all that I have {poke 
of in the Cure of the Relaxation of the Ori- 
fice of the Matrix. 

The Accidents proceeding fort the Quality 
of the Humour, particularly when it is acrid, 
of a yellow or green Colour, &e. thefe, I 
fay, are commonly Exulceration, or only Heat, 
Pain, andthe like; which threaten'a Phlogofis, 
or a Scirrbus, degenerating into a Cancer. If the 
laft, the moft you can dois to palliate the Evil. 
In order to this, and to remedy the other Ef 
fects aforefaid, bleed the Patient, at leaft once 
a Month, purge her gently as often, with 
Manna, or a Dilut. Ca/s. or this diffolved in 
mineral Water, mildly purgative; «your Ca- 
thartics fhould not exceed this Kind. Then 
order diluting and cooling Remedies, particu- 
larly Milk Diet, and Narcotics, Morning and 
Evening; the Dofe at Night to provoke Sleep, 
being larger, thus the Pain is checked. Let the 
Patient alfo frequently drink of the Deco€tion 
of Maly. Alth. or boiled Emulfions, and bath 
often. But VenefeCtion is the only Remedy 

| you 
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you are to depend on. As to your aperitive 
Remedies you are to banifh them intirely in 
this Cure. | 


~ 


(Gone a Pos XH, 
| Of the Furor Uterinus, 


BHO’ this Diforder is commonly ranked 

among thofe of Women, their Parts of 
Generation being very much concerned therein ; 
yet I.would rather refer it to the Diforders of 
the Head, inafmuch as it. principally confifts 
in a Delirium, either Melancholicum or Mania- 
cum, both which I have obferved. Thefe Pa- 
tients conftantly and immodeftly fpeak of the 
venereal Action, folicit Meh thereunto, make 
immodett Poftures, and their whole Difcourfe 
rouls upon Venery. 

The Antients called this Affection Nympho- 
mania, thinking that the C/:toris, which they 
called Nympha, was its only Seat. Hence — 
Nymphotomia is faid of the Section of the C/z- 


toris. 


CAUSES. 


The firft and principal Caufe of this Furor 
is a preternatural Irritation in the Parts of 
Generation; whence violent Impreffions are 
made on the Brain, The Explication of the 

former 
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former I propofe to give here, referring. that 
of the latter to the Treatife of the Diforders 
of the Head. 

Phyfiology teaches us that the venereal 
Stimulus is feated, 1. In the C/foris. 2. In the 
Vagina, 3. In the interior Part of the Uterus. 
Tho’ the laft is not as fufceptible of thefe Im- 
preffions, as the two former, being lefs ner- 
vous; neverthelefs it contributes to augment 
the Pleafure: For we fee that brute Animals, 
when big with young, abfolutely refufe venereal 
Commerce with their Males; the venereal 
Stimulus being then diminifhed by the Fetus 
in the Matrix. Yet I am not ignorant of the 
ObjeGtion of fome, who cite the Hiftory of 
Fulia Daughter to duguftus Cefar, and Wife 
to Agrippa, who, they fay courted more the 
embraces of Men during her Pregnancy, than 
at any other Time; faying that brute Animals 
refufed fuch Commerce in that State, for want 
of Reafon and fufficient Senfe of Pleafure, or 
becaufe they were meer Brutes. But for my Part 
feveral Reafons convince me, that Women big 
with Child are not as fenfible of thefe Pleafures, 
as when they are not; wherefore I conclude 
that the Uterus contributes to the Production 
of Love-pleafures, 

The Imprefiions made on the above Seats 
or Parts of Generation, by their ref{pective Hu- 
mours, may be compared to the Impreffions 
made on the Stomach by the Humor Gafri- 
cus, ec. in exciting Appetite: Wherefore the 
Ardor Venereus will be in Proportion to the 

| Intenfity 
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Intenfity of the Stimulus, and Difpofition of 
the Solids. 1. If the Organs be too fenfible 
and inflamed, the Vibratility of the Nerves will 
be fo great, that they will be {ufceptible of the 
lichteft Impreffions; juft as the Fingers, 
when inflamed, thro’ the Tenfion of their 
Nerves, cannotbear the leaft Touch, nor the Eyes 
even the Rays of Light; andthe greaterthe Ten- 
fion is, the greater will be the Effect of Im- 
preffion. 2. The Abundance and Acrimony 
of the lymphatic Humour of the Clitoris, of, 
the feminal Humour of the Vagina, and other 
Humours of the Matrix, as the Humor Lac- 
teus, &c, 3. The Combination of the two 
former Caufes, in which Cafe the venereal 
Appetite is extremely intenfe. Now to the 
Explication of each of thefe Caufes. 

1. The too great Senfibility of the Uferus 
proceeds from the Rarefaction, Effervefcence 
and Heat of the Blood, efpecially if any par- 
ticular Impediment puts a Stop to its Motion 
in the Uterus. The Heat of the Blood is caufed 
by drinking of {pirituous Liquors, ufe of falt 
Meats, exceflive Exercife, particularly of the 
Parts of Generation, which have more Effect 
on hot bilious Conftitutions than any other; 
becaufe of the natural Rarefaction and Heat 
of their Blood, But this Affection is moftly 
obfervable in Women at the Approach of 
their Men/fes; nay Brutes rarely admit the 
Approaches of their Males, only at that Time. 
This is ftill more common in Women, whofe 


Menfirua are fupprefled, For the Quantity 
3 of 
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of Blood then ftagnant, without Iffuein the 
* Uterus, confiderably diftends its nervous Fi- 
bres, .whereby they become more fenfible. The 
Caufes of Suppreffion, as alfo Tumours, &e, 
which put a Stop to the Circulation of the 
Humours in the Uferus, we have already ex- 
plained; to which add, that feveral Obferva- 
tions atteft the tumified Hemorrhoids by their 
-Contiguity to the Uferus and Communication 
with the Veffels of that Organ, to have pro- 
duced this Diforder. - . 

2. The Caufes of Acrimony are, the too 
sreat Quantity of Blood; Lymph of the Ciitoris; 
feminal Humour of the Vagina; and la&teal 
of the Matrix; for the Impreflions are in 
Proportion: Wherefore, high-fed Women, par- 
ticularly thefe whg make exceflive Ufe of falt, 
peppered, or other high-feafoned Meats; who 
are fubject to violent Paffions of the Mind ; fre- 
quent Watchings at gaming; thefe I fay, are 
chiefly difpofed to this Evil. But a fuperior 
Degree of Acrimony is induced by the Retention 
of the Bile. 

3. The third Clafs of Caufes confifts in the 
Combination of the two above explained ; and 
they are more frequently united than feparate ; 
for one alone is hardly capable of producing » 
this Furor; but the two jointly never fail. 

It will be neceflary to make the following 
Reflections on this Diforder, 

1. If the Delirium be not Effential, the Fu- 
ror Uterinus is not; nor is it otherwife pro- 
perly a Luror, 
. | 2. The 
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\ 2, The Furor may be Effential, or Sympto- 
matic; the laft is the moft frequent. If it 
arifes in Confequence of having read obfcene 
Books, heard lafcivious Stories, or that the 
Patients have been too much occupied with 
Thoughts of Venery, and that a Mania or 
Melancholia {apervenes; the fubfequent Furor 
is Symptomatic: If on the contrary the Furor 
firft appears in Confequence of the mentioned 
Impreffions made on the Uferus, and that the 
Delirium, whether Melancholicum or Maniacum 
afterwards fupervenes; the Furor is Effential, 
and the Delirium is Symptomatic: This Re- 
flection will be very ufeful in the Prognoftics 
and Cure, | 
3, The Impreflions made on the Brain in 
this Affection, will be explained hereafter in | 
the Hyfteric Pafflion; wherein we fhall demon- 
ftrate how fome Women troubled with thefe 
Fits fuffer fuch Impreflions as throw them 
very often into a fimple Derium or Mania, 
without any Symptom of a Luror Uterinus, 


SYMPTOMS + 


Mott of the Accidents of this Diforder have 
been mentioned in the preceding Theory ; 
yet we fhall {ketch out the moft confiderable 
of them here, as 1. A Delirium Maniacum or 
Melancholicum. The firft is univerfal or Mentis 
Aberratio about moft Objects; befides it is fo 
intenfe with regard to Venery, that the Pa- 
tient becomes intirely fhamelefs, expofes her 

felf 
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felf to all Perfons, and hardly quits a Man, 
if once fhe can take hold of him; nay for 
ceth him to her Embraces. In the Delirium Me- 
lancholicum the Patient is much more referved, 
her Folly is confined to one or few Objeéts, 
fhe reafons {till tolerably well on all others, 
and frequently bemoans her Misfortune; yet 
if fhe finds an Opportunity of contenting her 
Defire, fhe’ll hardly mifs it, Yet her Thoughts 
are fo fixed on Venery that her Blood becomes 
~ daily more, dry and Refinous, her Solids be- 
come more vibratile, till at length the falls 
into a real Delirzum Maniacum, efpecially if 
fhe cannot content her Apetite; and all this 
without a Fever. 

The other Symptoms which accompany this 
Diforder, areall the Offspring of the Delirium: 
The Patient is fometimes merry, frequently fad; 
is fubject to Levity and conftant Laughing; 
in fhort is capable of all the Poftures and Af- 
fections which regard or have any Relation 
to Love. She patiently bears all the Injuries 
of the Weather, neglects Reft, eating and 
drinking, being wholly taken up with her 
darling Idea of Love, which over-powers or 
fhades all other Impreflions and Ideas, juft as 
(if I may be permitted to fay) the Light of 
the Sun doth that of theother Planets; in a 
Word, fhe acts the Fool, 
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DIAGNOSTICS. 


The Diagnoftics of the Diforder are mani- 
feft.: But thefe of its Caufes offer more Dif- 
ficulty ; nor are they very neceflary. As to 
the Phlogofis and Acrimony, due Attention, 
with what we have hitherto faid, will diftin- 
cuifh them. But what you are principally to 
learn, is whether the De/irzum be Effential or 
Symptomatic. This you do by informing 
yourfelf, whether the Caufe of the Delirium 
proceeds from the Matrix, or from the reading 
of obf{cene Books, Ge, as above. The follow- 
ing Remarks in the Difquifition of the Difor- 
der are very effential. 

1. That the Furor Uterinus frequently {prings 

from the Abufe of over hot Aperitives.. Thus 
feveral Obfervations prove that Sa/ Amontiac. 
Borax, Cantharides &c. have produced it. 

2. Powerful Emmenagoga have frequently 
caufed it, efpecially in hot and bilious Tempe- 
raments. 

3. And, what is {till more common, diffi- 
cult or fuppreft Menfirua have given it Birth, 
as I have feen once or twice, But in this 
Cafe, the Furor is commonly removed when 
the Menffrua appear. I have alfo met with 
a very rare Accident which produced this Dif- 
order, viz. A certain Perfon, with intent to 
render the venereal Action more agreeable as 
well to himfelf as to his Confort, rubbed the 
Glans and Penis with Mufk diffolved in aro- 

M matic 
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matic Oil, fo that he raifed a Phlogofis in the 
Woman’s Vagina; whence a Furor Uterinus 
happened. 

Finally, Remedies prepofteroufly ordered for 
the Removal of Sterility, have given Room 
very often to this Affection. 

But to return to the Diforder ; When it be- 
gins, you ll meet with fome Difficulty to difcover 
it; becaufe the Patient, having {till fomeCom- 
nada over her Pasiond will {trive to conceal | 
it; and, tho’ you difcovera kind of Melancholia, 
you'll Be till at a lofs to know whether it be a 
fimple or an uterine one: So that, all the Means 
you have now left, is to entertain thePatient with 
love Matters, and obferve clofely whether your 
Difcourfe renders her more gay or merry, 
which if you difcover, you may conclude there 
is fome Defect in the Urerus. 


PrRoGNosTICs., 
Thefe are founded on the Theory of the Dif- 


order. In general it is not mortal, but extremely 
incommodious and deplorable ;° wherefore it 
merits Attention, It is very difficult to re- 
move it in fuch as have frequently had dif- 
ficult Menfirua, particularly the firft. The 
Cure is alfo difficult if the Diforder be inve- 
terate, or in old Subjects. If the Evil be Effen- 
tial, and the Delirium Symptomatic, or Sym- 
pathetic, it is eafier removed than when the 
Furor is Symptomatic, and the Delirium Ef- 
fential. For, in the fame Proportion that you 
remove the Vice of the Uterus in the former 


Cafe, 
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Cafe, the Delirium is alfo removed; particu- 
larly when the Patient is eafy and govern- 
able: This Diftin@tion of the Delirium and 
Furor uter. we have before given. ‘The Furor, 
with a Delirium Maniacum, or when the Pa- 
tient is equally diftracted about all Objects, is 
more difficultly cured than the Delirzum Me- 
lancholicum, wherein her Thoughts are bent 
only on one, or few, and that fhe has ftill fome 
Command over herfelf. In general, the more 
aged the Patient is, the more inveterate and 
deeply implanted the Caufe of the Diforder is, 
the more difficult is the Cure. If the Evil 
holds for one or two Months, the Vice of the 
Brain becomes obftinate; it degenerates into a 
real Mania, and the Diforder is incurable, | 


Cou RB. 


The preceding Diforder, we may fay, iscom- 
pofed of two Affections; one of the Head, the 
other of the Urerus ; or it is compofed of an Ef- 
{ential and Symptomatic Diforder at the fame 
Time; both which, fhould in all Appearance, 
be removed, in order to cure intirely the Furor 
Uterinus. But as they require two different 
Principles, I fhall take the Indications of Cure 
from the Vice of the Parts of Generation alone, 
which will be, neverthelefs, directed in fome 
Meafure to the Affections of the Head, As 
the Caufes of, this Diforder in the Mazérix 
are, 1. The Phlogofis, and preternatural Heat 
and Senfibility of that Organ; 2. The Acri- 
‘ M 2 7 a OL 
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mony of the Parts of Generation; 3, The 
Combination of both: The Indications are, 
¥. Todiminifh the Heat and fenfibility of the 
. Uterus. 2. To fweeten, dilute, cool and em- 
balm ‘the Blood. . 3. To combine the Reme- 
dies of the two former Indications; fo that 
by kriowing them, you learn thofe of the third 

Indication. | 
To fulfil the firftIndication, when you learn 
the Caufe, you are to order frequent and co- 
pious Bleedings, almoft as in an incipientManza ; 
even to eight Times in two Days, or as the Pa- 
tient’s Conftitution, &c. will guide you, She 
may be bled till fhe fwoons, without Danger. 
You purge her next, as Mad-men are com- 
monly; for the one as well as the other have 
their Thoughts fo bent on the principal Ob- 
ject of their Diforder, that the Impreffions of 
a Cathartic muft be very ftrong, to have any 
Effect on them. Moreover their Blood is fo 
compact and Refinous that it demands pow- 
erful Remedies ; yet you are not to order the 
refinous Purgatives, fuch as Falap. Scammon. 
Diagryd. Ge, for fear of drying and inflam- 
ing the Humours more. So you muft pre- 
{cribe the ordinary Cathartics ; augmenting their 
Dofe by the one third, or as the Patient’s Con- 
dition requires, The Medicines particularly 
calculated for this Purpofe are thofe of the 
aqueous Kind, whofe Action does not hold 
long, but operates brifkly. Emetics deferve 
the greateft Encomiums for this Intent; be- 
caufe they copioutly evacuate the Bile, Pere 
R. the 
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the Acrimony of the Humours is leffened: 
Moreover, they contribute to remove the Ob- 
ftructions, and other Vices, of the Brain ; ‘where 
fore they fhould be repeated, Inthe Intervals 
of Bleeding and Purging, frequent Clyfters. 
may be adminiftred. Let them be made of 
the moft emollient Plants, as Rad. Alth, Maly. 
Portulac, Nymph, Fol. Branch, Urfin. Hyofciam. 
to whofe Decoétion add Sa/, Prunel. 3)ff. or Sal. 
Saturn,Gr. xv. or alittleVinegarto everyClyfter, 
ordering one in the Morning, another at Night, 

Baths and half Baths are alfo very ufeful; 
for thefe as well as the Clyfters calm the Pain, 
Heat, Irritation, and Senfibility of the Uterus, 
They are made of fimple Water, or of the 
preceding emollient Decottions. Fomenta- 
tions, or Injections into the Vagzna are like- 
wife fit for this Purpofe: ‘The former are made 
of emollient Decoétions; the latter of the 
fame, or of boiled Emulfions, or Ser. Laé#. 
cum Cryfal. Miner. or Sacchar. Saturn. to xv. 
Grains in every Pint of the Liquor; or in its 
Place Vinegar may be employed. Fomentations — 
of the Vulva alfo do not want their Merit. 
Some recommend Peffaries of Cotton fteeped 
in the above emollient Decoétions, or made up 
with the Pulp of the faid Plants, and intro- 
duced into the Vagina. ‘Thefe are the prin- 
cipal Remedies for fulfilling the firft Indication: 
Now tothofe ofthe 
Second Indication, which confifts in mitiga- 

ting the Acrimony of the feminal Humour, 
oe. For this Intent, let the Patient drink very | 
M 3 pen iaa 
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plentifully, even to five Pints a Day, of a cool- 
ing emollient Ptifan, or Decodtion of Rad. Alth. 
Nymph. &c, adding to each Pint Sal. Prunel. 
Z}. or Spr, Nitr. or Sal. Dulcificat, ad grat. 
acidit, Thus the Heat, and Acrimony, of the 
Blood, and Bile, are corrected; which is alfo 
done by mineral Waters, or pullet Broth emul- 
fioned. This you do by pouring the 47. Pull. 
on the contufed Seeds of Papav. Alb. Lin, 
Cannabis. Agn. Caf. or on the 4 Sem. frigid, 
‘Thus may the above Decodtians be alfo emul- 
fioned; to render them agreeable, they may 
be {weetened with an Ounce of Syr. Nympd. to 
each Draught; which are to be taken only twice 
a Day, Morning and Evening, that they may 
not pall the Stomach, by giving them more 
frequently, In Summer, the Patient may drink 
of Whey, in which is diffolved half a Drachm 
of Sal. Prunel. for each Dofe; or, what comes 
to much the fame Purpofe, the vitriolic Wa- 
ters. When fhe has gone through this Me- 
thod, let her be confined, if pofflible, to Milk- 
diet alone, which for this Inftant fhould never 
be boiled. Nor are Narcotics to be for- 
got in this Cure; for they leffen the Senfibility 
and Impreflion of the Parts, and the De/irz- 
um confequently: ‘They are commonly give: 
in a large Dofe by Night, to procure Refit; 
but in the Morning let the Dofe be lefs by half; 
in the Interval they may be alfo exhibited in 
the fame: Proportion every four Hours. Let 
the Narcotics be the moft fimple you can 
find. For chis Reafon you are not to employ 
; Pit 
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Pill, Cynoglofs. or Stark. becaufe they contain 
too many Aromatics; nor. the Gutt, Anodyn. as 
theycontain muchof theSpirit of Wine; for both 
thefe Preparations overheat the Patient ; where- 
fore Opium fimply is preferable, or diffolved 
in a proper Menjfiruum; becaufe it will not fo 
augment the Delirium, by rarifying the Blood. 
As to the third Indication, it demands a pru- 
dent Combination of theRemedies of the two for- 
mer; which may be alfo alternatively employed. 
Having delivered the Cure of the Furor 
Uterinus, we now come to fome Queftions that 
regard it, as | 
1. Where fhould the Bleedings be inftituted ? 

It is very reafonable to imagine that they ought 
to be performed in the Foot, in order. to di- 
vert the Blood from the Head, and thereby 
check the Affections of that Part; which we 
find to fuceed in all its Diforders, This Pra- 
ctice fhould ftill prevail the more, if we have 
any Expectation of provoking the Menjirua 
thereby ; as we learn from the Infpection of 
the Parts, the /z//icidium of Blood, &c. But 
if we fee no Expectation of this after the 
firft bleeding in the Foot, the fecond fhould 
be ordered in the Arm. Tho’ all the former Rea- 
fons be very plaufible and good, efpecially 
with Regard to the Provocation of the Men- 
firua; yet if this does not happen, that kind 
of Bleeding may have the worft of Confe- 
quences; for thereby the Infarction and Ph/- 
gofis of the Matrix (the Source of all the 
Evil) are augmented: Wherefore I would re- 
| M com- 
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commend to bleed in the Arm alone; only 
when the Menffrua are expected, 

2. May the venereal Aion be permitted 
in this Diforder? Some are for it, others againft 
it, The Argument of the Soiener 1s, that 
hereby the acrid and corrofive Humoiirs are 
plentifully evacuated. Thofe of the adverfe 
Party fay, that it invites too much Blood to 
the Uterus; whence the Phlogofis is augment- 
ed. Moreover, that one Man alone cannot 
content the Patient; and is alfo in Danger ; 
becaufe fhe will hardly guit him, without ise 
lence, when once he embraces her, 

As for my part, I would not only permit, 
but alfo recommend this AGion, when it can 
be legitimately procured ; if the Patient has on- 
_ ly a Delirium Melancholicum, and can full bri- 
dle, fomewhat, her Paffions: Nay, I alfo re- 
commend it-in the Intermiflions or Intervals 
of a Delirium Maniacum: For I have feen a 
Woman of fome Confequence, who, even in 
the Heat of her Fits ran to the Guard-houfe, 
where fhe remained among the Soldiers till 
her Appetite was blunted, returning home per- 
feGtly rid of her Diforder. 

If the venereal A€tton cannot be lawfully 
procured, may Pollution be ufeful or permit- 
ted ? ‘Though Cafuifts forbid this Pra¢tice, Wo- 
men commonly prevent them. ‘Ass to its Uti- 
lity, I never found it to do any Service; fo it 
may be efteemed as a doubtful and fufpected 
Remedy; though you cannot hinder the Pa- 
tients of having conftantly their Hands in the 

Vulva. 
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Vulva. Vain are to forbid abfolutely all ob- 
fcene Hiftories, Difcourfes; ‘and the like; for 
they invigorate the Patient's Imagination, and 
put her Parts of ates: into a greater 
Heat, 

4. It may be demanded shethér the Pa- 
tient fhould be whipped, ot otherwife check- 
ed and reproved? If fhe has ftill any Govern- 
ment over herfelf, and has but a Delirium Me- 
lancholicum, it will do better to frighten her 
with a fevefe’ and grave ‘Fone, making fome 
Remonftrances of her Folly to her. But if it 
be a Delirium Maniacum, fhe: will no longer 
liften to~Reafon,; therefore fhe fhould- be 
whipped. 

5. What do we think of the four principal 

Specifics employed frequently in this Difor- 
der, viz. Fol. Asn. Caft. or Viticts, Fol, & 
Rad. Cricut. Sal. isariarh, & Campbhor. 
~The Agnus Caftus or Vitex, I've fometimes 
ufed, to no’ great Purpofe, in Prifans or De- 
coctions, 
‘The pretended cooling Quality of the Cam- 
phora, which fome celebrate for an Antive- 
nereal fpecific, is chimerical; nor do I know 
any Remedy whofe Virtues are lefs known; 
wherefore I rarely ufe it: Yet I'am inclined to 
think that it heats rather than cools. ~~. 

It is known‘'to all the World, that the Cicuta 
or Hemlock-is poifonous, and that Numbers 
have been loft'thereby ; asWepferus, and others 
one us} wherefore it fhould not be ufed, at 

leat 
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leat internally; but it may be moderately em- 
ployed in Injections. 

Moft Authors affirm likewife, that the Sa/. 
Saturn. is poifonous, and not to be ufed, but 
in Injeétions. So you are to infift rather on 
the Remedies we have before given for. the 
Cure of this Diforder. 


CuHuap. XIII. 
Of the Inflammation of the Uterus. 


HERE are, four effential ‘Tumours of 

the Uterus, of which moft Authors fup- 
prefs two, 1. The Eryfipelas; which they 
confound with the Infammation of that Or- 
gan, thro’ the Difficulty they meet in diftin- 
guifhing both. 2. The Oedema of the Ute- 
rus; which is as real as any other of its Tu- 
mours: For nothing 1s more certain than that 
it gives Room to the Fluor Lymphaticus above 
explained; hence it needs no particular Chap- 
ter, As to the Eryfpelas, it belongs to the 
Treatife of cutaneous Diforders.. So two. only | 
of the eflential Tumours remain, which are pe- 
culiar to this Treatife, wiz. the Scirrhus and 
Inflammation of the Uterus.. Of the latter I 
intend to treat in this Chapter; becaufe it fre- 
quently gives Room not only to a Scirrbus, ‘i 
na alfa 
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alfo to an Abfcefs, Ulcer, or Cancer ofthe Ma- 
trix; of which I'll fpeak, each in its Place. 

Inflammation in general is defined, a pre- 
ternatural Elevation of any Part, with Pain, — 
Heat, Rednefs and Tenfion. Thefe are fenfi- 
ble to the Touch, &c, in the Inflammation of 
the Uterus, 


CAUSES. 


_ This Diforder has three Caufes, or rather 
Degrees, 1. The Stagnation of the Blood in 
the capillary Veins or Arteries’; and is called a 
fimple Phlogofs,. 2, The Blood thus ftagnant, 
frequently forces itfelf into the collateral Lym- 
‘phatics: This Degree 1s more intenfe than 
the former, 3. The Blood collected in the 
Lymphatics may rupture or burft the fame; 
whence an Extravafation of the Blood’ in- 
to the Interftices of the Parts will happen. 
Thefe preliminary Ideas are neceflary for un- 
derftanding the Theory of this Inflammation. 

The antecedent Caufes of the aboye three 
Kinds sor Degrees of Inflammation, which 
we may alfo call the Succours or Auxiliaries of 
the faid Caufes, are univerfal, or particular 
and local. Of the firft Clafs are, 1. An univerfal 
Plethora: For too much Blood renders a Wo- 
man the more fubject to this Evil. 2. A bilious 
er hot Temperament; which di{fpofes a Per- 
fon more to this Evil, than a cold or phleg= 
matic one. 3. The internal Ufe of Cantha- 
rides, 4, The Quality of the Seafon, Thus the 

pre 


72 OF THE DIGEAVE S 


prefent Evil is more frequent in Summer, than 
in the other Seafons. 5. Violent Paffions of 
the Mind, particularly Anger, concur very much 
to its Production. 

The particular Caufes of "the Inflammation 
of the Uterus, which we may alfo call local, 
are, 1. Its over foft and f{pongy ‘Texture. 
Thus we fee the Lungs very fubject to Inflam- 
mation, through this Vice ; for thereby it eafily 
yields to the agitated Blood. 2. Various Tu- 
mours, or other Impediments, in the Subftance 
of the Matrix, as Obftrudtions, Ganglions, 
&c. 3. The various Difpofition of its Veins. 
4. The Weaknefs of the uterine Veffels in any 
particular Part thereof, from Ulcers, Excoria- 
tion, Erofion, &c, Thefe confequently will the 
lefs refift the impelled Blood, for want of be- 
ing duly fuftained, 

To explain the general Difpofitions of the 
whole Body, or the particular Caufes of In- 
flammation, will not be enough, if we do not 
alfo demonftrate what puts thefe Caufes in 
Action; and how the Inflammation is deter- 
mined to the Uferws. The Explication of thefe 
Difficulties depends on two general Heads, 
1. That the Blood, in order to produce this 
Inflammation, is propelled i in a more than or- 
dinary Quantity to the Uterus, though it be 
returned by the Veins in the. natural Quantity. 
2. Or that it is received by the Veins in a 
fmaller Quantity than ufual, though we fup- 
pofe no preternatural Afllux thereof, to that 
Organ: Or finally, both thefe may combined, 
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‘viz. the Afflux of Blood may be greater, and 
its Reduction lefs than in the natural State. 

_ 1, Reafon and Experience convince us, that 
the Blood is derived more abundantly’ than 
ufual to the Userus, if the neighbouring 4r- 
feries are obf{tructed. ‘Thus, how often do we 
fee Inflammations of the Uterus {pring from 
the like Affections of the Bladder, Reéfum, 
and Hemorrhoids, &e. 

The next Caufe of this redundant Affux 
may be the violent Contractions of the Dia- 
phragm; whereby the Contents of the lower 
Aorta are more forcibly thed into the Matrix, 
The Diaphragm is follicited to thefe Actions 
by violent Emetics, Sternutatories, draftic Pur- 
gatives, by the frequent and {trong Efforts the 
Patient makes in going to ftool, hard Cough- 
ing, asin Rheums of the Breaft, Gc, But we 
are to prefuppofe the local Difpofitions above 
explained, that thefe Caufes may produce the 
Inflammation of the Userus. 

2. The Blood is brought back by the Veins 
in too fmall a Quantity, when the uterine 
Vefiels are ftrangled or comprefied, as, 1. When 
the Menfirua, atually flowing, are fuddenly fup- 
pteffed, by the various caufes before mentioned. 
2. By the repeated convulfive Contractions of 
the Uferus in the venereal ACtion, too frequently 
ufed. 3. From the Irritation of the interiour 
‘Surface of the Matrix, by acrid or cauftic In- 
jeCtions, irritating Peflaries, Gc. by the Cor- 
ruption of theAfter-birth; or by all that wound 
or contufe it, as the Nails of the Midwife, in 

2 the 
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the Extraction of the Fetus, &c. Thus far of 
the Caufes which ftrangle the Veffels; now of 
thefe which comprefs the Veins. Such are 
various Tumours and Ganglions of the Urerzs, 
or the Obftru€tions of its lymphatic Glands ; 
though this laft Caufe doth a& fo flowly, 
that it gives Room to Scirrhs, Cancers, &c. of 
the Matrix, rather than to its Infammation. 


DIFFERENCES. 


Thefe are reduced to three Claffes; the firft 
comprehends the various Extent or Seat of the 
Inflammation ; the fecond, its Degrees; the 
third, its Nature. wirge 

1. This Inflammation occupies fometimes 
one Part, fometimes another, of the Urerus, 
as the anteriour, pofteriour, fund or lateral 
Parts, and fometimes the whole Matrix, 

2. As to the Degree of Inflammation, it 
may be only a fimple Phlogofis, a Phlegmon or 
Iuflammatio per Irruptionem, or Extravafa- 
tionem. 

3. Its Differences are borrowed from the 
Nature or Quality of the Inflammation, which 
may be phlegmonous, eryfipelatous, cedema- 
tous, or fcirrhous. The firft is learned from 
the Greatnels of the Tumour, Pain, Heatand — 
Rednefs, which laft vanifhes by Comprefiion ; 
but foon after returns. The Impreffion of the 
Tact remains a long Time in the Oedema: 
The Eryfipelas caufes no fenfible Tumour ; 

but 
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but the Heat, Pain, €&c. are very inten: 
The {cirrhous Inflammation is incompreflible. 


SyMPTOMS., 


"Fhe principal Accidents of this Inflamma- 
tion, are, 

I. Tuan? Pain, Heat and Tenfion Ri 
the hypogaftric Region, or in the Seat of the 

Uterus. 
2. Rednefs of the Os Uferz, and preterna- 
tural Heat of the Vagina; whofe Reafons are 
manifeft. 

3. Sometimes a Dy/uria or Heat of Urine ; 
if the anterior and lower Part of the Matrix 
be affected ; or a TDenefmus, if its pofteriour 
Part; all which are owing to the Philogofis of 
thefe Parts, from the Heat, &c. of the Ma- 
fTix. ) 

4. Frequent Syncopes and Cardialgia; by 
Sympathy, and the Reflux of the Spirits into 
the Stomach and Heart, — 

5. Febris Ardens, if the Inflammation be 
moderate; or Lipyria, if violent. The Pulfe 
is very ftrong in the former, with a generat 
Heat ; in the laft it is imperceptible, and the 
Extremities are cold, as we explained in treat- 
ing of Fevers, This Fever may proceed from 
the Inflammation, and is then {ymptomatic; or 
it may be congenite, or produced by the fame 
Caufe. It intermits fometimes, if the Crudi- 
ties of the Prime Vie concur to its Produ- 
étion, 

6. Delirium 
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-6. Delirium and Frenzy, with a dry and- 
black Tongue; thefe are commonly the 
Confequences of the Fever and Heat, with 
the Rarefaction and Determination of the 
Blood to the Head. 

7. Pain in the Groins and Loins, from the 
Diftraction of the Ligaments of the Matrix, 

8. The Breafts {well in the fame Propor- 
tion with the inflamed U‘serus. 


DIAGNOSTICS. 


Though the Diagnoftic Signs are very ne- 
ceflary in this Diforder, yet they are difficult 
to be known; fo we are to weigh the Circum- 
ftances in order to difcover them. 

1. The Inflammation is learned from the 
Tenfion, Pain and Heat in the hypogaftric 
Region; which are augmented by the Tact. 

2. The Seat of the Diforder fhould be dif- 
covered; that it be not confounded with the 
Inflammation of the Bladder or Reétum. 
From thefe you diftinguifh it, in general, by . 
the Place to which the Pain is referred; for 
it is more fuperficial in the Inflammation of 
the Bladder, as if it were in the Integuments; 
but very profound, as if about the Os Sacrum, 
in that of the Rectum: ‘The Pain of the U- 
ferus is feated in the Middle. Moreover, you 
difcover a violent Heat in the Vagina, which 
is uncommon in both the foregoing Cafes; to 
thefe add the extraordinary Heat and Reten- 

tion of a if the Bladder be affeCted, and 
| Tencfinus, 
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Tenefmus, if the Rectum. But fome will ob- 
je&t that the fame Accidents are obfervable 
when the anterior or pofterior Part of the U- 
terus are affected, ThisI own; but they are 
not fo intenfe in this Cafe, as in the former. 
Moreover, if the Bladder be inflamed, the 
Pain is precifely about the Offa Pudis, and 
the Inflammation of the Reéfum is frequently 
communicated tothe Fundament. If all this 
is infufficient to help you in the propos’d Di- 
ftinétion, you are to have Recourfe to Phy- 
fiology, and inform yourfelf of the refpective 
Functions of the Parts in Queftion, and you 
will thereby be guided to difcover their parti- 
cular Lefions, Whether the Inflammation be 
particular or univerfal, you may learn from 
the Extent and Seat of the Pain. If the an- 
terior Part of the Matrix be affected, the Pain 
lies about the Offa Pudbis and Vagina; if its 
Fundus, the Pain is referred to the Navel; if 
its pofterior Parts, the Patient complains of Pain 
at the Os Sacrum; if the Sides of the Matrix 
be inflamed, the Pain is referred to one or 
both the Loins, &c. for we difcover the Seat 
of the Inflammation here, juft as we do by 
the Relation of the Pain in a Peripneumony, 
&c. If all the mentioned Parts be inflamed at 
the fame Time, the Pain is alfo univerfal. 

3. The Nature or Quality of the Inflamma- 
tion fhould be difcovered, as whether it be phleg- 
monous, erefypelatous, cedematous or {cirrhous. 
The Diagnoftics of this Clafs are purely ra- 

. N | tional; 
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tional; yet they may be learned’by the Naturé 
of the Symptoms, Thusif it be phlegmonous, 

the Fumour, Tenfion, Pain and Heat are very 
confiderable, the Fever is acute, and is fome- 
times a Febr7s Lipyria.. But if the Elevation 
in the Hypogafrium, be very fimall, the Pain 
and Heat exceffive,; with a Febris. Lipyria, 
the Inflammation is eryfipelatous, If the Tu- 
mour be large and fomewhat indolent, or at- 
tended, with, moderate, Pain, Heat and Fever. 
it is probable that the Tumour. is, cedematous, 
When, you difcover that the,Fumour is hard 
and. renitent, and that the Fever,, Heat and 
Pain are not very exquifite, you ,may con- 
clude. thatthe Inflammation is{cirrhous. Thus 
by Attention you come to the Knowledge of 
the different Nature, and Qualities of the In- 
flammation. 

4. You, have no,other, Means to. difcover the 
Caufes, but very uncertain Conjectures; fo you! 
are to depend on your.Reafon, the Knowledge 
of the: Diforder, and. the different Citcum- 
ftances,in this. Search.) Thus, if the, Patient. 
be of a bilious, hotand plethoric:Conftitution, 
you may. conclude that thofe Difpofitions have 
given. Room to the, Diforder, , If.by the Ta& 
or other. Inftances, you difcover. a Sczrrbus, 
Ganglion, or other Tumougs of the Urerus, 
the Inflammation has probably, {prung from 
thence. If. you learn that the Patient had an) 
Ulcer. or Excoriation of the Uterus, by the 
various Humours, Se, excerned from that Or- . 

gan 
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gan, or if the Affiftants or Patient tell you 
that her Men/?rua were fuddenly fuppreffed, that 
fhe had lately a difficult Delivery, that her Ure- 
rus {uffered by the Extraction of the Placenta, 
or that Part thereof {till remains, with feveral 
other Circumftances of that Kind; you may 
reafonably conclude that fuch were the Source 
of the Evil. Moreover, by difcovering the 
four-fold Quality of the Inflammation, as a- 
bove, you acquire ftill more Light. After all, 
tho’ you do not difcover the Canfe, the Confe- 
quence is not fo great, feeing the Cure is the 
fame, let the Caufe be what it will. 


PrROGNOSTICS, 


Thefe Signs turn upon three principal Ar- 
ticles; 1. The Inflammation in General. 2. On 
its Differences or Species, 3. On its various 
‘Terminations, | 

1. We are to confider, that this is an In- 
flammation of an internal Part or Vi/cus, 
which has commonly very bad Confequences, 
Nor is any other Inflammation in the human 
Body fo dangerous, but that of the Stomach 
ot Inteftines: Nay, it is hardly paralleled, but 
by the former alone. ‘Therefore, as more die 
than recover from it, we may conclude in 
general that'it is mortal. 

2. The Prognoftics, vary according to the 
Differences of this Inflammation. ‘Thus, if 
it be mild and incipient, there is fome Hopes 
of Recovery, but little or none if: it be con- 

| N 2 firmed. 
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firmed. If only a fmall Part of the Uferus is 
affected, the Danger is not fo confiderable as 
when the whole is inflamed. If the Symptoms 
be very violent, as Syncope, Agitation, con- 
ftant Pain, Infomuies, Delirium, &c. the Dan- 
ger is much more confiderable, than when 
few or none of thefe Accidents appear. ‘The 
Nature of the Fever alfo changes the Progno-. 
ftic; for a Hebris Lipyria is more to be ap- 
prehended (nay, you may give up the Patient 
as loft) than a fimple or ardent Fever. Fi- 
- nally, the Danger is various, according to the 
Nature of the Inflammation. ‘Thus an eryfi- 
pelatous Inflammation is more dangerous than 
a phlegmonous one: This than the cedema- 
tous; in as much as the Quantity of Serum 
which attends it, contributes to relax the over 
diftended Fibres: Yet this 1s fill worfe than. 
the fcirrhous Inflammation, which may be 
ranked among the chronic Diforders; confe- 
quently, will not fo {peedily deprive the Pa- 
tient of her Life, as all the former kinds do. 
T content myfelf with the Prognoftics of the 
above Kinds, thinking it is as ufelefs as diffi- 
cult, to enter upon the Prognoftics of the 
individual Differences: I come now to thofe 
of the third Article, or of the varicofe, 

3. Terminations of this Evil. Thefe are 
Refolution, Suppuration, Gangrene, and Indu- 
ration or Sczrrbus, : 

Refolution is the happieft Termination. It 
happens in the Inflammation per /lagnationem 
& irruptionem, rarely in that per extravafa- 
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tionem, Yet we fometimes obferve anEcchymo/fs, 
wherein there isan Extravafation, to be refolved, 
But this is rare; and the moft favourable Ter- 
mination we can expect thereof is Suppuration., 
As to Refolution, when it approaches about 
the oth or roth Day, the Accidents gradually 
diminifh in the fame Proportion, till they in- 
tirely ceafe without any Relapfe. This is what 
we may call the abfolute Cure of the Evil. 

Suppuration and its Confequences, as Ab- 
fcefs, Ulcer, &c, are the next Termination, 
which in fome Refpects we may efteem fa- 
vourable, efpecially when the Pus has a free 
Exit, as it has commonly here. This, I fay, 
when Refolution js not expected, begins to 
difcover itfelf about the gth or 10th Day, by 
the Ceffation of moft of the inflammatory 
Symptoms, which ftill return about the 12th 
Day, with a fhooting Pain in the affected 
Part. 

_ AGangrene or Mortification of the Part con- 
fifts in the intire Ceffation of the Ofcillations 
of the Solids; which happens about the 4th 
or 5th Day, fooner or later, according to the 
Intenfity of the Inflammation; and Diftraction 
of the Fibres. Reafon and Experience teach 
us, that the Sufpenfion of the Motion of our 
Solids, only for a Minute, brings fudden 
death ; fo what happens in the whole, does 
alfo in a Part thereof. This Termination is 
difcovered by the weak, languifhing and in- 
termitting Pulfe, by the fudden and entire Cef- 
fation of all the Symptoms of Inflammation, 

N 3 Tenfion 
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Tenfion or Pain in the Uterus, the Extremities: 


begin to grow cold, Syncope, Ge. facceed. 
Induration is denoted, if this fatal Term has 


palt, as alfo that of Refoluvion and Suppura- 


tion, with their refpective Signs, and that you 
find a permanent Renitency or Hardnefs, dull 
or gravative Pain or Heavinefs in the Region 
of the Uterus, which commonly begins to 
difcover itfelf pretty fenfibly about the 22d Day, 
at which Time, 1f you meet with the above 
Signs, you may conclude there is a Scirrbus 
formed in the Userus. 


POUR E, 


The Indications manifeftly appear from the 


preceding Theory. The principal and moft cu- 
rative Indications are, 1. To put a Stop to the 
growing Inflammation, and to diminifh the 
formed Infar€tion. 2. The next is to relax 
the diftended Fibres, that, by their yielding to 


the Impetus of the Fluids, the Pain may be 
diminifhed, and the WB LAOR of the Solids 


preferved. For when the Solids yield no more, 
they are in a kind of Aguclibrium with the 
' Fluids; whence Motion is fufpended, and 
a Gangrene induced. 

3. The Violence of the Symptoms is to be 


checked, This is principally done by dimi-: 
nifhing and appeafing the Pains; For from’ 


Pain commonly ‘fpring the Febris Lipyria, 
Gangrene, @c. fo by leflening or removing 
the former, the latter will be in like Manner, 

| The 
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‘The firft Indication is fulfilled by one only 
Remedy, viz. Bleeding; for hereby is diminifh- ° 
ed the Quantity of Blood and animal Spirits ; 
and confequently the contractive Force of the 
Heart and Arteries, as alfo the Velocity of the 
Circulation; fo the Mafs and Velocity of the 
Blood being reduced, its Impetus is proportional- 
ly. Moreover, the Column of the Blood in the . 
Veins being diminifhed, the obftructed Capil- 
laries thereby difcharge more freely their Con- 
tents into the venal Trunks. All this fhould 
fufficiently encourage the Phyfician to bleed 
plentifully the firft and fecond Day, nay every 
fourth Hour, or five Times a Day. For all 
Modern Phyficians agree in this Practice. 
Some of the Antients, particularly Galen, 
ordered thefe Bleedings to be inftituted in the 
Foot; but all the Moderns choofe rather the 
Arm, But you'll object, If the Menffrua 
begin to appear, is not Ga/en’s Method prefer- 
able? I own this Queftion is very intricate 
and difficultly folved. Yet to determine the 
Matter, you muft weigh whether there is more 
to be expected from the Derivation of the 
Blood to the Uterus, itt order to the menftrual 
Evacuation, or from its Revulfion to the Arm, 
€&ce, inorder to diminith the InfarG@ion: This 
I leave to your Judgment, and the Circumftances 
of your Patient. It is certain, that if many 
Drops of pure Blood run by the Vagzna, you 
may venture one Bleeding in the Foot, but 
the next in the Arm, efpecially if the firft 
does not fucceed. Nor fhould a few Drops 
| N 4 , of 
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of a Mixture of Blood and Lymph determine 
. you to this Prefcription. After all, the moft 
common and fafe Practice in general, is to 
bleed always in the Arm. Ifthe Patient has a 
Febris Lipyria, {mall Pulfe, Coldnefs of the Ex- 
tremities, Gc. which are not fo frequent here as 
in the Inflammation of the Stomach; yet inthe 
one as well as the other, you are to bleed plenti- 
fully. Nor fhould the Affiftants, or Appearances 
of the Difeafe, deter you from this practice ; 
for hereby the Patient’s forces, which were be- 
fore abforbed, and as it were fmothered, are 
now revived, and the Pulfe invigorated, If 
you are any way fhocked at the Confequences 
of fuch Bleeding, you may order a gentle Cor- 
dial, as will be hereafter prefcribed, to be 
taken immediately after the Venefection. As 
to the Ligatures of the fuperior Extremities, 
or the Cupping Glafles applied to the Patient’s 
Thighs, fo much recommended by the An- 
tients, they are no longer in Ufe, and they 
are not only of no Service, but rather preju- 
judicial. 

Second Indication. ‘This confifts in relax- 
ing the Fibres of the Uterus; wherefore the 
Patient fhould drink very plentifully, or as 
fome recommend every Quarter of an Hour 
of the following Ptifan, Gc. ex Rad. Malv. 
Alth. Pariet. with a little of Rad Nymphea, 
or what is more common 4. Pu//. or as fome 
recommend, a Lemonade. I have frequently 
fucceeded in this Intention, with O/. Amygd. 
dulce, or equal Parts of this and the Syr. ith, 
Befides thefe Remedies taken by the Mouth, 

topick 
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topick Remedies are alfo very ufeful, asClyfters, 
which relax the Reéfum, and ferve as a kind 
of Bath for the Uterus; but they fhould not 
be too large, for fear they may over diftend 
the Recfum, and comprefs the Matrix. They 
are made of the Decoétion of Flor. Solan, 
Capit. Papav. Alb. Verbafc. Branc. Urfin, 
Viol. to every Clyfter of this Decodtion 
you add an Ounce of the Oil of fweet Al- 
monds, Thefe Clyfters are alfo made of 
Aq. Pul. emulfionat, or the fame Water with 
Syr. Pap. Alb. | 

Next to Clyfters in order, are InjeCtions 
made into the Vagina. 'They are compofed 
of the preceding Liquors intended for theCly- 
fters, or of Ser. Lact. Afinin. cum Pauxill. Croc. 
orient. et + gr. vel gr.j, Opiz, Fomentations of 
the abovefaid emollient Decoétions are like- 
wife ufeful; as are alfo emollient Cataplafms, 
to which you add Succ. Hyofciam. Solan. Se. 
Thus far of the Remedies of the fecond Indi- 
cation, which relax the affected Part and pre- 
vent Gangrene. Now to thefe of the 

Third Indication, or fuch as calm the Pain: 
Thefe are Anodynes and Narcotics, which 
fhould be prefcribed from the very Beginning 
of the Diforder. The anodyneRemedies we have 
partly mentioned in {peaking of the Emollients 
&c. abovefaid, The Narcotics on which we 
are to depend moft are the following, which 
are digefted in fuch Order as to begin with the 
mildeft, ftill afcending gradually to the moft 
powerful, as Occafion will require. For you. 
are always to begin with the moft gentle, and 

that 
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that ina fmall Dofe; becaufe you are to order 
a fmall Quantity of your Narcotics in every 
Prefcription, asin your Injections, Clyfters, E- 
mulfions, &c, The Narcotics area fimple De- 
cottion of Cap. Papav. Alb. Syr. Diacod. vel 
Papav. ejufd.. ad vj. Laudan.-+ gr. aut 
Linc. Anodyn.ad Gutt. xxv. This is the moft 
common Dofe of thefe Drops: Yet it varies 
confiderably according to the Quantity of Spi- 
rit of Wine which enters their Compofition, 
this being arbitrary. Pz//. Cymoglo/s. a iij. ad 
vj. gv. But this is too ftrong a Narcotic; there- 
fore you fhould have Recourfe very rarely to it. 
We now come to fome important Reflecti- 
ens which regard the Cure of this Inflamma- 
tron, 
-y. The Patient is to be fparingly nourithed, 
nay to be confined to pullet Water, permit- 
ting rarely richer Broths, and when {uch are 
neceflary, let them be made of Veal; which, 
as well as the Pullet Water may be emulfioned 
with the 4 Sem. Frigid. contufed, on which 
-you pour the faid Broths, or you boil the Seeds 
therein. 

2. A free Difcharge of the Urine muft be always | 
procured, which is fomewhat difficult in this 
‘Diforder, the Vefica and its Sphinéfer being af-— 
feted’ with a kind of Phlogofis; wherefore 
befides the Remedies before-mentioned, let the 
Patient’s Ptifan be charged with Sa/, Prunel. 
ot Nitr. Purific. to Zff in each Pint. 

3. That the Phyfician may not be efteem- 
ed difobliging, whilft the Affiftants Bea 
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the Patient to be extremely Weak, for the 
Reafons before mentioned, he is to permit 
fome mild Cordial in a very fmall Dofe, com- 
bined particularly with the Narcotics. ‘The 
following is to this Purpofe. 


k. Aq. diftillat. Card. Benedi, Ulmar. vel 
Scabiof. ex duab. tantum Zi}. Confcé#. 
Hyacinth.aut Alkerm.4y.Aq. Flor. durant, 
3}. Lil. Paracel. gutt. xxv. f. Pot. 


As the Lilium is very ftrong, it may be very 
often left out, or given ina {mall Dofe, Thus 
the Patient’s Pulfe is confiderably invigorated. 
But tho’ you permit thefe mild Cordials, you 
_are to prohibit intirely the Ufe of Wine, ‘or 
any other {trong Liquors or Aliments. 

4. After three or four Days thus employed 
in bleeding, diluting, relaxing, &c, you may 
order a gentle Cathartic, which you durft not 
do, during the Violence of the Symptoms and 
Tenfion of the Solids. By this Means the 
flagnant Bile, and Crudities of the Prime Vie, 
are evacuated, the Fever is leffened, and the 
Heat and remaining Orga/mus of the Diforder 
are check’d. This Medicine may be compo- 
fed of the emollient Apozem before mentioned, 
with an Ounce of Manna or Cafia mundata 
or Cafs. dilut. in Ser, Laét. ad jf. 
| 5. About the fifth, feventh or eighth Day, 

according as the Violence of the Diforder be- 
gins to decline, you are to employ your In- 

jetions forthe Vagina, which are to bea little 
+ ig more 
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more difcutient than the Injections mentioned — 
in the Cure. They are made of the Deco- 
ction of Artemis. Matricar,cumFlor.Chamemel. 
vel Mehlot. But in the Ufe of thefe, and more 
particularly of the former Injections, whilft the 
Parts are very painful and violently diftended, 
you are to obferve that they muft be very gently © 
conveyed into the Vagina, for fear they may 
otherwife augment the Pain, &c, 


CHAP. ATV. 
Of the Abicels of the Uterus. 


F the Refolution of this Inflammation does’ 
not fucceed by the Remedies hitherto pro- | 
pofed, and that after a little Remiffion of the 
Symptoms, they foon after return, the fecond 
Termination of this Diforder, viz. Suppura- 
tion, will probably happen ; whence the Ab- 
fcefs will be formed. . 

An Abfcefs in General is defined a Colle- 
étion of Pus without Iffue; this is applicable to 
the uterine Abfcefs; nor am I of Opinion that 
a Collection of Pusin the Cavity of the Uterus, 
may properly be called an Abfcefs; becaufe it 
has a natural and free paflage by the Os Userz 
and Vagina. 

Caufes of the uterine Abfcefs may be three. 
1, A Pblegmon or genuine Inflammation. 2. 


Suppurated Tubercles. 3. Incyfted. Tumours 
of - 
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of that Organ, viz. Meliceris, Steatoma and 
Atheroma, whence {pring Phlegmonous, Tu- 
berculous and Steatomatous Abfcefles of the 
Uterus. The Theory of the firft is manifeft 
from what we.have hitherto faid of Inflam- 
mation, particularly that per Extrava/ati- 
onem, which commonly {fuppurates thro’ the 
Attenuation of the ftagnant Blood, and the rup- 
tured or contufed Capillaries, which are blended 
together, with the Diffipation of what is moft 
fluid, nothing remaining of the Blood but its 
fibrous Part. Thus is formed the Pus, which 
differs from the gelatinous Part of the Blood, 
In its more intenfe Whitenefs, and that it is 
not fo fubje& to coagulate. 
The fecond Species of Abfcefs, or the Tu- 
berculous one, f{prings from the Scirrhous Ob- ~ 
{truction of fome Lymphatic Glands or Veffels 
in the Uterus, whofe Inflammation and Sup- 
puration is provoked by Blows, Falls or Con- 
tufions on the Region of that Organ, as alfo 
by many and laborious Births. Their Contents 
are commonly more fluid in the Center than 
in the Circumference, the Suppuration fre- 
quently beginning there, as the Matter 1s fitter 
for Motion, The Pain and Tenfion are here 
_ always proportional to the Extenfion of the 
Tumour, which is feldom great. | 
As to the incyfted Abfcefs, its Theory wou’d 
not only lead us too far, but alfo from our 
Subje@t; feeing the Me/zceris, Steatoma and A- 
theroma properly belong to the Treatife of 
Tumours; fo it is fufficient for our prefent Pur- 
| pofe 
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pofe to know that there may be formed three 
kinds of Abfcefs in the Uterus, of which before. 
Neverthelefs you may remark of the incyfted 
Tumours in General, that they commonly 
take their Rife from the Spiffitude of the 
Lymph induced by a venereal, fcorbutic, or 
more frequently by a Scrophulous Virus ; tho’ 
we obferve it fometimes to proceed likewife 
from the ordinary Caufes of Spiffitude without 
any particular Virus. : 


‘DIFFERENCES, 


The Abfceffes of the Matrix differ,.1. With 
Regard to their Caufes, which, may be Phleg-- 
‘monous, Tuberculous or Steatomatous, as 
before. 2. Theyare diftinguifhed into incipient. 
and. confirm’d, or bjceffus Fiens © Faétus, . 
The Symptoms, of both differ confiderably. 
3. They vary with Regard to the Place they 
occupy, as the-anterior, pofterior, or lateral 
Parts, of the Uterus, its Fundus, Neck, &c. 
4.. They are divided into large and fmall: The - 
Phlegmonous. Abfcefs is cammonly the lare-_ 
eft, the Tuberculous fmaller, the incyfted or’, 
Steatomatous Abfcefs is the leaft ofall. 5. Thefe 
Abfcefies vary according to the Variety of their . 
Iffue; for fome open into the Uterus, fome™ 
into the Vagina, Reéfum, Bladder, Groin, 
Abdomen, &c. .They moft frequently open . 
into the Uterus or Vagina, meeting lefs Re- 
fiftance that Way than by any other, thro’ the 
Weaknefs of the inner Coat of the Matrix, 
if 
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if the Abfcefs be near it; whilft the Refiftance 
of:the other Tunics, and the Compreflion of 
the ambient Parts, hinder its Eruption fre- 

~ quently by any other Paflages. Moreover the 
inner Tunic has fuch a Number of Blood Vef- 
fels on its convex Surface, or betwixt itfelf 
and the mufcular Coat of the Uterus, that it 
gives room to this Inflammation oftner than to 
any. of the reft. Ifthe Abfcefs burfts into’ the 
Bladder, the Pus is carried off by Urine; if 
into the Rectum, it is difcharged along with 
the Feces. As to the Abdomen it rarely pafies 
that Way; but when it does it is mortal. 


SYMPTOMS. 


_ The Accidents of the incipient Abfcefs are 
much the fame with thefe of Inflammation, 
viz. Pain, Heat, Tenfion, Fever, &c. which 
intermit for fome Time, then appear when 
Suppuration begins, as Hzppocrates fays, Omnia 
recrudefcunt dum fit Pus, 'Thefe are very fen- 
fible in the phlegmonous Abfcefs; lefs in the 
Steatomatous; but almoft infenfible in the tu- 
berculous ones, through their Smallnefs. 

The Abfcefs being once formed, all the 
Symptoms of Inflammation vanifh, or are at 

- leaft confiderably leflened; becaufe ‘the Circu- 
lation in the adjacent Vettes, by the Redu- 
ction of the Tumour, is become eafier, the 
Tenfion is quite over, as alfo the Fever, only 
a flow one, which fometimes doth recur in 
the Afternoon, with cold Fits and. Redouble- 
ments, 
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ments, terminated by a general Moifture or 
Sweat. But thefe Fits, Coldnefs of the Extre- 
mities, flow Fever and Mara/mus, gradually 
augment and become more fenfible. The Sweat 
becomes really colliquative: All which are 
owing to the Pus which 1s daily abforbed into 
_ the Blood, as the Nature of the Symptoms and 
the white or purulent Sediment of the Patient’s 
Urine manifeftly demonftrate. 


DIAGNOSTICS. 


Thefe Signs comprehend four Articles, 1. The 
Exiftence of the Abfcefs, which we learn’ by 
the Concurrence of the Symptoms aforefaid, 
as Tenfion, Pain, Heat, Fever, redoubling 
at Length by Night, cold Fits, Sweat, &c, 
2. Weare to diftinguith the Species of the Dif- 
order ; as whether it be phlegmonous, tuber- 
culous, or fteatomatous. The firft is known 
by the Senfibility of the preceding Inflamma- 
tion of the Uterus and its Accidents, which 
was not difperfed. If no fuch preceded, and 
that the Patient was fubject to various Obftru- 
étions, as well of the reft of the Glands of 
the Body, as of the Uferus; that fhe was af- 
flicted with a Fluor Albus, particularly of the 
lymphatic Kind, we have Reafon to fufped& 
the Abfcefs to be tuberculous, If we meet 
none of thefe Signs, and that the Tumour is 
foft and indolent, it is probably a fteatoma- 
tous Abfcefs. Though the two laft are real 
and confirmed, by repeated Obfervations; sai 

they 


OF WOMEN. 193 
they are not fo frequent asthe former. 3. We 
fhould learn the Seat of the Abfcefs. This we 
do partly by the Taét, if the Abfcefs be in the 
laéteal Parts of the Uterus; or by viewing the 
Excrements and Urine, or rather by obferving 
if the Patient fuffers when fhe goes to ftool, 
er in Midturition. If the former, the Abfcefs is 
in the pofterior. Part ‘of the Uterus, near the 
Rectum. Wf the latter, it 1s in the anterior Part 
near the Bladder. 4. The Extenfion of the 
Abfcefs fhould be known. This we learn very 
near the Matter, from the Extent of Pain; 
though the Pain and Tenfion are commonly 
more extenfive than the enfuing Abfcefs, as is 
manifeft, | 


ProGNosTICcs . 


All Abfceffes in general are very troublefome, 
and fometimes dangerous, particularly thofe of 
an internal confiderable Vz/cuws, fuch as the Ma- 
trix: becaufe it can never be perfectly eva- 
cuated nor deterged; but the Danger varies ac- 
cording to the Iffue of the Pus, If it paffes 
into the Abdomen, it is always mortal; the — 
Confequence is alfo dangerous, if it penetrates 
into the Bladder, Reé?fum, or Groin. Nay, 
though the Paflage by the Uterus and Vagina 
 .is.more wholefome, and though it gives room 
to no Gangrene, yet it creates an Ulcer of the 
Matrix, which is commonly mortal. , 

If the Abfcefs be very large, it threatens 
more than a {mall one; and the more profound 

AL, 
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it is, the greater is the Danger; for, before it 
burfts, the Patient being unable to bear the 
Slownefs of its Rupture, perifhes by the heétic 
Fever, Marafmus, &c. The Phlegmonous 
Abfcefs in general, thro’ its Speedinefs and 
Extenfion, is more dangerous than the Steato- 
matous or Tuberculous; the Fever and other 
Accidents of the two laft being very mild. 
“Moreover, the Steatomatous being fo clofe- 
ly confined by a compact {trong Cyft, it is 
difficultly ruptured, and little Pus enters the 
Blood, which in fome Meafure may be alfo 
faid of the tuberculous Abfcefs;’ but particu- 
larly becaufe of its Smallnefs. Yet it may 
be dangerous another Way,: vzz. by degene- 
rating into a Sczrrhus, ‘or cancerous Ulcer, 


CuRE, ° 


This Treatment comprehends only a few 
Remedies, fome of which are intended for the 
incipient Ab{cefs, others for the confirmed one. 
All the Remedies employed in the Inflamma- 
tion may be alfo in the former, as frequent 
bleeding, Diluents, Clyfters, emollient Inje- 
tions into the Vagina, Cataplafms, Fomenta- 
ctions, Narcotics, &&c. 

As the confirmed Abfcefs cannot be prevent- 
ed or removed by the foregoing Remedies, nor 
by any other I know, we are to leave the 
Work to Nature. If, by examining the Vagina 
and Os Uferz, the Tumour does appear 
that Way, it may be opened with a Lan- 

| cet, 
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cet. This being done, we are to employ 
deterfive InjeGtions, &c. and the Dhiforder 
will be thus cured. But unfortunately the 
Tumour feldom prefents itfelf in the Vagzna, 
or Os Uterz; wherefore we are to attempt its 
Rupture by other Means, as by {neezing, vo- 
miting, coughing, purging, or any other 
Thing that fhocks the Body, and puts the Dia- 
phragm, &c. into violent Contractions. Thefe, 
I own, are fufficient to burft the Abfcefs of the 
Uterus, when feated on or near its internal 
coat; whiulft the Refiftance of the reft hinders 
its Rupture any other Way, for the Reafons 
already given, The Abfcefs thus opened is to 
be treated as an Ulcer, of which immediately. 


Cr HA. Pew eMs 
Of the Ulcer of the Uterus. 


VERY _ Ulcer isa Solution of Continuity 
ls with Effufion of Pus. By this kind of 
Effufion it is diftinguifhed from Wounds, &c.. 

This Ulcer may have its Iffue and Seat in 
the concave Surface of the Matrix, or may 
be more. profoundly lodged, and have other 
various Iffues, as by the Rectum, Vefica, 
Groins, Cavity of the Abdomen, Se. 


Q,*2.-. CAUSES 
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CAUSES. 


Thefe are in general three: 1. An Abfcefs of 
the Uterus. 2, An Erofion of its internal Tunic. 
3. Wounds. The Caufes of an Abfcefs we 
have detailed in the preceding Leffon, wherein 
we remarked three kinds of Abfcefs, viz. phleg- 
monous, tuberculous and fteatomatous, which 
cannot be properly called Ulcers, becaufe they 
do not fuppofe a Solution of Continuity, ’till 
theirContents procure themfelves a fenfibleI fue. 

2. As Erofion and its Caufes are very fre-— 
quent, they merit our Attention the more. This 
happens in the Uferus,. as on the Surface of the 
Body, from the Application of any acrid or 
corrofive Body, as the Lap. infernal, Gc. The 
Caufes of Erofion in the Matrix are many. 
i. An inveterate Fluor Albus, or rather Lym- 
phaticus, whofe Confequence is commonly an 
Ulcer of this Organ; becaufe the incipient or 
recent Fluor Albus fo relaxes the Fibres there- 
of, that the fupervening Acrimony of the 
Humours in the inveterate Fluor eafily cor- 
rodes them, 2. The Corruption of the Fetus 
or Placenta in the Womb. For what is 
more capable of Corrofion, than the Matter 
thence refulting, Yet this Caufe is not very 
frequent. 3. Acrid or cauftic Injections, which 
fome wickedly employ to procure Abortion, 
But as this Caufe is moftly concealed, you'll 
have fome Difficulty to difcover it. 4, The 
frequent Ufe of Cantharides, which I own is 

more 
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more obfervable among Men, as a Stzmulus to 
excite Luft, than among Women, only fuch 
as are barren, whom I found very often to 
take this Drogue, which has much the fame 
Effect in the Uterus, that it produces in the 
Stomach or Kidneys, &c. which it frequently 
corrodes. 5. Corrofive Semen infected with the 
Virus Venereum. For as it produces Bubo’s 
Chancres, &c. in feveral Parts by its Acrimony, 
or as it ulcerates the Vagina, Proflata, &c. 
in a Gonorrhea; fo does it act on the very 
Matrix. 'This Caufe is very frequent. We 
alfo obferve that a {corbutic or ‘fcrophulous 
Virus has the fame Effect, tho’ not fo frequent- 
ly as the former, 6. And laftly, acrimonious 
Menftrua, or the uterine Humor lacteus, may 
give Room to this Erofion. Now. we come 
to the Caufes of the third Clafs or of the 
Wounds of the Uterus. 

3. The Uterus, like all other Parts of the 
Body, is fubject to Wounds, from cutting or pe- 
netrating pointed Inftruments. The motft fre- 
quent Occafion of this kind is obfervable in the 
Ufe of the Hook or Gaff employed by Mid- 
wives in the Extraction ofa dead Fetus. We 
have alfo fome Examples of Ulcers of the 
Uterus in Confequence of its Puncture by a 
long Pin or Needle, in order to kill the Fatus 
and haften Abortion, as fome Women hel- 
be, practife to fave their Reputation. 


Se ira DIiFFE- 
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DIFFERENCES, 


Thefe are principally borrowed from the 
Caufe and Quality: of the Ulcer. 
~'r. With Regard to the Caufe. When the 
Ulcer Springs from an Abfcefs, it may be three- 
fold, vzz. phlegmonous, tuberculous and ftea- 
tomatous. ‘The firft is very large, the two laft 
are {mall and circumfcribed. If it proceeds 
from Erofion, it may have four different De- 
nominations, v7z., verolic, fcorbutic, {crophu- 
Jous, and fimple Ulcer, or that which fprings 
from the ordinary Caufes of Acrimony. Laft- 
ly, it may have its Denomination from the 
inflicted Wound. 

2. The Ulcer may be of feveral kinds, with 
Regard to its Quality, as a fimple, {cirrhous 
or carcinomatous Ulcer; the laft being now 
and then attended with a darting pungent 
Pain. The following Differences are of lefs Im- 
portance; fuch particularly as are derived from 
the Seat of the Ulcer; in the Neck or bottom 
of the Matrix, in its anterior, pcfterior, or la- 
teral Parts; fuch as have their Lffue in the Re- 
élum, Bladder, Groins, tbdomen, €&c. Of 
this Clafs are alfo the Differences of a pro- | 
found and fuperficial Uleer, the one being 
commonly the Effect of Erofion, the other 
of Wounds of the Uterus. This Ulcer is alfo 
diftinguifhed into fiftulous and finuous; with 
a great Number of other minute Differences. 

| SYMP- 
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SYMPTOMS. 


The firft and moft effential Symptom of an 
Ulcer, is, an Efflux of Pus or purulent Matter, 
which infallibly proves the Exiftence of fuch 
a Solution of Continuity. ‘The greater Quan- 
tity of the Matter denotes a profound Ulcer, 
a {maller argues a more fuperficial one, If the 
Pus be blended with Blood or like Sanzes, fe- 
rous and reddifh, it is an Argument that the 
Humour is fo corrofive as to erode the Blood- 
Veffels. 

2. Mortal Hemorrhages frequently fuper- 
vene the Ulcer of the Uterus. This proceeds | 
from the Erofion of fome larger Arteries, or 
fome Effort which the Patient makes, where- 
by the weaken’d and ill fupported Arteries, 
thro’ the Confumption of the ambient Parts, 
are ruptured. Or finally, this exceffive Flux 
may be produced by the Fever and Rare- 
faction of the Blood, which naturally runs 
where it finds lefs Refiftance, or into the 
Uterus. ae oe ; 

3. Slow Fever, gradually augmenting, till it 
becomes very fenfible, particularly in the Af- 
ternoons by Shiverings or Cold-fits, which 
terminate in nocturnal Sweats, Mara/mus and 


- Death. 


O 4 D1Ac- 
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DIAGNOSTICS. 


By the Help of thefe Signs we are to deter- 
mine five Things, 1. Whether there be an 
Ulcer in the Matrix. 2. This being difco- 
vered we are to learn its immediate Caufes, 
3. Its antecedent Caufes, 4. The Seat and 
Extenfion of the Ulcer. 5. Its Quality. 

1. The Exiftence of the Ulcer is learned 
by the Effufion of Pus. For it cannot be con- 
founded with any other Evil, but an invete- 
rate Fluor Albus, whofe Matter fometimes ap- 
proaches to the Nature of Pus, by its Tena- 
city, and grey or whitifh Colour: Juft as the 
lymphatic and purulent Spittles are difficultly 
diftinguifhed in fome Diforders of the Breatt. 
Town this Diftincétion is difficult to all but 
experienced Perfons, who only are capable to - 
diftinguifh thefe Humours by the Tact or 
Sight; juft as experienc’d Gold-fmiths difcover 
pure from fictitious or adulterated Gold. So, 
befides this Rule I know no other to give you, — 
than thatthe Pws isalways more compact and 
fetid, tho’ not fo tenacious as a lymphatic 
humour, which has rarely an Ill-fmell. But the 
fureft Sign of all is the permanent and fixt 
Pain in the Ulcer, which we feldom or never 
obferve in a Fluor Albus. So by combining 
thefe Signs, you diftinguith, this Ulcer from . 
all other Diforders of the Uterus, 

.2. To difcover the immediate Caufe of the 
Ulcer, you are to learn whether it was an Ab- 

{cefs 
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{cefs, Corrofion, or Wound which preceded it. 
Thefe you know from what we have faid, as 
well in the Abfcefs of the Uterus, as in the 
preceding Theory. Moreover, the Patient will 
inform you of moft of them, if you except 
only the acrid Injections, &c. whofe wicked 
Intent will oblige her to conceal them. 

3. The antecedent Caufes of this Ulcer 
are a {corbutic, venereal or fcrophulousV7rus, 
or the ordinary Caufes of Acrimony. Thefe 
you are to examine feparately, by the Help of | 
their refpective Signs. I own the Scurvy 
rarely produces any Ulcers of the Matrix: 
But the two latter are frequent Caufes 
thereof. If you difcover none of thefe Vices; 
you may conclude the Diforder has {prung 
from the ordinary antecedent Caufes of an 
Ulcer, | | 

4. The Magnitude or Extenfion and Seat 
of the Ulcer are learned by feeling the Region 
of the Uterus, Infpection of the Vagina and 
Os Uteri, Seat of the Pain, &c. If the laftbe 
univerfal, or inthe whole Extent oft he Urerus, 
the Ulcer is likewife. Ifthe Patient has pain- 
ful Stools, it.is feated in the pofterior Part 
of the Urerus; if fhe fuffers in Micturition, it is 
in the anterior Part; if in the lateral Parts of 
the Matrix, the Pain is in the Groins; the 
Efflux of the Pus gives alfo Light herein: 
For if it 1s difcharged by the Anus, or Urethra, 
or both together, the Evil is fituated near the 
Retium, Vefica, or has its Iffue by both Or- 
gans, If the Pus is not difcharged by the Azus, 

fae Bladder, 
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Bladder, Vagina, Groins, &c. and that the 
Region of the Uterus is foft, flaccid and no 
longer tumified, and that Pain and Tumour 
of the Abdomen fupervene, the Ulcer has pro- 
cured itfelf a Paffage, whereby the Pus is dif- 
charged into the 4bdomen; whence inevita- 
ble Death. | : 

5. The Quality of the Ulcer is eafily learned. 
If it be fcirrhous, there is an indolent renitent 
Tumour in the Region of the ‘Matrix, or a 
painful hard one, if it be carcinomatous. A 
profound or finuous Ulcer is difcovered by a 
great Quantity of grumous or thread-like Pus. 
A fuperficial one by a {mall Quantity of fe- 
rous Matter. 


PROGNOSTICS, 


Take it as a general Rule, that all the Ul- 
cers of the Uferus are dangerous; yet the Dan- 
ger varies, 1, According to the Quality of the 
Part, which is very nervous, and confequently 
hard of Cure. 2. The Diforder: is trouble- 
fome, becaufe of the Situation of the Part, 
which is, as it were, the Emunctory of all 
the Impurities of a Woman’s Body ; wherefore 
it is continually moift, and the Ulcer is diffi- 
cultly cicatrized. 3, ‘The Ulcer cannot be de- 
terged, being too remote from the Ufe of To- 
pic Remedies : But if it be expofed to their Ap- 
plication, there are fome Hopes of Recovery. 
4. The Danger varies according to the Nature 
and Intenfity of the Caufe: For a recent flight 

one 
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one is eafier removed, than an inveterate ob- 
ftinate Vice; which is alfo more dangerous, 

The particular Varieties of the Danger are 
deduced, 1. From the State of the Urerus, 
which if it be {cirrhous and hard, or over 
foft and relaxed, by a habitual Fluor Albus, 
&c. it leaves no Hopes. On the Contrary, if 
it be well conditioned, the Vice recent. and 
flight, ittmay be cured, 2. From the Quan- 
tity of Pus; which if it be great, the Ulcer 
is large, profound and fiftulous: If it be fmall, 
the Ulcer is alfo. 3. From the Quality of the 
Pus; which if white, uniform and balfamic, 
the Ulcer is benign; if grey, fetid and gru-_ 
mous, it threatens great Danger. 4. From 
the Seat of the Ulcer. For the Danger is 
greater, when it is feated in the Bottom, than 
when in the Neck of the Uterus. Nor is it 
in fome Refpects fo very dangerous, when it has 
its Difcharge by the Reéfum or Bladder, feeing 
proper Remedies can be immediately conveyed 
thereunto. A recent is lefs dangerous than 
an inveterate Ulcer. 

Finally, the following Accidents of this 
Evil, are the Fore-runners. of Death, ’ viz, 
when the Ulcer is fiftulous, and above all, fcir- 
rhous at the fame Time. For there is 
then a Complication of three Diforders, viz. 
Ulcer, Scirrbus, and Fifula. The fame Thing 
may be faid of a carcinomatous Ulcer, or that 
attended with a flow and hedtic Fever, cedema- 
tous Swelling of the Feet, Mara/mus, &c. for 

this. 
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this is commonly the fatal Cataftrophe of this 
kind of Ulcers. | } 

- An Ulcer of the following Characters is fa- 
vourable, vzz. when it 1s produced by an ac- 
cidental and tranfitory Caufe; as a fimple 
Wound: fuppofes no permanent Vice in the. 
Blood, is fuperficial, fmall, and near the Va- 
gina, or expofed to external Remedies. And 
finally, if it be a venereal Ulcer, which is 
cured the eafieft of all, being commonly re- 
moved by the Treatment of the Les, 


CURE. 


Before all Things, it muft be diligently ex-.. 
amined, whether the Ulcer is venereal or not; 
becaufe the former requires a different Cure 
from all the ‘reft, being moftly removed by 
the antivenereal Remedies. In order to treat 
thefe Ulcers, you areto know, 1. Whether the 
Ulcer be feated in the Fundus or Body of the 
Uterus, or, 2. In or near the Os Uterz, or ap- 
pears in the Vagina. 3. Whether it be vero-. 
lic; for the Cure of thefe three Species of 
Ulcers is: different, 

The Treatment. of the firft Kind requires 
four Indications. 1..To correct the.vicious: 
Acrimony of the: Blood. 2..To deterge the: 
Ulcer. _3.. To confolidate the fame. 4. To 
check and: calm the Pain, Infomnia, &c.. 
which Indication is very prefling from the Be- 
ginning of. the Diforder, as may alfo.Deter-. 
fion, when the Ulcer is very foul. | 
| 1, The 
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1. The Remedies which fulfil the firft In- 
dication are Broths, Decoctions, Apozems, &c. 
‘made of anodyne, diluting and cooling Sim- 
‘ples, as Laétuc. Chicor. Borrag. adding Cry/tal, 
Miner. or Sal. Prunel. to the Decottions; the 
Broths are made of the fame Remedies boiled 
with Veal or Pullet. For this Purpofe is re- 
commended Ser. Laé#. chalybeat, which you 
fweeten with Syr, Violac. 3 ff. to every Draught. 
But I know nothing more efficacious to tem- 
perate and embalm the Blood, and confolidate 
the Ulcer, than Milk, to which you may con- 
fine the Patient for her entire Diet, taking 
Cow’s Milk twice a Day, or at her Meals, and 
“Affes Milk in the Intervals. The Cow’s Milk 
may be diverfified (if it difgufts the Patient) 
by the Addition of Rice, Eggs, Decottion of 
China, or Barly, &c. which alfo contribute to 
fweeten the Blood ; or you may add to the 
Milk Suc. vel Decoét. Cherefol. Agrimon. Fu- 
mar, or the fecond Lime-water: Vitriolic or 
‘ferruginous Waters alone, fuch as Les Eaux 
‘de Barrege, Sc. correct this Vice of the Blood 
‘very powerfully. Baths and half Baths of ano- 
‘dyne emollient Plants are alfo ufeful. The 
Order of thefe Remedies depends very much 
on the Seafons; for in Winter you order the 
Ser. Ladt. chalybeat. Sc, In Spring, the Baths 
‘and half Baths: In Summer, the Ser. Lad. 
fimply, or the vitriolic Waters: In Autumn, 
Milk, and its Preparations, Yet nothing 
fhould. hinder the fimultaneous Ufe of all, if 
the Evil. preffes. 
2, The 
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2. The Deterfion of the Ulcer demands in- 
ternal and external Remedies, InjeCtions being 
the chiefeft of the laft Clafs; though fome 
call them Remedia Media, betwixt the inter- 
nal and external. | 

The internal Remedies are Broths, Deco- 
étions or Apozems, compofed of Fol, Agrim. 
Pimpinel. Alchimill. Bugul. Sanicul. Virg. Aur. 
&c. As thefe are gentle Vulneraries, they are 
fomewhat aftringent and deterfive. A light 
Decoétion of Sarfaparilla or China is very 
ufeful for this Purpofe, particularly the Chiza, 
being lefs heating, and an excellent Vulnerary 
and deterfive, may be recommended to. the 
Patient for her ordinary Drink. In every 
Dofe or Draught of the preceding Remedies 
you may order fome Balfams, as Bal/am, de 
Cobaiba vel Alb. Canaden. ad vj. Gutt. There- 
benth, 3 ff. or you may prefcribe the Balfams 
with an appropriated Syrup, as Syr. Capzll. 
Vener, Stratum fuper Stratum, or in Boles 
with brown Sugar *, As the repeated Circu- 
lations and Windings which thefe internal Vul- 
neraries are obliged to make, before they arrive 
at the Uterus, fo much weaken, or almoft anni- 
hilate their Virtue, we are obliged to have Re- 
courfe to external Vulneraries, when we find the 

eleaft Opportunity from the Seat of the Difeafe. 

The chiefeft of thefe Remedies are Inje- 
€tions, which are frequently made of Whey 
and brown Sugar, which is deterfive. If the 

* The Turpentine is commonly beat up with the Yelk of an 


Egg, that it may be the eafier blended with all other os, 3 
‘ ain 
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Pain is lefs, and that you want a more power- 
ful Deterfive, inject 4g. Hord. cum Mell. Ro- 
fat. If it muft be ftronger, let the Injection 
be prepared of a Decodction ex Fol, Matric. 
Ariftoloch. Artemif: Sc. cum. Mell. Narbonenf: 
If the Ulcer be very fetid and foul, add a lit- 
tle of Unguent. Aigyptiac. or Collyr, Lanfranc. 
To deterge the Ulcer of the Matrix, fome 
experienced Surgeons recommend Fumigations, 
which are made of Paftils of Pulv. Maftich. 
or Myrrh, cum Balfam, Tacamahac. p. aq. 8 
Gutt, quibufd. ex Balfam. Canad. Capiv. vel 
Therebinth. but take Carethatthe Fumes be not 
too hot, when they are received into the Uterus. 
3. That the Ulcer be well confolidated, the 
Remedies of the firft Indication are neceflary, 
in order to correct the Acrimony of the Hu- 
mours, and’to produce laudable Succus Nutri- 
tius; to aflift which Intent, the Ulcer fhould 
be alfo properly deterged, ‘The Remedies of 
the one and the other Indication we have al- 
ready given, and to put the laft Hand to the 
healing of the Ulcer, the following Remedies 
fhould be employed. Injetions of the De- | 
coétion of aftringent Plants, properly {peak- 
ing. Of this Clafs are Fol. Agrimon. Pim- 
pinel, Sc. with the fecond Lime-water: Warm 
or Bath Waters, particularly fulphureous.Wa- 
ters are fuccefsfally ufedin the Injections: Such 
are the Waters of La Chapelle and Barrege; 
but the Waters of Ballerugue, &c. are over- 
charged with Salts, which violently irritate the 
affected Part, >; 
2M The 
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The Fumigations before-mentioned are alfo 
efficacious in this Indication; or add the fol- 
lowing to the mentioned Balfams, viz. Thus, 
Gum. Funiperin. Therebinth, p.a.omnium; for 
thefe are very deficcative and incarnative. 

4. The fourth Indication is fulfilled by Nar- 
cotics, beginning with the mildeft, as Decoéf. 
Papav. till you come, as Occafion requires, 
to the moft powerful, as Laudan. or above all 
the Gutt. Anodyn. 

The fecond Article above-mentioned, re- 
gards the Ulcer, which prefents itfelf to our 
View; or that which is fituated near the Os 
Uteri, or in the Vagina. This requires the 
fame Indications with the preceding Ulcer, 
_ only the Injections are to be more deterfive in 
_the prefent Cafe; nor are we to infift fo much 
on internal Remedies herein: Becaufe the Ulcer 
thus feated, may be dreffed with the common 
topical Remedies, by the Help of the Specu- 
lum Utert; wherefore employ the common Di- 
geftive, which you are to render more or lefs, 
ftrong, pro renatd, It is compofed of There- 
binth, Vitell. Ov. & Ol Hyper. conveyed on a 
proper Pledget to the affected Part ; which at 
every drefling fhould be cleanfed by a deterfive 
Injection, as above. If the Ulcer be very fe- 
tid, employ Tzné?. or Pulv. Myrrh, mixed with 
Ol. Hyperic. You afterwards come to drefs 
.with Balfam. Areci & vitell. ov, But as the 
Vagina is continually moift, and thereby gives 
room to fungous Flefh, you may employ in 
that Cafe, Baljam Virid. Metens, ordering the 

Patient 
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Patient to keep her Bed conftantly ; though I 
have feen fome; thus affected, walk abroad, 
with the Vagina tented with the Medicaments 
hitherto mentioned, 

We come now tothe third and laft Clafs be- 
fore-cited, viz. when the Ulcer is the Effect 
of a venereal Virus. When there are plaufi- 
ble Reafons to fufpe@ this Taint, the mercu- 
rial Fri@ions muft be ordered; but at very 
diftant Intervals, and very flightly, for fear of 
raifing a Salivation, which muft be avoided; 
wherefore let them be employed every third 
or fourth Day, prolonging the Cure for two or 
three Months, Let the mercurial Ointment 
be conveyed into the very Vagina; nay, on 
the Ulcer itfelf, ‘The Ointment fhould be al- 
ways made with frefh Lard, Bal/am. Capiv. 
or frefh Oil, particularly Oil of Cacao, which 
rarely becomes rancid or acrid ; which is of 
vaft Service in this Evil, wherein Irritation 
mutt be induftrioufly avoided, . 


Cuap. XVI. 
Of the Gangrene of the Uterus. 


ITHERTO we have treated of fome of 

the Terminations of Inflammation, v7z. 
Refolution, and Suppuration, with its Con- 
fequences, We now come to the third Ter- 
ee mination, 
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mination, or Gangrene; referving the laft, or 
Scirrbus, for another Chapter. 

A Gangrena and Sphacelus differ only in 
Degree of Intenfity, both of them being a 
Mortification of the affected Part. The for- 
mer is an incipient Mortification, the latter a 
confirmed one. The Signs of which are the 
Coldnefs, Infenfibility, Relaxation or Softnefs, 
and livid Colour of the affected Part; all 
which are perfect in the Sphacelus, but imper- 
fect in the Gangrene. Thefe Symptoms regard 
the Evil in general ; they are neverthele(fs appli- 
cable to the Gangrene of the U¢erus, which in 
ftrictnefs Iam not obliged to explain here; in as 
much as it belongs tothe Treatife of Tumours, 
wherein I have explained it. Yet to give you 


a brief and exact Idea of it in the prefent 


Difcourfe, you have only to recollect what 
conftitutes the Life of any Part of the living 
Body. This you will necefiarily acknowledge 
to confift in the Ofcillations of the Solids, 
particularly of the Arteries, which are the 


Primum Mobile of the Veins, Nerves, &c.- 


The Mortification, therefore, of any Part is 
the abfolute Privation of thefe Ofcillations ; 
whence Circulation is deftroyed, and the Sym- 
ptoms above-mentioned induced, 


CAUSES. 


To difcover the Caufes of 2 Gangrene, we 
have only to examine what it is that deftroys 
the Vibrations of the Solids. Having laid down 

this 
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this Notion of the Mortification of any Part of 
the living Body, Reafon and Experience in- 
form us, that it may be produced by three 
Caufes in general. 

1. The moft frequent Caufe of a Gangrene 
is the too great Plenitude of the Arteries, where- 
by they are diftended beyond their Tone, fo 
that they are afterwards incapable of reftoring 
themfelves. Thus the Motion of the Arteries 
is loft, which being the Source of the Motion 
of the other Solids, their Action is- alfo fut 
{pended. This is what we fee in the Infar- 
ction of the Capillary Arteries in violent In- 
flammations, wherein Gangrenes frequently 
fupervene, as alfoin exceflive Ery/ipelata, Com- 
preflion of the Arteries from Ligatures, &c, 

2. The next Caufe of Mortification, is the 
Relaxation of the Tunics of the Arteries and 
other Parts Whence the lefs elaftic Veffels 
eafily yield to their Infarction; as we obferve 
in Oedemata, €c. whofe Serofity contributes 
to the further Relaxation of the Solids, efpe- 
cially when the Tumours are inveterate, This 
is alfo obfervable in fome Conftitutions, re- 
duced and impoverifhed by preceding Difor- 
ders, or old Age. Yet thefe Difpofitions are 
not of themfelves capable of producing a Mor- 
tification, without the’ Intervention of fome 
concurring or auxiliary Caufe, particularly the 
,Compreffion of the Part thus difpofed, by the 

*Weight of the Body. Thus we fee. the foft 
Party on the Hip=-bone, and on feveral others 
P 2 , in 
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in the Body, fuffer after this Manner, by lying 
too long thereon. 

3. The laft Caufe is the Deftruction of the 
arterial Veffels. The remote Caufes of this 
Clafs are known to every Body, as being very 
apparent, for they act like the Lap. Cau/fic. 
which burns and cauterizes the Parts to which 
it is applied, as we fee by the E/chara which 
it produces; the fame Effet we fee alfo pro- 
duced by ordinary Fire, which dries and 
burns the Veffels. Juft as thefe two laft 
named Caufes a@t, io doth a phagedenic 
Ulcer, whofe acrid corrofive Matter deftroys 
the circumambient Parts. Such like Ulcers 
are formed in the Uferus, as well as in the 
reft of the Body. All the other Caufes of a 
Gangrene in the Uterus are comprehended 


under the three general ones above-men- 


tioned. 

Now the Userus may be mortified in two 
different States. 1. In its natural Stuation., 
2. When it is out of its natural Seat, as in 
the Procidentia Uterz. A Gangrene in the 
firft State commonly happens, 1. From a vi- 
olent Inflammation, in common with all the 
other Vifcera. 2. From a phagedenic cor- 
roding Ulcer. In this Cafe the Gangrene is 


not as extenfive as the Ulcer, being confined | 


to its Margins alone, whilft the Gangrene in 


the former Cafe is aslarge as the Inflammation _ 


was, 


When the Matrix is turned out of its natu-. 


ral Place, as in the Procidentia Uteri, the Gan- 
grene 
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grene is the Effect of the Oedema alone, the 
Veffels being then elutted with Serum, relaxed. 
and ftrangled; whence an abfolute toma and 
Gangrene, hea 
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1. The firft and moft important Diftin- 
étion of a Gangrena Uteri is into that which 
befals it, in, or out of its natural Situation. 

2. Into an incipient or recent, and invete-, 
rate or confirmed Mortification. The former. 
is called Gangrena, the latter Sphacelus or Side-. 
ratio; the firft yields fome Hopes of Cure, 
be the fecond none, ‘ 

3. The Mortification is particular or univer-. 
fal. The former may occupy the Neck or 
Bottom, pofterior, anterior, or lateral Parts 
of the Uterus; but the laft attacks the whole. 


SYMPTOMS. 


The Accidents of an incipient Gangrene are 
various, according to the Nature of the Evil. 
1. In the inflammatory and eryfipelatous 
Gangrene, the Symptoms redouble with the 
fame Violence, as in an incipient Suppura- 
tion; that being, as it were, the laft Effort of 
Nature; the Fever, Heat, Pains, &c. become: 
exceflive. But as foon as the Mortification 
begins, they fuddenly ceafe, without any Re- 
turn; whilft in the Suppuration, they are foon 
after kindled: Moreover, in the laft, they gra- 
Bred dually 
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dually difappear and return, In the former, 
they fuddenly ceafe, and never re-appear. 

2. Inthe phagedenic Gangrene the Pain is 
dull and profound; the Fever and other Acci- 
dents are very inconfiderable. 

3. In the. oedematous Gangrene, little or 
no-Pain, Fever or Heat, &c. appear; becaufe 
this Evil fprings from the gradual Infarction 
and Relaxation of the Veffels, through a re- 
dundant Serum, not of Blood, as in the other 
Gangrenes. ‘Thus far of the Symptoms of 
the incipient Kinds of Mortification, But 
when the Gangrene is once formed, the Phe- 
nomena of the various Species become the 
fame, all the mentioned Accidents ceafing. To 
thefe fucceed frequent Syzxcopes, languid and 
intermitting Pulfe, from the Reforption of the 
putrid Mza/mata of the mortified Part, Cold- 
nefs of the Extremities, with longer and more 
conftant cold Fits; or Shiverings of the whole 
Body, than in a Suppuration ; there is an ab- 
folute Relaxation and Want of Tenfion in the 
mortified Uterus, with Putrefaction and Ef- 
fufion of an acrid Sanies, 


DIAGNOSTICS. 


_ "Phefe Signs regard, 1. The Exiftence of 
¢he Evil. 2. Its Caufes, | 

1, The Gangrena Uteri is difcovered at 
firft Sight, if the Womb is turned out of its 
Place and expofed to View, by its Coldnefs, 
Softnefs, Infenfibility, livid and black itd 
907 ent 5 Mie like 
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like toa dead and corrupted Carcafe. But if 
it be mortified in its proper Situation or Place, 
the Matter is more difficult, having no other 
Means to difcover it, but by rational Signs, as 
the augmented Intenfity of the preceding Ac- 
_ cidents; with their fudden and abfolute Ceffa- 
tion ; a miferably weak and intermitting Pulfe, 
Syncope, Coldnefs, &c. fucceeding. 

The Exiftence of the Evil is difficultly learn- 
ed when it fprings from a phagedenic Ulcer: 
Yet by learning the Exiftence of a preceding UI- 
cer, from the Accidents of that Evil,. and the 
Quality of the Matter, which is fanious, grey, 
and of a Thread-like Form, we may plaufibly 
conjecture the Gangrene to have fprung from 
that Source. 

All Species of Gangrene make very fpeedy 
Progrefsin the Uferus, becaufe of its ‘Texture; 
fo that in twenty-four Hours, from a fimple 
Gangrene it turns to a real Sphacelation ; in 
which Cafe the Parts remain without any Senfe 
of Feeling, either when cut or prick’d with — 
a fharp Inftrument, whilft a fetid and cadaverous 
Steam exhales from them. 

2. The Caufes of a Gangrena Uteri are 
eafily learned, from what we have hitherto 
faid of the inflammatory, ulcerous, or cedema- 
tous Mortification. 


PROGNOSTICS, 


We may pronounce the Gangrena Uteri in 
general to be mortal, if Nature or Art does 
not feafonably intervene, the one by the Ex- 

P 4 tirpation 
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tirpation of the mortified Part; the. other. by 
its Separation from the living Parts, by the 
Help of Suppuration, which we obferve by 
a red and inflamed Line,-which helps us .to 
diftinguith the one from the other, being the 
common Limit of both. Yet after all, the 
Prognoftic cannot be very favourable, ef- 
pecially if the Urerus be mortified in its natu- 
ral Situation, where we cannot fee nor come 
at. Wis Due the Danger is much lefs, as we 
fhall obferve in the Cure, when the mortified 
Uterus 1s expofed to the Sight and Touch. 


CURE: 


Four Indications which are rarely fulfilled, 
prefent themfelves in this Treatment, vz. 
1, To remove all the Caufes of Gangrene. 
2. To corroborate the relaxed and weakened 
Solids, . 3, To raife and ftrengthen the Pulfe. 
4. To extirpate the mortified Part. 


1. To remove the Caufes.. If the Gangrene 


fprings from a fanguine Infarction, or In- 
fiammation, repeated Phlebotomy is the only 
Remedy ; but the fole Remedy in this Indica- 
tion for the Removal of the Pee and 
oedematous Gangrene, nay, alfo for the Inflam- 


matory one, is profound Scarifications, made to, 
the very Quick: For by this Means the in- 


flamed Vefiels haye room to yield the more to 


their Diftenfion, and perhaps may thereby re-_ 


act on their Criiren tse in the phagedanic Gan- 


grene, the purulent Sanies finds a proper Iffue, 


P inally, 
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Finally, In the cedematous Species, the Se- 
rum is thereby plentifully difcharged; fo that 
the Veffels are, after a Manner, depleted, 
Wherefore I efteem this Practice to be very~ 
good, But unfortunately, it cannot be infti- 
tuted, whilft the Userus is in its natural Seat, - 
which is the moft ufual Cafe. So we have 
nothing to depend on in that Emergency, but 
Phlebotomy, as above. | " 
2, We are to reftore the natural Tone to 
the weakened Veficls, that they may regain 
their Ofcillations, This Indication is chiefly 
fulfilled by the Help of acrid Remedies, as 
Aq. Vit, Camphorat. vel. Aq. Vit. cum Sal, 
Armoniac. Neither this nor any other Reme- 
dy of the Kind have any Effect on the mor- 
tified Part; fo it is to be applied to the living, 
in order to empty the Veffels, and throw off 
what is mortified. Wherefore let the {carified 
Flefh be fomented and bathed with the pre-~ 
ceding Liquor, luke-warmed, till the Patient 
complains of Pain, This Practice has room © 
only, when the Uferws is intirely or in Part 
out of its Seat; for when it remains in its 
proper Situation, we are to have Recourfe to 
' Injections, prepared of the Decoétions of 4r- 
temis. Matricar. Arifioloch, Abfynth. to which, 
according to the Intenfity of the Evil, and 
Neceffity of greater Irritation, you may add 
Tinét. Myrrh, Unguent, Aigyptiac. Collyr. Lan- 
franc. Aq. Phageden, which laft is made of a 
Diffolution of Mercur. Sublimat. with Lime-. 
water, Though all thefe Remedies are very 

he | powerful 
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powerful and Efficacious in other Diforders, 
yet they commonly mifcarry in the prefent, 

If the Mortification be feated in the Vagina, 
Vulva, or prolapfed Uterus, you may order 
a Cataplafm of Sal. Armoniac. Fulig.and Ver- 
digreafe, or Unguent. AEgyptiac. applied to the 
affected Part. If thefe are ineffectual, as com- 
monly they are, employ the Diffolution of 
Mercury by the Spirit of Nitre or 47. Fort. 
with which you bath the mortified Part, or 
drefs it with a Pledget dipped in the faid Li- 
quor: Or finally, you touch it gently there- 
with, as the Degree of the Gangrene will re- 
quire, 

If by thefe or the preceding Remedies, the 
mortified Part falls off, you drefs afterwards 
as in a fimple Ulcer, of which we have {po- 
Ken in the precedent Chapter. 

3. The Syncope, intermitting and weak 
Pulfe, &c. are to be remedied by a cordial 
Potion of the following Waters, &c. Aq. Stillat. 
Card. Bened. Meli/s. Scord. two Ounces of two, 
or an Ounce of each, if you employ all together. 
Fo thefe you add Confec?. Alkerm. de Hyacinth. 
vel Theriac. ad Ziff. & pro re nata, Sal. Volat. 
Ammoniac. vel C. €, Lil. Paracel. &e. 

4. This Indication confifts in the Extirpa- 
tion of the mortified Part, if all other Methods 
fail: But it can be inftituted only in the Pro- 
cidentia Uteri, the Part being then expofed to 
this Operation, which is the only Remedy then 
remaining. This Prattice is confirmed and 
authorized by feveral Obfervations:. Yet it is 

commonly 


OF WOMEN. 219 
commonly mortal, nor can I anfwer for its 
Succefs, if it be attempted, Neverthelefs, all 
Things weighed, if you be encouraged to 
perform it, make your Ligature as high as 
poflible, three Fingers Breadth, at leaft, above 
the Mortification, the Evil being commonly 
more extenfive than it appears to be. 

This I never faw performed. But I have 
obferved a carnous Tumour or Sarcoma in 
the Vagina, which I miftook for the morti- 
fied Uterus. ‘This Tumour the Surgeon fuc- 
cefsfully cut off, and the Patient was foon 
after cured, 


Crap, XIV. 
Of the Scirrhus of the Uterus. 


. Fter the Explication of the Refolution; 
| Suppuration. and Mortification of the 
Inflammation of the Uferus, the next Termi- 
nation, of Courfe, istheIndurationor Scirrhus . 
of the fame Organ, in Confequence of its In- 
flammation. : 

A Scirrbus in general is a hard or reni- 
tent and indolent Tumour, without Heat and 
Pain, This Definition is applicable to the 
Scirrbus of the Uterus, which is attended with 
neither Pain, Heat.nor Rednefs; becaufe it is 
a lymphatic not a. fanguin Tumour. This 
Difference betwixt a Scirrhus and Inflamma- 
oH. tion 
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tion is effential: Moreover the Scirrhus. is 
feated in the Glands, lymphatic Veffels, or 
lacteals of the Uterus; the Inflammation in 
the capillary Arteries: This is fuddenly formed, 
or per Fluxtonem; the Scirrhus by Degrees, 
or per Congeftionem; tho’ other Scirrhous 
Tumours, are alfo formed by an impercepti- 
ble Progrefs, as are likewife the Atheroma, Ste- 
atoma, Meliceris, Ganglion, &c. | 


Ciaou''s in asd 


The principal Caufes of a Scirrhus in the 
Uterus, is the Spiffitude and Induration of 
the uterine Lymph or Milk in their different 
Veffels. ‘The Caufes of this Spiffitude are ge- 
neral or remote, and particular or immediate, 
whereby the general Vice is determined to the 
Uterus, rather than to any other Vz/cus. 

The Caufes of the firft Clafs, are all thefe 
which infpiffate the Blood... For ‘this being 
vitiated, all the Secretions, as Milk, Lymph, 
&c. are alfo; becaufe they retain the Quality 


of theirSource. The Caufes.ofa fpiffid Blood -— 


are, 1. Hard, indigeftible, terreftrial Aliments, 
Bacon, or any other Flefh dried by fmoak, 
all kinds of falt Fleth, &c.. 2. The different 
Vices of Digeftion, tho’ the Aliments be good, 
3. Violent Paffions of the Mind, as Grief, 
and all other Commotions which endanger 
a melancholic Humour. 4, A venereal, {cro~: 
phulous or fcorbutic Virus, 


The 
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The particular Caufes, or thofe of the fe- 
cond Clafs are,* 1.A Spiflitude of the Hu- 
mours in the Uterus produced by the Inje- 
ion of Semen tainted with the Lues. 2. Over- 
cold Injeétions of other Liquors made into the 
Uterus, fuddenly condenfe the Fluids thereof, 
3. Sudden external Cold, caufes a Conftri-- 
ction of all the Fibres of this Organ; whence 
the Fluids ftagnate and become {piflfid. This 
is frequently obfervable in the menftrual Flux, 
Time of Delivery, &c. 4. A natural or acci- 
dental Relaxation and Atony of the uterine 
Fibres, which gives Room to the Stagnation 
of the Humours. This is a frequent Con- 
fequence of many and laborious Births, or Ab- 
ortions, Contufions, &c. 5. Inveterate Ob- 
ftructions of the Uterus attended with a Fluor 
Albus, Chlorofis, ce. whereby the uterine 
Lymph or Milk fettle at Length in their proper 
Receptacles, their Circulation being interrupted 
by the mention’d Obftructions, ‘This is one 
of the moft frequent Caufes of a Schirrus in 
the Urerus, 


DIFFERENCES, 


1. This Scirrhus may proceed from the Spit | 
fitude and Induration of the uterine Lymph, 
or from the fame Qualities of the uterine Milk. 

2. This Sczrrhus is perfe&t and exquifite, or 
imperfect. The firft is very hard, renitent . 
and zzdolent; the fecond is only fo in a milder: 


Degree. 
| 9. igus 
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3. It may be univerfal or all over the Mz- 
trix, and partial, or in fome few Points there- 
of. 

4. It may be fimple, or complicate and com- 
bined with other Tumours of the Ufrerus, as 
Ocdema, Phlegmone, &c. whence the various 
Names of Sczrrhus Oedematofus, Phlegmo- 
nofus, Gc. the former is fomewhat foft and 
indolent; The latter is harder, more fenfible 
and painful, 


SYMPTOMS, 


1. Weight in the Hypfoga/irium, when the 
Patient ftands or walks, and that in Propor- 
tion to the Magnitude of the Sczrrhus. 

2. Difficulty of lying on the well fide, or 
that oppofite to the Tumour. For by lying 
thereon the Diftraction of the adhering Parts, 

by the Weight of the Sczrrhus, is troublefome to 
the Patient. Butifthe Tumour is painful, fhe 
can lie on neither Side. For the Diftraétion of 
the Parts hinders her of lying on the well Side; 
and the Comprefiion of the Sczrrbus by the in- 
cumbent Vi/cera forbids her lying on the 
affeéted Side, So fhe 1s obliged to lie on her 
Back only. | 

_.3. The Menjfirua are intirely fufpended, if 
_ the Scirrbus be univerfal; or partly, if it be 

particular; the Reafon is evident. 

4. Violent Hemorrhages fometimes happen 
in both Cafes, Becaufe moft Part of the ute- 

rine 
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rine Veins are varicofe; whence they are eafily 
tuptured, and fuch a Quantity of Blood flows, 
as endangers the Patient’s Life. 

5. Dropfy of the Abdomen or Uterus. For 
the compreffed Lymphatics are foon dilated, 
whence the Lymph and Serum eafily tranfude 
into the faid Cavities. 

6. If the Scirrhus be not equally hard, but 
fomewhat foft in feveral Parts, it eafily fup- 
purates. Whence all the Symptoms of an 
Abfcefs in the Uterus, along with the Scirrbus, 
But if it be very hard in all its Parts, it rather 
becomes carcinomatous, of which Diforder 
hereafter, 


DIAGNOSTICS, 


Thefe Signs are threefold. Some regard 
the Exiftence of the Diforder, fome its Di- 
ftinction from Pregnancy, Mole, &c. fome 
finally its Caufes. 

1. The Exiftence of the Diforder is known by 
the Concurrence of the before mentioned Symp- 
toms, as a hard indolent renitent, and circum- 
{cribed Tumour, tho’ it be fomewhat can- . 
cealed under the Offa Pudbis, yet you difcover 
thefe Accidents by preffing the Hand upon 
the Region of the Os Pudis, and by exami- 
ning the Patient, who likewife, thro’ the Weight 
of the Tumour, cannot ftand or walk with- 
out fome Difficulty. 


2.1{t 
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2. Itfhould be diftinguifhed from Pregnancy 
and a Mola. From the firft it may, 1n as much 
as 1, The Scirrbus is harder and more circum- 
{cribed, than Pregnancy, which is attended with 
a fofterand larger Tumour, 2. The Progrefgs 
~ and Growth of a Scirrbus is very infenfible, and 


fometimes none at all. But even in one ~ 


Month, Pregnancy is confiderably advanced. 
3. In Pregnancy the Breafts gradually {well; 


in a Scirrhus they become flaccid. 4, In an. 


incipientSczrrhus the Men/frua commonly flow; 
in Pregnancy they frequently ceafe. 5. Preg- 
nancy begins with the ufual Accidents of Nau- 


fea, Diftafte, vomiting, &c. none of which 
attend the Scirrbus. 6. About the fourth or | 


fifth Month, the Infant begins to ftir in the 
Womb; whicha Scirrhus, as is evident, ne- 
ver does. 


A Scirrbus is more difficulty diftinguifhed 


from a Mola. But in this the Signs of Preg- 


nancy have preceded, It is alfo larger and: 
fofter than the fcirrhous Tumour, But if - 


Pregnancy be combined with the Scirrbus, 
the Matter is ftill more difficult. So, as they 
rarely begin together, you are toexamine which 
of them preceded the other, by its particular 


Signs. An Example of a Sezrrhus complicated — 


with Pregnancy I have once feen in a mar- 
ried Woman, whofe Husband I cou’d not con- 


vince of the. Truth thereof. Nor wou’d I re- ° 


commend to you to take the Pains of fuch 
Conviction, the Husbands being too obftinate 
| . in 
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in this Cafe; to agree with your Sentiments. 
As to the Diftinction of a Scirrhus in the Uterus 
from a Dropfy of the fame Organ, I thall ens 
deavour to fhew it in the Chapter of that DiG 
order, | 

3. The different Kinds and Caufes of this 
Scirrbus are difcovered as follows: 1. A partial, 
and univerfal Scirrbus are difcovered by their 
different Extenfion. 2. A perfect. Sczrrbus is 
known from an imperfect one, by its fuperior 
Hardnefs and Renitency. 3. A phlegmonous 
Scirrbus is\earn’d by its Painfulnefs, Senfibility, 
Heat, and Fever, which it induces; whilft an 
cedematous Scirrbus is difcovered by its Softnefs, 
Indolence, want of Heat, Fever, &c. 4. The 
lacteal Scirrbus is very difficultly diftinguithed 
from the lymphatic one: But you are to ob- 
ferve, that the former is commonly feated in 
the concave Surface of the Uterus, where the 
lacteals are moftly diftributed ; whilft the latter 
is lodged on its convex Surface, where we 
difcover moft of the uterine Lymphatics, 


ProGNOSTICS. 


The Scirrbus of the Uterus is a very trou- 
blefome Diforder, and commonly incurable, 
for feveral Reafons, 1. Becaufe the impacted 
Matter is too hard and indiffoluble. 2. Tho’ 
it be diffolved, it cannot be reduced into the 
Courfe of Circulation in the fame Proportion; 
becaufe the Vefiels neceflary for this Purpofe 
are confumed, dried up, and their Cavities de- 
ftroyed: Confequently this Evil is very ob- 

12 Sie {tinate. 
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ftinate. And tho’ the pernicious Confequen-— 
ces which it ufually has, as various Dropfies, 
Cancer, Mara/inus, &e. abfolutely require its 
Removal; yet the Attempt is very dangerous; 
Becaufe the Remedies neceflary for this Pur- 
pofe, as aperitive and attenuative ones, haften 
its Suppuration, or change it into a Cancer. 
The former happens, if the Scirrbus be foft 
and imperfect; the latter if it be very hard 
and perfect, Neverthelefs its Difcuffion may be 
attempted, if the Tumour be {mall, recent, 
fomewhat foft, and void of Pain: For the Mat- 
ter is not ftill come to that Degree of Hardnefs, 
as to refift the Action of proper Remedies. 
But if the Sczrrbus be very large, inveterate, 
and painful, its Cure fhould not be undertaken, 
1. Becaufe the Magnitude of the Tumour and 
impacted Matter is fuperiour to the Effect of 
all Remedies.- 2. Its Texture is too hard. 
3. The Ufe of aperitive Remedies may induce 
a Cancer, 


Co iskidis 


As the Scirrhus is a hardindolent Tumour, 
compofed of a fpiflid and indurated Lymph, or 
Milk, it is plain, that the Indications of Cure 
are, 1. To remove the antecedent Caufes of the 
Scirrbus, as the Spiffitude of the Lymph or 
uterine Milk. Yet if the Evil be too great 
and inveterate, we are obliged to content our 
felves with the Diminution only of this Difeafe. 
But if onthe contrary the Scérrbus is {mall 

and 
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- and recent, we proceed farther, or to the next 
Indication, viz. 2. To foften and attenuate the 
impacted Matter. 3. To diffolve and reduce 
it into the Courfe of Circulation. 
J, To corre& the Spiffitude of the Lymph 
and Milk, Medicine propofes the following 
Means, viz. Broths or Apozems made of Rad, 
Ering. Anon. Brufc. Afparag. half an Ounce 
of all together, or an Ounce, if only two are 
employed. The following are prepared the 
fame Way; but they require not as great boil- 
ing asthe former, half an Hour being fufficient 
for thefe, Fol. Agrim. Pimpinell. Sy/ymbr. aquat. 
Scolopendr. But be fure not to make the Broth 
too rich by putting too much Flefh therein, 
To render thefe Preparations.the more effica~ 
cious, you may add fome of the following 
Salts to every Draught of the Broth. Tar¢, 
Chalybeat. 3 Off. ad Dj. Flor. Martial. ad gr. 
xviii, Arcan. duplicat. Sal, Glauber. Tart. Vi- 
triolat. ad 3fl. aut 4\. Thefe you order for 
fourteen or fifteen Days. - But if you defire 
to act more gently, employ Ser. laét. chalybeat. 
or fimple Whey in which you, diffolve fome 
of the preceding Salts, or you mix therewith 
Succ. depurat. Fumar. Scolopendr. Nafturt. 
which are very efficacious in fweetning and 
correcting the Blood. 

The vitriolic Waters, taken in a proper 
Seafon, but in a fmall Quantity, as a Pint every 
Day, continued for two or three Months, very 
powerfully anfwer this Intent; and their flow 
or gradual Ufe adds to their Efficacy. 

| | Q 2 if 
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If the Ufe of the preceding Remedies doth 
over-heat the Patient, fhe is to drink Affes 
Milk; or for want of this the may take Goat’s 
Milk, and fufpend the Ufe of the faid Reme- 
dies; or take the Milk in their Intervals, till 
this Symptom is corrected. Nay, the Milk may 
be ufed with vitriolic Waters; which Theory 
many condemn, but Practice confirms the Ad- 
vantage thereof.. This is the palliative Cure 
of a Scirrbus in the Uferus. But if the Cir- 
cumiftances encourage you to proceed farther, 
you may attempt to foften and diffolve the 
Scirrhous Matter. Wherefore, 

Ii. To fulfil the fecond Indication the fol- 
lowing Remedies are recommended, as, 

1, Baths and Half-Baths made of fimple 
Water, or emollient Decoctions: The full ' 
Baths are the more ufeful, if the Patient’s ° 
Breaft, €c. will bear them. You are to have 
Recourfe to thefe as often as the Scirrbus is 
hot or painful. 

If neither the Patient’s State, nor Seafon will 
admit of the Ufe of thefe Remedies, order 

2. Cataplafms of the Pulps of Pariet. Branc. 
Urfin. Nymph. Viol. Malv, Alth. quib. add. 
Mucilag. Sem. Pfyll. cum Ol, Lin. This you 
apply to the Region of the Uterus, and you 
renew it, asoften as it dries. ‘Tho’ the Num- 
ber and Thicknefs of the Teguments refift 
very much the Action of thefe Remedies, yet 
we find that they are fometimes very ufeful. 
If thefe have not room, you muft recur 
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3. To Fomentations of emollient Plants, in 
which you dip fine Flannel, and apply it to 
the Patient’s Hypogaftrium. 'Thefe are fre- 
quently more efficacious than the Cataplafms; 
becaufe their Parts are more fubtil and pene- 
trating. Ifyou durft not employ thefe, or that 
they are of no Service, you are to come 

4. To Injections made of emollient Deco- 
Ctions as in the firft Indication. Yet the Vagina 
or Os Uteri of fome Women is fo narrow, as 
to exclude all Attempts of this Kind. 3 

5. You may order moderate Clyfters, for 
large ones gravitate too much on the Uferus. 
Thele:are prepared of the emollient Plants 
before-mentioned. ‘They fhould be continued 
along time, in order to foften and relax the 
Scirrbus in the Matrix. ‘Which Rule fhould 
be alfo underftood of the Remedies hitherto 
mentioned. 

III. This laft Indication confifts in aidolidrie 
and attenuating the harden’d and impaéted 
Matter. Internal and external Remedies are 
employed for this Purpofe. Of the firft Clafs 
are Boles, Pills, Tablets, of aperitive attenuat- 
ing Remedies, ‘The fecond Clafs comprehends 
Plafters, Cataplafms, &c. of refolutive Simples; 
alfo the former Compofitions are made up of * 
the following Aperitives, three or four only at 
a Time. 

1. Preparations of Iron, particularly fuch as 
are aperitive, as Croc. Mart. ad gr. xvilj. Flor, 
Mart, ad gr. xv. Sol Martial, ad gr. XXxiv, 
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2. Preparations of Mercury, which are little 
or no way purgative, as Aithiop. Miner. xviij. 
Gr. Mercur. Dul. ad eand. Dof: Panac. Mer- 
curtal. in minor, Dof. 

3. Neutral Salts, as Arcan. duplicat. Tart, 
Vitriol, Sal, Glaub, any of which you may 
order in Opiats, Electuaries or Boles to xviij, 
or xx. Gr, 

4. Your hot diuretic and aperitive Powders 
of Milleped. Bufon..Cicad. to xv. Gr. of each. 

5. If the preceding Deobftruents are not 
fufficientito remove the Evil, ordering them, pro 
re nata, as they are digefted, you may at 
length come to the Ufe of the Gums, being 
the moft efficacious Aperitives we know, fuch 
are Gum. Ammoniac. Sagapen. Bdell. Galban. 
Opopan. from iv. to vij. Gr. made into Boles, 
Tablets, Electuaries, €c. with fome appro- 
priated Syrup or Conferve, ‘To diffolve thete 
in the Stomach, afford them a proper Vehicle, 
and dilute the Blood; after every Dofe, the 
Patient may take a large Draught of the Ser. 
_Laé. aperitive Broths or Decoétions abovelaid, 
Nor fhould you forgetto purge the Patient fre- 
quently during the Ufe of thefe Remedies, 
that their conftant Repetition may not dif- 
guft the Patient. So you may order every 
feventh Day a moderate Dofe of Diagryd., 
Pulv. Cornachin, &e. 

Whilft thefe Remedies are internally em- 
ployed, you may order at the fame Time 
your topical Remedies, in the fame Proportion; 
as pias Seema of the Pulp of the Leaves, or ra- 

ther 
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ther of the Roots of Czcut. Bryon. Cucum. 
Szlveft. Irid.. noffrat. cui add. Ol. Lumbri- 
cor, or you may prefcribe the Emplaftr. de 
Cricut. Diabotan, to which you may add Em- 
plafir. de Vigo, or de Ran, cum Mercur. Qua- 
druplic. 'Thefe as well as the Cataplafms fhould 
be frequently renewed, purging the Patient at 
certain. Intervals, as above, 

Before I put an End to the Treatment of 
the Sczrrbus in the Uterus, it will be necef- 
fary to make the four following Reflections 
thereon. 

1. As foon as you difcover Heat, Pain or 
Tenfion of the Matrix, during the Ufe of the 
preceding Deobftruents, you are immediately 
to fufpend their Ufe, to which you fubftitute 
Phlebotomy, in order to prevent the impend- 
ing Inflammation, or Cancer of the Userus, 

2. You are not to employ thefe Aperitives 
in the Time of purging; nor are you to purge, 
particularly if the above Symptoms appear, 
with any hot or irritating Cathartics, But you 
muft content your felf with gentle ones, as 
Mann, Cafs. Rhabarb, &c. 
~ 3. In the fame Proportion that the attenu- 
ating apperitive Remedies are employed, Di- 
duents and Narcotics fhould be likewife, as 
‘alfo emollient Injections, Baths, Plafters, &c. 

4. If the Scirrhous Tumour is not reduced 
or diminifhed by this Method, it is in Vain to 
torment the Patient with a radical or curative 
Treatment; fo the palliative Cure alone is to 


be employed. 
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Con We, 


Of the Incifted Tumors of she 
Uterus. 


HESE Tumors are formed of a Cif 

or Capfule, which inclofe, on all fides a 
{piffid Humour. ‘This Cif is fometimes of a 
hard or griftly Texture. ‘The Volume of the 
‘Tumour 1s various, being fometimes large, 
fometimes fmall. The Confiftence of the 
included Matter is fo various, as to give Rife 
to different Tumours. If it be like melted 
Lard or Greafe, the Tumour is called Stea- 
toma. If it be whitifh, more liquid, or like 
Broth, it is named Atheroma. If it be ftill thin- 
ner and like Honey, it is termed Meliceris.~ 
All incifted Tumours are reducible to thefe 
three Species, ‘Thefe Evils in general are cal- 
led in French, Loupe, or Goete. ‘They are va- 
rious according to their Magnitude, as above, 
or their Seat, being fometimes placed on’ the 
convex Surface of the Uterus, but more fre- 
quently betwixt the Tunics of this Organ, or 
in its Concavity, the lymphatic Veffels and. 
Glands being more numerous in both Places 
than in the former, 


CAUSES 


OF WOMEN, D. Mee 


@ u's Bs) 


Thefe in general proceed from the lymph 
or Milk of the Uterus, The Tumors of the 
former kind may happen in any Part of this 
Organ, but more frequently betwixt its Tu- 
nics; whilft the milky Tumors are more 
frequently obfervable on its concave Surface, 
the uterine lacteals being more numerous in 
that Place than in any other therein. 

That the Lymph or Milk may produce 
thefe Tumors, it is neceffary that their Cir- 
culation fhould be intercepted or impeded in 
their refpective Veficls. For whilft they free- 
ly circulate, they can never form any Ob- 
ftructions, 

1. The Circulation of the uterine Lymph 
is interrupted by a Grumus of the fame Fluid, 
wedged as it were in its proper Veffel ; or the 
Evil may proceed from the Compreffion of fome 
of the Lymphatics. The uterine Milk is ftop- 
ped in its Courfe by the fame Caufes.' 2. The 
cne as well asthe other thus ftopped, fhould 
preferve fome Degree of Fluidity, otherwife it 
would degenerate into a Scirrbus, thro’ its 
Hardnefs. . 3. It 1s requifite for the Formation 
of thefe Tumours, that the faid Liquors fhould 
continually flow to. the growing Evil, or ob- 
ftructed Part; feeing we obferve it to augment 
continually. But the Afflux of the Humours 
fhould be ina very {mall Quantity, the Growth 
of the Tumor being infenfible, Thefe Prin- 
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ciples, I think fhould be neceffarily admitted 
into this Theory, in order to explain the For- 
mation of thefe Tumors, 

From what we have. hitherto faid, it ap- 
pears that the Cift of thefe Tumors is nothing 
elfe, but the Tunics of the lymphatic Gland 
or Veftel, or Veficula lattea of the Uterus, 
which, tho’ naturally. very {mall, frequently 
acquires the Bulk of a large Ege, thro’ the 
Ductility, or, if I may fay, the Dilatability of the 
faid Tunitiee but this fhould be brought about 
gradually and without Force, otherwife, thefe 
thin Membranes, which I may compare to 
Cob-webs, may be burft, But tho’ they be 
very weak and pliable originally, what is 
furprizing, is that in Proportion to. the Growth 
of the Tumour, they alfo become thicker and 
more compact, whilft their Diftenfion, wou’d 
feem to render them thinner. But this Dif- 
ficulty will vanifh, by confidering that the 
Afflux of the Lymph or Succus Nutritius is 
more abundant in this Cafe, than if it rolled 
freely in the fame Vefiels. Thus do we ob- 
ferve in the Attrition and'Compreffion, which 
attract, as it were, the Lymph into other Parts, 
that thereby they grow the larger and ftronger, 
as we fee in the Hands of thofe who work hard, 
which the Author of Nature has thus provi- 
dently difpofed, the better to undergo their 
Labour, 

Thefe incifted Tumors are fometimes fimple 
viz. when they are formed only of one Veffel 

: rt, Or 
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or Veficle, and fometimes compounded, parti- 
cularly when they are formed of many toge- 
ther. The various Confiftence-and Colour of 
the included Matter, are owing to its primi- 
tive Spiflitude, Delay in its Cift, and to the 
Mixture of other Humours therewith, as the 
Bile, Milk, or pure Lymph; whence: it is 
yellow, white, or limpid, @c. from hence 
proceeds the Difference of the Steatoma, Athe- 
roma and Melzceris. . | 


DIFFERENCES. 


Having explained the Seat, Manner or For- 
mation and Change, as well of thefe Tumors 
as of the Places wherein they are obferved, we 
now proceed to their Diftinétions, 

1. They are divided into lymphatic and 
laGteal incifted Tumors. Both: the one: as 
well as the other maybe foft or hard, of a 
larger or {maller Volume. The lymphatic 
Tumors may be feated in all Parts of the Ma- 
trix; the laéteal ones in its concave Surface ~ 
only. | 

2. Thefe Tumours are fimple, or compofed 
of many Cavities, &c. 


 SymPrTroms 


1. The Elevation and Tumor of the Hypo- — 
gafirium are much the fame as inthe Sezrrbus, 
efpecially when its Volume is confiderable. 

{sc : 2. Weight 


236 OF THE DISEASES 
2. Weight and Heavinefs in the fame Re- 
ion. 
? 3. Uneafinefs, or a profound and dull, ra- 
ther than an acute Pain in the fame Part. 

4. The Patient is more inclined to lie 
‘on her Back or Belly than on ‘her Sides, 
efpecially if the affected Side be paintol; other- 
wife fhe may lean thereon. 

5. The Menfirua commonly fubfift during — 
this Diforder. It is rarely attended with Fe- 
ver, and is frequently fo {mall as to be imper- 
ceptible, if the Phyfician’s Touch be not very 
delicate. Finally, of all the Diforders of the 
Uterus; 1 know none in general, that incom- 
modes lefs than this. 
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The principal Intention of the Diagnoftics of 
thefe Tumors doth confift in diftinguifhing 
them from the Inflammation, Pregnancy, 
Dropfy, and Sczrrbus of the Uterus. 

1. Inthe Inflammation, the Matrix acquires 
a larger Volume, the Pain and other Symp- 
toms are much more confiderable, particular- 
ly the Heat and Fever are very acute, the 
Region of the Uferus cannot be touched with- 
out a Senfible Augmentation of the Pain. Whilft 
the incifted Tumors are divefted of all thefe Ac- 
cidents, and do gradually encreafe: But the 
Inflammation of the Uterus isfuddenly formed. 

2. Thefe Tumours are diftinguifhed from 
Pregnancy, inafmuch as the Tumor of the lat- 
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ter is commonly in the Middle of the Hypo- 
gaftrium, the former always on one Side or 
the other, being thus determined by the al- 
ternative Compreflion of the Mufcles, of the 
Abdomen, as they are.very much expofed 
to the Action of thofe Parts... Moreover in 
three or four Months, the Infant not only 
becomes fenfibly bigger, but alfo moves in the 
Uterus; neither of which Qualities are ob- 
ferveable in the incifted Tumors. Add to this, 
that theMenffrua commonly fubfift during thefe 
Tumours, which they rarely do in pregnancy. 

3. They are diftinguifhed from a Hydrops 
Uteri, inasmuch as the Tumor of the latter 
is in the Middle of the Hypogaftrium, equally 
diftends the fame, and renders it {mooth, and 
always doth fupprefs the Menfirua, whilft they 
fubfift in the prefent Difeafe. 

4. They are not eafily diftinguifhed from 
a Scirrbus, efpecially an incipient or recent 
one, which has not ftill. acquired fufficient 
Hardnefs, But the Sczrrbus is commonly in 
all its Degrees harder and more renitent; and 
‘tho’ you cannot well diftinguifh them from 
each other, the Confequence will be no way 
prejudicial to the Patient, both being equally 
incurable, and requiring the fameRemedies. The 
only Advantage you can propofe to your felf 
from this Diftinétion, confifts in making a 
juft Prognoftic, which is very different with 
Regard to the Confequences of both thefe 
- Tumors, 
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PROGMNOSTICS, 


‘Thefe ‘Tumors are very hard, if not impof- 
fible to be cured. For to remove them, the 
obftructing Matter fhould be diffolved, attenu- 
ated and abforbed. But this is extremely dif- 
ficult, the Humour being on all fides furround- 
ed with a compact firm Cap/u/a, not like that 
of an Ecchymofis, which by the ambient ab- . 
forbing Veffels is foon reduced into the Courfe 
of Circulation. The Difficulty is ftill aug- 
mented by the Obftinacy of the Caufe; but 
above all, by the Indeftrudtibility, if I may 
fay fo, of the Capfula, which cannot be re- 
moved by any other Means in the prefent 
Cafe, but by Extirpation: But this has no 
Place inthe Tumors of the Uferus, 

Tho’ the Difficulty of this Cure is in ge- 
neral very great; yet it changes according to 
the Magnitude, Confiftence and Inveteracy of 
the Tumour, If it be fmall, foft and recent, 
it may, by great Care, be refolved. If large, 
hard and inveterate, it 1s incurable. For ex- 
ternal incifted Tumours of this kind rarely 
admit of cure by Refolution; confequently 
the Matter is more difficult with Regard to in- 
ternal ones, For at moft, you cannot expect any 
other Difcharge, but a {fpurious Suppuration and 
adepraved Pus; whencea {teatomatous Abicefs, 
of which before. This commonly gives Birth 
to Fiffule or finuous. Ulcers of the Userus; 
and the Cift {till remaining, always hinders the 
Confolidation thereof. This proves that the 

Aly Prog- 
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Prognoftics of this Evil fhould chiefly turn 
upon the Difficulty of curing it. The Sup- 
puration above-mentioned is ‘commonly indu- 
ced by frequent Child-bearing, touching, com- 
prefling or contufing the Tumour. 

-If the Evil does not fuppurate, it is satel 
dangerous, For whilft it remains foft and 
uniform, it never gives room to the above 
Confequences; ‘nor does it become carcinoma- 
tous, or prejudicial to Life or Health, or cre- 
ate any other Accidents, if not fometimes a 
Hydrops Utert. 


CuRE, 


You are to expect no other Cure here, but — 
_ a palliative one; nor fhould a prudent Phyfi- 
cian attempt any other. Wherefore the palli- 
ative Treatment of the Sczrrhus, as well the 
Indications as Remedies, may be transferred 
hither, for we have no other to propofe for 
this Cure. Hence you are to order frequent, 
but gentle Purgation; mild Diuretics, parti- 
cularly of the vulnerary Plants. Diluting re- 
frefhing Remedies combined with Aperitives, 
Thus in Spring and Autumn, may be em- 
ployed.for two Months a diuretic Ptifan, with 
a Bole or Opiat of fome aperitive Remedy, 
particularly of the Aizhiop. fiz. Ign. parat. 
which is excellent. If you are encouraged to 
proceed to a radical Cure, make ufe of the 
fame Remedies we recommended for that 
purpofe in the Sczrrbus, as your ftronger A- 
peritives, difcutient Plafters, &c, always re- 
membring, 
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membring, as in the Seirrhus, to fafpend th 
Ufe of all heating Remedies, if the Ba a 
) Heat of the Matrix be augmented, and to fub- 
ftitute in their Place, diluting, cooling, and 
narcotick Medicaments, ) 


COAL Pe WaT 
Of the Cancer of the Uterus. 


Cancer in general, is a hard renitent 
and painful Tumour, or more ftrily 
{peaking, it fhould be defined a Scirrhus, be- 
come exquifitely painful: For by the Pain 
alone it chiefly differs from the Scirrhus. 
This general Defcription of a Cancer agrees 
with that of the Urerus. 
The Progrefs of a Scirrbus degenerating - 
into a Cancer, is obferved to be as followeth: 
1. The Sczrrhus is fomewhat painful, and 
fo imperceptible, that it is not fenfible with- 
out fome Compreffion; but at laft it becomes 
acute, andas they fay, Dolor lancinans, dart- 
ing, as it were, now andthen. 2, The Scir- 
rbus becomes much larger and more ample, 
and that fuddenly: So that in the Space of 
fifteen Days or a Month, it becomes twice, or 
by one third bigger than it was before. 3. As it 
grows in Bulk ‘it becomes angular and ragged, 
or as they fay, Scabrofus. ‘So that of round, 
it becomes uneven and irregular. 4. The a- 
bove Angles and Elevations daily become more 
eminent and fenfible; the Skin which covers 


it becomes fmoother, more painful and red, 
: 2. Finally, 
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Finally, the Skin is broke, a Fiflure appears in 
the Cancer, its Lips are everted or retorted, a 
kind of lohor or acrimonous Serofity, not Pus, 
flows therefrom, a foft, fungous and fprout- 
ing Flefh appears about the Fifure, 

_ That all the preceding Symptoms of a Can- 
cer may appear, it is reafonable to think, that 
the {cirrhous or obftructing Matter is rarified ; 
otherwife, the growing Cancer could not fo 
fuddenly fwell, and become fo large as we ob- 
ferve it. But this Rarefation is irregular, vzz. 
It is not equally in all Parts of the Tumor, 
as the Protuberances thereof fufficiently prove. 
Moreover, it could not be juftly fuppofed that 
the {cirrhous Matter was equally difpofed and 
hardened, or that there was an equal Refiftance 
in all Parts of the Tumor. Nor can you 
draw any important Confequences from the 
State of the Skin in this Evil, feeing it is 
little or no way changed during the whole 
Courfe of the Diforder, till the Tumor be- 
comes very large, at which Time it is fome- 
what inflamed, and is at length burfted. And 
though this Rarefaction. happens in the {cir-. 
thous Matter, yet it never becomes Pus, but 
rather anacrid Serum exprefled from the Lym- 
phatics; for the dried Lymph is fo hard and 
compact, and the Arteries are fo incrufted and 
{traitened therewith, that their Ofcillations, 
fo neceffary for the Formation of Pus, are 
impeded and almoft fufpended, Nor do I 
adopt, in the Explication of this Phenomenon, 
the chimerical Sentiments of the Chemifts, 
Se. 
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&c. who by their Salts or other fictitious 
Principles, endeavour to explain their Fermen- 
tation, ©n the contrary, I imagine it to be a 
natural Confequence of the lymphatic or la- 
éteal Matter of the Scirrbus in the Matrix, 
put in Motion by fome occafional Caufe. Thus 
we fee that Lime and Water, though they 
contain no contrary Principles, ferment, and 
clofely join the Stones in a Building. We fee 
alfo by the Fermentation of the Filings of 
Tron mixt with Urine, Salt or Garlick, how 
it fwells and clofely adheres to all the adja- 
cent Bodies, filling up all the Yacua. Such 
a fermentative Quality I> admit in the 
feirrhous Matter. This Rarefaction, as we re. 
marked, is not equally in all Parts of the Tu- 
nror; and though we fuppofed a perfect Ho- 
mogeneity thereof, yet the Caufe does not 
equally aét in the whole: Hence the Angles, 
Protuberances, &¢, before mentioned. 


‘ CAUSES. 


To examine the Caufes of a Cancer, we 
need only to enquire into the Caufes of Rare- 
faction and Tumefaction, or how the {cirrhous 
Matter from immoveable and unactive becomes 
moveable and aGtive. The Caufes capable of 
doing this are reducible two Claffes. 1. To 
fuch, as excite Motion in the fcirrhous Mafs. 
' 2. To thofe which are capable of raifing con- 
fiderable Heat therein, without any Motion 
from external Bodies, 
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. The Caufes of the firft Clafs are, 1. All 
tude and frequent Contrectation or prefling of 
the Hand on the Scirrbus; as we find not only 
the Patient, but alfo fome Surgeons, who fre- 
quently do this, Whence it earlier degenerates 
into a Cancer. 2. Contufion or: Strokes made 
thereon, 3. The too frequent Ufe of powerful 
heating Aperitives or refolutive Medicaments, 
as Plaifters, &c. 4. The too great Acrimony 
of the Blood and Lymph, and in general the 
Suppreffion of faltifh Excretions, as the Bile, 
Urine, &c. which powerfully irritate and ra- 
tify the Sczrrbus, 

The Caufes of the fecond Clafs are Mow Fe- 
vers or any other which holds a long Time, 
{pirituous Liquors, Paffions of the Mind, im- 
moderate Watchings, the Application of hot 
remedies, €c. 


DrrFFERENCES. 


The firft and moft important Divifion of a 
Cancer is borrowed from the Time which it 
has held, Hence it may be diftinguithed into 
a recent or incipient, and into an inveterate. 
or confirmed Cancer: In the former the Pain 
is not frequent nor confiderable; in the latter 
it is almoft continual, and extremely acute. 
The inveterate Cancer may be foft, or hard 
and renitent, according to the Degree of Rare- 
faction.. The confirmed Cancer is alfo occult 
or open: In the firft, the Skin which covers 
it, is ftill whole without any fenfible Change ; 
Ro 2 In 
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in the fecond, it is ruptured, and an Ulcer ap- 
pears. This Diftin¢tion is ufeful in the Diag- 
noftics, wi 

The Degree or Intenfity of Pain offers an- 
other Diftinétion. In fome it is tolerable, in 
others violent: Some have been obferved with- 
out any fenfible Pain. Thefe Varieties.depend 
on the Degree of Rarefaction and Number of 
Nerves in the affected Part.. 

Another Difference {prings from the Seat of 
the Cancer in the Matrix, as its Bottom, Neck 
or lateral Parts, &c. fome Cancers are diftin- 
guifhed by the Nature of their Spmptoms: 
Thus violent Pain, Infomnia, ©&c, attend 
fome, whilft they hardly appear in others: 
Some are characterized from the particular or 

predominant Vice of the Blood; others from 

Contufions, Strokes, &c. which gave them 
Birth; and fo on of other innumerable Cafes — 
of the fame Kind. But the firft Difference is 
the moft important of all, 


SYMPTOMS. 


The principal Symptom of a Cancer is the 
Pain which attends it; this may be exceflive 
ot moderate. Whilft it was a fimple Sczr- 
rbhus, without Rarefaction of the indurated 
Lymph, the Parts were fo condenfed and 1m- 
movable, that no Diftraétion or Pain was ob- 
fervable. But as foon as the Tumor begins 
to {well, the nervous Fibres are neceflarily dif 
tended or diftraded, the Continuation of 

| which 
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which gives Room to an habitual Pain ; and very 
often the fudden Ebullition of this included 
Matter in fome Points of the Tumor ex- 
cites darting Pains. The Ofcillations of the 
Arteries are alfo fometimes very fenfible in 
this Evil, particularly if it be attended with 
a Fever, as we learn from the State of the 
Pulfe, Befides thefe various. Pains, there are 
likewife frequently erratic ones in the Can- 
cer, which are. communicated to the adjacent: 
Parts; nay, propagated to a great diftance 
from the Evil, and fometimes the whole 
Length of fome of the Nerves which are dif- 
tributed therein. For we rarely obferve any, | 
acute Pain in general, but is extended farther 
than the Action of its Caufe; all which is. 
plaufibly explained by the Continuation and 
Communication of the Nerves. } 

2, The preceding Pain has alfo its particu- 
lar Effects, and that in Proportion to its Degree 
and Intenfity: Thefe are Reftleffnefs, Watch- 
ings, Indigeftions, &c. which likewife in their 
Turn, produce a flow Fever, Confumption, 
Mara/mus, and the like. Finally, all thefe 
Accidents frequently caufea Dropfy of the Ma- 
trix or Abdomen. 

If the Cancer be occult, the Matrix dif- 
charges nothing but a whitifh Serum; if it be 
open, an Effufion of Icher or purulent Serum 
is always obferved. : 


R 3 Di ac- 
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DIAGNOSTICS, 


The Exiftence. of the Diforder fhould be 
firft learned; this being once difcovered, the 
Species fhould be examined next. , 

1. A hard, renitent, and painful Tumor in 
the Hypogaftrium, preceded by an indolent 
Scirrbus, plainly evinces the Exiftence of a 
Cancer. Thefe you learn by the Touch, Exa- 
mination of the Patient, and fometimes by 
Infpeétion; fome Protuberances and varicofe 
Veins, caufed by the Compreffion of the 
Scirrbus, appearing in the Vagina, or near 
the Os Uteri, From the Similitude thefe va- 
ricofe, Veffels appearing on all Sides, and ter- 
minating in the Scirrhus, have with the Sea- 
Crabb, this Tumor has been called Cancer. 

2, The Species of Cancer are difcovered, 


3. If nothing is difcharged by the Userus, but 


a limpid pellucid Lymph, it is an occult Can- 
cer; if acrid Serum or Ichor appears, the 
Cancer is open. 2. By continual and violent 
Pain, the inveterate Cancer is diftinguifhed 
from a recent one. ‘Fhe other Species of lefs 
Note, as thefe of the Extenfion, Seat, &c. of 
the Evil, are eafily learned. 


PROGNOSTICS: 
Whether the Cancer Uteri be recent or oc- 


cult, inveterate or open, if it be once con- 
firmed, 
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firmed, it isalways incurable; though we have 
fome Obfervations which atteft that there were 
fome Cancers of the Matrix abfolutely cured:: 
Yet I am apt to think, that thefe were rather 
recent and benign Sczrrbi, or incipient Cancers, 
particularly of the venereal Kind, which a- 
lone admits of a radical Cure; though if it be 
inveterate, it is as incurable as any Cancer of 
an other Species, 

The Cancer Uteri being of this Quality, 
no prudent Phyfician will attempt to treat it 
with any other, but with the palliative Me- 
thod. In order to execute this more effica- 
cioufly, we fhould endeavour to know what 
Cancers.continue long, and which kill the Pa-. 
tient early. Of the firft Clafs are all Cancers at- 
tended with little or noPain, which are uniform, 
preferve the fame Uniformity and Figure a long 
Time, and have few or no Inequalities or Pro 
tuberances. Of the fecond Clafs, on the con- 
trary are all Cancers which are exquifitely 
painful, frequently change their Figure, are open 
and ulcerous, difcharge abundance of Ichor, 
for thefe foon corrode and deftroy the Matrix ; 
confequently take away the Patient’s Life very 
fpeedily. Thefe Variations therefore confider- 
ably change the Prognofticks, even with Re- 
gard to the palliative Cure. 3 


CURE. 
All the Refource of Medicine «in. thé Cure 


of a Cancer Uteri, 1s confined, 1. To the Mi- 
R 4 tigation 
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‘tigation of the Pain, internally by Narcotics, 
externally by Anodynes, 2. To the Preven- 
tion of immoderate Hemorrhages, which are 
‘fometimes obfervable in this Evil. 

To proceed methodically, in fulfilling the 
‘two precedent Intentions for a palliating Cure, 
you are, 

1. To preferibe an exact Regimen, forbid- 
ding the Ufe of Flefh, {piritous Liquors, high- 
feafoned Meats, &c. tha Patient on the con- 
trary muft be ‘confined to Rice, Rice-Cream, 
freth Eggs, Gruels, Pottages, ec. | 

2. You are to order a gentle Cathartic, asMaz, 
Ol. Amygd. dul. or a Dilut. Caff. intirely ba- 
nifhi»g {trong and irritating Purgatives, left 
they may augment the Evil, This Purgation _ 
fhould be performed once a Month, 

3. Blecding muft be employed now and 
then; but more abundantly if the Menfrua 
are fuppreffed, and if the Heat and Pain of 
the Matrix be confiderable, than when the 
Menftrua flow, and the Pain is quelled, tho’ 
in all Cafes, it fhould not be omitted. 

4. Let the other Remedies you employ be 
of the alimentary Kind; otherwife, they may 
fatigue and difguft the Patient, by their fre- 
quent Exhibition, Wherefore medicinal Broths, 
in which you boil Rice, Frogs or Cray-fith are 
very ufeful. Jf the Seafon and Patient’s Con- 
. ftitution permit you, let her be confined, for 
intire Nourifhment, to Milk alone, taking 
Cows Milk at her Meals, but Affes Milk in 
the Intervals, If the cannot bear the Milk, 
| let 
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let her ufe in ‘its Place, Ser. Lact. chalybeat. 
or mixed with the fecond Lime-water, or with 
the Juices of Syfymbr. Aquat. Cheerefl. or di- 
ftilled Milk ; or finally, gentle, light, vitriolic 
‘Waters, which will not pall the Stomach, 

We are not to content to ourfelves with in- 
ternal Remedies alone, but we muft alfo have 
anger to external or topical Remedies, as,’ 

Baths and Half-baths,’ The laft are pre- 
fei becaufe they gravitate lefs on the Body; 
but they fhould be neither too hot nor to cold. 
The former attract the Humours too abun- 
dantly to the affeéted Part; the latter excite 
too great a Conftriction therein. The former 
Remedies may alfo give Room to mortal Hes 
morrhages of the Uterus. 

2. If bathing is not convenient, employ a- 
nodyne Injeétions of Succ. Solan, Semperviv. 
Clarificat. ana.2, i}. aut ii), tepide injic. Thefe 
may be injected alone, or contufed in a Mortar 
of Lead, till they become black, being im- 
pregnated with the Particles of that Metal, 
for they become the more anodyne thereby; 
or you may add fome Drops of Mercury to be 
contufed with the whole, that the Injection may 
be compofed at the fame ‘Time of the Juices, 
and Particles of Mercury and Lead; whence 
it becomes the more efficacious, If you de- 
fire to vary your Formule, you may adda 
fmall Quantity of Plumb, Calcinat. or what 
will do better, of Sacchar, Saturn, to the faid 


uice, 
) If 
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If you cannot procure the Juice, order a 
Decoction of the fame Plants, or a ftrong 
Decoction of Frogs, or Sea-Crabs; or add the 
Powder of thefe Animals, or of Toads to be 
mixed with Broths, which you may alfo inje@. 

When the Pain of the Matrix is violent, 
you are to order in the faid Juices, Decoctions 
or Broths, Ceru/s. vel Trochifc. Ald. Rbas 3}. 
aut Syr. pap. Alb. 3%. vel Zj. for every in- 
poe.) h 1h 

If the Cancer be feated in the Neck of the 

Womb, or appear in the Vagina, you may 
boil the faid Juices to a proper Confiftence, 
or add thereunto, as well as to the mentioned 
Broths and Decoctions, a fufficient Quantity 
of Wax, to render them more adhefive, that 
they may remain the longer on the affected 
Part. . 
As to the Remedies which immediately 
check the Pain, they are Narcotics; nay, the 
moft powerful, frequently repeated, or given 
every fourth Hour; but in a imall Dofe, 
The Narcotics’ which fhould be prefcribed 
here, are Lintt. Anodyn. or Laudan. Liquid. 
from vj. to x. Gutt. in the different Liquors 
which the Patient drinks. 

The moft-violent, and commonly mortal 
Accident of this diforder, 1s an immoderate 
Hemorrhage, which fometimes fupervenes 
thro’ the Corrofion of the Blood-veffels, or 
their Rupture, from the fudden burfting of the 
Skin, &e. or from the fudden Rarefaction of 
the fcirrhous Matter, the Veins being at the 

fame 
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fame Time varicofe, or the Arteries aneurif= 
matic: So that the Flux is proportional to the 
Diameter of the ruptured Veflel. It is fome- 
times fo violent, that the Patient inftantly 
dies, or falls into a long Syacope; in which 
laft, you areto have more Confidence in {topping 
the Hemorrhage than in all your Remedies ; 
yet.as it does not continually hold, you muft 
have Recourfe to powerful aftringent or ftyp- 
tic Remedies, of which we. {poke in the im- 
moderate Menfirua. Of this Clafs are Sang. 
Dracon. Gret. Brigantin. Pulv. Balau/ft. or, 
what is preferable and more in Ufe, 4y% 
Rabel. given ad grat. Accidit, in the Patient’s 
Ptifan, &c. Thefe are given internally. 

The external Remedies are frequent Inje- 
ctions of Decoé?. Balauft. aut Cort. Granat. 
boiled in Forge or Smith’s Water; or you 
may inject Succ. Burf’. Paftor. Plantag.. in 
which you diffolve a fufficient. ie of 
Rock-Alum. 


OES far ee Og, 
Of the Dropfy of zhe Uterus. 


HE Name Dropfy, would feem to in- 
timate only one fimple Diforder of the 
Uterus, yet in ftrictnefs it comprehends four ; 
tho’ a Dropfy be commonly defined a Colle- 
lection of Water or fuch like Humour in fome 
Pare 
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Part of the Body; which in the prefent Cafe 
is found in the Matrix, whofe Dropfy is 
four-fold. 1. A Hydrops afcites of the Ute- 
rus, being like that of the Abdomen, 2. Hy- 
drops Hydaticus, or veficular Dropfy of the 
fame. 3. Hydrops Tympaniticus, formed by 
Air, 4. The Oedema of the uterine Tunics, 
which may be alfo called Ana/farca, Leuco- 
phlegmatia, or cedematous Dropfy of the U- 
terus. Thefe four Kinds of Dropfy are juftly 
diftinguifhed in the Matrix; for their Reality 
is averred by Experience and Obfervations; the 
Water and Veficles, or Hydatides in the two 
firft Kinds being frequently difcharged, and the 
Diforders thereby cured; or they are difcovered 
in the Matrix as well as the Oedema, after 
the Patient’s Death. As to the Air, its Exi- 
ftence in the Matrix is as authentically proved 
by the fame Experiments; but particularly in 
the venereal Aétion, wherein it is fometimes 
abundantly difcharged. Now to the Explica- 
tion of each of thefe Species in particular. 
1. Aydrops Afcites: The Caufes of this 
Dropfy evidently appear by confidering the 
Structure of: the Organ, In general, this E- 
vil cannot be formed without the Concurrence 
of two Caufes. 1. A Diftillation of Serum 
or Lymph into the Cavity of the Marrix, 
2, The Obftruction of its Orifice; both 
which we fhall explain in Order, 1. The 
Lymph diftils into the Matrix by Tranfuda- 
tion thro’ the Tunics of its Veflels, or by Fil- 


ration thro’ the uterine Veficles. As to the 
. Tranfudation, 
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Tranfudation, it requires no great Detail, {ee- 
ing Lower’s Experiment has fufficiently proved: 
that it never happens, but when the Circula- 
tion of the Blood or Lymph is intercepted in 
any Part. ‘ Thefe Humours being once retard- 
ed or impeded in their Courfe, they necefia- 
rily diftend their refpective Vefiels. The Coats: 
of thefe Veffels thus enlarged, afford a Paflage 
thro’ the dilated Interftices of their Fibres, to 
the diftending Lymph; whence it iffues gua 
data porta, By the fame Mechanifm hap- 
pen the Dropfies of the Breaft and Abdomen. 

Thefe Principles once laid down, it iseafily 
conceived, that the ufual Impediments of the: 
Circulation of the Lymph and Blood in the 
Uterus, are the fcirrhous Tumours, Tubercles, 
Cicatrices, hard Callofities, incifted Tumours, 
nay, violent and repeated Convulfion of the fame. 
Organ, whereby its Fibres acquire at length an’ 
habitual or permanent Contraction.: 2. The 
Philtration of the Lymph thro’ the uterine 
Veficles doth happen by the fame Mechanifm. 
Thefe are intended by Nature, as we fre- 
quently remarked, for the Secretion of the 
Milk: But if this becomes too liquid and Serous, 
thro’ a redundant Lymph, and that the Matrix 
is at the fame Time confiderably relaxed, the 
Lymph or Serum will be preternaturally effufed 
into the Cavity of the Matrix. This Accident 
is common in an habitual Fluor Albus or Lym- 
phaticus, But, as we obferved before, it is not 
enough that the Serwm is difcharged into this 
Cavity, if it be not retained therein ; wherefore 
we 
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we come to the fecond Clafs of Caufes, or 
thofe which obftruct the Os Uterz.  _ 

All the Orifices or Paflages of the human 
Body are ftopped or effaced only, by three 
Caufes, 1. By Obftruction. 2. By Compref- 
fion. 3. By Conftriction. 1, Every Obftru- 
ction is produced by a vifcid glutinous Matter, 
as it happens here. 2. The Compreffion is 
owing to Scirrbz, Tubercles, Callofities, and 
fuch like Tumors of the Matrix. 3. Con- 
firiction proceeds from the convulfive and per- 
manent Contraction of the Fibres of the Ma- 
trix, as we obferve in exceflive Venery: Seve- 
ral obfervations confirm the Reality of all thefe . 
Caufes. But you muft not expect that the 
ObftruGtion, Compreflion, and Conftriction of 
this Organ, always concur to the Produétion 
-of this Dropfy, tho’ fometimes two or more 
of them may be combined together. _ Yet one 
alone,.as the Obftruction or Compretiion, Ge. 
along with the Obturation of the Os Ureri, is 
fufficient to create it; for without the laft, the 
Water will iffue out as faft as it is difcharged 
into the Matrix; confequently no Dropfy wilk 
happen, as we fee in an habitual Fluor Lympha- 
ticus. We alfo find that the Os Uferz is ftapped, 
without any Droply in Confequence thereof; 
becaufe the Lymph does not diftill into the 
Matrix, fo the Obftruction of its Orifice, and 
the Tranfudatson .of the Serum at the fame 
‘Time, fhould concur, to give Rife to the Dif 
order. : | 
7 2, EHy~. 
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2. Hydrops Matricis Hydatidicus, ‘This 
confifts in a great Number of Veficles of. a 
very thin, membranaceous and pellucid Tex- 
ture, filled with a tranfparent Serum or Lymph. 
The Antients were furprized at thefe turgid, 
and. as it were floating Bodies,: for want of 
knowing their Origin. ° But modetn Anatomy 
has difperfed this Cloud, by informing us that 
they are nothing elfe, but the fwelled Inter- 
{tices betwixt the Valvule of the lymphatic 
Veffels, thro’ fome Obftructions formed in or 
near thefe’Valves; fo that the Number of lym- 
phatic Veficule is proportional to that of the 
obftructed Vefiels, ‘The intercepted Courfe of 
the Lymph therefore is owing to the Com- 
preflion or Obftruction of the lymphatic Vef- 
fels: But this Compreffion muft be very gen- 
tle, or capable to comprefs only the moft ten- 
det and yielding Veffels, fuch as the Lympha- 
tics; for if the Blood- Veffels were comprefled 
thereby, a fanguine Inflammation would rather 
fupervene. TheféPrinciples once laid down, itis 
evident, that Hydatides may be as well en- 
gendred in the Matrix, as in any other Part 
of the Body; feeing that Organ Is abundantly 
furnifhed with Lymphatics, particularly in 
its concave Part, where the dilated Veffels 
meet lefs Refiftance: Nor is the Occlufion of 
the Os Uteri neceflary for the Formation of 
this Kind of Dropfy, feeing the Serum is in- 
cluded in thofe Receptacles. All this is found- 
ed upon Experience, as we are affured. More- 
over, Obfervations tell us, that thefe lympha- 
: tic 
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tic Veficles have been frequently difcharged out 
of the Matrix ; others fuftaining a contrary Sen- 
timent, affirm, that they are deftroyed or burfted 
therein, and their Contents only expreffed, the 
thin Membranes fill adhering to the Matrix, 
on whofe Surface thefe pendulous Bodies were 
obferved, as they fay; but I doubt very much 
the Reality of fuch Veficles. I have, I own, 

met with a Patient, who waited on a Lady 
of Quality; this Patient had a growing Tu- 
mour in the Region of the Uferus; but 
did not know to what to attribute it, She 
confulted me. I examined her Diforder, and 
as ] thought, I difcovered an Infant in the 
Womb: Yet as the Cafe was very doubtful, 

I durft not make any decifive Judgment there- 
upon, efpecially till I learned more of the Pa- 
tient’s Miftrefs, €&c. becaufe fhe told me that 
fhe was not die el» which rendred the Mat- 
ter the more delicate; but for want of farther 
Informations at that Juncture, and being im- 
portuned by the Patient, I was obliged to pre- 
fcribe fome Remedies to amufe her till my 
next Vilit, which was foon after; at which 
Time the Patient told me, to my Aftonith- 
ment, that my. Remedies ‘did Miracles, and 
that fhe difcharged fomething extraordinary 
out ofthe Womb. This examined, and found 
it to be an Infant, with hisInteguments intirely 
covered with Hydatides ; which when I thew-. 
ed her, fhe acknowleged that fhe was mar- 
ried, and that fhe was obliged to conceal it, 

deft her Miftrefs fhould, not receive her he 
her 
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her-Service, if the knew any: thing of the 
Matter. This Effect of my Remedies fur- 
prized. me the more becaufe they were very 
gentle, indifferent Things, which I ordered 
with no other View but to borrow more Time. 

This Accident, with a great many more of 
the fameKind, which I have obferved, convinced 
me at length, that the Hydatzdes of the Matrix 
were of thisSpecies, vzz. formed in the Integu- 
ments of the Infant, or Mola; and that the 
lymphatic Velicles formed in the very .Ma- 
trix, are either fictitious, or at leaft feldom 
obferved, 

3. Tympanites or “Hydrops T' ‘ympaniticus: 
This Dropfy of the Matrix is as real as any 
of the former. It is a windy Tumour, and 
has been frequently miftaken for Pregnancy. 
It may be formed two Ways: 1. By the fim- 
ple Rarefaction of the Air in the Cavity of 
the Matrix, or in its Fluids. 2. By its Fil- 
tration into this Cavity. ak 

1. It is as reafonable to think, that the Air 
is by Heat elevated and difingaged from the 
Humours diftilled into the Cavity of the Ma- 
trix, as it is from boiling Water by the Heat 
of Fire; feeing many Experiments prove the 
Exiftence of a great Quantity of Air in both 
Humours.. To this Affection Women of a hot 
bilious and acrid Temperament are very fub- 
ject; fuch as are difpofed to frequent venereal 
Convulfions have. a Phlogofis of the Uterus, 
as.at the Time of Menftruation, or a very 

S 3 hot 
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hot and eryfipelatous Itching of the fame Or~ 
an. 
: 2. The Air may be collected in the Cavity 
of the Uterus by Filtration ; for as the Blood, 
contains a great Quantity of aerial Particles, 
why fhould not they be fecerned therefrom, ~ 
as. well asthe Bile, Urine, and all other Secre- 
tions? This is no Conjecture, but Matter of 
Fact; for we find a certain Quantity of Air 
in the internal Ear, or in the Canales Semi- 
circulares. This fome Authors call Aer In- 
natus, being contained there from our very O- 
rigin. Yet this Air has no Communication 
with the external Air; for I don’t underftand 
here the Air of the Cavitas Tympani, which 
communicates with the external Air by the 
the Aqueduct of Sz/vius. But this Air grows 
in proportion to the Organ, or Receptacle 
which contains it; confequently it is fecerned 
from the Blood. The fame Thing may be 
faid of fome frefh-water Fifhes, which have 
a Veficle full of Air in the Cavity of their 
Ear, which encreafes in Proportion to the 
Growth of. the Animal. Do not we obferve 
the fame Thing in the human Body? For 
what is the Tumour of the Tefticles called 
Pueumatocele, but a Collection of Air betwixt 
the. Membranes of thofe Organs? Yet all this 
muft-be neceflarily derived from the Blood, 
and lodged in thofe Parts by Filtration. But 
how comes this to pafs? It happens as often 
as the Blood is, 1. Dry, refinous, and defti- 
tute of Serofity to a certain Degree. 2, When 
. the 
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the Pores of the uterine Glands or other Vet 
felg are dry; for then the Air eafily efeapes, 
Thefe two Principles once laid down, nothing is 
eafier than to conceive the Filtfation of the 
Air in the faid Cafes, 

4. Ocdema; Hydrops Oedematofus, or Anafarca 
Matricis. This is obferveable in an inveterate 
Fluor Albus; and happens by the fame Me- 
chanifm as the Oedema of the Feet, &c. 
whofe Explication is very eafy; and which we 
have ate aa hinted at, 
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Thefe Accidents have nothing particular 
from the Dropfies of other Parts, in general, 

1. The Volume of the Urevus.i is auisthented 
in all thefe Species of Dropfy: 

2 The Weight of this Organi grows: in 
Proportion to its Bulk in all the Dropfies, but 
in the Lympanites. 

. The Patient cannot walle witout great 
Difiiculty. She alfo fuffers by lying on the 
well Side, thro’ the DiftraGtion of the diftend=- 
ed Uterus, which in that Situation is not fup- 
ported. 

4. Her Refpiration is very difficalt, the Di- 
aphragm being :preffed into the Cavity of the 
Breaft by. the Volume of the Uterus. ‘This 
Difficulty is fometimes fo great, that the Pa: 
tient is threatened with Suffocation, whenice 
fhe cannot fit upright in her'Chair, 

S 2 Sa) Fa oe 
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5. Finally, this Dropfy frequently becomes 
univerfal, induces flow Fever, Marafmus, &e. 


DIAGNOSTICS; 


A Detail of the diagnoftic Signs of this Dif- 
order, is not only long but intricate; for the | 
~Dropfy of the Uterus fhould be, 1. Diftin- 
guifhed from that of the Abdomen or Afcites, 
from Pregnancy, le and all other Tu- 
mours of the Matrix. 2. All the Species of 
ire Dropfy fhould be dithinguithed from each 
other. 

1. The Dropfy of the Matrix is diftinguifh- 
ed from.that of the lower Belly, by the Ex- 
tenfion of the Tumour; which in the former 
is prominent, circumfcribed, round, and con- 
fined to the Region of the Uterus; whilft in 
the latter, the whole Abdomen is equally tumi- 
fied... In the Dropfy of the Uterus the Tumour 
is always {pherical, whether it be recent or 
inveterate; but'in the incipient Dropfy of the 
Abdomen, the Belly is flat. Moreover, by 
examining the Matrix, by the Touch, or by 
the Help: of the Speculum Uter1, if the Drop- 
fy be confined to the Abdomen, the Os Utert 
and other Parts of the Matrix are,in their 
natural. State and. Situation; -but |if it be a 
_ Dropfy, of this Organ, the Vagina, Os Ute- 
rinum, €c, are foft, relaxed, and this, Ori 
fice confiderably depreffed or advanced inte 
the Vagina, by: ther proper Weight of the 
Matrix. 

2, This 
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2. This Dropfy has ‘been very frequently 
confounded with Pregnancy, nor are they ea- 
fily diftinguifhed: Yet 1. By examining. the 
State of the Uterus, the Matter is not fo dif- 
ficult; for in the Dropfy it is perfectly round 
and fpherical ; ‘but in Pregnancy, the Infant’s 
Head makes a fenfible Elevation near the Na- 
vel, whilft the reft of the Region of the Womb 
is flat. 2. Thefe two Cafes are diftinguifhed 
by their Symptoms; for in the Dropfy, the 
Menfirua are intirely fuppreffed, but feldom 
in Pregnancy, before the fecond or third 
Month. About the third or fourth Month, the 
‘Symptoms of, Pregnancy, which preceded, 
alfo help ‘to diftinguifh thefe two Affections.; 

thefe Symptoms, I fay, vanith about that Time: 
_ But they daily augment with the growing 
Dropfy, ‘in which alfo the Breafts are foft and 
flaccid, whilft they are full and {welled in 
Pregnancy. Tf all thefe Signs be {till equivo- 
cal, wait till the third or fourth Month of 
Pregnancy, and the’ Motion of the Infant. in 
the Womb will. decifively convince you of 
the ron. 

3. The Dropfy of the Uterus is diftinguith- 
ed from: the Sczrrbz and fcirrhous Tumours 
of the fame Organ, in as much as thefe Tu- 
Mours are always in the Sides, never in the 
Middle of the Matrix, as the Dropfy appears. 
Moreover, the Volume of thefe Scirrhz is 
- much lefs than that of the Dropfy: They 
are alfo irregular, and never round as this 
Dropfy. Finally, by the Touch we difcover 

be their 
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their fuperior Hardnefs, Renitency and Ine- 
quality; while the uterine Dropfy is foft, yields 
to the Touch, and is regularly {pherical. 
Tne Species ‘of the Dropfy of the Uterus 
are Srtinet aes from each other, as follow- 
eth: 3. The A/cites, veficular Dropfy and 
Didier of this Organ, are diftinguifhed by 
their greater Weight and Diftraction, from the 
Tympanites of the fame Part, ‘Moreover, this 
windy Tumour ‘grows. larger or {maller, ac- 
cording to the Degrees of Heat or Cold, to 
which the Patient is expofed : For Heat rarifies 
the included Air and augments, ‘the ‘Tumour ; 
but Cold condentes the Air and leflens the Tu. 
mout ; as we obferve in a Bladder filled, with 
Air and expofed to the fame Varieties of Heat 
and Cold. © But none of thefe Phenomena are 
* obferyable in the other, Species of. this Droply, 
As to the Diftinétion of the Afeites. and a 
cular Dropfy ¢ of ‘the _ Matrix, the Symp toms 
of both being the fame, I. know, no. ethod 
of fixing it; fo mb leave it to be decided. by 
your own good Senfe, Knowledge of the Parts, 
and a ftriét Scrutiny. The Oedema of the U- 
terus is diftinguifhed from all, the.other Kinds 
of Dropfy, by the ‘continual Fluor Albus or 
Lympbaticus, which attends it; the Os Utera 
is open and relaxed, but the Tumour alate 
fubfitts, 
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PROGNOSTICS. 


The Dropfy of the Uterus is very difficult 
to be removed for two Reafons, 1. By its own 
Nature, 2. By its Caufes. For what is more 
difficult, not only todifcover, but alfo to cure 
than the Scirrhous Tumors, ‘'Tubercles, Ob- 
{ftruction, Relaxation, &c. of the Matrix. The 
Nature of the Diforder affords alfo very little 
Hopes ofa Cure. For how difficult is it to re- 
duce and return the ftagnant Serofities into the 
Blood, toprevent its future Extravafation, and to 
evacuate the remaining Lymph? If you except 
only a few, the reft of the Prognoftics are 
the fame with the A/cites of the lower Belly. 

Befides the Obftinacy and Danger of this 
Diforder, with Regard to its Nature and Cau- 
fes, it is {till worfe, if we confider its Confe- 
quences, For what is more threatning than 
univerfal Dropfy, Leucophlegmatia, flow Fe- 
ver, Mara/mus, &c. which are the natural 
Offspring of an inveterate Dropfy of the Uterus. 
Moreover the Confequences of the Caufes are 
as fatal:. Such are Cancers, {purious Suppura- 
tion, &c. which fupervene from the Scirrhous 
Tubercles; &c. of this Organ. 

But this Dropfy in General is not fo dan- 
gerous as that of the édomen, for the Quan- 
tity of ftagnant Serum is lefs here: Confe- 
quently the Patient, as Experience proves, will 
fupport it the longer. Moreover in the Drop- 
fy. of the Matrix, the Serum aéts only in one 

S 4 Part, 
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Part. But in that of the Abdomen all the Parts 
therein contain’d fuffer by Putrefa€tion, Gan- 
grene, &c, Finally, the Caufes of the abdomi- 
nal Dropty are commonly more inveterate, as 
are the Obitructions, Sczrrhi,’ We, of the 
Liver, _ 

~ Inthe next Place we are.ta ‘ontten the va- 
rious Dangers, Advantages or Difadvantages of 
the different Species of this Dropfy.’ ‘Thus, 1. 
the moft ‘tolerable and leaft dangerous of all is 
the Tympanites, For it does’ not fo’ much 
incommode the Patient in her daily Labours, 
being light and fupportable. 2. The Hydrops 
Hydatidicus is famewhat worfe, but ‘not fo 
troublefome or dangerous as the’ A/cites Urert ; 
becaufe the Se*um is contained in thofe Veficles, 
whereby its Action on the Surface of the Ma- 
trix is. prevented: Yet the Weight. is much 
the fame in both Kinds. 3. The Oedema'is next 
in Degree of Danger and Inconveniency, which 
has the Effects we explained i in the Fluor Lym- 
phaticus ; yet it isin fome Refpeéts lefs dange- 
rous than the preceding. 4. And laftly, the 
worft and moit pernicious of all is the A/cites 
Uteri, For the extravafated® Serum: relaxes 
more and more the Matrix, corrodes:its Sub. 
{tance and finally throws it into a Gangrene 
or Sphacelus whence inevitable sarap: 


Cure. 


The Cure of the Hydreps Uteri is'not éfily 
long but confufed, For there are four diftinct 
Difor- 
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Diforders, as we obferved, to be treated there- 
in. Yet for the Sake of Order, and to abridge the 
Cure, I fhall, 1. refer the Treatment of the 
Hydatides to that of the Mola. 2. The Hy- 
drops Oedematofus 1 have treated in {peaking 
of the Fluor Lympbhaticus. Wherefore Vil 
{peak at Prefent only of the A/cites & Tympa- 
nites Uterz. 

In the Cure of the 4/cites we fhould pro- 
pofe to our felves two Views, 1. to remove the 
Obftruétions or Impediments of the Os Uferz, 
which isa kind of Pundture. If this cannot 
be performed, we are to come to the next 
View. 2. Toreturn or abforb the ftagnant 
Serum into the Courfe of Circulation, 

The firft Indication.is fulfilled by the'Help 
of a Canula introduced into the Os Uteri. This 
_ Inftrument fhould be obtufe, round and perfo- 
rated in its Sides, not in its very Extremity, left 
the vifcid Matter in the Os Ufer7, €c. fhould 
{top or obftruct it, This Operation is very 
ealy, if the faid Orifice be only obftructed 
with a mucilaginous vifcid Humour. But if 
the Paflage be ftopped by Compreffion from 
Scirrbi, Tubercles, Cicatrices or the like, 
it is almoft impracticable, thro’ the Refiftance 
of the Tumors. If you are fo happy as: to 
perform this Operation, the next Thing that 
naturally prefents it felf is to remove the 
Caufes. But if you mifcarry, you muft pre- 
fcribe fome other Methods of opening the Paf- 
fage and difcharging the Water, which is 
fometimes done by hard riding, or violent 
( Shocks 


r 
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Shocks otherwife procured; none of which are 
fo efficacious as the Canula, yet you mutt 
have Recourfe to them. Such are Cathar- 
tics, Emetics, or if thefe wont be fuffici- 
ent, you may order acrid irritating Remedies, 
which ftimulate the Matrix, and throw it 
into convulfive Contraétions, that thereby the 
Water contained in its Cavity, may be expref- 
fed. ‘Thus we order ftimulating Remedies 
to be injected into the Rec/um, in order to pro- 
mote its Contraction and the Exclufion of its 
Contents. Three different Forms of Remedies 
are employed for this Purpofe. vz. Injections, 
Peffaries, and Perfumes. 

Thefe Injections are made of Decoét. Rad. 
Afar. 3uj. Sem. Sabin, 33. Calaminth. Pug. }. 
add. fi neceffe ef, Sem. Cumin. Pug. j. Let the 
whole Injection confift only of four or five 
Ounces; adding to every Injection a little of 
fome irritating Oil, as O/. Irin. 

If you obferve the Water to diftil never fa 
little, you may continue the Ule of thefe Re- 
medies. If not you may have Recourfe to 

Peffaries made of Pu/v. Colocinth. 4}. Sal. 
Petr, 4f. Mechoacan. 3}. boiled with Honey, 
or Pulv. Rad. Ciclamin. Ejul. Ana 3}. Sem. Ni- 
gel. Rom, An 33}. which you alfo prepare with | 
Honey. Thefe you convey into the Vagina 
or Reétum. 

Perfumes or Suffumigations are likewife 
made of the fame Remedies reduced to pow- 
der, adding the Powder of Nutmeg, all which 
you fprinkle on the Coals, that their Fumes 

may 
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may be received into the Vagina. Thefe do 
powerfully excite the Contractions of the Ure- 
rus, {fo as to caufe very frequent and abundant 
Pollutions, But the Canu/a is {till preferable to 
all of them. Yet if all thefe Methods fail of 
promoting the Eruption of the Water, to try 
all Means, you muft ftill recur to more un- 
certain and tedious Remedies, fuch as — 

1. Strong Cathartics of the Clafs of Hydra- 

gogues, as the Circumftances will demand, Of 
this kind are Turbith. gummos. Diagryd. Men 
choacan. Scammon. ‘falap. Sc. You are always 
to begin with a {mall Dofe, fill augmenting 
the fame pro re nata, v.g. you begin with 
Jalap or Scammony to xv Grainsonly. But I 
would always. recommend to add fome Salt 
to every Dofe of thefe refinous Purgatives, 
that they may. adhere the lefs to the Inte- 
{tins. Sal. Tart. to x Grains is ufeful here, 
_ Some recommend the 44. Vit, German, as 
a very. efficacious Hydragogue. This is the 
Tindture of Falap. and Irid. Florentin, extra- 
ced with Spirit of Wine. Its Dofe is from 
3iij to. Zvj. or as {ome give it to 3}. 

In the Intervals of Purgation, the Patient 
fhould ufe aperitive Broths of Rad. Eryng. 
Anon. Rub. Tinétor. Petrofelin. Ap. an Qunce 
of each, if. you employ but three at a Time. 
Or you may make thefe Broths of Fo/. Cherefol. 

Sy/ymbr. aquat, Scolopendr. Ceterac. imo Capill. 
-omnium. To thefe.you may add, if you like, 
Milleped. Sal, Glauber. Arcan. duplicat. Some 
Phyficians of more Affurance add Fo/, Sabin. 


5 bite 
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to the fame Broths, but they are too irritating; 
therefore I never make ufe of them for this | 
Purpofe, 

If the Patients Diforder or Tafte demands 
other Remedies, you may vary your Prefcrip- 
tions, and order Boles of the aperitive Prepa- 
rations of Iron or Mercury, which I think fuf- 
ficient to propofe in General, having treated of 
the particular Remedies of thofe Claffes in the 
Scirrbi, @c. of the Uterus. To thefe you 
may add. Pulv. Milleped. Sal. Glaubr. Arcan., 
duplicat. or, what fome infinitely efteem and 
recommend as a great deobftruent and diuretic, 
Borax to xxv. gr. it is frequently combined 
with Pulv, Croc. orient. ad gr. xij. quib. add. 
Parum Pulv. Sabin. But I would advife you 
to be always very careful in the Quantity of 
ambiguous Remedies, ordering rather a half 
than the full Dofe of them, 

Sudorifics fhould not be neglected in 1 the Cure 
of this Diforder. So, you may recommend 
the ‘FufculViperin, Decoétion of theWoods, &c. 

Next to thefe Remedies, you are to employ, 
1. Fomentations and half Baths of the De- 
coctions of Bryon.Cucum. Silvefir. Bacc. Laur. 
& Funiper. Fol. Agrimon. Flor. Ebul. or thefe 
may for Efficacy’s Sake, be boiledina Lixivium 
Sarmentor. nor would | recommend this Bath 
to afcend higher than to the Patients Privities 
or Offa Pubis. 2, Clyfters ex Decoct. Matricar. 
Artemis, & Puleg, quib, add. Ol. Nuc.For this 
is a powerful Diuretic. 3. Platters applied to — 
the ‘hte ah of the Uterus ; tho’ their Efficacy 

18 
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is weakned by the Number of Integuments 
which cover the affected Part; yet they are 
ufeful. The moft in Vogue for this Purpofe, 
is Emplafir. de Bacc. Laur, which is alfoa 
confiderable Diuretic. 

Thefe are all the Remedies I know for the 
Cure of the Afcites Uter7, The internal Reme- 
dies hitherto mentioned are principally employ- 
ed when the Canula has no Effect on the Os 
Uteri ; which, I own are very tedious and of 
a doubtful Iffue. But that Operation is the 
chiefeft and moft curative, feeing it procures 
a Paflage for the Difcharge of the Serum as 
faft as it is diftilled into the Cavity of the Ma- 
trix, As for the Puncture of the Uferus in 
any other Part when the Cazu/a has no Effe@, 
I would not recommend it: Becaufe it 1s, at 
moft, 41. Buta palliative Remedy. 2. It can 
hardly be performed without Violence in this 
Cafe, the Matrix being naturally of a very 
hard and compact Texture. 3. The Confe- 
quences of Pun@ure in a nervous fenfible Part, 
as the Mafrix is, are known to all the World 
to be very pernicious. Before I quit this Sub- 
ject, it will not be amifs to fay fomething 
of the Treatment of the Lympanites Utert; 
which in general is much the fame with the pre- 
cedent, their Caufes being much the fame, only 
that the Conftitution of the Blood in the Zym- 
panites requires fome particular Reflections, be- 
ing very dry and refinous; confequently is dif- 
ypofed to create Heat or Inflammation in the 
Uterus. Wherefore its Remedies, tho’ the 
| fame 
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fame with the foregoing, demand foie par- 
ticular Modifications with Regard to that In- 
flammatory Difpofition, So the Cathattics 
and Aperitives employed in this Species fhould 
be milder than thofe ufed in the former. Nor 
fhould they be ever exhibited without the 
Ufe. of Diluents, which fhould be very: fre- 
quent, Here you may employ: full Baths to 
the very Neck, even of warm Water: For no- 
thing is more ‘efficacious and agreeable to the » 
Patients Condition: Afterwards you may re- 
commend mineral Waters. 

If the Uterus be hot and painful, and that 
a Fever, high Pulfe, &c. are kindled, fufpend 
the Ufe of all heating and aperitive Remedies, 
bleed frequently, let the Patient drink abun- 
dantly of cooling diluting Liquors; nay you 
may confine her, if Neceffity require, to Milk 
Diet alone, 


CA A Ps ee 
Of the Procidentia Uteri. 


HIS is alfo called Pro/ap/us, Defeenfus, 

&Fc, Uteri. It is a very common Difor- 

der. The Uterus therein prefents itfelf in the 

Vagina, betwixt the Labia Pudendorum, or is 
intirely prominent and vifible out of the Vulva. 

The vaginal Membrane may have thefe 
different Degrees of a Prolapfus, as its thinand 

corrugated ‘Texture proves, when vifible, Some- 

times 
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times it is the vety Body of the Matrix that 
appears thus. Hence there are two Kinds 
of Procidentia to be remark’d here, the one — 
of the Vagina, the other of the Uterus. The 
Part of the Vagina that falls out is only a 
Duplicature commonly of one Part of its 
internal Membrane. As to the Uterus, tho’ 
its Body thus appears, it is never inverted, as 
fome Authors imagine. 


CAUSES. 


1. A Part or Portion of the Vagina falls out, 
thro’ its Relaxation and Diftention, juft as Part 
of the Membrane of the Inteftins falls out in the 
Anus of Children, thro’ its Laxity. The 
Caufes of this Relaxation are difficult Births 
of all Kinds, whether thro’ the ill Situation 
of the infant in the Womb, his monftrcus Size, 
€Fc. or any other Cafe that requires the violent 
Introdu@tion of the Midwife’s Hand.- Thus 
the external Tunic of the Vagina is over di- 
{tended, relaxed, and as it were gathered into 
Folds, whilft the internal or carnous Tunic 
contracts itfelf. Hence the Former is by De- 
grees lengthened and advanced to the Vulva, 
The fame Thing may proceed'from an habi- 
tual Fluor Albus of the Matrix or Vagina, 
For the Vagina is hereby perpetually bathed 
and relaxed. Hence we rarely obferve an in- 
veterate Fluor Albus without a Procidentia 
Uteri. As the Alvi Proctdentia happens in 
‘Confequence of habitual ferous Diarrhceas, or 
in weak and reduced Subjects, 2: The 
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2. The Matrix falls out of its Place, yet. 
is never inverted, as we faid before. But its 
Weight pufhes and advances the vaginal Mem- 
brane before it, fo that its Body appears ex- 
ternally, with the Os Uteri externum expoled 
to the Eye and Tact... Nor isit probable that 
this great and compact Body fhould be fo re- 
faxed and difpofed, as to pafs thro’ this Orifice 
in its Inverfion, as feveral Authors would have 
it, for Reafon and Experience run counter to 
their Sentiment; yet they zealoufly fuftained 
not only this Syftem, but alfo fought for fome 
Caufes of Relaxation in the Ligaments of this 
Organ, whofe Laxity, they pretend, gives 
Room to the Procidence of the Userus, being 
incapable to retain it any longer in its proper 
Situation. But tho’ I granted thefe Authors 
their darling Relaxation, it would ‘prove no- 
thing. For-thefe Ligaments, tho’ well con- 
ditioned, - particularly the round ones, contri- 
bute rather to pull down the Matrix. As to 
the broad Ligaments, being a Production of 
the Peritoneum, they are always {fo lax as to 
be incapable of fufpending fuch a weighty 
Body as the Matrix. What I have advanced 
about the Fundtion of the Ligamenta rotunda 
is evident to any fenfible Perfon, by confidering 
their Direction, Origin and Infertion, as Ana- 
tomy teaches, Wherefore I hold that the 
Matrix is retained in its natural Place and 
Situation by the ambient Parts, its Adhefion 
thereunto, and its own Bulk. Juft as the 

Inteftins are in their proper Place by the en- 
| vironnig 
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vironing Parts without the Help of any Li- 
gaments: But when the Vagina is fo relaxed 
as to give way to the incumbent Weight of 
the Urerus, a Procidentia of this Organ will 
fupervene; juft as a Rupture of the Inteftines 
doth happen in Confequence of. the Relaxa- 
tion of the Annuli of the abdominal Mutcles, 
So that according to the Intenfity of this Re- 
laxation the different Degrees of Rupture or 
Procidentia willarrive. The Genuine Caufes 
therefore of the Uterz Procidentia are fuch as 
create the Relaxation and Diftention of the 
Vagina; as all difficult Births which require 
the Introduction of the Midwife’s Hand; ha- 
bitual Fluor Albus; and the reft as in the 

Caufes of the Relaxation of the Vagina. 
From what we have hitherto faid of this 
Affection, it appears that Virgins and fuch-as 
never underwent the Operations, Births, Ge. 
abovefaid are very rarely fubject to this Diforder, 
if a confiderable Vice of Conformation of their 
Parts of Generation does not concur thereunto. 
_. ‘The preceding vicious Difpofitions of theMa- 
trix and Vagina once laid down, the occafional 
Caufes which promote as well the Rupture of . 
the Inteftines, as the ProcidentiaUterz, are violent 
coughing, as in inveterate Rheums; vehement 
Sneezing, Vomiting, repeated and {trong Con- 
tractions of the Diaphragm and abdominal 
Mut{cles in the Excretion of the Feces; Strokes, 
Contufions, or. Falls on the Region of the 
Uterus, &c. But thefe. Caufes alone and of 
themfelves are incapable of producing this Dif- 
: agg. 3 | order ; 
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order; fo the preceding Difpofitions are effen- 
tial to its Rife. 


DIFFERENCES, 


The Procidentia Uteri is twofold. The 
one of the internal Membrane of the Vz agina ; 
the other of the Body of the Womb. Each 
of thefe Species is threefold, or rather compre- 
hends three Degrees of Prolap/is, Thus the 
Fall of the vaginal Membrane is incipient, 
when a Duplicature or Fold thereof begins 
to advance in the Vagina: It is incomplete 
when the Membrane begins to appear near the 
Orifice of the Vagina: And finally complete, 
when it falls quite out of the Vagina and ap- 
pears like a flefhy Bag. The Prolap/us of the 
Body of the Uterus may go thro’ the fame 
Degrees, till it appears likewife externally, 
Thus the Rupture of the Inteftines is faid to 
be incipient, when they form a {mall ‘Tumor 
in the Annuli of the abdominal Mufcles. It 
is incomplete, when the Inteftines are a little 
advanced into the Production of the Periéo- 
LL which covers the fpermatic or feminal 
bee" Laftly it is complete, when they falk » 
in or near the Scrotum. 


SYMPTOMS, 


1. More or lefs Pain according to the De- 
gree and Intenfity of the Prolap/us, This 
{prings from the Diftraction of the Vagina 


and 
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aiid other fenfible Parts, to which the Mzerix 
is connected, thro’ the defcending Weight of 
this Part, 

2. Whether the Prolapfus be complete or 
incomplete, fo that the Matrix is in the 
Vulva or betwixt the Labia Pudendorum, its 
Veffels are {fo comprefied, particularly the 
Veins which are lefs elaftic and yield more 
than the Arteries, that an Inflammation of the 
propending Part commonly enfues. 

3. If the Matrix remains for a confidera- 

ble Time in that Situation, the Compreffion 
ftill remaining, it turns into a Gangrene; or by 
the continual Afflux and Stagnation of the 
Lymph, the Part being always expofed to the 
Cold and: other Injuries of the Air, it becomes 
Scirrhous. 
. 4. The f{cirrhous Urerus thus abandoned or 
left to itfelf frequently becomes carcinomatous, 
from the Heat and Acrimony of the Urine, to 
which the propending Part is continually ex- 
pofed. . tal ' 

5. The Uterus, efpecially the Part thereof 
which ‘is near the Ladia Vulva, is ulce- 
rated, from the Acrimony of the fcalding U- 
rine. 

"6. The Patient fuffers very much in making 
Urine or going to Stool, from the Compreffion 
of the Reéfum and Vefica by the Uterus, 

7. Finally, fome general or univerfal Acci- 
dents fupervene in this Affection, which it has 
in common with a great many other Difor- 

Livia : ders. 
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ders. Thefe are univerfal or particular Drop- 
fies, flow Fever, Mara/mus, Se. 


DraGNoSs TICS, 


In this Article, we are to diftinguifh, 1. The 
Prolapfus Utert from that of the Vagina. 
2. An incipient Procidentia from a complete 
one. | 
1. The Defcent of the Vagina is known 
by its Softnefs, thin and membranous Texture, 
that it is full of Folds and irregular, not 
round like the Matrix. Nor do you find 
any Hole or Orifice in it, as you do in that 
Organ: Moreover its Bulk is much _lefs 
than that of the Uterus. To which add, that 
in the Defcent of the Vagina, you can make 
the Round thereof by introducing your Finger, 
which you cannot do in the Proczdentia Uteri. 

2. By the oppofite Qualities you learn the 
Defcent of the Matrix, For you difcover 
a Hole or Orifice in this, its Volume is greater, 
more round and {mooth than the Former. 
Nor can you make the Circle of the Vagina 
with your Finger, in this Prolap/us Uterz, 

As to the Diftin@tion of the complete from 
the incomplete Prolapfion, itis very eafy, from 
what we have faid; as alfo to know when 
the collapfed Uferus is inflamed, {cirrhous or 
carcinomatous, &c, | 
_ But the Difficulty is not only much greater, 
but of more Importance to difcover an im- 
minent Prolapfus, .in) order to Rigen 

et 
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Yet, if the Patient feels a dull and gravative 
Pain in the Region of the Uterus, preternatu- 
ral Weight, Diftraction, Difficulty of walking 
and the Pain augmented thereby; if, finally, 
by introducing the Finger into the Vagina, 
you can eafily touch the Orifice of thé Uferus, 
and that the Vagina is very fhort; moreover, 
if the mentioned Caufes of this Prolap/us 
or fome of them have preceded; you may 
conclude that a Procidentia Uteri will foon 
happen. | 
I know no Cafe wherein you may be deceiy’d 
in examining the Exiftence of this Diforder, 
but the following, which I once met with 
in my Praétice. I was fent for to vifit a 
Woman of about fifty Years old; who. had 
feveral Children, and afterwards a large 
and habitual P/uor Albus, in whofe Vagina 
appeared at Length a large Tumor weigh- 
ing about five Pounds. It was white, {mooth, 
fpherical and very like the Uterus, tho’ feve- 
ral Reafons gave me room to fufpect that it 
was not that Organ. Yet I concluded at 
length, with an experienced Surgeon, that. 
it fhould be reduced to its natural Seat: But 
as it was pendulous out of the Vagina, and 
that its Bulk was too great, all our Pains were - 
loft in this Attempt: Moreover, it had no. 
proper Place to receive it, as is manifeft, fee- 
ing the Matrix remained in its proper Seat, 
But this Tumor being menaced with Morti- 
fication, we agreed that it fhould be extir- 
pated, This we did by a ftrait Ligature of 
Bec. filk 


¢ 
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filk waxed Thread which we tied about the’ 
Peduncle of the Tumor. So that it fell off in 
a {mall Time, and was happily cured by the 
common Method of other Wounds, 

The Tunaor, thus cut off, I difle@ted, and. 
found it to be a greafy Body, which came to 
this Bulk in the Vagina. This, | own, had 
fo much Refemblance to the Uterus, that it 
may impofe on a great many for that Organ, 
fo' I would recommend to you to be very: 
careful and prudent, as well in making your 
Prognofties, as in treating fuch ‘Tumors, 


PROGNOSTICS, 


The Ureri Prolapfus is tarely dangerous, 
For Women bear it a long Time. I have feen 
fome who were affected with it for thirty 
Years, Yet it is a very difagreeable and 
incommodious Diforder, not only to the Pa- 
tient, but alfo toMen. Its Confequences may | 
be alfo troublefome, as an habitual Flaor Lym- 
phaticus, which commonly attends it. Or it 
may be dangerous by the Inflammation, Sczr- 
bus, Carcinoma, &c, which it induces, But 
7f it be flight, incomplete, and without any 
permanent Vice, ina young Woman, Gc, it 
is the more fupportable. On the contrary if 
it be large, inveterate, inflamed, {cirrhous or 
carcinomatous, in an old Subject, Ge, it is ex- 
tremely troublefome and dangerous, 


CurE 


OF WOMENA- 279 


CuRE. 


When the Uteri Procidentia is difcovered, 
it prefents two Indications. 1. tojreduce the 
Matrix, 2. To retain it in its*Place, To 
_thefe you may add a third Indication, which 
fometimes doth offer itfelf, uzz. to prevent an 
impending Prolap/us, and hinder its Progreds. 

I,.To fulfil the firft View: If it be only 
a Defcent of ia Side or Part of the Vagina, 
At is eafily reduced, It is fomewhat more dif- 
ficult to replace the Matrix. But this Diti- 
culty is in Proportion to the Degree of the 
Prolapfus. Thus a commencing one, or whilft 
the Matrix is in the Vagina, is more eafily 
reduced, than when it falls into the Vu/ua; 
and this, than a complete one, or when the 
Uterus falls down intirely.. Yet ifthe defcent 
of the Matrix be recent, the Reduction is 
immediately practicable, But if it be invete- 
rate, or has held for any Time, as fix Weeks 
or two Months, you muft employ the follow- 
ing Means, ae 

1. Order a fimple Clyfter, or a Solution of 
Cafia, inorder to evacuate the Recfum. 2. Let 
the Patient void her Urine; thattheCompreflion | 
of the Vagina may be removed on all Sides, 
and the Paffage be rendered freer. 3. Order 
three or four Bleedings, as well to relax the 
Uterus and Vagina, as to diminifh the Vo- 
lume of the former. 4. Employ emollient 
Cataplafms ex Mic, Pan, or emollient Plants, 

T 4. to. 
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to which you add Mucilag. Sem. Pfil. or Lin 
or Caf. mundat. 'Thefe, as well as the follow- 
ing Emollients, you are to Continue according, 
to the Inveteracy and Duration of the Evil. 
5. Baths, half-Baths or In/effus, and Injections, 
are employed. Thefe are made of Ma/v, Bi/- 
malv. Se. or of Milk and Saffron. The Ufe- 
rus and Vagina being fufficiently relaxed by 
- thefe Remedies, you attempt the Reduction. 
For this Purpofe, the Patient fhould lie on her 
Back, her Hips higher than her Head, and 
her Legs as far afunder, as fhe can bear them. 
Then with your Fingers put back the Ufe- 
rus by Degrees, where you find leaft Refiftance, 
For one Side, or where the Vagina ftill re- 
mains, is commonly free. Nor are you to 
ufe any Force or Violence in this Operation: 
For the very Prolap/us would be preferable 
to the Reduction thus performed,. Moreover 
you are not to be too hafty in attempting it; 
for the Relaxation of the Uterus requires very 
often a long Time, 

I here defignedly pafs by feveral Methods 
recommended by the Antients, and practifed 
by fome fkilful Phyficians, for reducing the 
Uterus, as the Application of a red hot Iron © 
near this Organ, fhewing the Patient a Rat, 
or any other thing that may frighten her. For 
all thefe are vain Refources, incapable of re- 
- {toring the Uferus to its natural Seat. Nor 
has there been ever yet difcovered any Muf- 
cle in thefe Parts, which, by its Contraction, 
thro’ the above Means, may have this Effect 

On 
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‘on the collapfed Matrix. So I recommend 
rather the Operation before defcribed. 

Il. The Userus reduced to its proper Seat, 
fhould be therein retained. ‘Therefore after 
the Operation is performed, let the Patient 
keep her Bed for fifteen’or fixteen Days, with 
her Thighs clofed, or what will do better, 
her Legs acrofs, and her Hips raifed, as a- 
bove. The Pefflaries recommended by fome 
- for this Purpofe are ufelefs, Having proceed- 
ed thus far, the relaxed Uferus and Vagina 
fhould be corroborated, | 

1. By Injeétions ex Decoct. Rad. confolid. 
Maj. Equifet. Tormentil. Balauft. Malicor. Su- 
mach, Thefe maybe boiled in common Water, 
or, what is more efficacious, in Smiths-Water: 
For this braces the Fibres very powerfully. 

2. Baths ‘and half-Baths are made of the 
fame Decoétions: Or the above fimples may 
be reduced into Magdaleons or Peffaries along 
with Honey; or they may be formed of Sang. 
Dracon. &c. and Honey. ‘Or, finally, inftead - 
‘of Peffaries, you may dip a Piece of fine Lin- 
nen in the above aftringent Deco¢tion, and 
convey it into the Vagina. 

3. Suffumigations of combuftible, and fome- 
what oily Remedies, as. Thus. Majcul, Rof. 
Rubr. Maftich. : 

To thefe external Applications you may 
add the Ufe of internal Remedies, as Sang. 
Drac. Conn, Cerv, Alum. Rup, Corall. pp. of 


which you may make EleCtuaries with fome _ 


appropriated ‘Syrup, or Tablets, Sos OL 18 
* they 


st 


- is to prevent the impending Prolap/us. There 
4 are 
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they are continued for a long) Time, their 


Dofe is a Drachm per Day. Thefe Remedies 
act well, yet flowly: But they rarely fucceed 
in'this Intention except in young Subjects. After 
all, neither thefé, nor the preceding Medi- 
caments do fafficiently corrugate and ftrengthen 
the Vagina in any Age,» fo as to prevent a Re- 
lapfe of the Uterus: Wherefore we are com- 
monly obliged to have Recourfe to the Circu- 
lus Uterinus; which, [I own, is incommodi- 
ous in the Beginning; .but the Patient is foon | 
accuftomed to it. Some make it of Gold, 
Silver or Iron: But all thefe are too hard and 
infupportable. Hence one made of Cork, and 
covered over with Wax, has been invented: 
This, being very pliable, permits the Patient to 
walk, exercife herfelf, nay to admit the Ap- 

roach ‘of Man, as well almoft as ever. This 
has alfo the fame Effect here that a Bandage 
has in Ruptures. Moreover, ‘by prefling the 
Uterus into the Abdomen, the V agina becomes 
longer and ftreighter. Finally the Uterus being 
thus retained, if the Patient grows fat, all the 
Vacuaarefil! ed therewith, the Fibresare diftends 
ed, and the Paffages grow narrower. Whence. 
the Defcent, as “well of the Uterus as In- 
teftines, is prevented... Whilft we fee on the 
contrary, that the Defcent in both Cafes is 
facilitated, when the Patients who are fat be- 
come, lean. Thus far of the radical Cure of the 
Procidentia Utert. | 

The next thing that demands our iAtechaiaay; 
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are two principal Remedies recommended for 
this Intent, | , 

1. To corroborate and ftreighten the Vagina 
by the Ufe of all the preceding Aftringents: As 
Baths, half-Baths, Injections, &c. Hot and ful- 
phureous mineral Waters are very ufeful for 
Bathing; their Fumes may be alfo received 
into the Parts by the Help of a Funnel. 

_. 2. Sudorifics are recommended. ‘Thefe are 
extremely ufeful in phlegmatic Conftitutions. 
Order a ftrong Decoétion for fat and bloated 
_ Perfons: But a Bochetum or gentle Ptifan for 
thin and poor Habits. The moft ufual Su- 
dorifics for this Purpofe are Guzacum & Sar- 
faparilla, But in Spight of all your Efforts, 
you are frequently obliged, even in the im- 
pending Prolap/us, to have Recourfe to the 
Circulus Uterinus. 


CHap, XXII, 


Of the Affettions of the Ovaria and 
Tubz Fallopiane. 


“Eh HE Ovariaand Tube Fallopianeare fub- 
ject to moft of the Diforders incident to 

the Matrix. Bothare fometimes affected at the 
fame Time: But the Ovaria and Tube are 
frequently affected alone and independent of 
any Diforder of the Matrix. . Yet of all the 
Evils of this Organ, none are fo often ob- 
fervable 
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fervable in the Parts abovefaid, as the Tu- 
mors hitherto explained ; as well of the hot as 
cold Kinds. Such are Inflammations, incifted 
Tumors, Dropfies of all Kinds, Neverthelefs, 
fuch Tumors, and particularly Scirrhous ones 
are not very frequent in thofe Organs. Ihave 
feen a Patient, who was opened after her Death, 
in which one of the Tuée@ was fo diftended 
with Serum that moft of the Affiftants ima- 
gined it to be a fecond Matrix. 

In the Ovaria are fometimes difcovered 
hairy Tumors, whofe Explication has *intox- 
icated the Brains of feveral Theorifts, Thefe, 
I think, are nothing elfe but abortive Con- 
ceptions, the impregnated Ege with its Te- 

ments remaining in the Place, ’till it forms 

a Kind of fteatomatous Tumor, the Fetus 
being putrified therein. But its Hair being 
more incorruptible than the reft of its Body 
ftill enjoys a Kind of Vegetation, juft like the 
Hair of moft other dead Animals, which after 
Death grow longer; tho’ in Reality, this de- 
pends on the Retraction of the Skin wherein 
they are implanted. Moreover the Heat of . 
the Part in the prefent Cafe makes fome Dif- 
ference: For it contributes to the faid Vegeta- 
tion, which is not obfervable in dead Bodies. 
That the impregnated Ova may thus remain 
in the Ovaria is as probable as that they are 
frequently {topped in the Tube Fallopiane or 
Abdomen, as feveral Obfervations prove. This 
Explication of the hairy Tumors of the Ova- 
ria, I think, is very genuine and fimple: Where- 
| fore 
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fore I never hefitated to affert, that all young 
Women in which I found fuch Tumors had 
had fome. Commerce with Men. 

_ As your Intent is to learn all the Affe@tions 
oe the human Body, it would be unjuft to con- 
ceal any of them, as far asI could difcover 
them, from you. Wherefore I fhall not blufh 
to tell you that a crowd of various Diforders 
happen to Women, in Confequence of the 
Retention. of their feminal Humours in the 
venereal Action and Erythi/mus. 

Hence {pring Dropfies, fteatomatous Tu- 
mors, &c. of the Ovaria; juftas it happens 
after the Retention of the Sager in the Tefti- 
cles of Men. Whence Spermatocele, Scirrbus, 
&c. of thofe Organs, 

As to the Cure of all thofe Diforders of the 
Ovaria and Tube, they are treated the fame 


Way as the like Diforders’ of the Uterus, 


Thus the Inflammations of the faid Parts are 
treated by frequent Bleeding, Diluents, Gc. 
their cold Tumors with Aperitives, Purgatives, 
&c. As to the Abfcefs of thefe Organs, they 


_ are fometimes happily difcharged by the Force 


of Nature, or the Pus remains in the Abdomen, 
where its Effects are frequently mortal. In this, 
Cafe as in all other internal Abfceffes, you 
are to employ internal vulneraries, &c.. 


Cuap, 
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CHuap. XXII. 
Of the Hyfteric Paflion. 


HIS Diforder is the moft common, ob- 
{cure, confufed and extenfive of all the 
Diteafes to which Women are fubject; fo that 
we may juftly call it Morbus Protetformis, for 
its various Afpects. 

It is called Sxffocatio or Strangulatio Ute- 
rina, Vapores Hyfterict, Malum Matris, Epi- 
lepfia Matricis, Strangulatio, Suffocatio, E- 
pilepfia, Se. thro’ the > fympathetic Difficulty of 
Refpiration, AffeCtions of the Head, like thefe 
of the Epilepfy, &c. Hyfera ab Affectione 
Uterz, 

‘We cannot propofe to deferibe this Difor- 
der otherwife than by its effential or Pathog- 
nomonic Signs. ‘Thefe are four. © | 

_ 1. Before the hyfteric Fit or Paroxyfm, 
fome Impreflion or particular Motion of the 
Matrix doth happen. — 

2. A convulfive Conftri@ion or Contracti- 
on of the mufcular Parts of the Neck; whence 
fapervene a Tumor of the fame Parts, with 
difficult Refpiration. 

3. Convulfive Contraction of ‘the Becaie 
whereby it feems to the Patient, as it were 
-furrounded with an iron Ring. 

4. ‘The Patient imagines to feel a Globe or 
Ball as big as an infant’s Head, or the Fift, 

to 
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to move or roul in the Abdomen. This the 
good Women and fome Phyficians have, ‘and 
do to this very Day, attribute to the Motions 
of the Uferus: As thefe are effential to this 
Affection, I have felected them out of many 
more. For all the Functions of the human 
Body are hereby impaired, tho’ not all in the 
fame Subject. ‘Thus 1. The animal Funéi- 
ons are attacked with Convulfions, Lethargies, 
apoplectic Fits, @c. 2. The vital Functions, 
are offended, as it appears by difficult Refpi- 
ration, flow Sighs, Oppreffion, Fainting, &c. 
3. The Affection of the natural Fun@tions ap- 
,pears by the different: Vices of Digeftion, 
belching and breaking Wind, which are con- 
{tant, and fometimes Conftipation and Diar- 
rheas, : ia 

To thefe you may add the following Ac- 
cidents, which are frequently obfervable in this 
Evil. Such are the alternative Succeffion of 
Heat and Cold, the Patient fometimes com- 
plaining of the one, and immediately after of 
the other. One while fhe is very pale, foon 
after extremely red: She feels a Stiffnefs on 
one Side, a Palfy in the other: The Con- 
vulfions are fixtin the Fund’ of the Eye, er- 
ratic in the reft of the Body: The Pulfe is 
frequently deficient in one Side, in the other 
it is very manifeft: She is fubje& to frequent 
Yawning, Hiccups, &c. In fhort there is not 
a Diforder of the human Body, but the pre- 
fent may aflume its Shape. Yet its Approach 
and Attack do happen fuddenly, and ceafe as 

{peedily, » 


I 
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Speedily. This is the Idea and Defcription 
of the Difeafe; now of its 
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The Origin of the hyfteric Fits is fo ob- 
fcure and intricate, that I know no Author, 
who has well explained or touched their Caufes. 
But :that I may proceed a little farther and 
more methodically in this Subject; it will be 
neceflary to lay down fome few certain general 
Propofitions, by whofe Means we may arrive 
in a Kind of Progreffion at the Source of this 
Diforder. Wherefore, i 

1. It is known by repeated Experience, that 
all the Symptoms of the hyfteric Fits, and 
confequently the Diforder, {pring from Con- 
vulfion; as the Hardnefs and Conftriction of 
the Neck, Breaft and lower Belly evidently 
prove. 

2. This Convulfion is fympathic, not idio- 
pathic. That is, the Varieties of this Convul- 
fion are owing to the Impreffion made on the 
Brain, which fympathizes with the affected 
Uterus. Hence the primitive Seat of the Evil 
is the Matrix, the Brain being only feconda- 
rily deranged in its Functions. Thus we fee 
how vomiting, {neezing and fuch like Con- 
vulfions happen per Confenfum. For how 
wide in Appearance is the Caufe, which irri- 
tates the Membrana Pituitaria, from the 
convulfive Contraction of the Diaphragm, 


Mufcles of Refpiration, and the other Parts 
employed 


A 
2 ‘ 
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_ étiiployed in freezing, The fame Thing may 
_ be faid of vomiting. 
That the Brain in this Cafe is fecondarily 
affected, is alfo proved by the fuddeni Approach 
and Ceffation of the Symptoms of the hyfteric 
Paffion. For if there had been any real or 
local Vice in the Brain, as the InfarGtion of 
its Veflels, it would require fome Time as 
well for its Formation, as for its Refolution: 
Wherefore the Symptoms fhould gradually ap- 
pear and decline. But the contrary is ob« 
ferved inthe prefent Diforder; juft as we find’ 
{neezing, vomiting, @c. to ceate, as foon as 
the Caufes which produced them are temoved 
from the Stomach and Membrana Pituitaria. 
Moreover, after the Paroxy{m of the hyfteric 
Fits, all the Symptoms intirely vanifh: But 
if the Brain was really affected, fome Rem- 
nant of its Vice would have ftill fubfifted, as 
a Head-ach or the like. Confequently. ‘the 
Origin of the Evil muft be elfewhere, which 
- gives Room to our third Propofition, vizi 
3. That the hyfteric Fits take their Rife 
from the Impreffions made on the Uferus, 
This Propofition, as being the only one, I ima 
gine, on which may arife any Difficulty, is 
proved by the following Arguments. 1. Be- 
caufe this Paffion is kindled at’ the Approach 
or declenfion of the Menftrua, efpecially when 
they are difficult~or intirely fupprefled, thefe 
Fits recurring periodically, as the Veffels of 
the Uterus are glutted- with Blood. The fame 
Thing may be faid ofthe ere of Flood- 
| U ings 
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ings, 2, Thehyfteric Paroxy/m is terminated 
by the Excretion of a Humor out of the Va- 
gina, which probably irritated that Part and 
produced the Evil. 3. Matrimony is a fo- 
vereign Remedy in this Affection; which pro- 
ceeds from the Action of that Part, whereby 
it difcharges itfelf of all noxious Humoursand | 
acquires more wholefome Difpofitions, 4. If 
all thefe Proofs do not content you, confult 
only the Patient, and you will find, provided 
fle be accuftomed to the Diforder, and fome- 
what attentive to all that paffes, that at its 
Approach fhe feels fome fenfible Motion, 
Change or Impreflion in the Uterus. 5, Ana- 
tomy informs us, that in the Uterus, Tube 
Fallopiane and Ovaria of Women fubjec& to . 
this Evil, are very frequently obferved va- 
rious Tumors, as Scirrbi, Cancers, Abfce- 
fles, &e. | 

Thus we have proved, if I be not mifta- 
ken, the Nature, Caufe and Seat of the hytteric 
Fits, by this immediate and evident Progref- 
fion. | 

Now that we have proved this Evil to {pring 
from fome Impreffions made on the Uterus, 
whereby certain Senfations are raifed in the 
Brain, we are to examine what thefe Senfations. 
are; which, I muft own, is avery difficult 
and intricate Difguifition, thro’ its Variety, 
&c, For we find, 1. that Impreffions, tho’ 
made by the fame Caufe, have various Effects 
or Senfations accerding to the Part or Organ 

on 
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on which they aét. Thus what will excite 
Coughing by its Action on the Trachea Ar- 
teria, will create vomiting by its Action on 
the Stomach; and Diftafte, Gc. by acting on 
the Tongue. Hence Vin. Emet. being applied 
to the Eyes, doth prove an excellent deficca- 
tive ophthalmic Remedy, whilft it excites vo- 
miting by being received into the Stomach. 
Thoufands of other Examples of this Kind 
may be cited. 2. Impreffions and their 
Effe&s are alfo various according to their In- 
tenfity; nor do the moft violent Impreffions 
always produce the ftrongeft Senfations, Thus 
the gentle Tickling of the Nofe with a Feather, 
or of the Fauces with the fame, will produce 
{neezing or vomiting, with which this Im- 
preffion bears no Proportion; whilft a more 
violent. and painful one on the fame Organs, 
will have no other Effect, but fimple Pain. 
All this is applicable to the Uterus, wherein 
violent Impreffions produce the fame Effet as 
in other fenfible Parts of the Body. Thus we — 
rarely find that the hyfteric Fits attend the 
Inflammation of this Organ; tho’ its Impref- 
fion is very intenfe. Wherefore the Impref- 
fions made on the Uferus, in order to produce 
the hyfteric Paffion, fhould be very gentle and 
light; and their Action on this Organ has this 
Effect, whilft the fame Impreffion made on 
other Parts, may’ produce a quite different 
Senfation, , As we have explained the Nature 
of thefe _Impreffions, we fhould come in the 
next Place to their Caufes. Repeated Obferva- 
2 tions 
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tions aflure us that the moft ufual Caufes of 
this Impreffion are, 1. The preternatural Ofcil- 
lations of the uterine Arteries,~being over- 
charged with Blood in difficult, fuppreffed, or 
otherwife vitiated Menffrua; nay the Pleni- 
tude of thefe Veflels in other Cafes, as at the 
Approach of regular Men/trua, frequently gives 
Room likewife to the hyfteric Fits. 2. A gentle 
Irritation of the Uferus, by an acrid Humour 
contained in its Cavity, or betwixt its Coats. 
Hence we rarely find an habitual Fluor Albus | 
without thefe Fitts. 3. The fwelling of the 
Matrix, TubeFallopiane, orOvaria by Scirrhi, 
Cancers, Dropfies, Abfceffes; nay any local 
Vice or Diforder of thefe Parts, will produce 
this Evil: Which we may explain by the Com- 
preflion of thefe Organs by fuch Tumors, or 
by their Irritation thro’ the acrid Matter which 
they continually fupply. 4. Another conftant 
Caufe of the hyfteric Fits is the Acrimony of 
the feminal Humours of fome Women, efpe- 
cially thefe of a bilious hot Conftitution, when, 
for the Prefervation of their Reputation or o- 
ther Ends, they provoke frequent Pollutions 
by irritating and rubbing the Parts of Gene- 
Tation, 


SYMPTOMS. 


The Symptoms of the hyfteric Fits are fo 
numerous, all the Funétions of the human 
Body being thereby affected, that we fhould 
reduce them to a proper Order to avoid Con- 

2 fufion, 
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fufion. Wherefore we fhall divide them, 1, In- 
to effential Symptoms. 2. Symptoms of the 
Abdomen. 3. Of the Breaft. 4. Of the Head.. 
5. Univerfal Symptoms, or thofe which affect 
the whole Body. 

I, The effential Symptoms are four. 1. Va- 
rious Motions and Tenfion of the Matrix ;. 
whereby fome imagined it to be an Animal 
contained in an Animal, Thefe Motions pro- 
ceed from the Convulfion of the Uterus. Thus, 
if its fuperior Fibres are contracted, the Uterus. 
will be elevated; if itsinferior Fibres, it will 
be pulled down; if the lateral ones, it will be 
pulled to the right or leftSide. 2. The Con- 
traction of the Neck and Fauces. This alfo 
{prings from the Convulfion of the Mufcles of - 
the Pharynx, Larynx, Fauces, 'Tongue, and 
Os Hyoides, which happens gradually, till it 
induces difficult Refpiration and Deglutition ; 
the Chin being at the fame Time bent to the 
Sternum, by the Contraction of the Mutfcles 
Sterno-byoidec whofe Action is fimultaneous 
with that of the Mufcles of the Parts above 
mentioned. 3. A circular Conftriction, which 
the Patients exprefs by an iron Circle which 
feems to furround their Body, about the lower 
Ribs. This is owing to the Convulfion of 
the Diaphragm, which is connected to thefe 
Parts. Yet this Conftriction is only partial or 
unequal; otherwife it would intirely fufpend 
Refpiration. 4, A Bowl or Globe feems to 
move from one Place to another in the Patient’s 
Abdomen. ‘This proceeds from the convulfive 
U 3 Con- 
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Contraction of the Inteftines and from the Air 
which they contain, from Indigeftions, @&c, 
for this Fluid is one while contained in the 
Interval of two contracted Parts of the Inteftine, 
which when it ceafes, the Air moves into an- 
other Part, where it {till meets the fame Con- 
finement: Hence fprings this uncommon Sen-' 
fation. Thus you fee how four different Parts 
are effentially convulfed in this Diforder, vzz, 
the Uterus, Neck, Diaphragm and Inteftines ; 
_tho’ the three Jaft Parts be not primitively af- 
fected in this Evil, yet they are by Sympathy, 
For it is a conftant Rule that the Irritati- 
on or other Impreffions of one Part, bring fe- 
veral others into a’ Con/fenfus; witneis the 
Irritation of the Membrana Pituttaria in 
fneezing, that of the Stomach in vomiting, of 
the Inteftines and Womb in the Exclufion of the 
Feces and Fetus; withathoufand other Ex- 
amples as convincing as thefe, Why, therefore, 
fhould not the. mentioned Parts fuffer in 
Confequence of the Affections of the Uterus. 
II. We next come to the Symptoms of the 
Abdomen. 'Thefe we have for the moft Part 
explained in the Diforders of the lower Belly ; 
yet we fhall hint at the moft confiderable of 
this Diforder in the prefent Chapter, Moft © 
of thefe Symptoms are owing to the depraved 
State of the digeftive Organs of thefe Patients, 
For we rarely obferve the hyfteric Fits but in 
Perfons of a cachetic habit, fubject to Indige- 
ftions, whoare too luxurious, or commit fome 
Excefsin their Diet. Hence we find that Wo- 
men 


OF WOMEN. aye 


men who eat and drink exceflively are very 
fubje€t to this Evil, from the Indigeftions which 
fuch a Life doth create. Hence alfo we ob- 
ferve that fuch Patients, in the Intervals of their 
Fits, are commonly difgufted; and are fubject to 
Pica and Malacia, thro’ the Vice of the dige- 
{tive Ferments, which caufe. not the fame Im- 
preffions as in the natural State. The various 
Indigeftions, whether too quick or too flow, &c. 
are likewife the Effect of a vicious Liquor 


Gafiricus; and from thefe {prings the Airin | 


_ the Inteftinesand Stomach. Or you may ex« 
plain thefe different Vices of Digeftion by the 
augmented Tenfion of the Stomach and In- 
teftines, from the Affections of the Uterus inde- 
pendent of any other Vice. Hyfteric Women 
are alfo frequently conitipated ; either becaufe 
the vicious State of the digeftive Organs con- 
verts the Aliments into a vifcid clammy and 
argillous or Pafte-like Matter: or becaufe the 
Bile is commonly. deficient in. this Cafe; or 
finally, becaufe of the Tenfion of the Stomach 
and Inteftines. The Patients alfo void but little 
Urine during the Paroxyfm thro’ the Conftric- 
tion of the Sphinéter Vefices; and their Urine 
at this Time is very clear and Limpid, the 
pure Serum only being then expreffed or itrain- 
ed in the Kidnies thro’ the Narrownefs of the 
Paflages: But when the Fit declines, the Urine 
is very turbid. This fome explain by the © 
Relaxation of the Parts, whereby the retained 
Tartar of the Urine has now full Liberty to 
run therewith; yet I would rather explain this, 
| U 
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by the Effufion of a lymphatic or ferous vifcid 
Humour, which, after the Paroxyfm, is dif 
charged out of the Vagina and mixed with 
the Urine. | a 
III. Moft of the Symptoms of the Breaft 
{pring from the imperfect, as we faid, Con- 
vulfion of the Diaphragm and Heart. For 
if the Contraétion of the one or the other was 
total, Refpiration, and the Circulation of the 
Blood would be intirely fufpended ; whence 
inevitable Death. Thefe convulfive Contrac- 
tions of the Diaphragm produce difficult, pain- 
» ful and thort Refpiration, and frequently, as it 
were, per Subfultus; thro’ the fudden but un- 
equal and intermittent Shocks of the contracted 
Parts of the Diaphragm. ‘The. Suffocation 
proceeds from the Conftriction of the Breaft 
and Larynx. ‘The Symptoms of the Breaft 
which fpring from the Heart, are weak and 
intermiting Pulfe, fometimes manifeft in one: 
Arm, and as it were, intirely deficient in 
the other, with feveral other Varieties of this 
Kind. All which are owing to the Degree 
and Intenfity of the ContraGtion of the Fibres 
of the Heart. ‘There are two other particular 
Accidents which we may reduce to this 
Clafs of Symptoms. 1. Yawning, which 
is {ympathetically raifed by the obfcure and dull 
Impreffions which the ftagnant Blood excites 
in the Lungs, 2, Hiccough from the Impref- 
fions made on the fuperior Orifice of the Sto- 
~ mach by the vicious Humours therein contain- 
ed, as the Bile, &c. Both thefe Symptoms hap- 
| pen 
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“pen by a hidden Methanifin, whereby the Or. 
‘gans of Refpiration are thrown into a fimul- 
taneous and fympathetic Contraétion. 

IV. The Head is fubjeé to various Affec- 
‘tions in‘ thefe Fits, fuch -as Sleepinefs, Le- 
thargy, Delirium, €c. which are the more 
‘furprizing inafmuch as they fuddenly appear - 
‘and vanifh without leaving the leaft Ve ofigia. 
‘Nor fhall I pretend to give you their genuine 
Explication, contenting my {elf only to fay 
fomething of them in Quality of a probable 
‘Conjecture. For this Purpofe the Dura Mater 
fuggefts us the beft Refource I know. For it 
is very reafonable to think, that in the men- 
tioned Affections this Organ 1s contracted 
per Confenfum, Hence it comprefles the Brain, 
and propels the Spirits into the Nerves, with 
Regard to which it performs the fame Fune- 
tion, as the Heart doth with Regard ‘to the 
Arteries in the Expulfion of the Blood... That 
the Brain is thus compreffed, feems to’ be 
manifeftly proved by the Plenitude of the ju- 
gular Veins, Infarétion of the Blood-veflels of 
the Head with the other Accidents of this 
Part, which are very like thofe of an Apo- 
plexy or Epilepfy. So that the Contraction 
of the Dura: Mater is more effential-in the 
Explication of thefe Accidents, than any other 
Agent I know. For how could we other- 
wife anfwer for the fudden Lethargy and De- 
lirum, which are frequently total in this Evil. 
The Convulfions which -arife therein, never 
happen till the Head is fenfibly affected, ‘Then 
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you may obferve an Opz/fhotonos, Emprofthoto- 
nos, univerfal Convulfion, or particular as may 
be feen fometimes in one Leg or Hand, fome- 
times in another, &c. according as the animal » 
Spirits are propelled into one Part more than 
the other. 

The Experiments of Pachionz that famous 
_ Phyfician of Rome, contribute very much to 
the Explication of thefe Symptoms. For he 
cut off part of the fkull of a living Dog and 
thereby expofed the Dura Mater, on which 
he fprinkled fome acrid Powders, &c. in con- 
fequence of which he raifed various Convulfi- 
ons, according to the Quality and Quantity 
of the Things applied. Which evidently 
proves, that the Dura Mater in all parallel 
Cafes, whether mediately or by Sympathy, or 
immediately, may, have the fame Effed, 

The Convulfions and Delirium thus fub- 
fitting, the Patient frequently mutters fome in- 
articulate. Words; which Regard moft com- 
monly what have made the greateft Impref- 
fion before on her: They often turn on love 
Pleafures, which employ very much, the At- 
tention of hyfteric Women, or fhe exclaims at 
the Affiftants, @c. For it happens in the 
hyfteric/ Paroxyfms juft as it doth in Dreams, 
which moftly turn on the Objects which en- - 
gaged our Attention, while. waking, But 
the Delirzum is owing to the Change of Ten- 
fion in the Fibres of the Brain, fuch as were 
Tfochrone before, being now Heterochrone, 
and wice verfa. 

V. The 
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V. The univerfal Symptoms or thefe of the 
whole Body may be all explained by this con- 
{tant Principle,,vzz. that the Capacity of all 
the Arteries of the human Body in this Difor- 
der is preternaturally contracted, either by the 
AGtion of their mufcular Fibres, or by that of 
the circumambient Mufcles. Hence {pring the 
Viciffitudes of Palenefs and Rednefs, the For- 
mer whilft the cutaneous Arteries of the Face © 
are {till contracted ; the latter when the Veins 
of the Face alone are compreffed, or that the 
collateral Arteries of the other Parts are2con- 
tracted; whilft thofe of the Face are free, 
the Vicifflitudes of Heat and Cold are explained ~ 
by the fame Principle. For when the Veffels 
are in great Tenfion and Convulfion, the Cir- 
culation languifhes, and Cold enfues: But when 
the Convulfion is over, the Blood is :rarified 
and plentifully conveyed to all Parts of the 
Body, From ‘this violent Contraction of the © 
Heart and Arteries, fprings alfo the weak and 
intermittent Pulfe, the Veffels remaining with- 
out Action like fo many iron Tubes... Hence 
fpring alfo cold Fits like thofe of an Ague: 
But a general Moifture or Sweat fucceeds, ei- 
ther thro’ the Relaxation of the cutaneous Fi- 
bres, or their Contraction, whereby they ex- 
prefs the Lymph of the fuperficial Arteries. 
If the Cutzs is contracted, a fuperficial Coldnefs 
obferved, which frequently rifes to the higheft 
Degree or toa Horror. When this Conftri- 
ction is over, proportional Heat doth follow... 
Numbnefs very often fupervenes, not from any 
| nervous 
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nervous Affection, but from the Lentor of the 
Circulation, whereby the Humours ftagnate in 
the mufcular Parts, This is fometimes in one 
Member, fometimes in the other, From the 
fame Caufe fpring alfo Pandiculations, a dull. 
Impreffion being made in the mufcular Parts. 
of the Body, in order to invite their Contra- 
ction to exprefs the ftagnant Fluids. This as 
well as the former is a pure and fimple mecha-. 
nic Motion. 
From what we have hitherto faid, we may 
deduce the following Principles. 1. That 
the radical and chief Caufe of the hyfteric Fits: 
is feated in the Uterus or in its Appendages, the 
Vagina, Tube Fallopiane, Ovaria, &c. 2, That 
the Varieties or rather different Intenfity of 
thefe Fits are owing to the different. Vice of 
the Crudities and other Humours of the Sto- 
mach, &c. 3. That this Evil may be com- 
plicated with feveral other Diforders, as an ha- 
bitual Palpitation of the Heart, Sczrrhiz, Can- 
cers and other Tumours of the Matrix, @&c. 
Jaundice and feveral other Diforders. Hence 
{prings a Complication of the Accidents of the — 
hyfteric Fits, and of thofe of each of the 
precedent Diforders ; whilft in a healthful found 
Woman otherwife, the Symptoms of this Dif 
order are fimple and genuine. 4. That the 
Affeétions of the Matrix bring feveral other 
Parts into a Con/enfus, as the Imprefiions of 
the Stomach, do, v. g. how often have Poifons 
received into the Stomach induced various 
Convulfions, Syucope, Sweats, &c. all which 
are 
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are Affections of diftant Parts. When I ex- 
prefs the Word Sympathy, I dont pretend. to 
explain thefe Symptoms by occult Qualities; 
but rather by a pure, fimple and certain me- 
chanifm, which I alfo have mechanically ex- 
plained in my Treatife of the Diforders of 
the lower Belly. As to any other Differences 
or Varieties of this Diforder, I know none 
that merit a particular Section; for in Reality 
all the Differences of the hyfteric Fits confift 
in their. Degree or Intenfity alone, 
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In the Diagnoftic Signs of this Diforder 
three Things are to be examined. 1. Its Pa- 
roxyms fhould be diftinguifhed from feveral 
other Diforders which they refemble. 2. The 
Degree or Intenfity of the Diforder fhould be 
difcovered. 3. Its antecedent Cautfes, 

I. It is extremely difficult to diftinguith the 
Fits of this Diforder from feveral other Af- 
fections, particularly Syncope, Apoplexy, Epi- 
lepfy, nay from Death. For the Symptoms of 
all have a very great Likenefs the one to the 
other. Yet it is of the greateft Importance to 
diftinguifh them, Wherefore 

1. The hyfteric Fits are diftinguifhed from 
a Syncope; becaufe the Pulfe is very weak or 
imperceptible in the former; in. the latter, 
tho’ weak, yet it 1s manifedt. ‘But you'll : tell 
me that a flight or mild Fit of the hyfteric 
Paffion will not weaken fo much the Pulfe, 

| but 
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but it may be in the fame Degree as in the 
Syncope. This I own, wherefore you muft 
have Recoufe to other Means, as the Rednefs 
of the Face, which frequently attends thefe 
Fits, tho’ the Extremities be cold, whilft the 
Syncope is never without Palenefs. The Syx- 
cope rarely holds longer than half an Hour, 
the hyfteric Fits fubfift much longer. Thefe 
Fits are never deftitute of their effential Symp- 
‘toms, as a convifive Conftriction of the Neck, 
Breaft, Abdomen and Uterus, which are never 
obferved ina Syzcope. Moreover, inthe former ~ 
the Patient during the Fits lays her Hand on 
the Abdomen, which proves that this is the 
affected Part. But in general, three Parts of 
what are called Syncopes in Women, are moft- 
ly hyfteric, efpecially if they be habitual and 
recur frequently. 

. The hyfteric Paffion is diftinguifhed Gish 
an Archie in as much as the Palfe in the 
latter is ftrong and as feemingly well as in the 
natural State; all the Parts of the Body are 
flaccid and relaxed; but in thefe Fits the Pulfe 
is weak, and fome Parts at leaft are rigid and . 
convulfed: In the Apoplexy we obferve a con- 
ftant Ratling or Stertor chiefly in Infpiration, 
thro’ the Widenefs and Vibrations of the oc- 
curring Cartilages, the Parts being relaxed. 
But in the hyfteric Fits, Refpiration is imper- 
ceptible, and above all are attended with a 
convulfive Rigidity of the Parts above-men- 
tioned; whilft the fame are relaxed in the 
Apoplexy. | 

3. Thefe 
3 7 
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3. Thefe Fits are diftinguifhed from an 
Epilepfy by the Firmnefs and good Condition 
of the Pulfe in the latter, and its Weaknefs 
or Deficiency in the former. The Epilepfy is 
attended with Froth of the Mouth, from the — 
alternative Convulfions of the Jaws and Tongue, 
whereby the Air which meets a free Paffage 
is worked and blended with the Sa/va. But 
we meet with no fuch Accident in the hyfteric 
Fits. Moreover the four Pathognomonic Symp- 
toms accompany thefe Fits, none of which are 
obfervable in the Epilepfy. But you are to 
obferve that this Explication has Place only 
when the hyfteric Paffion isfimple. For when 
it induces a formal Epilepfy tho’ fympathetic, 
the Matter is more difficult, fo you mutt have 
Recourfe to what preceded or attended the 
Diforder, Te a 
4. It is of the greateft Importance to di- 
ftinguith this Diforder from Death ; for fome, 
not only ignorant Perfons, but able Phyficians, 
have frequently miftaken the one for the other, 
and fo have contributed to the untimely Bu- 
rial of fuch unfortunate Patients, who would 
otherwife have lived feveral Years after- 
wards, ‘To avoid this unhappy Confequence, 
you are to examine, with the utmoft Stri@- - 
nefs, the Patient’s Pulfe and Heart: If thefe 
afford you no Light, you are to recur to Re- 
{piration, which is fometimes fo extremely 
{mall here, that we may compare it to the 
fineft Hair; yet this alone is. fufficient to 
fuftain Life for a Time, In order to dif- 
cover 
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cover whether Refpiration ftill fubfifts, there 
are three Methods commonly praétifed, 19; 
To put a little Cotton in the Patient’s Mouth; 
which fhould be very attentively obferved. If 
_ any of the Hairs move, it denotes the Patient 
to be ftill alive, and é¢ contra. 2. If this 
Method does not ftill convince, you may aps 
ply a polifhed dry Looking-glafs to the Pa- 
tient’s Mouth; on which, if you find the leaft 
Moifture, you may conclude the Patient is not 
yet dead. 3. If you be left in a Doubt, you 
may order a Drinking-glafs to be exaétly filled’ 
with Water, and put upon the Patient’s Breatft. 
If you obferve the leaft Fluctuation in the 
Water, or that the Glafs is overturned, you 
may be affured the Patient is not dead. Thefe 
three Methods you are to effay, before you 
pronounce any thing of the hyfteric Woman: 
Yet though they all fail, and that you are itill 
doubtful of the Matter, you are not to fay — 
fhe is dead, nor fhould you permit her to be 
buried, till, by the bad {mell of her Body, you 
are convinced of the Truth. 

II. The Degrees of the Difeafe you eafily 
learn from the Number of the Symptoms, their 
Intenfity, or both together. Thusif the Symp- 
toms be very numerous, that the Head, Neck, 
Breaft, and lower Belly are affected with vio- 
lent Convulfions, &c. the Diforder is in the 
higheft Degree. If only fome few Parts be 
moderately convulfed, that the Patient has no 
Delirium, Sc, the Diforder is fupportable. 


3. The 
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Ill. The antecedent Caufes of the Diforder 
are learnt from the Affiftants, or from the Patient 
after the Fit is over. Thus you'll find whe- 
ther it be a Suppreflion of the Menjrua, Lo- 
chia, habitual Fluor Albus, or Excoriations, 
Ulcers. and Tumors of the Womb, &c. But 
this Difquifition is of little Importance, only 
with regard to fome Attention that is to be 
made to the different Caufes in the Method 
of Cure, 
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_ The hyfteric Paffion in General is a very 
difficult obftinate Difeafe, rarely admitting of a 
radical Cure. This I chiefly underftand of 
this Diforder when it. is habitual, inveterate 
and confirmed; not of recent, accidental, or 
tranfitory Fits, whofe Caufe may be removed. 
But the moft inveterate Fits of this Kind are 
rarely mortal; I fay rarely; becaufe we have 
fome Examples of Women who died of this 
Difeafe, the Refpiration and Circulation of their 
Blood, being without doubt intercepted. Hence 
we fhould never promife a radical intire Cure of 
fuch an obftinate Diforder. Yet it is not e= © 
qually obftinate. and hard of Cure in all Re- 
fpects: For if it be recent, accidental, and 
produced by fortuitous Caufes, it is much ea- 
fier cured, than an inveterate one. In young 
Women it is more curable than in aged ones: 
For in the former, the Suppreffion of their 
Menfes, Lochia &c, may be corretted, and 

x the 


eos OF THE DISEASES 

the Effect removed, or at leaft diminithed, 
But Women advanced in Age cannot expect 
this Benefit, their Menffrua being naturally 
fupended: The former moreover may be mar- 
ried and impregnated, two fovereign Remedies 
“for this Difeafe, of which old Women defpair. 
Obfervations alfo prove that Dropfies of the 
Uterus frequently remove hyfteric Fits; which 
I fancy cannot happen by the fame Mechanifm 
as in Pregnancy, in which the Uterus 1s° re- 
laxed, its Veffels diftended with Blood, the 
noxious Humours being partly difcharged by 
the Action and Help of Coition. But in the 
Dropfy of this Organ, I know no other Me- 
chanifm but the Diftention of its Fibres, which - 
I own may give a different Tone and Dif- 
pofition thereunto, as their Relaxation and Di- 
latation in the firft Cafe. 


CURE. 


The Cure of the hyfteric Fits comprehends 
1. Their Treatment in the Paroxyfm. 2. In 
their Intervals in order to prevent a Relapfe. 
3. The moft renowned Specifics recommended 
for their Removal. . 

In the actual Fits of this Diforder, two Indi- 
cations prefent themfelves, 1. To check and 
correct the Impreffions made on the Uterus, 
and to divert the Influx of the Spirits into 
other Organs. 2. If this Effect cannot be 
procured, the Impetuofity and violent Agita- 

tion 
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tion of the animal Spirits fhould be quelled 
or diminifhed by the Ufe of Narcotics. . 

I. To fulfill the firft Indication, the Patient 
during the Fit fhould be laid on her Bed; 
with her Head and bréaft more elevated thatk 
the reft of her Body, that by this means the 
Diaphragm may have the more Room to act. 
to entertain Refpiration, being by this Situa- 
tion freed of the convulfive Agitation and ine 
eumbent Weight of the Inteftines. Moreover 
this Situation favours the Defcent of the Blood 
into the lower Aorta; whence the Head is 
confiderably eafed. The Phyfician may af- 
terwards indulge the Fancies of the good Wo= 
men, who commonly, in this Cafe, employ 
Frictions of the Patient’s Thighs, whereby, as 
they imagine, the Blood is. divetted from the 
Uterus, efpecially if they are made down- 
wards, and that the Uterus may be.reduced to 
its proper Seat. Butall this is chimerical: For 
the good Effects obferved in this Method, are 
owing to the Impreflions made by that means 
on the Thighs, and the Derivation of the Spi- 
rits thereunto; wherefore, they may be as 
well rubbed upwards as downwards. The fol- 
lowing. Remedies are much more efficacious, 
They comprehend all fetid volatile Simples, 
which by their Impreflions on other Organs 
may caufe a Revulfion of the Spirits from the 
Matrix: Such are the Feathers of a Partridge, 
&c, the Warts, hard Excrefcences, the Par-’ 
ings of Horfes Hoos, Horns of Cowsand other 


Animals, 4/3. Petid, a Sagapen. ana p. 
Ge 
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@q. of which laft you may form a Kind of 
Bole with fome combuftible Matter. This 
you burn, as well as the former Drogues, fo 
that the Patient can conveniently receive their 
Fumes; or fome of old Paper, Amber, To- 
bacco, or the Leaves of Tanfey and Rue 
may be contufed and introduced into her No- 
{trils. All thefe fhculd be employed the one 
after the other pro re nata, as well to con- 
tent the Affiftants, as the Patient’s Imagina- 
tion, and to infpire them with great Notions 
of the Phyfician’s Ability. 

If the precedent Remedies are unfuccefsfully 
employed, Sternutatories may be ordered. To- 
bacco is too gentle, wherefore the following 
are neceflary, viz. Pulv. Sinap. Rad. Pyretr. 
Caftor. ana p. @q, This Powder you blow 
through a Quill into the Patient’s Noftrils: ” 
You are alfo fometimes obliged to have Re- 
courfe to Hellebor. & Sem. Staphis Agr. That 
you fhould leave nothing unattempted in Or- 
der to recover the Patient, you may prefcribe 
alfo acrid Clyfters of the Decoction of Mercu- 
rial. Artemif. Puleg. Rut. in which you boik 
Sem. Cumin. Bace. Laur. Fruét. Ariftoloch. two 
or three of thefe Simples atone Time are fuf- 
ficient. So that you may try all if the Fit is — 
very long. To each of thefe Clyfters may be 
added O/. Rut. 2. or Hier, Pier, Zi. or Vin, 
emet. turbid. 3. After the Ufe of thefe Clyfters, 
you may order fimple hyfteric ones of the 
taid Plants, without the Avera Picra or Vin. 
emet, but you may-add a little of the O/, Rut. 

Urine 
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Urine or Oxycrat. or make a Clyfter of one of 
thefe and a fufficient Quantity of Wine. 

If all thefe Methods are not enough to con- 
tent the Affiftants, you may permit them to 
tub and warm the Patient’s Extremities, as they 
are accuftomed to do; and what is more effen- 
tial, you fhould order fome antihyfteric Potion, 
if the Patient can fwallow it, which you learn 
by conveying fome Drops of Water into her 
Fauces, and fee their Effect. If Deglutition is 
intercepted, it isnot prudent to adminifter any 
liquid Remedy, for fear by its Stay in the 
Fauces, it may glide under the Epzg/otéts into 
the Trachea Arteria, and fo produce cough- 
ing and augment the Convulfions. If the Pa- 
tient’s Condition requires this Potion, let it be 
compofed of Ag. Mel:/. or Carmelitar. Simp. 
or 4g, Cinnamom. Hordeat. Matricar, Artemi/, 
Card. B. Peon. Mar. Cerafor. Nigr. Flor. Au- 
rantior. Tilie, If you employ but two of thefe 
Waters at once, two Ounces of each will be 
fufficient. If shia) Ziff, of each will be 
enough, Some highly recommend for the 
fame Purpofe dg. trium. Nuc. Ineach Dofe of 
the prefcribed Waters, may be put, one or an- 
other of the following Remedies. Pulv. Vale- 
rian, Silvefir. Pwon. Mar. Tilia. or what is 
more efficacious, Caffor. ad gr. xij. or Theriac. 
ad 4}. or Tinét. Anodyn, ad Gutt. xxxvj. the re- 
markable Efficacy of the two laft is owing to - 
the Laudanum which they contain. For this 
relaxes the Solids and attenuates the Fluids: . 

Another Remedy very much in Vogue in thefe 
| Da Fits, 
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Fits, is the OJ. Gagates, a Kind of blackith 
Amber. It is very hot and irritating, and is 
given in dg. Matricar. Artemif, Se. to fome 
few Drops. Thus you irritate the Nofe, Sto- 
mach, Reétum, ©&c. in order to divert the 
Influx of the animal Spirits from the Uterus. 
But if you do not fucceed, that the Fits fill 
fubfift, and that the Convulfions are confide- 
rable, you are to treat them almoft like an 
Epileply, by plentiful Bleeding, if the Patient’s 
Pulfe will permit you: But, as it is commonly 
very weak and imperceptible, bleeding in that 
Cafe would be hazardous; wherefore the moft 
fovereign and undoubted Remedy is the Emetic, 
of Tart, Stibiat. Solub. to 3 Grains or more, 
Yet it is difficult to make the Patient vomit 
in thefe Fits thro’ the convulfive Tenfion of 
the Diaphragm, whofe alternative Action and — 
Relaxation are neceffary for this Effect. 

I finifh with recommending a Remedy of 
which I fhould have fpoken in the Beginning. 
But the good Women are feldom behind hand 
with it: For they employ it feafonably enough, 
as did formerly feveral famous Phyficians, of 
whom this Cuftom was borrowed, vzz. to in- 
troduce fome few Grains of Zibeth, or Mu/e. 
alone, or tied up in a Piece of Linen, into the ~ 
Vagina. The principal Effect of thefe proceeds 
from the Irritation they excite in the Vagina, 
and the Pollution thence refulting. For by 
this Means the morbid and noxious Humours 
of the Urerus are partly difcharged, as we com- 
monly fee thefe Fits to end in fuch Evacuati- 

ons: 
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ons: Juft as we fee any offenfive Matter in the 
Eye to raifea redundant Flux of Tears, where- 
by it is wafhed away. 

I]. The Treatment of the hyfteric Paffion in 
the Intervals of its Fits, in order to prevent 
their Return, chiefly confifts in the Removal 
of the different Caufes of the Diforder, Thus 
if it {prings, 1. From the Suppreffion or Di- 
minution of the menftrual Flux, or from the 
Retention of the Lochza or Floodings, thefe 
Evacuations fhould be reftored. The Method 
of provoking the former, we delivered in the 
Supprefiion of the Menfirua: That of the lat- 
ter we fhall give in a particular Chapter, 2. If 
the Irritation and Fits fpring from the Acri- 
mony of a Fluor Albus, you'll find the Cure, 
in the Chapter of that Diforder. 3. If from 
the Abundance and Acrimony of the femi- 
nal Humours, recommend Matrimony if it 
‘can be legitimately procured, to your Pa- 
tient; if not, employ the Remedia Anti- 
apbrodifiaca mentioned in the Chapter of 
the Furor Uterinus. 4. If the Evil proceeds 
from Scirrhi, Cancers or other Tumors of the 
Uterus, ce. prefcribe anodyne diluting Reme- 
dies, alternatively ufed with Aperitives, The 
Aperitives are the gentle Preparations of Mars, 
as Tart. Mart. Solub, Sal. Mart. Rever. Croc. 
Mart. Ror. Mazal. pp. The Preparations of 
Mercury which do not purge, as the Ai¢hiop, 
Miner, Mercur, Violac. Panacea Mercurial, 
all in a fmal]l Dofe, intermixing with their Ufe 
Baths, half-Baths or Semicupia, Apozems, De- 

X 4 coctions 
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coctions and other diluting Remedies, as Ser. 
Laé.Chalybeat: Afles Milk, your mineral Wa- 
ters, efpecially thofe of the ferruginous, vitri- 
olic or acidulous Kinds. But all thefe aperi- 
tive Remedies, as the antient Notion fuftains, 
fhould be blended with Bitters; for, fay the 
good Women, as the Nofe requires ftimulating 
Remedies, and other Parts {weet ones, fo doth 
the Uterus demand Bitters: But let this Opi- 
nion be wellor ill grounded, you may permit 
Decoctions made of Chamedr. Chamepit. Cen- 
taur. Min. & Abfynth; to render bitter your 
Purgatives of Cafs. Coc?. Man. & Infuf: Fol. 
Senn, Narcotics may be alfo prefcribed now 
and then, beginning, as we always recom- 
mended, with the gentleft of that Tribe: Nor 
are you to forget in this prophylactic Treat- 
ment an exact Regimen, you are to order Dif- 
fipation and company keeping, as alfo Ex- 
ercife to your Patient; for thefe laft alone 
have frequently cured very obftinate hyfteric 
Paffions, by recalling the Menffrua, Lo- 
chia, ec. 

III. We now come to the third and laft Mem- 
ber of this Cure, which confifts in the De- 
tail of fome Remedies, efteemed as fo many 
undoubted Specifics for the hyfteric Fits. Thefe 
are, 
1. Ungul. Alc. Pulverifat. ad 37. It is given 
in an Opiate or liquid Form 1n fome antihy‘fteric 
Water. Yet it is not better than the Hoofs or 
Horns of other Animals. 


es In- 
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2. Inflamed Camphire extinguifhed in fome 
antihyfteric Water, as we mentioned before, 
This, tho’ ferviceable, does not anfwer its 
great Encomiums. 

3. Catuli or Iult Nucum, which are a Kind 
of Flower which appears about the budding 
Nuts, This dried and reduced into Pow- 
der, is given to 4}. in Pills or liquid Form. 
Yet it is little worth: But it may amufe the 
Patient’s Imagination. If this cannot be con- 
veniently found the 4g. trium Nuc. may be 
fubftituted in its Place. This is made by 
diftilling the firft or foft Nuts. The Water 
thence extracted is thrown on others, and 
thus for three feveral Times on freth Nuts 
till the Water is fufficiently fated with their 
Qualities. It isa common Drug in our Shops; 
but of no great Service. 

4. The good Women extreamly praife the 
Powder of a dried After-birth, which fhould 
be of the firft-born, and of a Male, as they 
will have it. This Powder is given to 3j. Some 
efteem it an infallible Remedy in the hyfteric 
Fits: But I think it 1s inferiour to Goat’s Blood. 
For it is not fo aperitive, nor divides the 
Blood, fo much as this, 

5. One Part of Nux Mo/chat. and two of 
common Sulphur exhibited in fome of the pre- 
ceeding ‘Waters, or given ina Bole, is no 
defpicable Remedy, and preferable to the a- 
bove-mentioned. | 


6, Shining 


314 OF THE DISEASES 


6. Shining Soot or Fuligo Candens, isrecom- 
mended to the Dofe of 3). 

. The Powder of Jeat or Gagates, which 
1S aKind of blackifh Amber, is not Praife-wor- 
thy in this Diforder, 

8, A Decoétion of Rad. Paon. made in 
Wine, is given to 3}. It is very active. 

Q. The Facula Bryonia, which is the Se- 
diment depofed by the expreffed Juice of that 
Plant. It is prefcribed to the Quantity of 
xv gr. in Opiats, &c, 

10, Wolf’s Liver is recommended, as well 
in thefe Fits as in the Epilepfy, in both which 
Cafes I found it very ufeful, which I attribute 
to the Bile which it contains. Its Dofe is 3}. 

11. Pulv. Granor. Actes, or the Powder of 
the Berries of our common and dwarf Elder, 
the one being called Bulus the other Sambucus, 
Dofe is 3}. 

° The following are more juftly efteemed in 
the Cure of the hyfteric Fits, zz. Ca/ffor. 
This is a very efficacious Remedy in the 
' prefent Cafe, as are alfo 4/s, Fetid. Galban. 
. Sagapen. & Myrrh, ft you order three of 
them together, the Dofe of the Powder of 
each may be four or five Grains in Boles &c, 
the Tinctures are more conveniently pre- 
feribed, that of the Caffor. and Myrh. are com- 
mon in the Shops, A Tincture alfo of theGalban, 
AfjaPetid. & Sagapen. may be equally extracted 
with the Spirit of Wine. Thefe Tinctures 
may be ha ich to x Drops in fome anti- 


hyfteric 
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hyfteric Water; in which you may likewife 
put Theriac. to 4), pro re nata. For this is a 
valuable Remedy in this Diforder, as well on 
Account. of the volatile aromatic Particles 
which it contains, as the Laudan. whichenters 
its Compofition: The Waters in which the 
preceding Powders, Gc. are put, are the fol- 
lowing: dg. difitllat. Cerafor. Nigr. Cinnamom. 
Hordeat.Aq. Thertacal. Matricar. and the other 
Waters above named, whofe Dofe we have 
likewife mentioned, that of the treacle Water 
is to Zij. As to Purgatives they are very necef- 
fary in thefe Fits; for they evacuate the abun- 
dant Crudities which are collected in the 
Prime Vie by Indigeftions and bad Aliments, _ 
tho’ the Patients fay they renew their Fits, Let 
them be of Caffia boiled, to Ziv. or Man, tho’ 
they fay it is vaporous, or Infuf Senn. all 
which fhould be rendred bitter by Abfynth, 
Chamaedr. Centaur. &c. 


CHuap. XXIV. 
Of the Chlorofis, 


HIS Diforder is defined a Kind of 

~ Cachexy or depraved State of the Hu- 
mours, wherein the Patient’s Vilage is very 
pale, livid, lead-colour’d or blackifh, attended 
with Pica and Malacia, general Laffitude, 
Inactivity 
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Inactivity and Heavinefs, Somnolency, cede- 
matous Swelling of the Feet by. Day, and 
of the Vifage, efpecially the Eye-lids by 
Night. | 

It is called in French, Les pales Couleurs ; 
in Latin, Febris Palida or Amatoria FV; irgi= 
num; in Greek, Chlorofis, or Color pallidus. 
Women only are fubject to it, thofe particu- 
larly about the Age of fixteen or feventeen 
Years, whofe Menjirua are diminifhed or fup-_ 
prefied: Yet the Cafes wherein the Chlorofis is 
obferved are, 1. The above-mentioned Girls. 
2. In Virgins or married Women; who, tho’ 
formerly well purged of their Menffrua, but 
diminifhed or intirely fuppreffed about the 
Age of twenty five or thirty, are frequently: 
fubje@ to this Diforder. 3. In pregnant Women 
until the third or fourth Month of their Preg- 
nancy. In the two former Subjets the Ch/o- 
rofis 1s removed, as foon as the Menjfirua are. 
reftored; in the later when the Infant is capa- 
ble to confume the fuperfluous Blood. But- 
as the Menjftrua are equally deranged in the 
three mentioned Cafes, what doth happen? 
it is evident that the Uterus is over-charged 
with Blood. This particular Plethora creates 
a Tumor of the Hypogaffrium, with Ten- 
fion and Pain: The neighbouring Arteries, ac- 
cording to their Vicinity to thofe of the Uterus, 
are fucceflively over-charged with Blood, as. 
the Iliac, Mefenteric, and Celiac Arteries. From 


the Infarction of the Hypogaftric Arteries, — 


Pain, Heavinefs, Laffitude and a Kind of In- 
dolence 
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dolence, particularly of the Thighs and pofte- 


rior Parts, will fupervene. From the Plenitude 
of the Iliac Arteries fpring a Torpor, ‘Tenfion 
and Inactivity of the Feet. ‘The Obftruction 
of the Mefenteric Arteries gives Room to grip- 
ing, Heat of the Inteftines, Conftipation, Ob- 
{truction of the Glands of the Mefentery, ef- 
pecially thofe of its middle, Finally the Li- 
ver and Spleen are over-charged with Blood, 
thro’ the Plenitude of the Celiac Arteries, The 
Stomach alfo is difordered by the fame Caufes, 
which Organ we are to confider the more, as 
this Diforder acts fome of its chiefeft Scenes 
therein. For the Plethora of the Stomach, 
diftends its Fibres, and fo much changes its 
Tonus, thatall the Impreffions. made thereon 
are entirely new and different from thofe which 
it hitherto fuffered. ‘Thus if you change the 
Tenfion of fiddle-Strings, you'll have as many 
and various Sounds, as the Degrees of 'Tenfion 
are. In the Stomach likewife, the Vibrations 
will be of a new Kind, thro’ the preternatu- 
ral Tenfion of its Fibres. Hence the Patient will 
have fometimes a Czbi faftidium or Malacia; 
the Meats formerly grateful, now excite other 
Impreffions and Senfations. The Patient on 
the contrary feeks for unufual Food or pre- 
pofterous Things, according to the Analogy 
they have with the Tone of the Stomach. Thus 
fhe will exceffively defire Coals, Earth, Plafter, 
burnt Bread, Wax, and a thoufand other fuch 
Things, whofe Ufe and Defire conftitutes a 
Pica, That all thefe Symptoms {pring at 

: the 
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the deranged Tone of the Stomach may be 
proved, by the Change of Tonus in the Fibres 
of the Membrana Pituitaria in fome Fevers, 
For, thro’ this change, the Patients who in 
good Health admired Tobacco, now cannot 
bear the very fmell of it. The fame Thing 
may be faid of the Ufe of Wine, witha thou- 
fand fuch like Inftances. I perceive that in- 
dependant of any Change of the Tonus of the 
Stomach, fome may attribute the Difguft of 
Wine, &c. to the Depravation of the Saliva 
by the Reflux and Mixture of Bile. This, I 
own, may contribute to the Difguft, but it is 
rarely capable of. itfelf to. have this Effect, 
For we obferve fome Patients in whom the 
Bile cannot be accufed; yet they are difgufted 
by feveral Things which they formerly ad- 


mired; witnefS pregnant Women, who have: 
no Regurgitation of Bile into the Blood and 


Saliva. Not only the Depravation of Tafte 
and other preternatural Impreflions refalt from 
the vicious Tone of the Stomach, but alfo 


Indigeftions; the bad Quality of the Things’ 


eaten and defired in that State, concurring 
thereunto. Hence f{prings a crude and vifcid 


_ Chyle: This infpiffates the Blood, whofe dif- 


ferent Parts will be therefore ill united and’ 
blended together, The globular Part which: 
givesa red Colour to the Vifage, @e. cannot, 


thro’ its Spiffitude, glide into the cutaneous 
Vefiels: But’the ferous part of the Blood being 
better adapted 'to their Diameters will take its 


Place, hence Paleneis: For the fame Reafons- 


the 
3 
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the animal Spirits will become ferous and un- 
active; and will confequently:. give Occafion 
to a general Weaknefs, Laffitude, Heavinef, 
Somnolency, Indolence, and feveral other Lz- 
jions of the animal Functions. Hence {pring 
likewife Oedemata of the Feet by Day, to 
which contribute the Patient’s Situation and 
Indolency. The Vifage from a horizontal Si- 
tuation will be fwelled in the Morning, par- 
ticularly the.Eye-lids, which are fpongy, foft 
and deftitute of {trong Mufcles, whofe Con- 
traction may exprefs the ftlagnant Serum, ° 

The Patient has difficult Refpiration, efpe 
cially when fhe afcends, or walks in craggy 
uneven Places; becaufe the mufcular Contra-. 
ction neceflary for thefe Actions doth exprefs 
and propel the fpiffid Blood very abundantly 
in the Lungs, whofe fpongy Texture fuffers 
the Humours to glut the pulmonary Veffels, 
Hence alfo proceed Palpitations of the Heart ; 
for the right Ventricle of the Heart cannot dif= 
gorge itfelf without a Reflux of the exprefled 
Blood, through the Plenitude’ and Refiftance 
of the pulmonary Arteries. The Vena Cava 
defcendens, and jugular Veins, cannot difcharge 
themfelves of their Blood, through the faid 
Impediments in the Heart and Lungs; the Ca- 
rotid Arteries therefore beat violently. .Hence 
the Patient has a kind of Fever, quick Pulé, 
_ &c. during the Diforder.’ In fhort, we may 
_ deduce feveral other Symptoms from the In- 
_ farction of the Uterus alone, and the fimple 
Mechanifm thereof, which we hitherto de- 

: tailed ; 
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tailed; all being commonly the Effe&t of a di- 
minifhed or fuppreffled Menftruation, to which 
a Chlorofis always fucceeds, That thefe ma 
{pring from the fimple Infarction of the Mg- 
trix we proved by the Example of pregnant 
Women ; yet I do not deny but.they may be 
augmented by Indigeftions, and other Circum- 
{tances before-mentioned. 

As for the Differences, they are fo few in this 
Diforder, that they merit -no particular Se- 
ction ; for I know none but the three before- 
mentioned, viz. a Chlorofis of Girls, aged Wo- 
men, and fuch as are pregnant. 


DIAGNOSTICS. 


In thefe we are to examine three things, 
1. The Diforder. 2. Its Degrees. . 3. Its Spe- 
cies. | 

1. The Difeafe ismanifeft by the cedematous 
Sweiling of the Face and Extremities, Pale- 
nefs of the Face, Indolence and Heavinefs, {o- 
litary and melancholic Humour, @e, 

2. The Degree of the Ch/orofis is learned from 
the Number and Violence of the Symptoms, 
‘Thus if they be very numerous and violent at 
the fame time, the Diforder is in its higheft 
Degree. | 

3. Its Species you learn by the Condition of 
the Patient, Thus you foon difcover whether 
fhe be a young Woman about fixteen or feven- 
teen, or advanced in Age, of twenty-five or 
thirty Years, or, finally, if fhe is pregnant, 

PROGNOo- 
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The Chlorofis is very obftinate, and diffi- 
cultly removed, becaufe the Men/firua are not 
eafily reftored; yet it is rarely mortal: for 
fome bear it for feveral Years. Neverthelefs, 
if the Patient be naturally of a bad Habit of 
Body, it may degenerate into various Drop- 
fies, Scirrbi of the abdominal Y7z/cera, through . 
their Infarction, flow Fever, Pthifis, Ge. In 
young Women, who were never regularly pur- 
ged of their Menffrua, the Chlorofis is extreme- 
ly obftinate thro’ the Hardnefs and Compact- 
nefs of their Uferus ; and tho’ you reftore the 
Menfirua, and that the Diforder is feemingly 
cured, yet it frequently returns in fuch Pa- 
tients, Women of more Years, who formerly 
had regular Menfirua, are more eafily cured ; 
becaufe the Paffages of this Evacuation are, as. 
it were, prepared and difpofed to give way 
when the Blood duly prefents itfelf. Of all 
thefe Patients, pregnant Women are the moft 
eafily cured; for the Infant, about the fourth 
Month, confumes the fuperfluous Blood, which 
gave room to the Diforder, and fhe is intirely 
rid thereof after Delivery, Such as from their 
Youth are fubject to a Chlorofis, are commonly 
barren, or have morbid and languid Infants ; 
_ for a vigorous and good Generation is prevent- 
ed by the Denfity and Compactnefs of the 
_ Uterus, as alfo its ObftruGtion, and the vicious | 
Conftitution of the whole Body. Matrimony 
| 9: very 
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very frequently cures it, by provoking the 
Menftrua; for as {oon as thefe appear, which 
is commonly foon after the Confummation of 
Marriage, the Diforder ceafes, 


CURE, 


This prefents three Indications. 1. To re- 
move the Obitructions and other Impediments, 
2. To augment the Impulfe.and Velocity of 
the Blood, in order to render its Momentum 
on the uterine Vefiels the greater. 3. To re- 
lax the Veffels of the Userus, in order to give 
way tothe impelled Blood, 

The two firft Indications are fulfilled by the 
fame Remedies, viz. by Aperitives and Atte- 
nuants. ‘The Simples of thefe Claffes are very 
numerous; but I thall fele&t the following, as 
being the moft ufual and efficacious, of which 
you may make aperitive Broths, Apozems, &c. 
‘Rad. Ariftoloch, rub, Tiné. Anon. Eryng. Af- 
parag. Brufc. Api, an Ounce of each, if you 
employ three together, or two Ounces, if you 
order but two. -To thefe you may add Fol. . 
Artemif: Matricar, Puleg. Marrub. Origan, | 
Chamedr. Chamepit. three Pugils of three of 
them, and fo in Proportion to the Number you 
employ. If you want to render thefe Decodtions 
more efficacious, you may add fome of the fol- — 
lowing Remedies.to them ; uzz. Milleped. which 
you contufe, and throw the Decoction or Broth 
thereon.. Borax is alfo very efficacious; its 
Rare is gr. xv. or Arcan. Dupiicat. © Fart. 

Vitriolat. 
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Vitriolat. to 3M. Tart. Martial. Solub. to gr. 
xxiv, Thefe Remedies, pro re nata, may be 
continued for twenty-two Days, or thereabout. 
In their Place you may alfo employ Ser. Lad, 
Chalybeat. to which you add the Juice of Fu- 
mar, or Cherefol, ‘Mineral Waters do Won- 
ders in thefe Cafes; for they are diluent and 
aperitive at the fame time. If you fancy, or 
if Occafion requires, you may come to the Ufe 
of dry Aperitives, inftead of the above liquid 
ones, Thefe you order in Electuaries, Lo- 
zenges, Boles, and the like. ‘The Ingredients © 
are Tart. Martial. Flor, Mart. Croc. Mart. 
Aper. Ror. Mazal. pp. their Dofe in general 
may be xx gr. After the Preparations of Mars, 
thofe of Mercury may take place, particularly: 
fuch of them as are not purgative, as At¢hiop. 
Miner. Cinnabar. Merc. Violac. Panac. Mer- 
curial. The Merc, Viol. and Aithiops are given 
to xxgr, the reft to vilj. . Next to thefe are 
the Salts, but above all the Borax, to xij gr. 
in each Dofe; or you may employ the Arcam, 
Duplicat. to 3ff. or Milleped. to Dj. The 
Gums, &c. do not want their Merit for this 
 Purpofe, as the Af. Fetid, Aloe, Succotrin, 
and Myrrh; which are given in a larger Dofe 
than the Galban. Sagapen. Gum. Ammoniac. 
You employ Honey, or fome appropriated Sy- 
rup, to make thefe Remedies into Pills or Eles 
€tuaries; and Sugar, &c, to make them into 
Lozenges. See the reft of this Cure in the 
Supprefiion of the Menftrua. 


Y3 The 
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The third Indication is anfwered by feveral 
Remedies which relax the uterine Veffels. Such 
are emollient Baths, half-Baths, Fomentations, 
InjeGtions; to which Purpofe mineral Waters 
may be alfo employed. Vid. Suppreff. Menf: 
After thefe Remedies, you may recommend, 
r. Matrimony, which is the moft powerful 
Remedy to. reftore the Menjirua, as Experience 
proves. 2. Frequent Purgatives are very ule- 
ful, as are alfo Emetics, provided the Patient’s 
Breaft can bear them; for the Contractions 
and Shocks excited by thefe Remedies contri- 
bute to. remove the Obftrudtions, and. to ex- 
prefs the Blood out of the uterine Veffels. 3. 
Exercife, whether on Foot, Horfe-back, in a 
Coach, @c. in rough uneven Places, 1s alfo an 
excellent Remedy to divide and attenuate the 
Blood, and make it flow by the Matrix. 4. 
Perfumes are very good in. certain Cafes; they 
are chiefly made of Scorie@ Antimonii projeQ~ 
ed on the Coals, and the Fume received by 
the Patient into her Parts of Generation, 


GPA PS AY: 
Of Conception. 


/E have hitherto treated of feveral Le- 

/} fions of Fecundation; we now come 

to fpeak of the other Articles which we pro- 
mifed in our Proewmium, viz. the Mechanifm 
and Conditions of Conception, without which 
VG 
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we cannot comprehend Sterility, of which we 
thall treat foon after, till we come by degrees 
to fpeak of Geftation, Parturition, and the Nu- 
trition of the Fvtus. 

Conception is the Formation of an Emédryo 
in the Mother’s Womb, or other Appendages 
of Generation. A complete Embryo is defined 
a Fotum compofed of the Parts of a human 
Body, organized. and united to an organized 
Placenta, both which grow in the Mother’s 
Womb. 

"To explain how this Myftery of Nature is 
performed, let us begin with fome auxiliary 
or known and felf-evident Propofitions, that 
thereby we may come by degrees to the Know- 
ledge of what we feek for. Wherefore, _ 

1. In order to conceive, the Union of the 
two Sexes, or of the Male and Female, 1s ne- 
ceflary. I know Naturalifts will object, that 
Snails, Earth-worms, &c. do not require this 
Copulation: But let them confider that thefe 
' Animals are each of them an Hermaphrodite, 
confequently they need no other Affiftance for 
Impregnation ; nor does this hinder the Male 
of the cne from enjoying the Female of 
the other. Befides thefe, the Naturalifts have 
obferved fome vegetative Animals, which ad- 
here, or are twifted about Trees, Rocks, 
&c. but thefe, you fay, cannot join any other 
Animals, even of their own kind, being always 
confined to the faid Places: Yet the EUR 
of Nature requires the Union of the two Sexe 
even in this Cafe. How it is performed we 
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leave to the Scrutiny of Naturalifts. But what 
is Fact, is, that for the Conception of Man, 
- this Union is indifpenfably neceffary. cy 

2. That Conception may arrive, it is necef- 
fary that the Semen of the Male fhould enter 
into the Matrix, or into Part of it, or at leaft 
into the Fundus of the Vagina. -Harvey fays, 
that Mares, &c. engender very often by the 
fimple Approach of the Parts of the Male to 
‘thofe of the Female; fo that an imperfect 
Copulation is enough in that Cafe, accord- 
ing to him. This I will not at prefent at- 
tempt to decide. I acknowledge that we 
obferve no Copulation in fome Fifhes, but a 
fimple Friction of their Parts of Generation, 
whereby they engender ; yet. the Generation of 
all perfect Animals, as Man 1s, require this 
Copulation, fo that the Semen may be convey’d 
into the Parts above-mentioned. 

‘3. In the Semen of all Animals are ob- 
ferved other fmaller Animals, which are very 
active, having a large Head, and fharp and 
long Tail, much like young Frogs. Thefe 
are very numerous, fo that there are thoufands 
of them in the fmalleft Drop of the Semen. In 
the Semen of Infants, younger Animals, or - 
fuch as ate very old, thefe feminal Animals 
are few, weak, and languid. This Difcovery 
we owe to Lewenboek and his Glaffes, fince: 
whofe Time the repeated Experiments of other 
curious Perfons have confirmed their Exiftence. 
Nor are we to believe Verbeyen, who affures 
us they are nothing elfe but aerial Bulle. 


4. In 
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4. In the Tefticles or Ovaria of Women 
are contained feveral Veticles, adhering to thefe 
Organs by a Pedunculus, and are covered over 
with a common Pellicle, each in its proper 
Lodge. Anatomy proves their Reality. In 
adult Women they are vifible, almoft imper- 
ceptible in young Girls, but flaccid in old 
Women. 

5. There are as many of thefe above Vefi- 
cles which fall out of the Ovaria, leaving 
fome {mall Cavities or red Spots in the Ova- 
ria, as there were Impregnations or Embryo’s. 
The Femals who had or have but one Bm- 
bryo, have alfo but one Cavity or red Point 
in the Ovarizum; thofe who have had many, 
have likewife as many Cavities in their Tefti- 
cles. This De Graaf has particularly ob- 
ferved. Thefe Veficles, in order to quit their 
Place, fhould grow, augment in Bulk when 
impregnated, and burft at length the Pellicle 
which furrounds them, In Woman common- 
ly there is but one Vefcula thus ripen’d; in 
multiparous Animals there are many more, 
which give Room to fo many Cicatrices of 
the Ovaria. The Ova thus dropped, are 
conveyed by the periftaltic Motion of the Tube 
Fallopiane into the Uterus. Some Phyficians 
fay that the Emdryo in Miniature is contained 
in thefe Ova; others maintain it to be only in 
the Semen of Man. Our Sentiments of the 
Matter will appear from the following Expli- 
cation. ! | 


Ne 4, What 
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What we have hitherto laid down is Matter’ 
of Fact; but what we are to fay for the fu- 
ture, I would have you take as a probable 
Conjecture only, or I may fay fomething 
weaker. Thus let us fuppofe that the above 
Veficles of the Ovaria of Women contain 
each the Stamina or Rudiments of the Pla- 
centa, with the Tunics or Membranes, and 
other Appendages of. the Fetus; and that the 
Seed of Man contains the Body of the Embryo. 
This Semen injeGted into the Matrix in all ef- 
fetual Conceptions, is abforbed by the Veifiels 
intended for that Purpofe im the Uterus; as 
Experience proves: For Dr. Harvey affures 
us, that in a {mall Time after Copulation he 
never*could difcover one Drop of Seed in the 
Matrix of Deecrs. This is what we fee 
in mercurial Frictions, Baths, &c. where- 
in the various Fluids are abforbed into the 
Courfe of Circulation. The fluid Particles of 
the Semen being thus abforbed, the Animals 
therein contained remain in the Uferus, where 
they are cherifhed and preferved by the Heat ’ 
and Serofity of that Organ, for fome {mall 
Time. That the fluid Part of the Semen is ab- 
forbed as abovefaid, is alfo proved by the fud- 
den Change which happens to the Fleth, Milk, 
and other Humours of all female Animals, im- 
mediately after effectual Coition; for all their 
Parts at that Time are very difagreeable. The 
Aura feminalis thus conveyed by the Courfe 
of Circulation to the Overia, the impregnated 
Veficles begin to {well either by a certain Fer- 
mentation 
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mentation or ofcillatory Motion excited in 
their Parts by that Humour, till they come 
to a certain Size, juft as. we fee fome Tu- 
mors on the Surface of the Body, which by 
the Laws of Nature fuddenly {well in like 
manner. The tumified Veficle burits its Te- 
guments or Retimacula, and ‘falls, as we faid, 
into the Uterus; or if many Ova are impreg- 
“nated at the fame time, they all fall together, 
or the one foon after the other. Being re- 
ceived into the Uterus, the Ege {wims in the > 
Serum of that Organ; fo that, by the Laws 
of Hydroftatics, the heavieft Parts of the Ve- 
ficle fink or regard the Os U¢erz, and the light- 
eft Parts its Fudus; and as the Placenta is very 
light and fpongy, it is natural that it fhould 
regard the Fundus of the Uterus. The Placenta 
in the Ovum is commonly in that Part where 
the Veficle adhered to the Ovarium, or where 
the Pedunculus is obferved, The Ovum thus 
difpofed is probably attacked by one of the fe- 
minal Animals before-mentioned, which ftill 
have remained in the Cavity of the Uterus, I 
fay one, becaufe we may fuppofe that the Ovum 
has but one Paflage exactly accommodated to 
the Size of thefe Creatures; The Animal 
thus in Poffeffion of the Ovum, is fomented 
and nourifhed therein, continually augmenting 
in Bulk, as does alfo the Placenta by means 
of the furrounding Serum or Lympha, till it 
adheres by the Part abovefaid to the Bottom 
of the Uterus. But the other remaining Ani- 
mals, for want of a proper Place and’ Nou-’ 
| rifhment, 
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rifhment, at length perifh. The Probability 
of this Sy{tem appears by confidering that the 
Animals aforefaid, as alfo the Vefcule which 
manifeftly drop from the Ovaria thould have 
been deftined for fome Ufe in Generation by 
Nature; but you cannot attribute a more plau- 
fible Ufe to them, than what we have men- 
tioned in our Syftem of Generation, wherein 
the Union of ail thefe things {quares very well 
with that Intent. 

Now that we have eftablifhed our Notion 
of Conception and Generation, we are in the 
next Place to anfwer fome Difficulties which 
may be made again{t our Syftem. 

1. Why in this Sentiment fhould an infinite 
Number of other Animals perifh, and but 
one only or fome few be preferved ? For 
this feems contrary to the Simplicity and 
Uniformity of Nature: But do we know all 
the fecret Receffes of Nature, and all. the 
Views of its Author? Moreover, why do fo 
many thoufand Ova remain ufelefs in the Ova- 
ria, particularly of thofe Women who never 
conceive? In like manner, to what Purpofe 
are the infinite Seeds of Plants, which perith, 
or remain barren? Nor are thefe Animals in 
the Semen of Man united to fo many Souls; — 
nor are they even the Rudiments of Man, on- 
ly in.as much as they are joined to the Ova 
or Veficule of Women. Nor do we know in 
what Time afterwards the Soul is united to 
them ; but that we conjeCture in general, that 
_this happens when Generation is perfed. 

2. How 
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2, How can we explain in our Syftem the 
Union of the Veffels of the Placenta to thefe 
of the Fetus, fo that the umbilical Arteries 
of the one fhould meet the correfponding Vef- 
fels of the other? The {fame thing may be 
faid of the umbilical Veins: And why fhould 
not all unite themfelves to the Breaft or Head, ~ 
as well as to the Navel to which they are al- 
ways tied ? This Objection is of great weight, 
nor can we anfwer it otherwife than by faying 
that the {mall Worm or Animal cannot enter 
the Pore of the Ovum only in one Senfe and 
Situation, fo that it exactly fills the Paflage ; 
and that this Site being conftant, and an{fwer- 
ing the Views of Nature, the Parts of the Pla- 
centa and Fetus thould always correfpond to 
each other in the fame manner, juft as we fee 
in the Veffels of ingrafted Plants, which an- 
{wer each other. This Opinion feems to be 
confirmed by what happens after the cutting 
and Ligature of the umbilical Veffels: For 
cut it where you will, approach the Placenta 
to Heat, or make any other Impreffions you 
. pleafe thereon, the Infant never feels any of 
them. Whence it appears, that thefe umbili- 
cal Veffels are only an Appendage organically 
difpofed, and, as it were, fomething foreign 
to the Infant, united by fimple Conta& to his. 
umbilical Vefiels. Moreover, tie thefe Veffels 
at what Diftance you -will from the Infant’s 
Body, it would be reafonable to think that 
the Part thereof betwixt the Ligature and P/a- 
genta {hould fall off by Mortification, and 
that 
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that the Remainder betwixt the Ligature and 
Infant’s Belly fhould fill remain, We find 
on the contrary, that the Separation of thefe 
Veffels doth conftantly happen in the fame 
Place, and independent of the Ligature, in as 
much as the Divifion is made of itfelf near 
the Surface of the Infant’s Body, on the infide of 
the Ligature ; whence we may conclude, that 
in the original Formation of thefe Parts there 
was a certain Union of the umbilical Vefiels 
in that Place. So that the {prouting Veffels 
of the Placenta met thofe of the Body of the 
Infant in that very Place. 

3. How do we explain in our Syftem the 
Generation of Embryo’s in the Ovarium, Tu- 
be Fallopiane, Gc? Thete, as well as the 
Obfervations which atteft them, I fufpect very 
much, And if fuch things are real, it muft 
be that fome of the Animals remaining in the 
Uterus, after the Injection of the Seed, have 
crept up by the Jude, till they met thefe 
Veticles in their Paflage. 

4. What is the Origin of thefe Animals? 
This I anfwer by demanding what is the Ori- 
gin of the Veficles in Woman’s Ovaria? Some, | 
1 know, fay that the Rudiments of all human 
Kind were contained in the Ovaria of Eve; 
and thofe who maintain the contrary Sentiment, 
hold, that they were all contained in the Se- 
men of Adam: But I do not believe either 
the one or the other; tho’ I am intirely ig- © 
norant of the Origin of the one, as well as 
that of the other. So when I find the soup 
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of the Origin of the Vefcule in the Ovaria 
of Woman, | will eafily account for. the 
Origin of the Auimalcula in the. Semen of 
Man. 

5, How do I explain in my Syftem the Si- 
militude that fome. Children have with their 
Fathers, others with their Mothers? ‘The 
Head in Mules is like that of their Sire, the 
reft of the Body like an Afs, @c. for in our 
Sentiment all the Breed. fhould be like the Fa- 
ther, feeing they {pring from his Seed. The 
Solution of this Difficulty could never be gi- 
ven in the Sy{tem of thofe who hold that the 
Embryo is originally contained in the Veficles 
of the Mother. But in my Syftem it may be 

explained as followeth: As the Embryo origi 

_ nally proceeds from the Semen of its Father, 
it ftill retains his Lineaments; but as the {mall 
Animal afterwards introduces itfelf into the 
Pore or Paffage of the Ovum, it is therein 
fhaped, and, as it were, moulded; whence it . 
is more or lefs ftamped to the Likenefs of its 
Mother, whofe Lineaments are imprefied by 
the Author of Nature on that Hole or Paffage 
thro’ which the Animal enters the Ovum ; {fo 
that if this Creature exacily fills the Hole, 
and is obliged to force itfelf, the Features of 
the Mother will be the more impreffed on 
it; but if it be fo little, as to enter with- 
out any Refiftance or Compreffion, it will al- 
ways retain its Father’s Features, In like 
manner you may underftand the various inter- 
mediate Degrees of Similitude to the Father 
or 
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or Mother, as the Embryo is more or lefs fealed 
by the Narrownefs or Largenefs of the Paf- 
fage, Hence is alfo explained the Similitude 
which all the Males of one Family have with 
their Fathers, whilft the Females are very 
like their Mothers. The former fuffer no 
Compreffion in their Paffage thro” the Ovum ; 
the latter, as being originally larger in this 
Cafe, are on the contrary very much compref- 
fed and fhaped like the Mother. 


4 


Cuap, XXVI. 
OF Sterility. 


. 9 ina Woman of requifite Age who duly 
fuffers the Approaches of Man. 

That this Fault in Woman may be the bet- 
ter underftood, you fhould recollect the four 
principal Conditions of Conception mentioned 
in the precedent Chapter. Thefe are, 1. The 
Injection of the Semen into the Uterus. 2, The 
Abforption of its moft fluid Parts into the 
Blood by Means of the lymphatic Vefiels: of 
the Uterus, as we fee the Mercury is abforbed 
in venereal Cafes. 3. That the remaining 
Animals fhould live and be well fomented by 
the Heat and Serofity of the Uterus, 4, That 
the Aura Seminalis conveyed into the Courfe 
of Circulation, fhould penetrate into the Ova~ 

| rig 
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via and impregnate the ripeft Egg or Eggs, 
which according to their Maturity fhould | 
burft the furrounding Membrane, defcend into 
the Matrix, and receive the Animals there re- 
maining, as we explained before, 

To thefe four principal Heads are referred, 
Lege contrariorum, all the Caufes of Sterility. 
~ Wherefore, 1. If the Semen cannot penetrate 
into the Uterus; 2. If its fluid Parts cannot 
be abforbed; 3. If the Animals remaining in 
the Cavity of the Uterus do perifh before the 
Ovum falls; 4. Tho all the preceding Con- 
ditions fublift, if the Veficles in the Ovaria 
are not well difpofed for Fecundation, no Con- 
ception will enfue; confequently the Woman 
will be barren. To give therefore an ample 
Idea of Barrennefs, we fhould explain the Im- 
pediments thereof comprehended ‘under each 
of thefe principal Clafles. Hence. 

_ I. The Introduction of: the Semen into the 
Uterus is prevented by five Caufes, 1. By the 
‘Obturation or Clofure of the Os Ufrerz, as 
we obferve in Pregnancy, Dropfy of the Ma- 
‘trix, and other Affections of that Organ. Yet. 
“we fometimes, tho’ rarely, meet Superfetation 
during Pregnancy. But this happens before 
the Os Uterz is clofed, and particularly in fuch 
as aré very falacious and hot; in whom,. tho’ 
the Os Uterz be clofed for fome Time, yet 
their exceflive Defire of Venery, and the con- 
-vulfive Contra¢tions their Mafrix is in during 
- the Action, procures fuch a Divulfion in the 
Os Ureri, that it opens and receives the Semen, 
| ‘tho’ 
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tho’ a Fetus be contained in the Womb be- 
fore. 2. By the Compreffion or Strangulation 
of the Os Uteriz thro’ Scirrhi, Tubercles, and 
other Tumors near that Place. 3. The In- 
troduction of the Seed will be impoffible if the 
Orifice of the Matrix, Vagina, &c. be oblite- 
rated or effaced; as may be obferved in fome 
venereal Ulcers, Exulcerations, or Excoriations 
of the faid Parts in difficult Births, €?c. where- 
in we frequently obferve thefe Parts to be torn 
or excoriated. 4. By the oblique or vicious 
Situation of the Os Userz. This Fault is a very 
frequent Caufe of Sterility. For when the Os. ’ 
Ureri does not directly aniwer the Situation and 
Dire€tion as well of the Vagina as Penis; as 
when this Orifice is turned laterally or to the 
Back or Belly, &e. the Semen can never be 
injected into its Cavity. 5. It is neceffary, in 
the venereal Action, in order to conceive, that 
the Vagina fhould be contracted, and that the 
Os Uteri fhould approach to the Extremity 
of the Peuzs; which is performed, as we re- 
marked before, by a fympathetic Mechanifm 
or Contraction of the Ligamenta Rotunda, Se. 
So that all thefe Parts fhould be exadtly ad- 
apted.to the Dimentfions of the Penis; which 
the natural Inftincét and Senfation of Pleafure 
do produce. Butif all thefe Parts are flaccid, 
indolent, and as it were, infenfible to Love-plea- 
fures, the Orifice of the Matrix is too far 
from the Glans Penis, it will not fufficiently 
gape to yield a free Paflage to the Semen ; 
confequently Conception will not follow. This 
| | Defect 
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Defe& is obfervable in very cold, languid and 
infenfible Women, and thefe particularly who 
hate the Embraces of their Hufbands or Gal- 
jants. Thus far of the firft{ Member or Clafs 
of Caufes. 

II. The fluid Parts of the injected Seed 1s 
not imbibed or abforbed for two Reafons, e1- 
ther becaufe the Body of the Matrix is im- 
pervious, or becaufe the Seed remains not 
long enough in its Cavity. 1. The Uterus is 
not permeable when its Texture is too. denfe, 
hard and compa, as it is in fuch as never 
had any Menffrua; or tho’ they have been re- 
gularly purged of them formerly, yet do. now 
labour under an inveterate Suppreffion thereof, 
For thefe two Cafes prefuppofe a Denfity and 
preternatural Refiftance in the Matrix, from 
Scirrhi, Obftructions, and fuch like Affections 
of that Organ. This Impenetrability will alfo 
fupervene, if the internal Surface of the Ure- 
rus is covered, or, as it were, lined with a 
_vifcid tenacious Lymph, as we obferve in an 
obftinate Fluor Albus, 2. The Seed remains 
not long enough in the Matrix, in fome 
Cafes, wherein it is fuddenly wafhed away, 
as in an abundant Plwor Albus, Hemorrhage or 
other frequent fanguine Evacuations of the 
_ Womb; when the Os Uteri remains open a 
long Time after the Inje@tion of the Semen, 
_and that the Parts of Generation of the Wo- 

man are very wet. For this Reafon fome 
Women immediately after Coition, in order 
fo prevent their being with Child, exercife 

themfelves 
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themfelves heartily; that thereby the Semen 
may be difcharged out of the Womb. 

{II. Tho’ the Semen be injected into the 
Uterus, and abforbed into the Blood; yet 
if the Ovaria be not well difpofed to re- 
ceive it, Conception will not enfue. For, that 
F scundation may happen, it 1s neceflary, that 
at leaft, one Egg or Veficle in the Ovarium 
fhould be, if I may fay fo, ripe and fufcepti- 
ble of fome Degree of Rarefation and Fer- 
mentation. But if none of them be thus dif- 
pofed, Fecundation will be impeded. This 
Vice of the Ovarza is frequently the Effect of 
their Abfcefies, Sczrrhz, various Dropfies and 
other Difeafes, of which I have fpoken in 
the Chapter of the Diforders of the Ovaria. — 
Thefe Organs are alfo ill-difpofed or vitiated 
in Women who are too young, or of a fuf- 
ficient Age, but never had their Menfirua: For ~ 
in fuchas are too young the Ova are too tender 
and infufceptible of the Impreffions of the Seed, 
which are neceffary for Fecundation; in old 
Women or thofe who are paft forty five or fifty, 
the Menftrua are deficient, the Ovaria are too © 
rigid, denfe and wrinkled; confequently they are 
incapable of Fecundation by a contrary Vice. 

_ IV. Tho’ all the preceding Conditions are 
to be met with in a Woman; yet if the femi- 
nal Animals, one at leaft, be not alive and ~ 
fufficiently aétive, no Conception will enfue. 
Wherefore as often as thefe Animals pernifh in 
the Cavity of the Uterus before the Ovum falls 
er defcends thereinto, it will not be impregna- 
ted; 
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ted, The Animals are deftroyed by acrid and 
purulent Humours, flowing from Ulcers of the 
Uterus; by an acrid inveterate Fluor Albus; 
continual Hemorrhage or Flux of hot and acrid 
Blood ;/by the exceflive Heat of the Uterus, 
as we ‘obletue d in..fome very hot and falacious 
‘Women. To thefe four mention’d Clafles of 
the Caufes of Sterility, are alfo reducible an in- 
‘finite Number of other Caufes of the fame Dit 
eafes, as virulent or ill-cured venereal Cafes, 
faft living, a worn out Conftitution, &e, 

‘Lo the above four Claffes, fome add a fifth, 
which is the Want of Proportion betwixt the 
Seed of Man and the Humour contained in the 
Ova of Woman. For, fay they, in every ef- 
ficacious Fecundation the two mentioned. Hu- 
mours once blended fhould ferment: But that 


they may ferment, they fhould bear fome 


Analogy or Proportion with each other, which 
~ Condition we find is likewife neceflary to pro- 
duce Fermentation in allother Liquors; where- 
fore if this be wanting in the aforefaid feminal 
Humours they will fail in Fecundation. . This 
Sentiment thefe Authors ftrive to eftablifh by | 
the Example of Man and Wife, who are fepa- 
rately capable of getting Children with other 
‘Perfons; but never have this Effe@ by their own 
Embraces, Tho’ this Sentiment feems to be 
plaufible enough; yet I am apt to reje&t it be- 
caufe it explains Fecundation by occult Quali- 
ties without any real Mechanifm; wherefore 
I would rather fuppofe, in: this Cafe, the 
feminal Animals of the Man to be too weak and © 
A 2 languid 


440: OF THE DISEASES 


Janguid, and that they bear no Proportion to 
the Woman’s Matrix, which is exceflively hot, 
whereby they are deftroyed, This Wo- 
man on the contrary may be impregnated by 
another Man whofe feminal Animals are ftrong 
and active enough to bear the violent Heat, 
&c, of this Woman’s Uterus. The Fhisband 
--alfo may beget Childen on another Woman, 

whofe Womb is more temperate and accom- 
modated to the Quality of his feminal Animals, 
Therefore this Phenomenon is more mecha- 
nically explained in our Syftem, than by the 
obfcure Analogy or Proportion and other Qua- 
lities aforefaid. 

As to the Symptoms of Sterility, I know 
none which it has in particular; if any appear 
therein, they are rather Attendants of the other 
Diforders or Caufes which gave Birth to it. 


DIAGNOSTICS. 


The Diagnoftics of the Diforder are mani- 
feft: But thefe of its Caufes are very obfcure 
and intricate; asis the Origin of the Evil. To 
purfue the Matter more methodically, let us 
examine the refpective Signs of the four Claffes 
of Caufes hitherto mentioned, 

1, The Obturation, Compreffion, Cléfite: 
yicious Situation, €&c, of the Os Uferi are 
difcoverable by the Touch, As to the Infenfi- © 
bility of the Vagina, &c, the Wife is to 
be examined about it, as alfo the Husband, 

who 
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who will tell you if they have a mutual and . 
reciprocal Pleafure in the venereal Action. 
If Tumors, &c, comprefs the Paflage, what 
preceded or followed will help to inftru& you: 
If none of thefe Signs appear, you are to pro- 
ceed farther, and examine, 

2. Whether the Woman has a Suppreffion 
of her Menfes, Scirrhi, &c. of the Uterus; 
whereby you may learn the Denfity or Hard- 
nefs of the Matrix, or that it is internally 
covered with a {piffid Lymph, as. you may 
affure your felf in Cafe of an habitual Fluor 
Albus, &c. or finally, if the Seed be too fud- 
denly wafhed away by an abundant F/uor Albus, 
or fanguine Evacuations, &c. Wherefore you 
are to examine both the Man, and Wife, to . 
learn whether both of them immediately after 
Coition had their Parts dry; for in every fertil — 
and efficacious A& of. this Kind, the Parts of 
Generation are dry. If you learn nothing by 
this Enquiry proceed to the next Clafs and 
fee, 

3. The State of the Ovaria; examine whe- 
ther they be fwelled, and of what Kind the 
Tumor is, whether it ‘be {cirrhous, oedematous, 
{uppurative, &c, finally you come to 

4. The Examen of the Evacuations of the 
Uterus, to learn whether they are capable of 
deftroying the feminal Animalcula. Hence 
you difcover whether the Evacuation be puru- 
lent, an acrid Fluor Albus, acrid Flux of Blood, 
&c, If none BF all thefe mentioned Signs ap- 

ZL 3 pear. 
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pear, and the Woman is-barren, the Vice 
fhould be referred, 

5. To the preternatural Quality of the Ute- 
‘rus or languid State of the feminal Animals, 
as we mentioned before ; efpecially if you dif. 
cover, that the Man and Wife feparately and 
with other Perfons, are capable of Paap 
gating. | 


PROGNOSTIES. 


Thefe Sighs require no great detail; yet as 
barren Women ardently defire Generation, the 
Phyfician fhould be acquainted with their 
State, in order to fpare himfelf the Pains 
of prefcribing for fuch as are incurable and 
who frequently follicit him for Remedies; 
as well as to fave his Reputation. This Dif. 
order in general is void of Danger. Sterility. 
proceeding from the Obliteration of the Os 
Urert, from Scirrbi, Ulcers, Cancers, Drop- 
fies ana Abfcefies of the Miisie: as alfo of the 
Ovaria, or when it proceeds from an advanced 
Age, is incurable; becaufe each of thefe Dif- 
orders, which like fo many Caufes-gave it 
Rife, is incurable. The Species of curable 


Sterilities, are fuch as fpring from Diftorti- — 


ons or vicious Situations of the Os Uferz, 
Obftructions of the Body of the Urerus; fich 
as proceed from an over-hot or otherwife vi- 
cious Temperament, from a Fluor Albus, 
ep of the Menfirua, Nemorrhage or ~ 

frequent 
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frequent fanguin Evacuations of the Userus, 
the want of a proper Age, &e. 


Gu ees 


To explain methodically the Cure of Ste- 
tility, we fhould here enumerate all the Reme- 
dies for the many and different Diforders which 
give it Rife, and of which we have partly fpok~ 
en feith cat ot {hall hereafter... So it will be 
fufficient for our. prefent Purpofe to fketch 
out the Remedies proper for the fulfilling of 
the Indications, with the Diforders or Caufes 
of Sterility, ranked, under the mentioned four 
principal . Heads, and. which are the moft 
common Caufes of this Diforder. Hence, 
.1.,1f the Orifice of the Matrix be oblite- 
rated by a Cicatrice in Confequence of a ve- 
nereal Ulcer, or fuch as {pring from the Lacera~- 
tion of that Organ in difficult Birth, Gc. it is 
in vain to employ any Remedies; for that 
Caufe of Sterility is incurable. 

But if the Diforder depends on a fpiffid vif 
cous Matter, which obftructs the Orifice of 
the Uterus, and hinders the Semez from entring 
its Cavity, the cure may be attempted, by the 
Remedies that attenuate and divide this Mat- 
ter and afterwards evacuate the fame. Thefe 
are 1, Injections compofed of vulnerary deter- 
five Plants. In the Time of injecting the Pa- 
tient fhould. be put in fuch a Situation, as 
may retain the Injection the longer in ‘the 


Kagings in order to aét the better on the 
Z 4, vifcid 
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vifcid Matter in the Orifice of the Matrix. | 
2. The Aq. Thermales are very efficacious for 
this Purpofe. 3. Peflaries compofed of atte- 
nuating and irritating Plants, which produce 
the fame Effect in the Vagina as they do in 
the Nofe, v7z. by their Irritation, they excite 
the Contractions of both Organs, whereby 
their vifcid Matter is abundantly expreffed 
and difcharged. 4. Finally, the Patient takes 
internally aperitive Broths, Apozems and Elec- 
tuaries, of which we have frequently treated 
hitherto. Thefe are the moft efficacious Re- 
medies I know, as well to divide and attenuate 
this vifcid Matter, as to refolve the Tuber- 
cles which fometimes comprefs or ftop the 
Orifice of the Matrix. 

2. If the Orifice of the Uterus be turned ei- 
ther to the right or left fide, or to the Rec#um, or 
Os Pubis {fo that it does not prefent itfelf to the 
Vagina, we have no other Means to remedy this 
Vice, buta convenient Situation of the Woman, 
viz. exercere rem veneream five ab antica 

five a poftica Parte. ‘The Cafuifts all condemn 

thefe different Methods of embracing a 
Woman when they are employ’d only for Plea- 
fure’s fake, but when they are intended only 
for Generation, and that this is impoffible 
otherwife, the moft rigid of them admit 
fuch. 

3. Ifthe barren Woman be naturally cold 
and infenfible of Pleafure during the venereal 
Adion, that the Vagina does not contract it 
felf, and that the Orifice of the Matrix does 

not 


not approach the Pemzs nor receive the injected 
Semen, let the Remedia Aphrodifiaca be em- 
ployed, which are met with almoft in all me- 
_ dicinal Books: and which fhould be made hot 
to warm the Patient. a Th 

4. If the Semen be received into the Uterus 
and that it cannot pafs into the Blood, thro’ 
the ObftruGtions, Sczrrhz, Cancer, &c. of that 
Organ, aperitive attenuating Remedies fhould 
be employed.. See the Cure of thefe different 
Diforders.. If the Evil {prings from the Sup- 
preflion of the Menjirua, frequent Loffes of 
Blood by the Uferus, an acrid and abundant 
Fluor Albus,-you muft recur to their particu- 
lar Cures hitherto mentioned, | | 

5. Ifthe feminal Anmmalcula of the Man 
cannot live in the Cavity of the Userus till the 
Ovum or Veficula falls therein, thro’ fome pu- 
rulent Humour, a corrofive Fluor Albus, &c, 
we fhould then employ fuch Remedies as are. 
proper to cicatrize the uterine Ulcer, and cor- 
rect the Vice of the Fluor Albus or remove 
it, &e. : 
+ 6. Finally, when Barrennefs depends on a 
local Vice in the Ovaria,.as their incifted 
Tumors, Obftructions, Scirr/:z, Hydatides, &c, 
employ your aperitive Remedies, After all, | 
the Sterility proceeding from this Caufe, is 
commonly incurable. Thus far of the Treat- 
ment of the Diforders which caufe Sterility; 
now of the.Cure of the Caufes which produce 
it more frequently; thefe arethree.. 1. A vif- 
cous fpiffid lymph which lines the internal 
Surface 
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Surface of the Uterus, whereby the Semen can= _ 
not be abforbed nor conveyed into the Blood, 
2. The Relaxation of the Orifice of the Uterus; 
whence it cannot immediately contract it felf — 
after the venereal Action, fo as to’ retain the 
Semen long enough. 3. The exceflive Heat 
of the Uterus, whereby the An:malcula are de+ — 
ftroyed before the Ovum defcends into the 
Matrix to be impregnated by one of them. 
The two firft Caufes are fufpeéted, when 
the Uterus is bathed with a redundant Quantity 
of Lympba, as we obferve in fome Women of 
a cold phlegmatic Conftitution; fuch asare very 
fat, have foft and flaccid Fleth, and fuch as are. 
fubject toa Fluor Albus. The Indications which 
prefentthemfelves in this Cafe are, r.'To dryup 
the Humidity of the Userus. 2..To attenuate 
and evacuate the redundant Lymph. To fulfil 
thefe Views, we are 1. to employ Purgatives; 
but above all, Emetics, which are the more 
efficacious, as the Patient is fat and phlegma- 
tic: For they fhock all-the Vi/cera of the Ab- 
domen, and plentifully exprefs this ftagnant 
Lymph by ftool, Urine, the Vagina, &c. 'Thefe 
different Organs, efpecially the Matrix, being 
thus comprefled by the Efforts of vomiting. 
Yet the Emetics are contra-indicated in fuch 
as have a tender Breaft, fpit Blood, have a. 
Difficulty to vomit, &c. wherefore you are to 
employ Purgatives, particularly Hydragogues, 
as Diagryd. ‘falap. Scammon. ©&c. Aperitive 
Broths and Apozems are alfo employed. They 


are compofed of vulnerary Plants, which are 
| boiled 
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boiled in veal or pullet Broth to make> the 
former; no Flefh is employed for the latter, 
To the Broths and Apozems are added fome 
neutral Salts or Preparations of Mars, Along 
with the Broths and Apozems may be em- 
ployed aperitive EleCtuaries. Bath-Waters are 
alfo prefcribed in this, Diforder to. be. drank, 
or employed as Baths, Duccze, Injections into 
the Matrix in the very Time of bathing ; or 
finally the Patient may receive their Fumes 
by a Tunnel into the Urerus, which is one 
of the moft effectual Remedies in Sterility of 
this Kind, or when it proceeds from a, Fluor > 
Albus; for it dries and fortifies the Tonys of 
the Matrix. Vulnerary Injections are alfo 
employed: They are compofed of Aé/ynth. 
Matricar. Rut. Marrub. Pulp. Colocinth. Puly, 
Myrrb. &c. That the Injections may have the 
better Effect, let the Patient be conveniently 
fituated. 

The Peflaries which are introduced into the 
Vagina are compofed of Hier. Picr. Galen. or 
Tin. Sacr. Pulp. Colocinth. Sem. Nigel. Rut. 
and other irritating Drugs, which do not 
want a good Effect in this Cafe, by ftimula- 
ting the Vagina, whofe Contractions exprefs 
_ abundance of ftagnant Lymph and Phlegm. 
But to bring thefe Peflaries to a proper Con- 
fiftence, you are to add g. s. of Honey. 

Perfumes are alfo very ufeful; wherefore 
take a fufficient Quantity of Styrax, Labda- 
num, Lignum Aloes, Scorie Antimon, Amb, 
Flav. Gagates, Lap. Hematit, of which you 
| make 
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make Boles ; thefe you throw on burning Coais; 
and the Patient is to receive their Fumes into 
the Vagina by the Help of a Tunnel. All 
thefe Remedies act like the Peffaries and Bath- 
waters, which are preferable to all the reft: 
For they not only procure the Evacuation of 
the redundant Lymph and other fpiffid Hu- 
mours, which line the Matrix and Vagina, but 
alfo fortify both Organs. 

If the Matrix be too relaxed by the Pre- 
fence of a fimple redundant and ferous Lymph, 
the Blood fhould be difcharged of its abundant 
Serum. The Remedies proper for this Intent 
are, 1. A fudorific Ptifan made of Guayac. 
Salfaparil, China, Saffafras. 2. Broths made of 
Vipers, Crabbs, &c. To which Remedies add 
your HydragoguePurgatives; forall thefe Reme- 
dies evacuate the fuperfluous Serum by Stools, 
Urine and Sweat, whereby the Blood is 

ed, and the Solids fortified. 

Aftringent EleCtuaries are alfo ufefully em. 
ployed in this Cafe. They are compofed of » 
Malicor. Sang. Dracon. Balauft. Balfam Capix. 
Cupula Nuc. quercin, Syr. Rof. Stec. vel 5 Rad, 
Aper. 

The Patient may be ied el in Baths com- 
pofed of the Decottion of Pon. Artemif; 
Ariftoloch. Salv. Origan. Majoran. Stech. Rof- 
marin. Rut.& Bace. Laur. & Funtper. whiltt 
the Patient is in the Bath, let her open. the 
Labia Vulve from each other, and inject the 
Decoétion of the Roots of Ariffoloch, Matri- 
car. Fol. Aloes, Gc. The Ag. Thermal. taken. 


internally 
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internally, Bath-wife, in Duccie¢ or InjeCtions, 
are alfo very efficacious. For they fortify the 
Solids, and evacuate the redundant Sero- 
fities. er’ 

Finally, when Sterility proceeds from the 
' Deftruction of the Animals by the exceffive 
Heat of the Urerus, we are firft to examine 
the Certainty of the Diforder, This we have 
Room to conjecture, when a Woman is other- 
wife well conftituted, and that no other Caufe 
of Sterility appears, but that fhe is of a vivid, 
bilious, hot and fanguin Conftitution. 

The Indications which this Cafe prefents, 
chiefly confift in calming the Effervefcence 
and Rarefaction of the Humours, and in re- 
laxing the braced and overftretched Fibres of 
the Solids, 

Thefe Indications are fulfilled, 1. by cooling 
Broths of Veal and Pullet, proceeding after- 
wards to the Ufe of Affes Milk, cold or aci- 
dulous mineral Waters, Baths of Warm-water, 
Injections into the Matrix, made of Aq. Hord. 
boiled Emulfions, and finally Clyfters made of 
the Decoétion. of Sem, Lin. 

Before I quit this Subje&, I muft obviate 
this Difficulty made againft my Syftem of 
Generation, viz. How comes it to pafs that 
a Woman may be delivered of a white and 
a black Child at the fame Birth; feeing in our 
Sentiment, all the feminal Animals are of the 
fame Kind, and that thefe are the Principium 
and Origin of the Embryo? 


tet 


350 OF THE DISEASES 

That this Difficulty may be juftly anfwer’d, 
we fhould know in what confifts precifely the » 
black Colour of the Skin of the Negroes, and 
why fome Men are black in certain Countries, 
and others white, 1n as hot Climates as thofe 
of the former, as “ithiopia, We thould alfo 
know if a young Negroe, bred. in a cold Cli- 
mate, would thereby lofe’any of his natural 
Black ; and if his Pofterity would in Propor- 
tion, as they recede from him, become whiter, 
All which Queftions I wave at prefent, as not 
being to my Subje&; their Explication alfo 
being too tedious, and the Digrefiion too wide. 


Cuap. XXVIII. 
Of Moues. 


| Y a Mole is underftood a Mafs almoft of 

a {pherical Figure generated in the Ute~_ 

rus, which may be miftaken for an Infant in 
the Womb; it is of various Bulk, fometimes 
of the Size of a large Nut, fometimes as big 
as the Fift, fometimes as big as any Infant; 
nay, fometimes larger than an Infant, at the 
ordinary Term, with his After-birth. The 
Moles are alfo different in Subftance; fome 
are pulpous, foft, and fpongy, fome membra- 
nous, &c, they commonly have a Cavity, more 
er lefs great, in their Middle, This is fome- 
times full of Serofity, fometimes of a great 


Number of Hydatides, as large each as a 
ont’ Grain 
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Grain of Millet, and frequently as a Riper s 
Ege. 
ee might feem that the Conception af a 
Mole thould be performed the fame Way with 
that of an Infant; for the Symptoms of both 
are the fame, and their Growth likewite. 
The Bulk of a Mole is much the fame with 
that of a genuine Infant: And when it does 
not exceed the ordinary Term of Child-bear- 
ing, its Exclufion is not more difficult ina 
chad of -an Infant. 


DIFFERENCES. 


Moles, as we remarked, differ, 1. By the 
Quality of their Subftance:s fome being pul- 
pous and {pongy, fome membranous, Se. 
2. They differ in Bulk; fome are very ‘large, 
others as fimall as. the Ege of a Hen or 
Pigeon; in which Cafe, they are commonly 
called a falfe or fpurious Germe. 3. They 
differ by their Cavities; fome being very large, 
others proportionably {mall ; the one and the 
other is full of ftagnant Serum, or Hydatides. 
4. They vary with regard to the State of the 
Embryo. In fome we find noVefligza of an Em- — 
4ryo; in others, after a long and {trict Refearch, 
we find it dry, and-no larger than the fmalleft | 
Infe&: Sometimes it appears as big as a Bee, 
a Bird, and fometimes larger, but always dried; 
which argues that it took no Nourifhment a 
long Time before. Thus far of the Differen- 
ces of a Mole, Now we come to its Caufes, . 

| CAUSES. 
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If we believe the Antients, Moles are the 
fole Produé&t of menftrual Blood retain’d in 
the Uterus. This they did not hefitate to affert ; 
citing the Example of fome illuftrious, and 
virtuous Widows, who were deliver’d of Moles 
a long Time after the Death of their Hufbands, 
and who were not fufpected of any carnal 
Commerce with other Men. Yet they agreed 
that this rarely happen’d in Virgins, thro’ the 
Vivacity of the Circulation of their Blood ; 
whilft its Lenter contributed to the Production 
of Moles in Widows, by its Stay in the Matrix. 

Phyficians are not fo credulous at prefent as 
formerly; wherefore they affirm that all Moles 
are real Conceptions ; which cannot happen, 
unlefs there. has been fome venereal Inter- 
courfe between the two Sexes. Nor do 
they believe that a Woman can become 
pregnant through Imagination, Hence as of- 
ten as we meet Moles, we may affure that 
there has been Co-habitation with Man. But. 
to explain what a Mole is, the Moderns have 
invented two principal Eypothefes. The firft 
is, that a Mole is a true Conception, perfect - 
in its Origin, wz. that there has been the 
Union of an Ovum of the Woman with the 
Seminal Animal of Man; which laft has pe- 
rifh’d in fome Time, more or lefs, after Fe- 
cundation: And that’ the After-birth has not 
been detached or difengaged, as in the natural 


State; 
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State; and that it benefits of all the Nou- 
rifhment intended by Nature both for itfelf 
and for the Embryo: Whence it becomes fo 
large, but a deform’d Mafs. 

The fecond Hypothefis is, that the Mole is — 
a Veficle or Ovum, which was fecundated by 
a feminal Animalcule; but has adhered to the 
Uterus, and augmented in Bulk, without an 
Embryo. To eftablith this Sentiment, they cite 
the Example of Moles, wherein no Rudiments 
of an Embryo can be difcover’d; whence they 
conclude, that no feminal Animalcule has ever 
enter’d it ; whilft the former Hypothefs fuftains 
the contrary, and fays that the Embryo has 
perith’d fooner or later, which makes the dif- 
ferent Bulk of the Placenta. As to the Moles 
wherein no Veffigza of an Embryo are difco~ 
ver'd, we may plaufibly explain them in this 
Syftem, by faying that this is owing to the early 
Lofs of the feminal Animalcule, which was 
fo little, and fo dried up, that we can obferve 
no Remnant of it: But when it has lived for 
a confiderable Time in the Ovum, that then 
it is proportionally vifible, After all, you may 
indifferently embrace either of thefe Sy{tems ; 
yet it is Fact, that all Embdryo’s are the Refult 
of the joint Concurrence of both Sexes; con- 
fequently a true Conception. 

To underftand how a Mo/e happens in a 
real Coriception, you have only to form an 
Idea of a wither’d Almond, whofe, Kernel 
we compare toa decay’d Embryo; whilft the 


Shell of this Almond, which may be com~ 
A pared 


** 
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pared to the Placenta, grows proportionally in 
Bulk. 
We now want to know what deftroys the 
Embryo, earlier or later, in the Ovum. The 
Fetus, in itsGrowth may perith by an Infinity 
of Caufes; as by Dropfy, Inflammation, or 
other Diforders: Whence its Body will become 
fo dry and corrugated, that it will be almoft 
imperceptible ; efpecially if it perifhes very 
early. Or, the Embryo may die from a 
Fault of Organization, or want of Nutriment, 
thro’ the Knots, Obftruction, or other Vice of 
the umbilical Vefiels; whereby the Circulation 
is interrupted, and the Fetus deprived of Nou- 
rifhment. Finally, a Defect in the Infant, or 
inthe annexed Parts, &c. both together, may 
caufe its Deftruction ; which, as it happens foon- 
er or later, will render the Emdbryo more or, 
lefs confpicuous; fo that we fometimes can © 
diftinguifh even the Sex, whilft at other Times 
we find no Vefizgra at all: This we may ex- 
plain likewife in the fecond Hypothefis, by fay- 
ing that no feminal Animalcule has enter’d fuch 
Veficles, either thro’ the Smallnefs of its Fora- 
men, or the Largenefs of the Animalcule, which 
could not penetrate. Or finally, becaufe the fe- 
minal Worms perifh’d'in the Matrix, before the 
Defcent of the Ovum: And tho’ they remain’d 
alive till then, that ne’er a one of them was 
active or dexterous enough to enter the Ege; 
in which Cafes, the Veficle may really augment 
‘in’ Bulk, and be nourithed without any Bm- 
bryo. As for my Part, 1 imagine there is. an 


Embryo 
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Embryo in every Mole, and that it is a true 
Conception. 

You are to site that ihe Midwives of 
Paris call the Moles wherein no, Embryo is 
difcover’d, Faux Germes, or falfa Germina. 
- Some even to confole the Women, call Abor- 
tions wherein there is a real Embryo, by the 
fame Name. 


SYMPTOMS. 


As a Mole is a true Conception, it is at- 
tended with the Symptoms of fuch ; which 
neverthelefs vary in the Courfe of Child- 
bearing. -But Women who bear the Mo/e, feel 
a kind of Weight in the Womb, like that’ of 
a Lump of Lead, which changes its Situation 
as often as the Woman doth; which Imprefii- 
on a quick Child in the Womb doth never 
create: Whence fome experienced Women ea- 
fily diftinguifh the one from the other. 

2, A Mole gives a f{pherical Form to the 
Abdomen; but in true Pregnancy, the Head 
of the Infant being towards the Navel, raifes 
a kind of Elevation or Tumour there, whilft 
the Sides are flat; but the whole is round, if 


it be a Mole. 


3. If the Woman is big of a Mole, the 
feels no Motion in the Womb, but that of 
a dull Weight: In true Pregnancy, on the con-_ 
trary, the Infant has an animal Motion. 

4. At the Term of Parturition, the Infant 
aids its own Exclufion; which a Mo/e, for, 
Aa2 want 
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want of Life and Action, never does: Whence 
it fometimes doth remain Twelve or Fifteen 
Months in the Uferus, to the Woman’s mani- 
feft Danger, 

5. If the Placenta be more nourith’d than 
the Embryo, the Ma{fs will be fpongy and pul- 
pous: If the fame happens to the Corzon and 
Amnzios, the whole will appear membranous ; and 
in this Cafe the internal Cavity will be much lefs, 

6. If any Obftacle interrupts the Circulati- 
on of the Lymph in the Placenta, many Hy- 
datides will be form’d, fo as to fall the whole 
Surface of thefe Membranes. 


DIaGNosTics. 


Thefe comprehend two States; the one 
whilft the Mole is in the Womb, the other 
after its Exclufion. 

In general all the Symptoms of a Mole, 
whilft in the Uterus, are much the fame with 
thofe of real Pregnancy; but in the Courfe 
of Geftation, they vary a little, and give us 
fome Light to diftinguifh both. 

1. We may fufpect a Mole in the Uterus, 
when upon any Motion; the Woman feels a 
dull Load, or Weight like a Ball of Lead. 

2. When her Belly is round or {pherical, — 

3. We may be fully convinced of the Truth, 
if at the fame Time, the Patient during the 
whole Courfe of Pregnancy, has felt no Mo- 
tion or Agitation in the Womb, like that of a 
living Fetus. As for the laft Sign, we muft 

: wait 
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wait till the third or fourth Month, before it 
will appear; but if it does not then, and that 
we difcover the two former Symptoms at the 
fame Time, we may juftly conclude the Wo- 
man to be big of a Mole. 

After the Exclufion, we fhould learn ihe: 
ther it be a Mole or Bbortiad tho’ in Rea- 
lity, this Diftinction 1s of little Moment: Yet » 
in the Mole, the Membranes are almoft obli- 
terated, and the Placenta makes more than 
the one half of the Volume; whilft in abor- 
tive Births, it takes up no more than one 
third of the Mafs. In the Mole, the Ca- 
vity in the Centre is confiderably diminifh’d, 
and is much lefs in Proportion to the Size 
of the Placenta. . Moreover, when Abortions 
happen about the third or fourth Month, we 
always find the Eméryo in a good State; but 
in a Mole, on the contrary, it is intirely cor- 
rugated and dry. 
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The Mole in itfelf, threatens no Danger; all 
the Difficulty confifts in being deliver’d of it, 
which is not eafily perform’d : For there is 
neither Motion in it, nor Contraction excited 
in the Uterus, as when there is an Infant. 
The Mole yields no Opportunity of being 
grafp'd by the Midwife’s Hand to be extracted: 
Whence feveral Women have died of it, with- 
out being ever folicited to exclude it; which 
fhould be chiefly underftood of the larger 

Aa 3 Moles . 


4583 OF THE DISEASES 


Mojes. As to the Cure of a Mole, we know 
no Means of preventing its Formation: All 
confifts in affifting the Woman, as we fhall ex- 
_ plain in difficult or laborious Births. 


Cir gp SEXVILE 


Of ABORTION. 


"WY Abortion we underftand an untimely 

fp Exclufion of the Fetus; which is difen- 

caved from the Matrix, and expelled before 
the ordinary ‘Term, fometimes a few Days, 
fometimes a Month, two, or more, according ag 
the pregnant Woman is difpofed thereunto, by 
Falls or other Hurts, which may happen at 
any ‘Times of Pregnancy. 

Toc 4h png how the Infant is difen- 
gaged from ve Uterus, we are only to récol- 
lect how the Infant is attach’d thereunto, 
To handle this briefly, we are to obferve that 
when the Vefcle falls into’ the Matrix, it 
‘gently floats in a great Quantity of Serum, col- 
lected in the Cavity of that Organ. Provident 
Nature has render’d this Veficle of unequal 
Weight; whence the Placenta being lighter 
than ; an equal Volume of the reft of the Ovum, 3 
holds the fuperior Part, or Fundus of the 
Uterus; to which it always adheres, fome- 
times directly, or a little to the Sides. Then 
it receives plentifully its Nourifhment; parti- 
cularly in the Beginning, feeing’ its Growth is 
fo fpeedy, fo as to pafs in a fmall Time from 
the Bulk of a {mall Vefcle, to that of an Em~ 

br 0, 
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dbryo, or falfum Germen, which we obferve’ in 
fome Women at the End’ of a Month,’ As 
the Matrix by {welling becomes’ more pul- 
pous, fpongy, and difpofed like Dowe, to re- 
ceive the growing Placenta, the Union of both: 
daily becomes more. firm and deep : So that 
we may comipare this Adhefion, to. that of 
a Seal in foft Wax. The Matrix thus re- 
ceives the Placenta like a round Cake: Hence 
Nature has placed many little Eminences and 
Depreffions in the internal Surface of the Ma- ' 
trix, for its ftri€ter Union with the different 
Lobes of the Placenta. Moreover, we have fre- 
quently hitherto fpoken of the Appendices cece; 
which are capable of being open’d and purfed 
up at their Extremities, either to give Way 
or put a Stop to the flowing Humours. Thefe 


_. Appendices become very turgid after Fecunda- 


tion, the uterine Milk being then very plenti- 
ful; whereby the Colatorta Laéea prefs by 
their Dilatation the collateral Veins and 4- | 
pendices : Whence the laft are confiderably dif- - 
tended; yet they cannot be open’d at their — 
Extremities, being fuftain’d and implanted in 
the Placenta, which ferves as a Point d’appuy, 
‘whereby they do not yield as they do in Men- 
ftruation. Nay; they grow fo long in this. 
Cafe, being continually extended, that they 
are ten or fifteen Times longer than in their 
natural State, thro’ the vaft Influx of Blood. 
They alfo grow thick in Proportion ; fo that 
we fometimes find them as large as Quills, 
Thefe Veffels, I fay, being daily advanced in- — 


> the! .Pores of the Placenta, rénder its mu- 
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tual Adhefion to the Uferus much the firm- 
er; but it is rarely complete before the third 
or fourth Month, when the Fetus requires 
confiderable Nourifhment: And the greater 
this is, the firmer the Connexion will be, 
thro’ the Augmentation of the faid Veffels, 
Eminences and Depreflions, &¢. Now we 
are to examine what breaks this Adhefion, © 
and difengages the Placenta before the ninth 
Month, 


CAUSES. 


- The too early Difengagement of the Pla- 
centa from the Uferus, may be procured by 
three general Caufes, 1. By the Extravafation 
of Blood, Milk, €%c. betwixt the Placenta and 
Uterus. This intermediate Liquor will caufe 
- their Separation, juft as it would Paper glued 
to Wood. 2. If the Placenta be contracted 
and corrugated, it will feparate from the Ufe- 
rus; juit as a Wooden Pin, by fhrinking and 
contracting, becomes loofe in an Augrehole. 
‘Therefore all that corrugate the Placenta, 
may be referred to this Clafs of Caufes. 3. The 
Placenta is difengaged by violent Shocks, &c. 
This Order feems good; yet I imagine it is 
more natural to diftinguifh the Caufes of A- 
bortion into internal and external, The for- 
mer are of greater Confequence. They are 
deduced, 1. From the Vice of the Blood. 
2. From the Embryo, 3, From the Uterus. 
4, From the Mother, 

a 1. The 
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“x, The Blood may caufe Abortion by its too 
great or too {mall Quantity; which two Cau- 
fes are directly oppofite the one to the other, 
Tho’ the Infant requires a reafonable Quantity 
of Blood; yet too much of it may create inflam- 
matory Infarctions, or ftop the Circulation, and 
fo deftroy the Infant. Or the Plethora may give 
Room to a Rupture of the Blood Veffels, vio- 
lent Hemorrhages and Inundations of the Ma- 
trix, whereby the Placenta 1s. detach’d, and 
the Infant deftroy’d; or it doth perifh for want 
of Nourifhment. And the longer it remains 
in the Womb, the longer the Hemorrhage will 
hold; becaufe the ruptured Veffels-are kept 
conftantly dilated by the Prefence of the Blood 
and Infant, which in this Cafe, perform the 
fame Thing, as a Ligature on the Arm in Ve- 
nefection: Wherefore it is a conftant Maxim 
with all knowing Midwives, to extract the In- 
fant as foon as poflible, in thofe Cafes; other- 
wife both the Mother and Infant would perith. 
On the other Hand, the Infant may die for 
want of Blood to fupport it, or at leaft the 
Placenta will be thereby dried for want of 
Nourifhment, will feparate and give Room to 
Abortion. . 

2, Abortion happens from a Defect in the 
Infant; ifthe Circulation be interrupted by any 
Obftacle, fo that the Infant perifhes, the P/z- 
centa will fall off, and give Room to Abor- 
tion. The fame Thing may happen, if the 
Infant be naturally too large and heavy, or is 
become fo by Dropfy, or if there be Twins 

, at 
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at the fame Time in the Womb; for thefe 
by their Weight and Motion, break the Ad: 
hefion of the Placenta from the Uterus: Hence 
Abortion. 

3. The Matrix will give ‘Reon to Abor- 
tion if it be too fmall, and cannot yield, or 
be fufficiently dilated by the growing Infant, 


‘| 


and Placenta. If it be not fufficiently pul 


pous, fo as to receive the Placenta profound- 
ly enough, ithe Adhefion will be: fo fuperficial, 
thatvit: will yield to the leaft Effort; if the 
Matrix be too foft and relaxed, thro’ the 
great Quantity of Serum which bhthes Toy 2 Ta 
all thefe Cafes; I fay, Abortion » will fuper- 
vene, 

4, Of the Mothet’s Side, Abortion may 
happen from violent Fevers, Small.or French 
Pox, Vomiting, Tenefmus, Convulfions, Gc. 
all which, by the *Shocks they excite in the 
Body, frequently have the above Effedt. 

As to the external Caufes of Abortion, they 
are ttrong Purgatives, Emmenagogues, which 
_ over rarify the Blood, and produce Hemor- 
thages, fudden Paflions, as Frights, Sorrow, &c, 
violent Motions, as Leaping, Dancing, riding 
in jolting Carriages, raifing great Weights, 


Falls or Strokes on the Region of ‘the Uzerus ; 


habitual Fluxes; immoderate Evacuations, @&e, 
all which contribute. to produce Abortion in 
jeveral. Women ; particularly when the Union 


of the Placenta with the Urerus 1s not very in- — 
timate; with fome other Difpofitions (of which | 


hitherto) otherwife they hardly produce this 
Effect, 


You — 
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You may obferve that there are feveral 
other Methods. and Means of procuring Abor- 
tion ; for how many abominable Remedies do 
fome unfortunate Creatures employ, to the 
utter Shame of human Nature and Religion, 
to deftroy their Fruit ? Thefe Cafes are but 
too common, in an Age fo much corrupted as 
ours. Thefe miferable Women who covet 
Abortion, never want Minifters of all Robes 
and Conditions, to put their wicked Intentions 
in Pradtice; who yield to their Defires, and 
| ferve as Accomplices of their Ruin. I am 
flenderly acquainted with thefe Cafes; yet I 
know {till too many of them, to give you an 
Idea of their Wickednefs. God forbid that I 
fhould give you any Light into fuch pernicious 
Remedies, and diabolical Arts, which are em- 
ploy’d for fuch execrable Purpofes. Nor do I 
think that their Knowledge is neceflary for 
you; becaufe you can perfectly fulfil the Du- 
ties of your Profeflion, in this Cafe, if you 
can’ but prevent Abortion, and check the: 
Symptoms which it brings along with it, But 
this/you can do without the Knowledge of 
thefe damnable Arts, Tho’ the Accidents to 
which fuch Abortions give Room, are fre- 
quently very pernicious; and hice thefe vile 
Creatures merit, as the juft Judgment of God ; 
neverthelefs, Religion obliges us, as much as 
poffible we can, to obviate their bad er - 
quences, 


SYMPTOMS, 
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SYMPTOMS. 


The Symptoms of Abortion are Twofold: 
Some are the Forerunners of a threatening 
Abortion, or fuch as denote the Difpofitions 
to this Mites tative others attend an impending 
or imminent one, which is, as it were, ready 
to happen. Of the firft Clafs are, 

1. A Pain in the Loins, or rather in the 
Bottom of the Urerus ; balan correfponds to 
that Region, thro’ the Diftra€tion caufed in 
that Organ by the Placenta, which menaces 
its Divulfion. 

2. A dull or gravative Pain in the internal 
Parts of the Thighs, thro’ the Diftraction of 
the round Ligaments of the Matrix, which 
are expanded and inferted therein, after they 
pafs thro’ the Azauli of the abdominal Muf- 
cles. 

3. Slight Shiverings betwixt Flefh and Skin, 
which are fympathetic Convulfions of the cu- 
taneous Fibres, in Confequence of the painful 
Impreffions made on the Uferus: As we fee 
likewile in all other fenfible, acute Pains; and 
as we frequently obferve In all confiderable 
Indigeftions. 

4. The Belly from being eminent and pointed, 
as it was about the beyals becomes flat and de- 
prefled; which denotes inevitable Abortion, the 
Infant having fallen into the Hypogafrium. 
This Argument of Abortion is the furer, if, 

x The Infant is motionlefs ; which dee 

that 
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that it is dead, or very weak, for want si Nou- 
rifhment. 

6. The Breafts, which before were turgid, 
now fubfide, and become flaccid. ‘This denotes 
that the P/acenta is partly, or intirely difengaged 
from the Matrix; whence the uterine Lacteals 
are emptied, and a Paflage procured for the 
uterine Milk; wherefore it regurgitates from 
the Breafts, finding lefs Refiftance in running by 
the Uterus. Thus it is not furprizing the 
Breafts become flaccid in this Cafe. We now 
come to the meee soils announce Abor- 
tion ready to happen ; 

1. A {mall Flux of Blood or Serum, which 
ouzes from the Uterus; upon which follows the 
Efflux of the Waters, Flooding, &c. for thefe 
denote a Rupture in the Veflels of the Matrix, 
and that the Orifice of the fame Organ is open’d; 
all which fpeedily menace Abortion. 

2. The preceding Sign is the more certain, 
if at the fame Time the Patient feels acute, 
cholic Pains in the Matrix; which fpring 
from the Change of the Infant's Situation, or 
a Collection of Blood in the Userus, end: its 

convulfive Contraction. 

3. If fhe complains of Pain about the Os 
Pubdbis and Os Sacrum, it denotes that the Infant 
has fallen down to the Orifice of the Matrix ; 
where it produces a Diftraction, which the 
Patient refers to the faid Places, tho’ they are 
no way affected, 

4. The Patient fuddenly feels a Defire of 
going to Stool; but thefe are the Effect 


of 
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of the Impreffions caufed or excited by the 
Child. 
_. g. Finally, the Patient is feized with Weak 
ne{s, Palpitations, convulfive Contractions per 
Confenfum, Syncope, and other Symptoms too 
tedious to be mention’d, 


DIAGNOSTICS. 


A prudent Phyfician fhould forefee a threat- 


ening Abortion, as well as that which is ready . 


to happen; in order to prevent the Abortion 
in the former Cafe, and diminifh at leaft its 
Symptoms in the Lave 


To forefee a future Abortion, the following 


Signs will be of Ufe; fuch as are various Falls, 
Strokes, Plethora which appears by frequent 
Hemorrhages of the Nofe, and that the Pa- 
tient won’t fuffer it to be diminifh’d by PAse- 
botomy, and that fhe won’t keep her Bed 
after fuch Accidents, If thefe precede, and 
that the Pains of the Loins, Thighs, want of 
Motion in the Infant, Confticind of the Abdo- 
men, Sc, fapervene, the Patient fhould be adver- 
tifed of the Neceffity of Reft, and the other 


Precautions an to prevent bad Contfe- 


quences. 


If Abortion really approaches, it will ap= 


pear manifeftly, if the above Symptoms, or 
fome of them, have preceded, and that more 
violent Symptoms follow; fuch as confiderable 
Lofs of Blood, or ferous Flux from the Mfa- 
trix, colic Pains of the Ufrerus, conftant 

| Pains 


3 


O.Fs WWM EN. “4 367. 
Pains about the Offa Pudzs and Os Sacrum; 
and above all, if the Patient 1s fuddenly feized 
with a Defire of going to Stool. Then it is 
in vain to attempt preventing the Evil; fo 
you are to endeavour to check the Symptoms, 


ProGNnostTics, 


In general, Abortion is reputed more dange- 
rous than a natural Birth; but above all; when 
it is violent, or fuddenly procured: For, iri that 
Cafe, the Placenta is fo diftraéted from the ° 
Matrix, that fome of it frequently remains at- 
tach’d to that Organ; or, what is worfe, it 
brings along with it fome of the very Sub- 
ftance of the Matrix, or burfts fome of the 
collateral Vefiels, and produces mortal He- 
morrhages. From thefe Affections Pane UI- 
cers, Ge. of the Urerus. 

I may cite you feveral Obfervations of un- 
fortunate Creatures, who have miferably pe- 
rith’d after fuch unnatural Ways; and that by 
procuring thefe violent and fudden Abortions: 
For, if they do not. immediately die of Abor- 
tion, they commonly do by fome of its bad 
‘Confequences. In natural Births, on the con- 
trary, provident Nature works by Degrees, and 
as it were imperceptibly ;. the Placenta being 
gently difengaged from. the enas, without 
any Violence or Rupture. 

If the Patient has frequently faffer'd Abor- 
tion, fhe becomes commonly barren, nay, if 
it happen but two or three Times; becaufe 

it 
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it pre-{uppofes a habitual Defect in the Pa> 
tient’s Body, Womb, or in the Infant, as thei’ 
Weaknefs, &c. w ereby the Fetus cannot ar” 
tive at the natural Term. We daily fee fome 
Families to become extinét by this Means. 
Tho’ a Mifcarriage in general is dangerous, 
yet the Danger is not equally great in all its 
Cafes; it varies principally according to. the 
‘Time wherein it happens, Degree of the Syrnp- 
toms, &c. For, Abortion in the fecond or third 
Month is lefs dangerous than when it happens 
in the fifth or fixth Month ; becaufe in the laft 
Cafe the Infant is larger, ana the Adhefion of 
the Placenta firmer: Both of which muft be 
overcome before the Exclufion of the Fetus. 


hebte bags gh oF 


The Cure of Abortion is twofold: The one 
to prevent Abortion when it is threaten’d, and 
to allay its Symptoms; the other confifts. in fuc- 
couring Women who are fubject to it, by any 
{mal] Accidents. And this 1s to be principal- 
ly employ’d when the Time approaches where- 
in they mifcarry, tho’ no Symptoms of Abor- 
tion appear’d hitherto. 

When a Woman is threaten’d with Abor- 
tion, all Caufes capable of producing it, fhould 
be avoided, if poffible. The Phyfician fhould 
examine the Patient’s Pulfe, to fee whether fhe 
is plethoric or not; of which he may be alfo in- 
form’d by the Patient’s Regimen, her paft Life, 
if fhe be fubjett to Melancholy, Grief, Be. 

which 
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which hindred her of eating; if the be fubjeé 
to any great Evacuations, or impoverifhed by 
preceding Diforders. When the Phyfician 
difcovers the Patient to have been reduced by 
thefe Caufes, and that fhe is not plethoric, 
let him beware of bleeding her; on the con- 
trary he muft augment her Nourifhment, and 
prefcribe her an analeptic Diet, or what we 
call reftorative Food. This Diet confifts in 
feeding the Patient with a {mall Quantity of 
nourifhirig Aliments at a Time, not of over 
hot ones; but of fuch as comprehend many 
balfamic nourifhing Particles in a fmall Bulk; 
rich Broths or Confommatums made of the Juice 
of Flefh-meat, and taken by Spoonfuls; Gellies 
made of old Capons, Partridges, or frefh Eggs, — 
to which you add the Juice of Veal or of 
Sheep’s Hearts, {piritous Wine, as Canary or 
Alicant Wine taken by Spoonfuls now and 
then, or the Patient may dip a piece of Bread 
therein and eat of it.. To makea rich Broth 
of the Capon and Partridge, let them be firft 
boiled in good Broth; afterwards their Wings 
are pounded in a Mortar, and the above Broth 
thrown upon them, juft as if you were making 
an Emulfion, the whole after Expreffion is 
ftrain’d and referved for Ufe, This Diet is 
excellent for a Woman that is menaced with 
Abortion thro’ her reduced and impoverifhed 
State, | 

But it is more important to place’ the Pa- 
tient In a proper Situation, Wherefore: let het 
lic on her Back, fo that her Thighs and pofte- 
Src osaed on og Blow ey  goye 
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riour Parts be more elevated than her Belly» 
that the Fatué by its proper Weight may not 
prefs on the Orifice of the Matrix, nor the 
Placenta be difengaged. Thus let her lie, conti- 
nuing her analeptic Diet for three or four Days 
or more, but moderately till fhe recovers her 

Strength, | 
In all other Cafes but in the Impoverifhment 
of the Patient's Conftitution, or precedent He= 
morthages, fhe fhould be bled in the Arm if 
any Signs of Abortion appear, and above all if 
fhe be plethoric; nay in this Cafe Venefection 
may be repeated in the faid Place two or three 
TiméstodiminifhtheP/ethora of theUrerus,and - 
to reduce her ftrong and feverifh Pulfe, which 
- is 2 common Attendant of this State. If the 
Patient fell, or receivéd any Strokes on the lower 
Belly about this Time, let her be moderately 
-nourifhed, with light digeftible Aliments ; 
as Soup, Rice, Gruel, Gellies, Panadoes, 
freth Eggs, little Wine, but no Flefh-meat, ob- 
liging her ftrictly to keep in bed. Thefe Pre- 
cautions are fuflicient to prevent Mifcarriage, if 
the Patient be only {lightly threatned with it, 
But if the feels a pricking or painful Irritati- 
on in the Abdomen, a Detire of going to Stool, 
&c. we muft employ Narcotics in a fmall 
Dofe, in order to check thofe Impreffions, 
but fo as not to ftupify the Patient. Thus the 
Separation of the. Placenta is frequently pre- 
vented, . Yet weare fometimes obliged to pro- 
ceed farther, tho’ we do notfometimes fucceed, 
But that we fhould leave no Method untried, 
ts ie ind and 


OF WOMEN. » 47% 


and that nothing may feem defective to the 
Aififtants, we prefcribe gently aftringent and 
attenuating Vulneraries, in order, as it were, 
to reunite the Placenta, and facilitate the Cir- 
culation of the Blood. ‘Thefe are Coral. pp. 
Pulv. Rad. Tormentil. gr. Kermes.gr. Plantag. 
Sang. Dracon. Rafur. Ebor. Terr, Catech. Rad. 
Tormentil. Maftich. Macis. 2, 3, or 4 ata 
Time ad gr. viij. vel Df, pro Dof; But the 
Macis being aromatic is given in a fmaller 
Dofe. To thefe add Conject. Alkerm. vel de 
Hyacinth. ad 3ff. Syr. Papav. Alb, 3ij. Ting. 
Anodyn, ad Gutt. xviij. Different Compofiti- 
ons are made of thefe Drugs, as Boles in Pan. 
Azym. or Tablets with Sugar, to be exhibi- 
ted every third or fourth Hour. There are 
alfo Potions made of the diftilled Waters of 
Plantain, Artemi/: Meliff. Menth.&c. with the 
former Simples, which may be varied feveral 
Ways to mafk their Quality, and content the 
Imagination of Women who love Variety. 
The following Remedies are extremely in 
Vogue for this Diforder, fo that it would 
feem to be a Crime to omit them. Thefe 
ate the Spod. or Ebur. Calcinat. C. C. Pphice 
prap.of each 3}. To thefe you add the Germina _ 
of three or four frefh Eggs, and fome white 
wine. For the Spodtum is fomewhat aftrin- 
gent, the Heart’s Horn is abforbent, the Ovor. 
Germina.are fudorific, and the Whitewine ape- 
ritive and cordial. In uniting all thefe, fome 
imagine to do Miracles; tho’ the Remedy is 
not as efficacious, as they fancy. Some Women 
| | Bb 2 pega 
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are fo defirous to avoid Abortion, that the 
can never be contented. For they {till crave 
more Remedies: And they will expect you 
fhould run over all the Materia Medica for 
this. Purpofé; wherefore you are obliged to 
~ yield to their Importunities, and order Platters, 
Unions, Ointments, Fomentations, @&c: all 
which are really ufelels ; but as they are not 
hurtful. the Phyfician may comply with their 
Demands. ‘The Plafters are applied to the 
Region of the Loins, to retain, as they fay, 
the Infant in the Matrix. They are compo- 
fed of Pitch, Incenfe, Sang. Dracon. Maftich. 
Pulv., Rofor. Rubrar. ‘Bol. Armen. Terr. Si- 
gillat. Spodium, Therebinth, €c. Thefe are ap- 
plied to the-whole Region of the Loins, Os 
Sacrum, and are carefully conveyed even to 
the Navel, to render. them, as they fay, the 
more efficacious, If you have not Patience 
enough, Complaifance, or fufficient Time to, 
order fuch Preparations, you may prefcribe 
fome officinal Plafters, as Emplafir. contr. 
Ruptur, Emplaftr. de Stechad. &e. 

The Un@ions are made with O/. Myrrb. 
Ovor. Laterit. Pingued, Capon. Anfer. vel Pull, 
with which you rub the Patient’s Loins, 
and Inguina : This amufes 19 and that is” 
all. | 

The Fomentations are Sai with the De- 
coétion Of Malicor. Gland. Cuprefi.. Gland. 
Quercins contuf. Baluft. They are boiled in 
Forge-water or in rough red Wine, But alk 
thefe fatigue. the Patient in Vain, Yet they 
a8 i i, ea | fhould 
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fhould not be negle&ted ; for if Abortion fu- 
pervenes, as it does but too, frequently, the 
Phyfician would.be blamed, if. he did not 
employ ‘them. Yd yeaa Wis 

The good Women have alfo: another Piece 
of Practice, which confifts in rubbing the Pa- 
tient’s Thighs and Belly upwards; to employ 
dry cupping-glafles to her Breafts and Shoul- 
ders; to.make ufe* of Ligatures applied to. the 
Thighs, But all thefe are ufelefs, if not hurt- 
ful., .For the Ligatures derive the Blood plen- 
tifully to the Matrzx ; wherefore bleeding in 
the Arm will do much better.. - 

We fhould not forget here a famous Re- 
amedy, which has reigned at leaft for an hun- 
dred Years paft,. and. which we have from 
Crato, quondam Phyfician to three Emperours, 
This Remedy contains nothing fingular, yet 
we fhould know what it is, thro’ its extraor- 
dinary Efteem, 


kk. Rad. Biffort. Pulv, Gran. Kerm. Pores 
tulac. et Plantag. Pulv, ana 31. Cori- 
andr, Pulv. 3}. vel yj. Sacchar»Cand, 
Dj. mf. Pulv. pro. iv, Dofid. 


Each Dofe of this Powder is taken ina freth 
Egg every four Hours, for four Days together, 
This Remedy cannot be bad. -The Rad. Bz- 
flort. is a, gentle .vulnerary Aftringent: The 
Kermes is cordial,, the Plantain is aftringent, 
and the Portulaca cooling. The Sugar and 
Coriander, ferve only to give a more agreca- 

Naik Bb 3 * Die 
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ble Tiafte and Flavour to the Remedy, yet it 
may be fomewhat ufeful in other Refpedts, 
‘tho’ not fo much as it is reported, 

Some Women have alfo fuch odd Fancies as 
to cut very minutely fome Crimfon Silk, and 
to take it in a Spoonful. But this fhould be 
decompofed to be of any Service, and this can- 
not be performed in the Stomach; we find 
that Silk affords by Diftillation a volatile 
Salt, which it will not yield in our Stomach, 
Woman’s Imagination is fo trivial that fhe con- 
fiders only the Colour of this Drug. Formerly 
Silk was dyed with Kermes, whence this kind 
of Colour is called Color Kermefinus, and the 
Kermes being in great Reputation for preventing 
Abortions, has given Room to the Ufe of this 
_ Silk, which is a meer Amufement. 

It may be demanded whether the feminal 
'Animalcule having got into theVeficula, may live 
there for fome Time before the Veficle ad- . 
heres to the Matrix to draw its ponte 
from thence. 

That it can thus:live we may prefume; 
becaufe the Ovum is fuppofed not to adhere 
to the Bottom of the Marrix, ’till about the 
End of the firft Month, in Woman : during 
which Timethe 4m Rt fhould be nourlhed 
by the Contents of the Ovum, &c. There are 
even, as fome pretend, certain Animals in 
which the P/acenta is never attached to the 
Uterus; whence fome take: Occafion of di- 
ftinguithing Animals into different Claffes with 
Regard to their Placenta, Some they call 

Animalia 
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Animalia Placentifera, Of thefe are Women, 
whofe Placenta refembles a round or circular 
Cake, Some have a Placenta called Cotyledon ; 
becaufe it refembles a Kind of Cup like the 
Plant called Umbzlicus Veneris, as we oblerve in 
Cats and Dogs, Other Animals are -called 
Glandulifera; becaufe their Placenta is a Mafs 
of Glands: Such are the Placente of Sows 
and Mares. In which Animals thofe Authors 
pretend that the Placenta is never attached to 
the Matrix. But what is Fact, is, that if it 
adheres to that Organ, the Connexion is late in 
the afore-faid Animals. From this we may con- 
clude that the Animalcule may live and en- 
creafe in Bulk in the Veficula, tho’ there be 
no immediate Connexion betwixt itfelf and the 
Matrix for fome Time. 

The fecond Cure confifts in preventing 
Abortion in fuch as have frequently mifcar- 
tied before, and in avoiding its Accidents, 
Some Women never retain their Fruit till 
the ordinary Term of Child-bearing; but dif 
burthen themfelves of it about the third or 
fourth Month. But if the Phyfician be fo 
‘happy as to make them pafs this fatal Term, 
they efcape and are delivered at the natural 


Time. Sed hic Labor, hoc Opus. For thefe .. 


Perfons are fo difpofed to this Accident, that 
by {neezing, or {peaking loud, they are 
fubje&t to mifcarry. This Kind of Abor- 
tion prefuppofes fome one of the follow- 
ing Vices, viz. that the Matrix is fo weak, 
as to be incapable of bearing the Infant’s Weight 

Bb 4 ~ “above 
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above two or three Months ; or it is too res 
laxed, and its Orifice remains open and is ne- 
ver exactly clofed; or finally it is fo little, that 
it cannot fufficiently dilate itfelf to give Roan 3 
to the growing Infant; whence he is fo ftrai- 
ten’d, that he ftrives to turn and tumble him- 
felf, whereby the Placenta is lacerated from the 
Uterus, and the Exclufion of the Fetus 
haften’d, 7 

To remedy this Defect, we fhould propofe 
to our felves two Views; the one leads us to cor- — 
_ rect the different Difeafes of the Mother’s Body 
in General, the other to remove the Vices of 
the Uterus. 

In order. to. correct e firft, we fhould 
learn whether the Mother’s Blood be acrid, 
f{piffid, too abundant, ‘or defective. ' But the laft 
‘Caufe is rare; becaufe pregnant Women com- 
monlyindulge themfelves and form much Blood. 

_ If the Blood be acrid, bleed in the Begin- 
ning of Pregnancy to prepare the Patient; 

then purge her gently pro re nata. If the 
Blood be acrid and fpiffid, let her take mine- 
ral ferruginous Waters, Goat’s or Affes Milk, 
Decoctions of China or Sarfaparilla, Baths of 
warm Water, vealor pullet Broths, Whey, &c. 

If the Blood. be too abundant and not a- 
crid, you may content your felf with a good 
Regimen, bleed the Patient pretty often to- 
wards the fecond Month, ‘for we rarely bleed 
during the firft. 


"3. The next View confitts in correcting the — 


Vice of the Matrix. If it be obftructed, too 
hard 
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chard and compaét, or ‘too. foft and relaxed, 
‘you muft treat its ObftruGtion with gentle 
-Aperitives combined with Diluents. The A- 
peritives are employed in Bolés or Electuaries. 
If you prefcribe Emmenagogues, let them be of 
the mildeft Sort; thefe are neceflary, becaufe fuch 
Patients never have regular Menftruation; 
otherwife their Matrix would have been foft 
and pliable. If the U¢erus be hard: and com~ 
pact, let her ufe warm Baths made of the De- 
coction of emollient Plants, as Malu. A/¢h. 
Parietar. Sem. Lin, whofe Ufe may be occafi- 
onally repeated. } 
If on the contrary the Uterus is too: fof 
and -relaxed,. make. ufe of Baths of the Ay. 
Thermal. or of aromatic Plants, as Majoran, 
Thym. Serpill. Rofmarin, Matricar, Saly, 
Abrotan. to. fortify and ftrengthen the relaxed 
Fibres. \For'this Purpofe may be employed 
@ Ptifan of the Woods, Nor fhould the Woman 
cohabit for fome time with her Husband; nay 
the fhould not lie with him for a T'welvemonth, 
For this Action relaxeth the Urerus ; where- 
fore fhe fhould refrain from him, till the Parts _ 
are {trong enough to bear, and to give Room 
to a happier Pregnancy. When thefe Patients 
are once’ big with Child, they fhould keep 
their Bed as ftriét as poffible; and tho’ this 
_ Method is fomewhat troublefome, yet fome 
Women are fo reafonable as ‘to obferve it; 
and by this Means the P/acenta adheres the 
better to the Uterus, and bears lefs on its Ori- 
fice, whilft the contrary happens in a. per- 
bd pendicular 
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pendicular Situation; wherefore the Patient — 
fhould keep her Bed at leaft till the fatal Term _ 
is paft; Prudence even fhould oblige the Phy- 
fician to make her keep her Bed as long 
as poflible, tho’ fhe may take a little more 
Liberty, when out of Danger. The Patient 
fhould be alfo flenderly nourifhed with di- 
geftible Aliments. Women who live at their 
eafe, commonly deftroy their Infants by eating 
too much. For a Patient, who indulges her- 
felf with fucculent nourifhing- Meats, and ex- 
ercifes little or nothing, forms too much Blood; 
wherefore fuch require repeated bleeding, once 
in two Months, nay fometimes once a Month, 
if the Patient be plethoric. But each bleeding 
fhould be fmall. 

Pregnant Women are commonly contfti- 
pated, becaufe the Infant in the Womb bears 
on the Reéfum, and they nourifh themfelves 
with fuch juicy Aliments, that few Excre- 
ments are formed. Thofe efpecially are fub- 
ject to this Accident, who exercife little, and 
who indulge Sleep. To remedy this Ac- 
cident, Clyfters of warm Water are prefcrib- 
ed, in which we frequently boil Sem. Lzn, 
for this keeps the Patient loofe without pro- 
ducing mortal Drarrbeas, which may other- 
wife happen, We may likewife prefcribe for 
this Purpofe OL. dmygd, Dul. cum Vitell, Ovor. 
always ordering a proper Regimen at the fame 
Time. They ought alfo to go loofe in their 
. Drefs, and wear low-heeled Shoes. 

Thus I have feen the Infants of fome con- 
fiderable Families to have been preferved for 

: the 
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the long wifhed for Carefles of their Pa- 
rents: I have fucceeded in the Treatment of 
one Patient in particular in this Cafe, who 
was happily delivered of feveral Children 
afterwards. | 

The Phyfician is not to forget to. apply 
fome aftringent Plafter to the Patient’s Loins, 
as the Emplafir. contr. Ruptur. vel Emplafir. 
pro Matric. que@ etiam malaxart pofit ad p, e. 
if the Phyfician neglected thefe, he would cer- 
tainly incur the Reproaches of the good Women, 
who are feldom without a little Superftition, 

Great Moderation fhould be ufed, for fome 
Time, in the conjugal Affair, during Pregnan- 
cy; for ardent and frequent Copulations often 
caufe Abortion, as I have known, | 


eins: ot pechic Reape 
Of Parturition. 


“WHE prefent Subject upon which we enter 
| is extremely more difficult than any 
we hitherto have had, I don’t intent to give 
you here a complete Treatife of Midwifery ; 
for this would lead me too far, nor is it fo 
requifite for a Phyfician. Such as intend to 
follow this Branch more .clofely, fhould work 
and fee the Operations thereof: Wherefore 
omitting the Species, I fhall content myfelf at 
prefent to giveyoua general Idea of the Matter ; 
therefore, in order to come to the Knowledge of 
Roy dificult 
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difficult of preternatural Births, it is neceffary to 
form a juft Idea of the natural ones, which 
will render the Subject of our prefent Lectures 
purely phyfiological, and will comprehend 
‘three principal Queftions. 1. What determines 
Parturition at a certain or limited Time more 
or lefs. 2, What difpofes or relaxes the Parts 
of Generation in Women to give Way and 
yield to the Infant, and what are the protru- 
five Vires which exclude him. 3. What are 
the Accidents which fupervene after Delivery. 
1. The firft Queftion is more curious than 
ufeful; yet the Curiofity is Praife-worthy. Tho’ 
the Time of Delivery is pretty fixt and uni- 
form; yet it may vary in one or more Days, 
nay in the fame Woman at different Births. 
But it is always fixt and certain as to the 
‘Month; feeing it happens from the fifteenth 
Day of the ninth Month to the End or the 
thirtieth Day of the fame: And tho’ fome Wo- 
men affure, that Delivery may happen fooner 
or later than this Term; yet I fufpect very 
much that they are wrong in their reckoning, 
as being ignorant of the precife Time of Con- 
ception; for that Nature fhould be uniform in 
her Operations it is neceflary, that Woman 
fhould -have her determined Time of Deli- 
very, as well as other.Animals, tho’ the Term 
be different. .As to-the Caufes of this Term 
of Delivery in Women, Authors are varioufly 
divided about it. Some fay that it is owing 
to a Colleétion of Meconitum, fo called from 
its Refemblance. to Opium, which the Gre- 
| Clans 
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cians name after that manner; and the French 
Midwives Poix géne. This being collected in 
the Infant’s Inteftines, irritates the fame, renders - 
the Fetus uneafy, makes him ftruggle in the 
Uterus, difengage the Placenta, and haften his 
own Exclufion, when the above Matter isin 
a fufficient Quantity, as they fufpect it 1s, at 
the ufual Term of Child-bearing. Others at- 
tribute this Effect to the Acrimony and Isri- 
tation of the Urine in the Bladder. Others 
on the contrary explain this Phenomenon by 
the Difficulty the Matrix has in yielding to 
the growing Infant, above a certain Pitch or 
Degree, The Infant being atlength too much 
confined and ftraitened, becomes uneafy, and 
 ftrives by moving to procure himfelf a little 
more Room ; by which Efforts he detaches the 
Placenta, and promotes his own Exclufion. 
_ Thistheypretend to prove byExperience. For as 
they fay, Twins are frequently mifcarried, thro’ 
their Weight, and Want of fufficient Room, 

I will not deny but the Imprefiions made 
“by the Meconitum and Urine, the Smallnefs — 
of the Uterus, and the Difficulty it has in dilating, 
may contribute to the Exclufion of the Fetus at 
the ordinary Term ; yet I pretend, that this may 
be better explained and more naturally by the 
Infant’sSituation. That this may be the better 
_ underftood, you are to obferve that the umbi- 
lical Cord or Veffels are attached to the Placenta} 
and the Placenta to the Matrix. The Infant 
is inan Aiguilibrium with the Waters, which 
furround him in his proper Integuments. The 

| {pecific 
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{pecific Gravity of the Infant being the fame 
with that of the Waters, he freely and with- 
out conftraint floats therein, and is equally com-. 
prefied on all Sides, the actaAud Fluids ren- 
dring this Compreffion uniform and gentle; 

whilft, if the Infant lay dry in the Womb, he | 
would continually fuffer by the unequal Con- 
tractions of this Organ, its Compreffion by the 
Mufcles of the abdomen, &c. In this State 
the Infant has his Head upwards, and his Feet 
towards the Orifice of the Uterus, with his Face 
to the Mother’s Abdomen; during the firft fix 
Months he remains in this Situation, his Head 
being towards the Mother’s Navel, for his 
Feet are during that Time {pecifically heavier 
than the Head: But this Part begins at Length 
to grow fafter in Proportion than any other; 
wherefore its fuperiour Weight turns the Infant 
with its Head downwards towards the Orifice of 
the Urerus, juft as we fee a Ball of Lead joined - 
toa piece of Cork, by its fpecifical Weight 
to Gnk, whilft the Cork floats on the Surface 
or keeps the fuperiour Parts. This change of 
_ Situation in the Infant is owing to the fpeedy — 
Growth of the Brain. He 1s thus turned a- 
bout fifteen Days or three Weeks before the 
Delivery, which the Midwives, nay the Mo- 
thers perceive at that Time; w rherefore they 
fay that the Belly has then fallen, They found 
themfelves fomewhat light and active before; 
but now they feel confiderable Weight on the 
Orifice of the Matrix from the Compreffion 
occafioned thereon by the Infant’s Head and 
7 Shoulders ; 
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Shoulders; whilft the Feet are direCted up- 
wards. : : 

2. The fecond Queftion demands, What is it 
that difpofes the Orifice of the Matrix, with 
the Vagina and Vulva to dilate themfelves, and 
give way to the propelled Infant, and what 
are the Vires or Momentum which exclude 

As to the firft Part of this Queftion, the 
conftant Compreflion which the Infant’s Head 
Caufes for fifteen Days or thereabout on the 
Orifice of the Uterus, gives alfo Room to the 
gradual Compreflion and Infartion of the 
Veins of this Orifice, Vagina, &c. whence they 
become cedematous by the Stagnation of the 
Serum. Thus the faid Parts are continually 
bathed and relaxed toa prodigious Degree, fo 
that they may be confiderably diftended with- 
out any Danger of Rupture; whence we may 
remark the boundlefs Wifdom of Nature, 
which prudently difpofes every Thing to its 
intended Term; whilft all human Art could 
not procure fuch a harmlefs Dilatation, with- 
out forcing Nature: When the Vu/va is dif- 
covered to be cedematous, we always judge 
that Delivery is near at Hand. , 

As to the fecond Part of this Queftion, it 
confifts in knowing what are the Powers which 
exclude the Infant. Thefe are eafily difco- 
vered: For the different carnous or mufcular 
Fibres of the Matrix ate found to be ina 
fenfible Contraction at this Time. Ruyj/ch 
has fancied a particular circular Mufcle in the 
alee Bottom 
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Bottom -of the Matrix intended for this Pur- 
pofe: But Anatomy has not as yet verified 
its Exiftence. Befides the Contra@tion of the 
Uterus, that of the Abdominal Mufcles, Dia- 
phragm, €c. concurs likewife per Confenfum. 
So the Simultaneous Contraction of thefe and 
the Uterus are the Powers whereby the Infant 
is excluded. 

That - difficult and preternatural Births, of 
which we fhall treat hereafter may be the bet- 
ter underftood, it will not be amifs to give 
at, prefent a general Idea of the Progrefs of 
the Infant propelled by the above Vires in the 
Time of a natural Birth, which is as fol- 
loweth. 

The Infant in the Womb, as we remarked 
before, has its Head for about fix Months 
towards the Mother’s Navel, that by this Situa- 
tion, the Placenta may adhere the better to 
the Womb. Sooh afterwards he tutne Plead 
downwards;. the Matrix is follicited by this 
Weight, according to the Mechanifm above 
given, to yield at its Orifice to the propell’d 


‘ 


Baia and Amnios; which, with the Waters 
they contain, form a kind of fall Pouch or 
Velicle in the faid Orifice, This Protuberance 
fhould not be burfted too early; but it fhould 
be fuffer’d to break of itfelf, if it does not de- 
Jay too long, or till the Woman is really in 
Labour: For if it had been burfted too foon, 
the Extraction of the Infant would have been 
the more difhcult, not being lubricated cis 

t rele 
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tlefe Waters at the proper Time. In this De- 
gree the Matrix is {aid to be dpen. 

~ The Infant continually advances the above 
Protuberance; gradually enlarging the Paffage, 
that the Crown of his Head may be felt: In 
which Cafe he is faid to be crowned; in 
French, Iléft au Couronnement. ‘The Birth 
is then advanced by the one third Part; the 
Midwife may at the fame Time aid his Ex- 
¢clufion ; which tho’ fhe did not, Nature alone 
would have done the Work. When the Infant is 
protruded into the Vagina to his Ears, he is faid 
to be in the Paflage: Nor is it furprizing that 
the Infant’s Shoulders do pafs, feeing his Head 
does; for it may be geometrically proved that | 
the Circumference of his Head is greater, or 
at leaft as great as that of his Shoulders, be- 
ing of a circular Figure, which is the moft 
capacious of any. But this Proportion of 
the Head and Shoulders is obferved only in 
Infants, not in Adults; wherefore when the 
Child’s Head once pafies, the Affair is almoft 
over, unlefs by a vicious Conformation, his 
Shoulders be too large. The Infant being thus 
advanced, if the Membranes are not burfted, 
they may be then open’d,in order that the includ+ 
ed Waters, by their Effufion, may lubricate the 
Vagina, &c. whilft the Remainder pufh for- 
ward the Infant. As foon as the Infant is 
excluded, the Midwife fhould carefully lay 
him on hef Knees, with his Face down- 
wards, to give a free Iffue to the Waters 
he has in his Body, Nofe, Mouth, &¢. other- 

Cc wile 
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wile he may be in:Danger of Suffocation. In 


» the next Place the Placenta is to be extracted ; 


which ufually foon appears of itfelf, if it be 
not attach’d. to the Uterus. . But ae it {til 
adheres to it, the Midwife muft not act. by 
Force; .on.the: contrary, fhe mutt feparate 
it gently, as we fhall. hereafter. direct... The 
umbilical Cord muit be now cut, having made 
a Ligatune as well-on the Child’s Side, as on the 
Mother’ s, to prevent a fatal Hemorrhage 
to them both: “You are alfo to ebferve that 
in natural Births, the Infant's. Face -isturned 
to the Mother’s Coceyx: ; for if it, had been turn- 
ed tothe Offz Pubis, the Nofe would have been 
cruth’d to Pieces, and would be an. Ampedi- 
ment in his pa bea Befides, it 1s necef-. 
fary that his Facehould be turned. downwards; 
otherwife, the Waters would ftifle him by en- 
tring continually at his Nofe and Mouth, which 
by this Situationis prevented, , But the Infant’ S. 
 Nofe being turned.to his Mother’s Coccyx, . the: 
laft yields, as doth alfo the Nofe itfelf, being car-, 
tilaginous and compos ’d.of feveral Pieces.. The. 
fame Thing is to be underftood of his Head, 

which is pliable, and compofed.of many Bones,. 
whence: it yields, and forms a Kind of Point. | 
in the Expulfion , adapting itfelf to the 
Paflage; which it could. not have done if it 
were hard or compofed, only of one Bone; yet. 
after all, no Animal is fo {ubject to diffi- 
cult Delivery, and. Pains. as» Woman,. her 
Fetus’s‘Head being larger in Proportion than 
thas ofany other fpimals Crore ior 
a hey > Some 
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Some Authors pretend that in all Births the 
Offa Pubis are feparated: But I fancy. this 
never happens but in very difficult Births. 
For in-natural ones the yielding foft Difpos 
fition of the Infant’s Head, with the fame Dif 
pofition of the Mother’s Coccyx are fufficient, 
I own a Diflocation of the Coccyx fometimes 
doth cigivaet in this eek rs but this is eafily re- 
medied, 

In the third place we are to explain the 
Symptoms which follow Parturition. The 
firft. and principal is a fanguine Evacua- 
tion or Kind-of Hamorrhage, which is fome- 
times fo confiderable as to frighten the A ffiftants. 
This proceeds from the Appendices CECE, 
which are now feparated from the Placenta 
and no longer fuftained thereby: They are 
in this ftate very large and long, being very 
turgid with Blood, whence the Flux is large, 
but no way dangerous; on the contrary. it is 
very ufeful and neceflary, to unload © thofe 
Veffels, This Evacuation holds three Quarters 
of.an Hour or more, and the Flux retains 
a fanguine Colour for: three or fout Days, 
fometimes only twelve Hours, fometimes twen- 
\ y four. But this fanguine Colour begins to 
go off by Degrees; of adark Red it becomes 
florid, then like the wafhing of Fleth, and at 
the End of ten or twelve Days the Flox is 
purely milky: But at Length thefe Floodings 
become fimply lymphatic. The Lochia in 
General continue. more or lefs, according to the 
ieee s Temperament; the Heat of the Cli- 

Cea mate, 
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mate, the Manner of Delivery, and other Cir~ 
cumftances, I’ve feen fome Women who had 
them for fix Weeks, and did not give over till the 
Menftrua appeared. While they flow and 
pafs thro’ the different Degrees aforefaid, the 

Matrix and Appendices venofe are contracted 

in the fame Proportion, and the Colatoria 

Laétea which comprefled them are alfo eva- 

cuated. After Delivery, whether it has been 

performed in a Chair intended for that Pur- 

_ pofe or upon a Bed, the Woman fhould be re- 
moved thence, and a folded Sheet fhould be 

laid under her Hips in order to receive 

the Lochia; warm Linnen fhould be applied 

to her Vulva, that the cold Air fhould not 

enter the Matrix, which would be otherwife 

of very bad Confequence. Grumous Blood 

fometimes remains in the Cavity of the Uterus, 

in Lumps as big as Pigeon’s or Hen’s Eggs 

and frequently as large as the Fift; whence 

{pring violent griping or Colicks of the Ufe- 

rus, much,more painful than during. the 

Time of a genuine Delivery, thro’ the Inflam- 

matory State, or Kind of Phlogofis, of the 

Uterus. Afterwards the delivered Woman 

fhould be treated with Embrocations on the 

Abdomen, if it be painful; if not, you may 

content yourfelf by applying a Comprefi dip- 

pedin warm Wine to the Belly, which is alfo 

fecured witha Roller, that it may not be pendu- 
lous. or too big. All other Animals have no 
Occafion for fuch Preparation. But fome Mid- 
wives {wathe thePatient’s Belly fotight, that we 
: are 
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ate frequently obliged to loofen the Bandage, 
efpecially if the Patient’s 4édomen be painful, 
in which cafe, it would be better to have 
the Belly pendulous than to rifque the In- 
flammation of the Uferus Gc. which may 
otherwife happen. 

As to what concerns the Breatts, we muft 
wait for two or three Days till the Milk ap- 
pears; then they are rubbed with the Oil-of 
{weet Almonds, on which is put fome Tow 
or Cotton covered with a warm Linen and 
Bandage, to make the Milk take another Way. 
This Compreffion hinders the Collection of 
Milk in the Breafts, which may otherwife hap. 
pen. This is continued for fome Time, -dur- 
ing which the Patient fhould obferve an exact 
Regimen, taking only Broths, till the Fedrzs 
Laétea is over, which commonly ends about 
three or four Days after the Birth. But fome 
of thefe Women, and even their Midwives 
recommend hearty Meals; and in fome Pro- 
vinces they give Cheefe, Soup or the like, to fill, 
as they fay, the Vacuum left by the Infant. Yet 
thisCuftom is very imprudent, and may do much 
Harm. Women newly delivered take the Oil 
of fweet Almonds and a little Wine to prevent 
the colic Pains which happen after thefe Births; 
But all this is ufelefs. 

Having premifed thefe general Ideas of Par- 
turition, Order requires that we fhould come 
next to Births in particular, and detail more par- 
ticularly their Circumftances, firft {pecifying 
what is to be done in all natural Births. * 

Cc 3 Three 
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‘Three Perfons are commonly concerned in 
every Birth, viz. the pregnant Woman, the 
Midwife, | brid the Phyfician. | 

As to the firft, 1, She is to give no At- 
tention to tranfitory flight Pains, commonly 
called Flies by the Midwifes; nor do expe- 
rienc’d Women ever mind them. 2. Let the 
Patient be commodioufly fituated, on a 
- Straw-bed, which yields lefs than any ‘other, or 
Jet her be feated in a perforated Chair dntended 
for: this Purpofe. 3. The moft convenient 
Situation for the’ Patient is a reclined one, 
with her Shoulders a little elevated. 4. The 
Midwife fhould preach Patience to her, and 
affure her of a fuccefsful delivery. 

Next comes the Duty of the Midwife, She 
muft pare her Nails very clofely, anointing 
her Fingers with fome Oyl. Let her introduce 
them from Time to’'Time into the Vagina, to 
know the State of the Matrix. When the Time 
of Delivery approaches, the Orifice of the Uze- 
«us begins gradually to dilate; fo that the Breadth 
of a Three-livres’ Piece of the Infant’s Head; 
like a Circle, is difcover’d by the Finger, If 
it be not his Head, but rather his Hand, Foot, 
Placenta,’ ec. which thus: prefents itielf, the 
Part may “be immediately: perceived by the 
Touch. This Diftin@ion is neceflary; for, in 
the lat Cafe, the Birth may be preternatural : 
On the contrary in the former.’ Moreover, 
the Midwife fhould take Care not to mifttake | 
a Protuberance of the Membranes of the Fetus 
with their Waters, for the foft Parts of his Bo- 
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dyws This we learn by a‘kind vof:Firmnefs 
and Refiftance in thefe, whiclr is ‘not obferva- 
ble inthe Protuberance. At length the Infant’s 
Head is a little farther advanced; and 4s, as 
they fay; au Courronnement. The Midwife 
fhould in thefame Proportion,’ relax the Va 
gina with forhe oily: Remedy; as: frefh: Lard, 
Capon’s Greafey &c. Them the: Woman in 
_ Labour» fhould’ regulate her ‘Throws, ‘along 
with, the mechanic Contractions of the Uterus, 
to:propel the Fetus: Nor is {he to divide, ‘ag 
it were, her Efforts, by» crying or otherwife, 
but.is to make great Infpiration, and employ 
allithe Organs’ of Refpiration, with the Con- 
traction of the Diaphragm,:abdominal: Muf- 
cles; Se. .to-affift. the Operation, “When his 
Head is in the Vagina, the Mother fhould re- 
double her ‘Efforts; to advance the Infant’s 
Shoulders; ‘otherwife, by the Contraction of 
the’ Orifice of the Matrzx on the Child’s Neck,. 
he may be ftrangled, if fhe does not {peedily 
propel him; particularly when the Shoulders 
are too large yNor ‘fhould the Midwife, during 
all this Time, <fet: any great Strefs on the 
Gripings, or tranfitory colic Pains of the Pa- 
tient, nor take them for true Labour, When 
the Infant is'deliver’d, let: him: be treated as 
we ‘mention’d* before, If the After-birth is 
not deliver’d immediately after the Infant, but 
remains on the ‘contrary, attach’d to the Use- 
rus, let the Midwife introduce her Hand into 
the: Uferus, with the Cautions. before-men- 
tion’d, and difengage it gently. . Afterwards 
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let her apply a warm Linen to the Patient’s 
Vulva; but fo that it will not impede the 
flowing Lochia. An Hour after the Birth, 
let the Patient take a little of the Oil of Sweet 
Almonds, to check her colic Pains; tho’ this, 
as before, does little in the Infarétion of the 
Veffels, Afterwards a kind of Cataplafm. of 
O/. Amygd. dul. to Zij, with two or three frefh 
Eggs beat up and boil’d together ta\a proper. 
Confiftence, may be applied to the Parts, and 
continued for two Days; renewing the fame 
every fix Hours. After thefe Remedies, a re- 
folutive or gentle aftringent Decoction may be 
employ’d in fifteen Days after the Birth, 
to bathe the Patient’s Parts affected. For 
this Purpofe may ferve Decoé?. Hord. or Infuf 
Rofar. Rubr. or, if a more powerful Remedy 
be neceflary, employ a Decottion of Balauft. 
Nuc. Gall. Malicor. made in Forge-water or. 
ted Wine. Add Sumac. Rof: Rubr. Cupul, 
Glandul. quercin, in order to brace up the 
Parts relaxed. | 1 

The Phyfician’s Duty is the third Thing to 
be confider’d. His Affiftance is neceflary, ef- 
pecially if the Birth be too long and difh- 
cult, and the Patient’s Pulfe is high, with 
fome other Symptoms to be hereafter men- 


_ tion’d. This is commonly the Cafe of Wo- 


men in their firft Lying-in;. wherefore, ta 
prevent griping, and extraordinary colic Pains, 
and the Inflammation of the Parts of Ge- 
neration, which in this Circumftance is to be 
apprehended, becaufe they are over as 

: the 
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the: Phyfician is to order a Bleeding, even in 
the very Labour. Let him order next a gen- 
tle cordial Potion of fome diftill’d Waters, or 
{pirituous Wine, fuch as Alicant Wine, or the 
like: To which may be. added,. Ag. Cin- 
namom. hordeat., Confect. Alkerm,.. vel. de 
Hyacinth. Nor fhould he forget to order a 
Clyfter, and make the Patient void Urine be- 
fore her Delivery; in order to evacuate the 
Reéium and Bladder, to give the more Room 
to the Infant, and render his Paffage the ea- 
fier: Care being taken that nothing affording 
noxious Hfiuvia enters their Compofition ; for 
fear they. fhould affect the Child. 

After giving you an Idea of natural Births, 
we now come to preternatural ones. In the 
former, the Bregma. of the Infant’s Head 
corref{ponds directly to the Orifice of the Ma- 
trix; in the latter, fome other Part of him 
prefents itfelf to that Orifice, as his Hand, 
Foot, Shoulder: And even tho’ the Infant’s 
Ear or Occiput prefented itfelf, it may be call’d 
a preternatural. Birth, becaufe it pre-fuppofes 
his bad Situation. The difficult and laborious 
Birth (of which hereafter) may be complicated 
with this, and even with the natural one. 

_ I thall firft fet down the Cafes of a preter- 
natural Birth, which are moft oppofite to a 
natural one: Wherefore, 1. ‘The moft oppo- 
fite Situation of an Infant, in this Cafe, to that 
of natural Births, is, when his Feet, either fepa- 
rately or jointly, prefent themfelves firft to View. 
Jn this Cafe, the Midwives fhould know whether 
there be two Infants in the Womb, for fear of 

taking 
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taking’a Foot of each. Midwives frequently 
tie the Foot which firft appears, with a Ribbon; 
for greater Precaution, till they difcover) the 
Foot of the fame Infant, for Fear of being 
miftaken, as above. «The Infant’s Feet being 
thus difcovered, muft be wrapped ina dry 
Napkin. The Midwife afterwards draws 
him gently, by the Help of the Napkin, till 
the Offa Ila, or the Infant’s Wafte, is in the 
Orifice of the Uterus. ‘Then the Infant’s Hands 
fhould 'be brought down clofe to his Sides ; ob- 
ferving in the mean while, that if his Nofe be 
turn’dto the Offa Pudzs, it fhould be converted 
to the Mother’s Coccyx; not only that it may not 
be crufh’d by thefe Bones, but that it may be 
no Obftacle in the Extra€tion of the Infant. 
He being thus fituated; and the Midwife fre- 
quently dilating the Orifice of the Userus with 
her Fingers, to render the Paflage the larger, 
the various Contractions’of the Patient fhould 
concur with the Midwife’s Efforts to exclude 
the Infant at the fame Time. But if the In- 
fant’s Chin, after the reft of his Body is ‘ex= 
tracted, remains embarrafled in the Paflage, let 
the Midwife turn it to the moft advantageous 
Side, by putting her Finger into his Mouth, 
Tho’ this Situation of a Fetus is really pre- 
ternatural, and feems the moit difficult of all; 
yet, next to a natural one, it is the eafieft, be- 
caufe the Infant’s Feet offer a very good Hold: 
For in all preternatural Births, the Infant 
fhould be always extracted by the Feet; whilft 
in all natural ones, he is deliver’d by the Head. 
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2, If the Infant’s Head offers itfelf laterally, 
its Shoulder, Ear, Ge. let him be gently put 
back, and turned to the’ natural Situation, be- 
fore he is extracted. His Head being direétedin a 
ftrait Line to the Orifice,’and the reft’of ‘his 
Body in the fame Direétion; wheteby the 
Bitth becomes natural and eafy. The Infant’s 
Shoulder is placed the fame Way, and the 
Birth becomes alfo natural; but with more 
Difficulty’ than in the’ former Cafe: Yet in 
both the Infant frequently ftill prefents the 
fame Part. 

3. If the Fetus’s inferior Parts appear, as 
his Belly, Hip, Thigh, &, he fhould be alz 
ways extracted by the Feet, after the Manner 
before explain’d ; ‘obferving that the-Mother, 
in’ this Cafe; fhould lie horizontally on her 
Back, and that one Infant’s Foot fhould not 
be taken along with that of the other, if they 
are Twins. ‘Thus you may fee that if the in- 
ferior Parts of a Fetus prefent themfelves, he 
fhould be “extra€ted by the Feet; whilft if 
the fuperior Parts firft appear, he fhould be de- 
liver’d’ by the Head, ‘if practicable. 

4. If one of the Infant’s Hands be parallel 
and clofed to his Body, ‘whilft the’ other’ re- 
maing erect in the Womb, or if both his 
Hands “be -directed upwards, and applied to 
his Head, ‘whilft he is-to be extraéted by the 
Feet, ‘the Confequence, tho’ apprehended by 
fome, cannot be fo bad: For the Orifice of 
the Uterus is fo difpofed to contract, when the. 
diftenfive Caufe is taken away, that ‘when the 

Infant’s 
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Infant’s Shoulders pafs, it may ftrangle him, 
by its fudden Contraction on his Neck, whofe 
Dimenfions are lefs than thofe of the for- 
mer; or at leaft, it may render the Birth the 
more difficult. But all this is prevented by 
the erect Situation of the Hands, as before ; 
for thefe keep the Orifice equally dilated, till 
the Infant’s Head pafles. 

After thefe various preternatural Situations 
of a live Infant, we next come to fpeak of 
the Extraction of a dead one. 

_ Itis an Affair of great Confequence, to know 
whether an Infant in the Mother’s Womb, is 
dead or alive; for if he be alive, both he ina 
the Mother thould be equally conferved and 
managed ; or if he be very weak, that he may 
partake of Baptifm ; and if he be dead, that 
he may be gently extracted at his Expence, to 
avoid hurting the Urerus. 

The Signs which denote the Infant to be 
dead, are of two Kinds, vz. equivocal, or ra- 
tional and certain. Thefe of the firft Clafgs 
are learned from what preceded, as Strokes, 
Falls, &c. on the Region of the Uterus, ex- 
ceflive Grief or Surprize, violent Convulfions, 
or what is more certain is the abfolute want 
of Motion in the Infant; tho’ if he be very 
weak, this Sign is deceitful, Moreover, fome 
Women miftake the Motion of the Vi/cera 
for that ofan Infant, and vice verfa; in which 
Cafe the Midwife fhould be very cautious. If 
the Infant be dead, there is commonly a Col- 
Japfion of the Abdomen; the Breafts become 

flaccid ; 
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flaccid; the Infant bears on the lower Parts 
of the Pe/vis, and at the leaft Motion of the 
Mother, the Child rolls in the Uterus like a 
Lump of Lead; the Bones of the Skull are 
wrapp’d over one another; an ichorous, lympha- 
tic Sanies flows from the Uterus ; the Mother is 
fubject to frequent Syncopes and other Accidents. 

The certain Signs of a dead Infant are, the 
State of the umbilical Veffels, which in a 
live Infant, have a brifk Pulfation fenfi- 
ble to the Tact, whereby it fhould be difco- 
verd. Nay, the umbilical Cord, by its fimple 
Firmnefs and Elafticity, proves the Infant to 
be alive; whilft in a dead Infant, it is foft, 
indolent, yielding to the Touch, and abfolutely 
deprived of Motion, If the Infant be alive, 
by putting the Finger into his Mouth, he will 
certainly fuck it; on the contary ifthe be dead. 
If the Placenta firft prefents itfelf, and that it 
is {till hot, it argues that the Infant is alive ; 
on the contrary, if it be cold, the Infant is 
dead. But above all, if any Part of the In- 
fant’s Body appears, and that it is livid, full 
of {mall Veficles, eafily yielding and crumb- | 
ling, the Infant is not only dead, but alfo be- 
gins to putrifie. When once he is difcover’d 
to be dead, he fhould be immediately ex- 
tracted by the Feet, as we do in all fuch 
violent Births; and it is no Matter, in this 
Cafe, whether _his Head beup or down, becaufe 
we need not then apprehend the Danger of 
fuffocating him. One Difficulty prefents it- 
felf here, vez. the turning of the Fetus, in 
: ; order 
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order to difengage the iliac Region, Shouldergs 
&c. for his Thighs are eafily turn’d; but the 
reft of his Body is fo foft and pliable, that it will 


~ ftill remaininthe fame Situation, which has fre- 


quently impofed on fome Midwives for fome 
other Obftacle. If he cannot be thus extracted, 
let the Midwife employ her Gaff, or other Tas 
ftruments intended for this Purpofe. Butwhilft 
there is the leaft Reafon tofufped the Fwvéus alive, 
~ all Endeavours are to be ufed before the inftru- 
mental Method of Extraction is attempted. 


CHoap, XXX, 
OF difficult or laborious Births. 


N the preceding Leffon, we have explain’d 
the various Sittiations of the Infant in pre- 
ternatural Births; in all which he fhould be 
always extracted by the Feet, never by the 
Head; that his Hands fhould be clofely ap- 
plied to his Sides, and that when his iliac Re- 
gion, or Offa Ilia are in the Orifice of the 
Matrix, he fhould be then turned a little, - to 
facilitate his Extraétion : And asin all Births, 
the Matrix immediately embraces and grafps, 
as it were, the Infant with his Membranes, as: 
there is no intermediate Space, we fhould bleed 
the Patient, in order to relax the Uterus; parti- 
cularly itsOrifice, to render the Infant’s Paflage 
the eafier and larger. Now Order requires, 
that we fhould come to the Explication of a: 
. difficult 
8B 


OF WOMEN. 800 
difficult Birth ; which may be defcribed a Birth 
wherein the Placenta firft prefents itfelf, or is 
attended with violent Symptoms; as immode- 
rate Hemorrhage, Convulfions, approaching to 
an Epilepfy, with a Hardnefs or Diftortion of 
the Orifictum Uteri, Preflure from Tumors in 
the Uterus, or Parts adjacent, unfeafonable 
Flooding, Straitnefs of the Paflages, Weaknefs 
of the Mother, vicious Conformation of the 
Infant, €c, tho’ all the other Conditions of a 
favourable Birth be prefent. All the Species. of 
laborious Births are reduced to the following. 

1. When the umbilical Cord or Veffels firtt 
appear in the Vagina, before the Infant, fo 
that his Head being foon after advanced, may 
comprefs thefe Veflels in the Orifice of the 
Matrix ; whence the Infant foon peritheth, if 
he be not immediately deliver’d: For this 
Cord, and the Placenta, ferve the Infant ag 
the Organs of a kind of Refpiration, indepen. 
dent of the Action of external Air; and this, 
thro’ the exalted, as it were, {pirituous Blood, 
which they conveyand receive from the Infant, 
That the faid Compreflion, as alfo fudden 
Cold to which thefe Veffels are, in this Cafe, 
expofed, by congealing the Blood, or relaxing. 
their Fibres, may kill the Infant in a Quarter 
of an Hour, or at moft four Hours, daily 
Experience proves. This Accident happens 
in two Cafes. 1. When the umbilical Cord 
is too long (tho’ it is fometimes too fhort) and: 
that it hangs from the Matrix. As foon as 
the Membranes are burfted, it efcapes and ap- 
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pears in the Vagina. 2. If the Waters aré 
very abundant, tho’ the Cord be not too long, 
as foon as their Membranes are burfted, they 
hurry and fweep this along with them thro’ 
their Rapidity ; whence it is comprefled by the 
_ Infant’s Head being foon after advanced. 

In order to remedy this Accident, if 
the Cord be comprefied by the Infant’s 
Head, that it be ftill hot, and the Infant alive, 
you are firft to return the Infant, and place him 
properly in the Womb, then to reduce theCord ; 
to hinder its Prolapfion, till the Infant’s Head 
fills the Paflage: Sorhe Midwives apply a warm 
Piece of Linnen to the Orifice of the Uterus. 
But if it continually defcends, is ftill com- 
preffed by the Infant’s Head, eludes all your 
Efforts, and that you cannot make it a natural 
Birth, the Patient is to be put in a fuitable Pof= 
ture, and you are to endeavour by gentle Means 
to extract the Infant gradually by the Feet. 

2. When the Placenta firft prefents itfelf, 
which is learned by its fpongy, foft Texture, 
and the great Quantity of Blood flowing from 
the Uterus at the fame Time, thro’ the Rup= 
ture of the Appendices cece, and Separation of 
the Placenta, which fuftain’d them before, and 
hinder’d this Rupture. This commonly hap- 
pens from Strokes and Contufions of the 
‘Womb, Shortnefs of the umbilical Cord, 
whereby the Motion of the Infant feparates 
the Placenta from the Uterus. The Placenta 
afterwards floats in the Matrix, and efcapes 
with the Waters. The fame Accident will 
happen, if the umbilical Cord be twifted about 

the 
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the Infant’s Body or Neck. The Confequen- 
cesof this Accident are the Infant’s Death, from 
a want of the Communication of the Mother’s 
Blood with its Vefflels and the Placenta; immi- 
nent Danger of the Mother, thro’ her pro- 
digious Lofs of Blood; wherefore we fhould 
{peedily fuccour both, That this may be done, 
if the Placenta ftill adheres to. its Membranes, 
which are alfo intire, they fhould be broke, to 
come at the Infant’s Body; which, after the 
Piacenta and Membranes are reduced into the 
Uterus, fhould be extracted.by the Feet; for 
that 1s more eafily perform’d in the faid Mem- 
branes, than in the Uterus, becaufe the Infant 
is more readily turn’d in them, and put into 
a proper Situation, thro’ their Lubricity and 
mucous Lining; whilft, on. the contrary, the 
rough and unequal Surface of the Urer us, would | 
impede this,Operation. But if the Placenta 
is difengaged. from. its Membranes, and that 
thefe are broke, the whole appearing before 
the Infant, they, or the Placenta. alone, may: 
be firft deliver’ d, and the Infant imongdiately 
afterwards extracted, 

3. An immoderate Hemorrhage from Strokes, 
Falls, and the other Caufes mention’d in Abor- , 
tion, ‘conttitute another kind of laborious Birth, 
This Accident,is very fatal to the Patient, thro’ 
the Lofs of ber Blood. Nor will. revulfive: 
bleeding, Aftringents, or the like, impede. it; 
becaufe the ruptured Veflels are conftantly kept. 
open .by the Diftenfion-.of the, Matrix from: _ 
the included Infant ; wherefore; to. remedy this 

D d. Effufion 
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Effufion of Blood, the Infant fhould be im- 
mediately deliver’d by Art, tho’ the Mother 
be not as yet in true Labour. If the Uterus 
be fufficiently open’d, and the Vagina relaxed, 
as they commonly are from the Blood which 
then bathes them, let the Infant be extra&ted by 
the Feet. If they be not, let them be mol- 
lified with Oil or frefh Lard, and the Infant 
afterwards deliver’d as before, and the Hes 
morrhage will ceafe more effeCtually than 
it would have done by all other Remedies. 
You are to obferve that this Hemorrhage hap- 
pens thro’ the Separation of the Placenta from 
the Uterus, either in whole or part. 

4. The Convulfions which fometimes rife 
to the Degree of an Epilepfy, and which fre- 
quently feize Women in Labour, give Room 
to this Species of difficult Birth. Thefe Con- 
vulfions are fympathetic, feeing they happen 
in Confequence of the Affeions or Imprefii- 
ons made on the Uterus, and not from any. 
local Vice intheBrain, ‘They are to be very 
much apprehended, 1. Inafmuch as they ab- 
folutely hinder Delivery. 2. Becaufe they fre- 
quently kill both theMother and Infant; for thefe 
Convulfions throw the Matrix into fuch a vio- 
lent Contraction, that it is equally on all Sides 
purfed up, and will not confequently yield in 
its Orifice to the Exclufion of the Child. More- 
over, its tonic and uninterruptive Contraction, 
as alfo that of the abdominal Mufcles, &c. is 
incapable of propelling the Infant, whofe Ad- 
vancement requires a fucceflive and protrufive 

Motion 
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Motion of thefe Parts ; wherefore, from the Re- 
tention of the Infant, we may conclude the ma- 
nifeft Danger both of its and the Mother’s Life. 

Thefe Symptoms are obfervable in fuch 
Women as have a hard and compact Ureris ; 
which will not yield to its Dilatation, efpecial- 
ly in difficult and flow Births, 

The Phyfician, in this Cafe, is to order 
fome Bleedings in the Foot, in order to eafé 
the Head, as fome Authors recommend. But 
as thefe Convulfions {pring rather from the 
AffeGtions of the Uterus, than from thofe of 
the Head, Iam of Opinion that two or three 
revulfive Bleedings in the Arm would do 
much better, as Experience proves. Next to 
bleeding, let him order acrid Clyfters of Hier, 
Picr. Vin. Emet. or the like, in order to ex- 
cite the periftaltic Motion of the Inteffines, 
which by Contiguity is communicated to the 
Uterus, As Emetics are very ufeful in all 
convulfive Diforders, fo are they in the pre- 
fent Cafe; but they fhould not be indifferent- 
ly given to all Women thusvaffected; for the 
precedent Remedies fhould be firft employ’d 
to relax the Matrix, and remove its tonic’ 
Motion: If the Uterus be thus difpofed, 
with all the other Conditions requifite for De- 
livery, then the Emetic may be given to pro- 
moté.it. On the contrary, if the Uterus be 
ftill convalféd and hard, it would not be only 
in vain to order this Remedy, but alfo dange- 
rous, by exciting thefe ufclefs Efforts, which 
may have bad Confequences ; fo the Phyfician 

Did.2) fhould 
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fhould have recourfe once more to acrid Clyfters 
to re-eftablith the Fundiions-of the Parts. If 
all the precedent Remedies are ftill vainly 
employed, a Narcotic may. be exhibited. as 
Tintt. Anodyn, to xxv Drops in a cordial Po- 
tion to be tal at certain Intervals in the 
Space-of four Hours, and this may check the 
Convulfions. -All thefe Methods frequently 
mifcarry in this Cafe; wherefore the Mid- 
wife is obliged at length. to extract the In- 
fant by force. The above Diftin@tion in the 
Ufe of the Emetic I thought neceffary to in- 
fert, here, in order to reconcile the different 
Sentiments of Practitioners upon that Subject. 
5. This laft Species of difficult Births is 
owing to the Hardnefs or Compactnefs of the 
Orifice of the Matrix; to the Largenefs of the 
Infant’s Head or the reft of its Body; the 
Mother’s Weaknefs, ic. So, if her Pulfe be 


high and full, bleed her once ortwice, and order 


Narcotics in a cordial Potion, But what is 
preferable in all thefe Cafes, if the Birth does 
not become natural and eafy, is to employ 
force, and extract the Infant by the Feet. 


A very difficult Queftion offers itfelf here, 


which we cannot pafs by, without faying fome- 
thing of the Matter, It is demanded which 


Gn difficult Births fhould be preferved the Mo-, © 
ther or the Infant. The Infant’s Life, I own. 
fhould be preferved_if poffible in all thefe Ca-, | 


fes without any Detriment to the Mother.. But 
when there are probable Reafons, that the 
one or the other mutt perifh in the Operation, 

moft 
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moft Part of learned Divines and Phyficians, 
Reafon it felf and daily practice, affirm that the 
Mother’s fhould be faved at the Expence of the 
Child’s; wherefore when Authority, Reafon and 
Example'concur in the DeterminationofanyAf. | 
fair whatfoever, we fhouldalways{ubmit thereto, 
Yet fome Divines and Phyficians of no fmall 
Note maintain that the Infant’s Life fhould be 
rather preferved, that he fhould not die in 
original Sin, which 1s wafhed away by Bap- 
tifm. But, as the Weight of their Arguments 
is chiefly built ona religious Circumftance, the 
Difficulty may be removed in moft Cafes by 
adminiftring this Sacrament to the Infant in the 
Mother’s Womb, whether any Part of its 
Body prefents itfelf to our View, or whether it 
does not, fo that the baptifmal Water may be 
conveyed immediately on this Part by the 
Help of a Syringe, breaking its Membranes, 
if they intervene; which Praétice fhould be - 
put in Execution in all difficult Births, before 
the Extraction of the Infant is attempted. 
For it is authoriz’d by able Divines and daily 
_ Example: Wherefore, rejecting the fecond, we 

fhould acquiefce in the Decifion of the firtt 


Party. 
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Cuap, XXXII. 


Of the Wochia, and other Symptoms 
confequent upou Delivery. 


N the prefent Explication I intend, 1. To 
fpeak of the Lochta. 2, Of the Colic 
Pains, to which the former frequently give 
Room, and which hold for four or five Days 
after the Birth. 3. Of the Canfes of immode- 
rate Lochig or Floodings. 

I, The Floodings called Lochia, and Purga- 
menta Puerperii, are in the Beginning in- 
tenfely red; they retain this fanguine Colour 
_ for two Days, tho’ it beginsto fade infenfibly, 
acquiring a white and milky one, ’till itbecomes 
intirely white about the ninth or tenth Day, 
and at length it becomes purely Lymphatic. ‘The 
Flux is red in the Beginning, by the Effufion 
of Blood from the Vene cece or Appendices, 
which were inferted in the P/acenta, and which 
conveyed the Mother’s Blood into that Organ 
whilft the Union fybfifted, without the Extra- 
vafation of one drop of it into the Cavity of 
the Uterus; but when the Placenta is, feparated _ 
therefrom, theBlood is difcharged by thefe Veflels 
into the Matrix, as is alfo the uterine Milk. 

The Caufes which put a Stop to this’ 
Flux are the natural Elafticity, Tonus and 
Conftriction of the faid Veffels. But as the 
Tonus of the Appendices cece is much greater 

Peres! voy ek z than 
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than that of the Colatorta Laétea, the fan- 
guine Colour of the Lochia difappears fooner, 
giving Occafion by Degrees to a milky one, 
which confequently holds longer thro’ the 
Weaknefs of the Colaforta Lactea, and thro’ the 
Quantity and Stagnation of their Contents, 
which had no Iffue before this Time, as the 
Blood of the Venue cece, had in the Placenta. - 
Moreover the va/a Lactea have more Circum- 
volutions to retain the Milk the longer, whilft 
the Blood of the faid Veins {pouts out freely, 
till their Contents are evacuated, which com-: 
monly happens in two or three Days, but 
the milky Flux fubfifts to the ninth or tenth 
Day, ’till in the End by the flow Contraétion 
of the Colatoria Laétea it becomes purely 
Lymphatic and ceafes intirely. 

II, Women who are not accuftomed to bear 
Children think that all their Pains are over, 
when once they aredelivered: But they com- 
monly undergo others after delivery, fuch are 
chiefly colicky Pains of the whole Urerus, 
or of its Sides, or which extend themfelves 
tothe Groins, The Caufes of thefe Pains are, 

1. Grumous Blood remaining in the Urerus, 
which excites its Contractions and renews, as 
it, were, the Labour, juft as if it had been an 
Infant; nor will they ceafe till this Blood is 
difcharged; and tho’ there be no fuch fan- 
guine Grumes in the Matrix, yet after De- 
livery there remains always a Kind of dull or 
profound Pain, more or lefs according to the 
Spiffitude of the Blood. ) 
Kt Dd4 2. Some. 
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2, Some Reliques of the Placenta frequent- 

ly remain in the Uterus, which folicit its Con- 
tractions, and require that the Orifice of the 
Matrix fhould be opened anew, 

3. The unequal Infarction of the Urerus, 

which’ commonly happens in its left Side, 
‘being weaker than the ‘right. For the ob- 
ftructed Veffels are fo diftended and comprefled 
that they create Pain. 
4, The Diminution or Suppreffion of the 
Lochia, whereby the weaker Side is alfo ob- 
{tructed ; whence the fupervening Contraéti- 
ons of the Uterus fo prefs the diftended Vef- 
fels, that Pain neceffarily enfues. This Cafe 
is very frequent. | ! 

s. The Pains of thie hoins; Groins, ce. 
happen according as the Ligamenta lata, ro- 
tunda or other Parts annexed to the Matrix, 
are obftructed and diftended by the: ‘lagnant 
Blood. 


SYMPTOMS. 


The Sy kipleathg ie thefe Pains are cotaiadely | 
few and moderate, 1. The Pains are the moft 
confiderable iSyiniai: 2. ‘Thefe make her 
reftlefs, and fleep but little. 3, The Lochia 
are hereby retarded, ‘or confiderably augmented. 
If the colic Pains be violent, the Contrations, 
of the Matrix are fo great as to promote the 
Flux. But if they be mild, its Contractions © 
and confequently the pation are cutinitheds 


Dia- 
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The Diforder is manifeft from the Pains in 
the Region of the Urerus. But the Caufes 
are more difficultly difcovered> Yet when you 
fee, 3 } | 

1. Grumous Blood appear, this is ‘the 
Caufe | 

2, If fome Fragments of the Placenta are dif. 
charg’d, or if you find what has been delj- 
vered of it not tobe entire, you may fufpec 
that fome of it has been retained in the 
Womb. | 

3. If the Lochiz do not flow, you have 
Room to fufpect this to be the Caufe of the 
Pains. | 

4. If none’ of the ‘preceding Caufes can be 
difcovered, you may attribute the Cant to 
_ the Infarétion of the uterine Blood-veffels or 
thofe of the Ligamenta lata and rotunda. In 
which Cafe the Pains are fituated about the 
Kidnies or Groins. 

But you are not to forget to diftinguith 
the Colicky Pains of the Matrix from thofe of 
the Inteftines. "The Pain js fluctuating in the 
latter ; but itis fixt in the former about the Re- 
gion of the Urerus, without any fenfible Ele- 
vation of the sdomen. But, as the diminifhed 
Size or Contraction of the Matrix has given 
Room to the Rarefaction and Dilatation of the 
inteftinal Air, the whole Abdomen is confidera- 
bly tumified. | 
: P Ro- 
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PROGNOSTICS., 


The Colicky Pains of the Matrix are rarely 
mortal, if they be not fo violent as to pro- 
duce an Inflammation of that Organ. 


C WR ks ; 


Immediately after Delivery, the Patient is 
totake Of, Amygd, dulce. fin Ign. extract. et 
Syr, Capili. Vener. ana Zi}. But this Remedy, 
as we remarked before, has little Effe@ in the 
Infarction and other Impediments of the 
Womb. Some recommend a Glafs of good 
Wine: But this is too ftrong, and as ineffe- 
€tual as the former. Wherefore, if the Colic 
be inteftinal, order acarminative Clyfter of 
the Deco¢tion of Matricar. Artemis, Flor. 
Mellilot and Cammomel, in quad coq. Bace, 
Eaur, vel “funip. add, Ol. Rut. f. Cyt. You 
may afterwards prefcribe an emollient Clyfter 
of Alth. Maly, Sem. Lin. cut add. Ol. Amygd, 
dulce. Vitell. Ovor. Embrocations are likewife 
ufeful: They are made with O/. Sem, Lin. to 
which you add a little of O/. Rut. to render it 
the more efficacious: This may be done twice 
a Day, the Oils being warmed, and the Pati. 
ent’s Abdomen being afterwards furrounded — 
with warm Linen. © 

If the Diforder proceeds from the retarded 
Flux of the Lochza, order a Ptifan of Artemi/. 
Chamemel.to which you addO/l. Cinuamom.or a 
little Saffron. If thefe be infufficient, and that 
the Violence of the Pain contributes to ftop 

the 
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the Flux, order fome Narcotic, as a little 
Opium, ot Thertac. 4}. Ifthe Lochia be entirely 
fupprefied, let them be treated, as we fhall fet | 
down in the next Difcourfe. If the Pain is fitu- 
ated in the Loins or Jngyina, order Emplaftr. 
de Galban. with a little of Aff, Fetid. to be 

applied to thofe Parts, for all fetid Remedies 
are not only convenient here, but acceptable 
to the Patients, But what you are to count 
chiefly on are the Clyfters, Theriaca, and Em- 
brocations, 

As to the offending Bodies which remain 
in the Urerus, they are to be extracted by the 
Midwife, and the reft to be treated as before. 

Ill. The immoderate Lochza or rather Hemor- 
thage, which happens after Delivery is a fre- 
quent Accident in this Cafe, But in General 
fome Women lofe a vaft Quantity of their 
Blood, as five or fix Pounds in three or four 
Hours, whilft others lofe not half a Pound 
during the fame Time, tho’ both find them- 
felves equally well; which depends on the va- 
rious Quantity of their Blood, and Difpofitions 
of their Veffels, whether {mall and hard, or 
large, foft, and varicofe. Women after their | 
firft Birthand Delivery commonly lofe but little 
Blood; whilft fuch as have been frequently 
delivered, thro’ the lax State and Want of Tonus 
in their Userus, bleed very copioully. 

To know when this Flux is immoderate, 
we are to attend to the Symptoms, which if 
they be violent, as Syxcope, Convulfions, &c, 
the Flux is to be efteemed immoderate: Buss 

what 
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what we have faid appears the firft Caufe of 
this Hemorrhage, wvzz. the varicofe Dilata- 
tion, and want of Tous in the uterine Veins, 
2. The Rupture of fome of the Appendi- 
ces Venofe which are implanted in the P/a- 
centa. For when they are not ruptured, their 
natural Conftriction puts a ftop to the Blood 
by Degrees. Hence it appears that all difficult 
Births, or fuch as are attended with a for- 
cible Separation of the Placenta, Be Occafion 
to this Hemorrhage. | i 

3. The exceflive Plenitude’ of the’ uterine 
Veins, and preternatural Rarefaction of the 
Blood from Fevers, {pirituous Liquors, fre- 
quent watchings, &c. give Rife to the fame 
Symptoms, 

4. Some Remnant of the Piatt, eru- 
mous Blood, or other extraneous Bodies in the 
Uterus, excite its Contractions in order to ex- _ 
pel thefe Things; but they hinder it of contraét- 
ing, and of being reduced to its natural Size; 
whence the Orifices of the ruptured Veffels are 
conftantly kept open till thefe Subftances are 
extracted, . ‘echo: 


SYMPTOMS. 


The Symptoms of this Hemorrhage are the 
fame with thofe of all other Fluxes of the 
Kind, viz. Debility, a flow, weak, or inter- 
- mitting Pulfe, the Faczes Hippocratica, Syncope, 
Palenefs fometimes approaching to a White- 
nefs, Vertigo, Dimnels of the Sight, Tingling © 


in the Ears, &c, 
Dia- 
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DIAGNOSTICS 


The Diforder is manifeft; the’ Caufes: are 
more abftrufe. But when we fee, 

1, That the Blood {pouts out per /udfultus, 
and that we difcover ,fome’ Efforts to Con- 
traction, in order to expel the extraneous Bo- 
dies in the Uterus; we have Reafon to fufpecdt 
they are the Caufe of the Hemorrhage, 

. 2. 1fthe Placenta. was extracted. by Force 
or that it was a violent Birth, | the Rupture 
of the Veflels is the Caufe. 

3. Ifby feeling the. Patient’s Pulfe we dif 
cover fhe has a Fever, and that the Blood 
runs in an uniform, uninterrupted, but mo- 
derate Stream, the Rarefaction of the. Blood 
_ and Plenitude of the Vefiels may be juftly ac- 

cufed, | | | | 
4. If none of the precedent Caufes can be. 
difcovered, it is very probable that the Hx-. 
morrhage is owing to. the Rupture’ of fome 
varicofe dilated Veflels. : 


- 


PR’ o GéNfoIs:T TC's, 


Many. women die jof this Hemorrhage; 
wherefore if it be violent-the Patient: thould 
be advertifed of the Danger, that fhe, may 
not neglect: herfelf. i 43 


~~. 
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GU'RE. 


It would perhaps furprife fome Perfons 
that we recommend bleeding in a Cafe where- 
in the Patient may perifh perhaps by a He- 
motrhage: But Reafon and Experience con- 
firm the Efficacy and Utility of this Praétice. 
That it may anfwer the Phyfician’s Intent in 
the prefent Circumftance, it fhould be per- 
formed onceor twicein the Arm, to render it 
revulfive, dimhinifh the Quantity of Blood in the 
uterine Vefiels, and by that Means to give Room 
to the Cicatrization of the Wound in the rup- 
tured Veins. The Patient’s Conftitution, &c. 
will indicate the Number of bleedings. 

After bleeding we are to examine what the 
offending Bodies in the Womb are, or whe- 
ther there be any, as a Remnant of the Pla. 
centa, grumous Blood, &c. If any fuch are 
difcovered, let the Midwife extract them, which 
can be now eafily performed, the Orificium 
Uteri being fo relaxed by the Hemorrhage. 

Having thus difpofed the Patient, let her be 
put in a proper Situation. The beft is an 
horizontal one. For if her Head be elevated, 
the Blood will be defived the more to 
the Uterus; 1f her Thighs and Nates are 
raifed, the Blood will ftagnate the more, 
and become grumous in the fame Organ, Thé 
Patient being conveniently fituated, an aftrin- 
gent Ptifan fhould be prefcribed of chalybe- 
ated Water, wherein you extinguifh a red hot 

Tron, 
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Iron. In this may be boiled Mafizc. or Rad. 
Confolid. Maj. nay you may add 4g. Rabel. 
ad grat. Acidit. For this is very ufeful in all 
Hemorrhages, If the Violence of the Flux 
ftill holds, you may prefcribe aftringent Po- 
tions of the diftilled Waters of Plantag. Burf. 
Paftor. Millefol. Rofar. Rubr. to which is ad- 
ded Pulv. Balauft. Sang. Dracon. Syr. Balaujt. 
vel Coral. to which may be joined Narcotics 
occafionally.. A {mall Quantity of this Potion 
is given every three Hours; or the following 
in Boles or Potions, Bol. Armen. Karab. Lap, 
Hemai. Gorall. Rubr. every two Houts, The 
Dofe of all together ina Bole at each'Time is to 
Djs or you may order Alum. Rup. Pulv. Sang, | 
Dracon. Sacchar, Rub. ana gr. x. cum s.q.Syre 
Corall. ut f. Ma/s. Pill, or they may be taken 
1 Boles or Electuaries, 

If thefe Remedies fail, you may have Res 
courfe to Injetions made into the Vagina, 
cold or hot, pro re nata. Vid. Flux. Menftruor. 
Immoder. You fhould infift very much, but 
prudently on your Narcotics, which are 
commonly ordered. in cordial Potions. As to 
the Patient’s Regzmen, let it be very exact, — 
nay fhe fhould take only Broths very {paring- 
ly and by Spoonfuls, dipping a little Bread, if 
neceflary, therein. Sleep and Reft ought to be 
encouraged, and the domen fhould not be 
{wathed too tight; becaufe this generally en- 
creafes the Diforder. 


CHap, 
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ee A TT 
xd ibe Suppreffion a the Lochia. 


E have poke of the Diforders of Wo- 
men which are'common to all the 
Sex, it isalfo neceflary to {peak of fome which 
are peculiar to certain. Women after De- 
livery. . Thefe principally {pring from the 
Lochia and Milk. The Diforders of the form- 
er are, the immoderate, fupprefied or diminith- 
ed Lochia; thofe of the latter we fhall explain 
in the next Difcourfe. In the preceding Chapter 
was explained the 1immoderate Flux of the Lo- 
chia; in the prefent will be explain’d their Sup- 
prefiion and Diminution. Nor will I treat of the 
Abfcefs, Sczrrhi or Cancer of the Breafts; be- 
caufe they are general Diforders which may 
happen to any other glandular Part: Moreover 
they belong to the Treatile of Tumors. 


CUA S's: 


To acquire an exact Knowledge of the 
Suppreffion of the Lochza, we fhould re- 
colle& that the Appendices Venofe and Cola- 
toria Laétea, after the Separation of the 
Placenta to which they adhered, are left 
expofed without Support; whence ‘they Dif- 
pogo their Contents till they are depleted, 

which 


i 


which Flux will hold more or lefs Time 
according to the Patient’s Temperament, 
whether replete or impoverifhed ; according to 
the Manner of Delivery, whether ealy or na- 
tural, or performed by Force: For in the laft 
Cafe the Flux is confiderable, as it is alfo in 
replete Perfons. But as fome Women have 
plentiful Lochia, and, others very little, tho’ 
both are otherwife very well, our Rule in 
difcovering the Immoderation whether feem= 
ingly large or fmall, fhould be the Nature of 
the fubfequent Symptoms, which if violent, tho’ 
the Flux be fmall, yet it fhould be deemed 
morbid. Now, we are toexamine what obftructs 
thefe Lochia, or, which comes to the fame; 
what ftops the Effufion of the Uterine Milk 
and Blood? Some of the following Caufes of 
_ this Affection are really morbid, others are not: 
Which Diftin@tion we fthall take Notice of in 
the Explication of every Caufe in particular, 

The Lochia are too early {upprefied or di- 
minifhed for one or another of the five fol- 
lowing Reafons. 

1. Becaufe the Quantity of Blood and Mille 
in the Patient's Body is too {mall and 1 imped? 
verifhed: ‘This Cafe is not morbid, 

2, When the flowing Blood is fuddenly 
infpiffated in the Urerus, “either thro’ the Mids 
wife’s Negligence, who did not timely or fufs 
ficiently cover the Patient’s Vu/va, or becaufe 
the Patient imprudently expofed herfelf to the 
cold by walking or other Accidents in her 
_ Appartment, or by drinking of cool Liquors, Ge, 

Ee 3; This 
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3. This Suppreflion may happen thro’ a 
convulfive Conftriction of the uterine Veffels 
from violent Paffions of the Mind, as intenfe 
Anger, Grief, &c. for Paffions have great In- 
fluence on nervous fenfible Parts, of which 
we may count the Mazrix to be one of themoft 
confiderable. 

4. This Diforder fprings from the Deri- 
vation of the Lochia by other Emundtories, 
particularly a Fluxus Alvz, occafioned by too 
‘much eating, a little bette or immediately | 
after Birth. for we find by Experience, if the 
Secretion of the Urine be augmented, Tranfpira- 
tion is diminifhed, & Vice Ver/fa, ‘This holds 
true of a Diarrhbva and Evacuation of the 
Lochia. 

5. Fo thefe may be added another Caufe 
which is very frequent in this Cafe, vzz. the 
Compreffion and as it were Strangulation of 
the uterine Veffels, which is caufed by the 
Inflammation of the Uterus. For we find by 
Experience, that whilft the Inflammation of 
the Lungsor Vefca, v.g. fubfifts, neither Spit- 
tles nor Urine appear, or at leaft in avery {mall 
Quantity. ..The Caufes of the Inflammation of 
the Urerus, I have explained in their proper 
Place: The moft frequent in the prefent Cafe 
are the Diftraction or Dilaceration of the Ufe- 
rus by the Midwife’s Hands, or the violent Se- 
paration of the Placenta by any other Caufes, 
Hence it appears that the four laft Caufes are 
all morbid, but the firft is not, | 
SY M- 
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1, Swelling of the Abdomen; which is ob- 
fervable in all the preceding Caufes ; except only 
in the Diarrhea, ‘This fprings from the Re- 
tention of the Lechia, whofe Stagnation necef- 

farily caufes a Tumor. 
2, The Abdomen is painful, and the Pain 
frequently extends itfelf to the Kitinscs, Hipps, 
Groins, &c. 

3. A Fever with its: GaSe pioiee from. the 
phlogiftic or inflammatory State of the dbdo~ 
men. This Fever is attended with irregular 
cold Fits, which are common in all, flight: 
Suppurations or convulfive and spainful Con-. 
{trictions of. any Organ$ both which miay be 

prefent in this Cafe. 


DIAGNOSTIC s, 


The Suppreffion of the Liochza or their Di- 
minution is eafily learned by attending: to the: 
precedent Symptoms, For we can’t deem this 
Supprefiion natural, when -fuch Lael 
appear. | 

The Caufes of this Suppreflion are more 
difficultly ‘difcovered. We fhould above all 
examine, whether the Uterus be inflamed, or 
whether. its Inflammation has given rife to 
the Suppreffion: The Inflammation of. the 
Uterus we learn by the Pain, Heat, Diften- 
HORs Senfibility and Hardnefs of the Region 

| Bie of 
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of the Matrix; which is tumified, but not pain- 
ful in all the other Cafes, except in the intefti- 
nal Flux, wherein the 4ddomen is foft, relaxed, 
and collapfed, which commonly happens a- 
bout the third Day after Delivery. 


‘“PROGNOSTICS. 


The Danger of this Diforder does not de- 
pend on, nor fhould it be derived from the {mall 
Quantity or feeming Suppreflion of the Lo- 
chia; but rather from the Symptoms which 
attend or follow the Suppreflion, efpecially 
thefe that accompany the Inflammation of 
the Uterus, as violent Convulfions and other 
Affeétions of the Head, violent Fever, and in 
a Word, numerous and violent Symptoms. All 
which denote the extreme Danger of the Dif- 
order, whilft few and mildSymptoms, or fuch 
as frequently intermit, yield great Hopes of re- 
moving the concomitant Suppreffion. 

This Diforder, efpecially in the former Cafe, 
is to be very much apprehended likewife; be- 
caufe we can’t indifferently or according to our 
wifhes employ the principal Remedies which 
remove it, as bleeding, purging, &c. 


Gt rR B: 


Let bleeding be performed as much as the 
Patient’s Temperament, &c. can bear it. If you 
expect to bring down the Lochia, by the {mall 
Flux that ftill remains, or appears now and 

: A Zu, 43, RRR 
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then, the Diforder may be intirely removed 
by Bleeding in the Foot. But if the Lochiag 
be intirely fuppreffed and no Probability of re- 
ftoring them, let the bleeding be inftituted in 
the Arm; for, if in the Foot, .it may give — 
Room to the Inflammation of the Ufrerus, 
Yet there are many Phyficians, for the Reafon 
above mentioned, bleed always in the Foot, 

After bleeding, order plentiful drinking of 
anemollient diluent Ptifan, asof 4/th. Gramen. 
Canin, pullet Broths, in which you may boil 
fome of the four cold Seeds, 

In the mean while prefcribe frequent Clyfters — 
of emollient Plants, as Sem. Lin. Alth. and 
fuch like Anodynes, Or if the Patient has eat 
too plentifully about the Time of Delivery, 
render the Clyfters gently purgative with 
Caffia; and avoid the Ufe ofaftringent Medicines, 

Along with the Clyfters may be employed 
emollient Fomentations of 4/th, Malv. Sem. 
Lin. &c., In the Decoction of thefe Plants you 
may dip a Piece of Flannel with which you 
cover the Region of the Uterus, and, if the | 
Patient can bear it, you may order the boiled 
Plants in Form of a Cataplafm to be appli- 
ed to the fame Region. If the inflammatory 
State of the Matrix is eafed or diminifhed 
by thefe Remedies, you may then prefcribe 
your gentle Aperitives, as Saffron exhibited 
Tea-wife. You may alfo order the Patient to 
bath her Feet frequently in warm Water and 
let them lie therein for a while. For this Me- 
thod, thro’ the Rarefaction of thofe Parts, fo 

Beng plentifully 
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plentifully derives the Blood thereunto, ‘that 
the Patient’s Head is confiderably relieved and 
the Lochia frequently reftored, | | 

Finally, when the Difeafe feems to be quite 
remov'd or appeafed, you may purge the Pa- 
‘tient gently with a Dilut. Ca/s. in Ser. Lad. 
taking care that the Caffia be boiled with 
Bitters, to remove its vapourith Quality, as 
the Women fay, and to corre@ its infipid 
Tafte, But if any Circumftance of Pain, Sen= 
fibility, @c. in. the Region of the Uferus 
fhould diffuade you from this Praétice, return 
once more to your diluent, cooling Ptifans or 
Apozems, made of Borrag. Cichor. Scolopendr. 
adding fome appropriated Syrup, as Syr. Ath, 
&c. and then come to your purgative Re- 
medies. 7 

In the End, when the Diforder is quite re- 
moved, you may employ emollient Injections ; 
which if you had ordered during the Pain and 
Senfibility of the Parts, had augmented: the 
Evil, by the Force, tho’ gentle, of fuch In- 
jeCtions, . het 

If, on the contrary, the Womb is really in- 
flamed, and that the Inflammation has turned 
to Suppuration and Abfcefs, you are to treat 
the Diforder, as we laid down in the Abfcefs | 
of the Urerus, : 

Ifa Diarrhea has given Rife to the Sup 
preflion, ftop the former, and ftrive to re- 
{tore the Lochia. To ftop the Diarrhea, 
you may confidently order Eleciuar. Cathole, 
aq 3}. and after the Patient is purged, let 7 

take 
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take fome aftringent Electuary, or the follow- 
ing Ptifan of Corn. Cerv. or confolid. Maj. then 
come to your gentle Aperitives, _ 


CRE An eRe RL, 
Of she Formation of tbe Milk. 


OME imagine that Milk is fecerned from 
the very Blood, But moft of the Mo- 
dems with more Reafon derive it from. the 
Chyle. Nor has it any immediate Veffels 
whereby it is conveyed from the Organs of 
the Chyle'to the Breafts; but is depofited in 
thofe Organs by the fanguine Arteries. The 
Chyle thus elaborated is depofited in the Ve/- 
cule of the Breafts, juft as the uterine Milk 
is depofited in fuch Bodies, whence fpring {e- 
veral {mall excretory Vefiels, which by their 
Union form larger Trunks, and at length Dif- 
charge their Milk into the Uterus. The Vet- 
fels are difpofed the fame Way in the Breafts, 
where the Duds rifing from the Vefcule 
are called Va/a Galaéttifera. A\l which meet 
in feven or eight large Trunks, which termi- 
nate in fo many Orifices in the Nipple of the 
Breaft. From each of the faid Veficule arifes 
a lymphatic Veflel which afcends to the 
axillary Glands, whereall thefe mammaryLym-~ 
-phaticsterminate. Hence inall painful Diften- 
fions of the Breafts from the Milk, Gc. the Pa- 
| any 3 tient 
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tient feels a Pain in the Axille: Hence 
ObftruGtions of the axillary Glands in moft 
Cancers. | 

In Girls about ten or twelve Years old the 
mammary Lymphaticks are very {mall, fo they 
receive no Humour but a thin Lymph which 
is returned into the Blood by the Way of the 
axillary Glands as above, not being fpiffid 
enough to remain in the Breafts. | 

But young Women about the Age of fifteen 
or fixteen, grow not fo fpeedily as before, 
whence they form fuperfluous Chyle, which 
by Degrees procures it felf a little Paflage into 
their Breafts; wherefore the {mall Quantity ~ 
-oef it mixed with the Lymph of the Breafts 
renders it more {piflid and lefs permeable than 
before. For which Reafon Part of it is retained in 
their Breafts, which yield a Humour approach- 
ing to the Nature of Milk, which by its Spif- 
fitude was incapable of rouling in the {mall 
Ducts of the axillary Glands. Hence the 
Breafts then grow confiderably, and they are 
deemed Mature. Viro. 

Next to thefe are pregnant Women, who, 
from the Compreffion of the Uterus and the 
Retention of their fuperfluous Blood, have ftill 
larger Breafts and more Milk, as wellinthofe 
Organs asin the Matrix: The one providently — 
inftituted by Nature to nourifh the Infant 
whilft in the Womb; the other in its turn to 
feed it when delivered. And this is fre- 
quently obferved of the Breafts even immedi- 
ately after Conception, 

7 | _ Taflly, 
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Laftly, Women newly delivered have for 
‘ two or three Days flat, depreficd, and empty 
-Breafts, thro’ the Derivation of the Milk 
along with the Floodings. But when thefe 
are once {topped, the Breafts foon grow turgid, 
and they contain much more genuine Milk 
than any of the former; fo that from the Dif 
‘tenfion of their Breafts, their Senfibility, and 
the continual Efforts of the Milk, now de- 
rived to thofe Organs, the Febris LaGea 
Springs, of which immediately. 


CHarP. XXXIV. 
Le Of the Febris luadied) 


HIS Fever as well as the milky Ab- 
{ceffes of the Breafts are diforders like- 

wile reducible to thofe which immediately fol- 
low Delivery. ‘ . 
This Diforder fometimes appears the fecond, 
the third, and fometimes the fourth Day after 
the Birth. It is fubject to‘feveral Varieties ; fome 
never have it, or at leaft have a very mode- 
rate one: Its Manner of Beginning and End- 
ing is alfo various. It is commonly preced- 
ed and attended with Tenfion, Swelling and 
Pain of the Breafts, which Symptoms frequent- 
ly extend themfelves to the Arm-pits. It com- 
monly terminates in abundant Sweats, which 
are the more copious, as the Fever, cold 
Fits, or Rigors were greater, Thefe Rigors 
| | - happen 
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happen commonly about the third Day after - 
an irregular Manner: Then the above Sym- 
ptoms appear. The Pain in the Arm-pit is 
fometimes fo violent, that the Patient is ob- 
liged to hold up her Hand continually, in 
which Cafe the Fever is commonly violent. 
Women after their firft Birth are commonly 
more fubje&t to this Fever than any other, 
thro’ the Compactnefs and as it were [mper- 
meability of the Veflels both of the Uterus 
and Breafts. But when thefe Parts are once 
fufficiently dilated to receive or Difcharge their 
refpective Humours, fhe fuffers little or no 
Fever, at moft it holds no longer than twenty 
four or thirty Hours, in others only fix, the 
Pain and Tumour of the Breafts, €c. vanifh- 
ing along with it. Others on the contrary, 
_efpecially fuch as we mentioned before, have an 
acute Fever with Redoublements. for four 
Days. Nor is it only terminated by Sweats, 
but may be alfo by vomiting or reaching to 
vomit, Reftauration of the Lochia, Diarrhea, 
&c, Let us now examine the true Origin and 
Progrefs of this Diforder which we have hi- 
therto confufedly defcribed. 


Ok US Eee 


We have before fpoke of the Vefcule 
Laétee@ of the Uterus and Breafts, and how, 
by the Conftriction of the former Organ, the 
Lochia are ftopped; whence the milky Hu- 
‘mour is derived to the Breafts, which uae = 

ti 
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tric Affinity with the Uterus. AttheRefux 
‘of this Fluid to the Mamma, of foft, pen- 
dulous, and flaccid, as they were before, they 
become by Degrees tenfe, painful, and tar- 
gid, and that in Proportion to the Quantity of 
Milk retain’d in the Blood; whence the va- 
rious Degrees of the Fever ‘evidently appear, 
as alfo from the Quality of the Milk: For if 
it be {weet, balfamic, and in a moderate Quan- 
tity, it will make no great Impreffion on n the 
Solids, nor Change in the Blood; ‘confequent- 
ly little or no Fever, or other Symptoms, will 
fupervene. But if the Milk be abundant, 
{wells the Breafts, ftagnates in their Subftance, 
and thereby becomes acid and corrofive, or 1s 
naturally acefcent, in Proportion as it is returned 
into the Blood, it kindles a Fever, preceded by 
irregular cold Fits; both being violent accor- 
ding to the Degree of Acidity and Quantity 
of the Milk: For thefé Rigours ‘never happen, 
if the Milk be not more or lefs acid, which 
infpiffates ‘the Blood, and produces Cold Fits, 
The Breatts, during this State, are not much 
tumified, thro’ the Spiffitude of the Humours, 
whereby they cannot enter the {mall Veffels of 
the Breafts; whence the Breafts are pendulous 
and foft during that Time.’ But as foon as 
the Blood is divided and attenuated by the Fe- 
ver, the Breafts begin to fwell, and the Fever 
ends in profufe Sweats. If to the great Quan- 
tity of Milk, with the precedent Quality is 
added a large Quantity of Crudities in the 
ope Vig, and other Emunctories, as we 

obferve 
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obferve frequently in fuch as eat too much 
about the Time of their Delivery, or were ac- 
cuftom’d to glut and pamper themfelves, the 
Fever will not be only much the more vio- 
lent, but even putrid, and alfo fubje&t to Ex- 
acerbations, 


SYMPTOMS, 


The Febris Laéea ends commonly by 
Sweats, or colliquative Dzarrbeas ; the laft 
thro’ the Corruption of the Crudities in the 
Prima Via, and the Irritation of the Inteftines, 
If the Sweat is not copious enough, it is re- 
compenfed by large Quantities of Urine; as we 
fee in feveral other Cafes, particularly in "Agus, 
The Diforder may alfo terminate in other 
Dulcharges. Which when diminifh’d, and the 
- Difeafe mitigated, the Breafts begin to {well a- 
gain, till they come to acertain Pitch, The 
Pain and Swelling inthe Arm-Pits, is owing to 
the Infarétion of the axillary Glands; to which 
is convey’d, by the lymphatic Veffels, Part ofthe 
ftagnant Humours of the Breafts. The fame 
Thing may happen to the Glands of the Neck. 


DIAGNOSTICS, 


The la¢teal Fever and its Symptoms are 
manifeft; for what is more evident than, 
when after the Retenfion of the Lochia, in 
three or four Days, or more, frequently in fifty 
Hours after Birth, the Breafts are fwell’d and 

painful, 
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painful, with the other Symptoms before- 
mention’d ; that the enfuing Fever is produced 
by the refluent Milk? The Fever is fo mild 
and imperceptible in fome, that the Phyfician 
is not called, nor is his Prefence neceffary ; 
efpecially for thofe who have undergone {e- 
veral Births, had abundant Lochia, &c. But 
if the Lochia were but imperfe@lly difcharged, 
that the Breafts are confiderably {welled, that 
the cold Fits are violent, and the 4/paratus 
of the Prime Vie very abundant, &c,. the 
Fever will be proportionably violent, 

N. B. That the Terminations of the Milk 
in the Breafts may be threefold, 1. That 
wherein it 1s drawn off by fucking; for the 
Breafts being thus emptied, become foft and 
collapfed, without producing a Fever. 2.’ The 
Milk is frequently evacuated of itfelf by the 
Nipple; nay, in fpight of external Compref- 
fion, thro’ the Largenefs of the Orifices of the. 
Vafa galatiifera; {o that the Patient will wet 
feveral Cloaths in a Day by this Evacuation. 
This Termination is alfo happy. 3. Several 
Women neglecting or wanting the former Suc-. 
cours, and intending to preferve the Beaut 
of their Necks and Breafts, fupprefs their Milk, 
by comprefling the Breafts (as we explain’d 
before) by the Help ofa Bandage, &c. This is 
a dangerous Method; for hence frequently 
fpring ObftruGtions, Scirrhbi and Cancers of 
thefe Organs, thro’ the Induration of the itag- 
nant Milk, ic. wherefore this Termination is 

more imperfect than any of the former, -And 
, this 


430 OF THE DISEASES 

this laft Method is more dangerous in the firft 
or fecond Birth, than in the enfuing ones, in 
which the Paffages for Refolution are larger, 
And moreover, becaufe the milky Humour is 
abundantly difcharged by the Womb in the 
Lochia, 


PROGNOSTICS. 


This Fever israrely mortal; but if theSym- 
ptoms be numerous and violent, the Milk a- 
bundant and acid, the cold Fits intenfe,_re- 
dundant Crudities in the Prime Via, attend- 
ed with Diarrhea, and milky Depofitions in 
various Parts of the Body, or with a {cirrhous 
Hardnefs and Cancer of the Breafts, or imper- 
feét Inflammation, as we commonly fee from 
Milk, the Diforder may become mortal. All 
thefe Accidents are very frequent in the Sup- 
preffion of the Breaft Milk. 


CURE, 


Tho’ there may be much faid of this Sub- 
ject, we fhall confine ourfelves to the fulfilling 
_ of the three following Intentions: 1. Todilute . 

the Milk retain’d in the Blood. 2. To pre- 
vent the Infpiffation of the flagnant Milk in 
the Breafts. 3. To evacuate both, if poffible, 
by a Diaphorefs, Diarrhea, or rather by re- 
newing the Lochra, 
To prevent the Infpiffation of the Breaft- 
Milk, and hinder the farther Growth or Swel- 
ling 


, —\ ae 
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ling of the Breafts, let them be fecured with | 
a warm Comprefs and Bandage tied about the 
Neck, to prevent, at leaft, the Augmentation 
of the Tumor. If the Tumor be form’d, and 
that the Milk begins to be infpiffated, order 
an Embrocation to be made on the Breafts, 
with warm Linfeed Oil or that of Sweet Al- 
monds, or the Leaves of red Cabbage, which 
are anodyne and refolvent; whereby the flag- 

nant Milk isrender’d more fluid, and difcuffed. 
~ With the Cabbage Leaves may be order’d the 

Mel. Narbonenf: cannot but blame the im- 
- prudent Practice of fome, who employ in this 
Cafe, feveral Acids; in order, as they imagine, 
to repel the Milk, whilft, on the contrary, they 
infpiffate and retain it in the Breafts. Such 
are Ol, Rofat. Acet. Faces Vin. omphac. &e. 

To dilute the Milk remaining in the Blood, 
let the Patient drink very» plentifully of a 
Ptifan made of Capzl/. Vener. Chammemel, or 
Chin, which alfo contribute to attenuate it ; 
as doth likewife fuggar’d Tea, or Infufion of 
the Vulneraries of the Swi//e, three or four 
Cups of either, three Times a Day; for thefe 
not only dilute the Blood, but alfo provoke 
a Diaphorefis, Sc. whereby the Milk may be 
evacuated, 

Next to the former Remedies, Clyfters fhould 
be employ’d very frequently. They are ad- 
vantageoufly compofed of anti-hyfteric Deco- 
étions, fuch as Decoé?. Melifl. Matricar. Ar- 
temis. Chammemel, which you may render laxa- 
tive, if you fufpect Crudities in the Prime Vie, 


by 
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by O/. Amygd. dul. or. Eleétuar. lenitiv. fot 
by this Means you may contribute to the Eva- 
cuation of the Milk, which we propoted in 
the third Indication®. 

If the Fever be very acute and hot, and that 
you have Room to apprehend the Inflamma- 
tion of the Breafts, &c. bleed your Patient 
more or lefs, pro re natd. As to the Part 
where it fhould be performed, recollect what 
we have faid before on that Head, In gene- 
ral, if the Lochza ftill flow, and are fanguine, 
bleed in the Foot to augment them, and to 
evacuate the Caufe of the Evil, zz. the Milk, | 
by that Way. But if the Lochza be purely 
milky, leffen the Quantity of the Blood in the 
Uterus, by revulfive bleeding in the Arm. 

Let the Patient’s Diet be very exact and 
{paring, confine her to Broths, if poffible; even 
of which fhe is not to drink plentifully, 
but in fmall Quantities, and at diftant Inter- 
vals, She muft by all Means be confined to her 
Bed; and lie therein with her Shoulders fome- 
what raifed, in order to favour the Evacuation. 
All that he drinks ought to be warm. If no 
inflammatory Diforder appear, a warm per- 
{pirative Regimen feems to be the moft proper. 


* Viper’s Greafe; thro’ its volatile Salt, is anodyne and dif: 
cutient ; but heating. It may be employed in Embrocations of 
the Breafts, butits Smell is naufeous. To correct it add O/. Liz: 


CHa Pp, 
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CHap, XXXV. 


Of the various Depofitions, Extravaja- 
tions, and Abfceffes of Breait- Milk, 


HE Tockia: and other Symptoms pro- 
duced by the Milk after Birth, are e- 
| qually known by the antient Greeks and 
Latins; but its Extravafation or Abfcefs‘to 
none but the Moderns; whence it has got no 
other Name than fuch as we have mention’d. 
That a Woman after her ‘Delivery fhould 
be reftored to good Health, orhe former State, 
It is neceflary that the fuperfuous Humours. 
of her Body, particularly the Milk, fhould be 
difcharged. This may be done’ by feveral 
Emunétories, as the Matrix in the Lochza, the 
Breafts in fuch as are fucked by their Infants; 
or if it be fupprefled both Ways, it fhould be 
excerned by Urine, Sweat, &c. But if thefe — 
Evacuations be entirely fufpended or imper- — 
fectly executed, the Milk is retained in the 
Blood and depofed in various Parts of the Bo- 
dy; whence fprings the prefent Diforder. 


CAUSES, 


All the Caufes of this Malady are reducible to 
four Claffes, of which the two firft are not 


frequent, but the two laft are very common. 
1 The 
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1. The firft isthe Hardnefs or compact Stru- 
cture of the Breafts,,.wher eby the Milk is ex- 
cluded therefrom, and obliged to remain in the | 
Blood; whence it 1s depofed in various Parts 
of the Body. ‘This Vice of the Breafts may 
be owing to Scérrdz, Cancérs and other Tu- 
mors of thofe Organs. 

2.,Tho’ there be no, Tumor inthe Breafts, 
if their lymphatic Veffels be too ftrait and 
fmall; the Milk once depofed in thefe Veflels, 
will, fettle therein, and give Room toa milky 
Abtcefs, for Want of fufficient Space and large 
Veflels to be abforb’d. . 

3. The Milk may remain’ in. the Breafts. 
or Blood thro’ its Spiflitude and Acidity, or 
by the prepofterous imprudent Methods of the 
Phyfician, ce, whence the Evacuation of this 
Humour, is flowly promoted, . of - ignorantly 
treated and fuppreffed. 

4. The.early, Suppreffion of the Lochia by 
any Caufe whatfoever, before the due Time, 
as before the Space of fifteen or twenty Days, 
&c, whence the. Milk remains in the Blood; 
Women who. give fuck to their Infants are 
rarely fubject. to this Accident, becaufe its 
Source is carried off by the Breatts, On the 
contrary fuch as fupprefs their Milk are’ very 
fubject to it, if it be not recompenfed by its | 
Evacuation thro’ fome other’ Emunéories. 


SYMPTOMS, 
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The Conk gchrléx of ithe retained Milk 
aré as followeth.’’ The Milk being mixed with 
the Blood, rouls along with that Fluid all over 
the Body, ‘continually endeavouring : to be fe- 
cerned therefrom. But as the Milk hasoa 
very great Analogy with the’ Lymph, itcis 
fon fecerned and blended with>this Humour’ 
Fence all ‘the Lymphatic Excretions: of the 
human Body become Milky, efpecially: thefe 
to which the Milk tends ‘moft.. Thus the 
Lymph is infpiffated; it confequently ob- 
{tructs its various Receptacles, and produces 
feveral glandular Tumors. * For the Circus 
lation of the Lymph is univerfal,: of great Im: 
portance, and intended: by Nature for diffe | 
rent Fiunétions:’ Wherefore from the Vice of 
this Humour ‘fpring feveral Diforders ofthe 
human Body. Lymphatic Obftrutions happen 
the eafier thro’ the languid Circulation of the 
Lymph, to which ‘contribute the feveral Res 
fervoirs which ‘it meets in its Paflage, where 
it repofes, as-it were: The Blood on the con- 
trary circulates vigoroufly, and gives the lefs | 
Room to fuch Accidents. . 

The Symptoms here mentioned of the Lifiets 
will appear the more evidently by confidering: 
the Situation of the Glands of the Bedy,’ and 
dividing the Circulation of the Lymph into: 
internal or’ proximate and «external or re-! 
mote, By the external Circulation I un=: 
derftand that of the Extremities, ‘as. the’ 

F ftigrse 6 fo slo Festi 
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Feet, Hands and external Parts of the Head, By 
the internal, is underf{tood that of the internal 
Parts of the Head and in all the Trunk, as the 
Breaft and Abdomen. Now I fuppofe the 
Glands of the Groin to be obftru€ted thro’ the 
Spiffitude of the Lymph; whofe Courfe is 
confequently retarded in the Feet; thefe fwell 
and become Oedematous. But this Kind of 
Oedema has not the Qualities of the ordinary 
ones, except its yielding to the Ta; for it is 
commonly attended with Heat, is firmer and 
more elaftic than other Oedemata; whence 
it fpeedily reftores itfelf after the Compreffion 
is removed. The Firmnefs and Elafticity of 
thefe ‘Tumours are owing to the like Quali- 
ties of the flagnant and fpiffid Lymph and 
Milk, which yield and relax the Solids lefs 
than the Serum of the other Oedemata. 'This 
Firmnefs and Elatticity of the Lymphatics, 
and the Comprefiion of the fanguine Veins, 
whereby the Blood is retarded in the Oede- 
matous Parts, give Occation to the Heat of fuch 
Tumors.. This Theory is alfo applicable to 
the Oedematous Swelling of the Hands, Face, 
&e. in Confequence of the Obftruction of the 
Glands of the Neck, and of the other fuperi-~ 
our Parts, their Lymph being alfo fpiffid thro’ 
the Cold, Gc. r 4 
If the Obfiructions be very fmall and inca- 
pable by their Comprefflion to put a ftop to 
the Lymph in the Extremities, it will fo load 
and diftend the membranous Parts of the 
Body, that Pains. will thence. arife much 
like thofe of a genuine Rheumatifm, Let 
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Let us now return to the internal Circulati- 
on of the Lymph, beginning with its Effects 
in the Head. The Lymphatic Receptacles of 
the internal Parts of the Head are fo infarcted 
with this Humour that they comprefs the 
Brain, and produce fleepy Affections, Lethar- 
gy, &e. 

The Obftruction of the conglobate Glands 
of the Breaft gives Room to difficult Refpira- 
tion, Cough, &c, If the conglobate Glands of 
the Abdomen be obftructed, feveral AffeCtions 
of that Cavity will appear, according to the 
Quality of the affected Vi/cus. But you may 
demand, whence proceeds the Variety of thefe 
Affections? Whence {pring the Lethargies of 
fome, difficult Refpiration or Rheumatifm, 
&c. of others, feeing the Caufe is the fame 
in all? 

To this I anfwer that in the human Body 
all the Parts, ceteris paribus, are not equally 
ftrong ; but that thro’ a Vice of Confirma- 
tion, or by Accident, as by the Lwes, King’s- 
evil, Scurvy, Contufions, &c. fome Parts are 
rendered much weaker than others; or that 
their Texture is fo denfe and their Lympha- 
tics fo narrow and fmall, that they give Room 
the eafier to the Stagnation of the Lymph, 
and that in various Parts, according as their 
Iefions happened: Hence fome have the Head 
affected, others the Breaft, and fo on of an 
Infinity of other Combinations. . Moreover, — 
the Head, Hands and Feet are frequently Oe- 
dematous; becaufe their Lymph is very much 

|e ae expofed 


438 OF THE DISEASES 
expofed to the Cold, whereby . it is foon con- 
gealed and rendred more’ Spifiid, efpecially 
‘en Account of the Milk with which it is 
blended, and which is very, fubject to this Ac- 
cident; whilft few Obftructions or -Oedemata 
are oblerned in the Trunk; becaufe it is co- 
: vered and k kept warm. 


DIAGNOSTIC’, 


_ As often as»we difcover Obftrudtions of the 
Glands foon after Birth, and..that the Milk is 
not fufhciently difcharged by any. Emunctory, 
we have Room to fifpec the prefent Difor- 
der. For, as moft Diforders of Children are 
referred to. Worms, fo are the, Diforders of 
Women newly delivered, to their Milk. 

That there are Depofitions of, or Abfceffes 
from the Milk, is learned more certainly from 
the Qualities of the Oedemata above explained, 
from difficult _Refpiration, from the. fixt or 
flying Pains of the Body. :. Front all which we 
may conclude that the Milk was imperfe@ly 
evacuated, and that it was. more or lefs depo- . 
fed in the painful Parts. 

As to the. Knowledge of the Caufes, it is 
of no great: Moment, “forall. are: treated by 
the fame Method; nor. do I, know. any Means 
of difcovering them, but by examining the 
Patient, But the milky Depofitions in ‘ge- 
neral> are a ae to the four Gauieg explained 
before. f 


Pro- 


nn 
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EE he Extravafation of Milk, is a Thing of 
great Importance, and not.to be neglected on 
| ‘Account of -its,Confequences,.. all ‘which are 
not’ exempt of Danger, as Suppuration of the . 
obftructed Glands, Soirrhs and CARR of oe 
confiderable Symptoms of this Diforder, are ins 
ternal Abfcefies from the Milk, which never, ade 3 
mit of a genuine Suppuration, For they.are 
more or lefs dangerous, nay mortal, according — 
to the Dignity ‘of the Part where they are feat- 
ed, and this Danger is the greater, becaufe the 
Matter of the Abfceffes ‘has no, Iffue, nor can 
be evacuated, | KL var 
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_. Two Indications prefent themfelves here. 
1. To diminith. or check. the. Progrefs of the 
Obitructions, -2. To remevethe formed ones. 
To fulfil the firft view, prefcribe frequent 
Venefection, to allay the Fever!if there be 
any, It is always ufeful in orden to: diminifh 
the Quantity of the Blood and Lymph,,and\to 
prevent the Augmentation, of;, the Obfructi- 
ons: Order it in the Arm,)‘ifethe Lochia be 
- white,.if red,..let it-be inftituted:-in the; Foot. 
“To, dilute the, Blood and Lymph, order.a Ré- | 
fan compofed. of Capill. Vener, ChamemalrRas. 
Arund. which lak is diluent and, aparitive, 
| sehen WS ec etary and 
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and is in great Vogue in the Provinces of 
France. 'To this may be fubftituted the China. 
For thefe Remedies not only dilute the Hu-— 
mours, but derive the Milk by Urine, &c, 

After thefe Remedies gentle Diuretics are 
prefcrib’d; for ftrong ones over-heat the Pa- 
tient, augment the Fever, &c. Of the above 
Clafs of Diuretics are the Infufions of Tea, 
and vulneraries of the Swiffe, a light Decoétion 
of the Root of Enul. Campan. or Pareir. Brev. - 
to which add Decoé?. Chin. which Simple is of 
the fame Tribe, Thus the Progrefs of the 
Obftru€tion is checked, 

To come to the fecond Indication. If the 
Obftruction be entirely formed, the above Re- 
‘medies more powerfully exhybited may remove 
it: During their Ufe, order antihifteric Cly- 
fters of Artemi/, Matricar. Chamemel.& Mel- 
Jilot. thefe you may render purgative by Ca- 
tholicon Diaphentc. or Decoét. Follicul. Senn, 
“The moft fuccefsful Remedies I ever ob- 
ferved in this Diforder are Purgatives, which 
happily difcharge this milky Humour by the 
Inteftines, : | 

But if all thefe Remedies mifcarry, order a 
Ptifan of Guayac. Saffafr. Sarfaparil. Chin. & 
“Antimon, crud. which you may render Pur- © 
gative by adding a Drachm of Senna to every 
“Chopine of the Ptifan, 

During the Ufe of thefe internal Remedies, 
“you are not to neglect topic Applications, as 
Catap. Mic. Pan. to the cedematous Parts, or 
rather applied to the obftructed Glands of the 
ae 5 Groin, 
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Groin, Arm-pits, &c. But asit foon dries, add 
Mel. Narbonenf; to it, in order to keep it 
moift the longer and fave you fome Pains. 

If the obftruéted Parts are void of any pre- 
ternatural Heat, or that it is quelled by the Ufe 
of the preceding Remedies; you may then 
order the Parts to be bathed with warm red 
Wine, camphired Brandy, or a Cataplafm of 
Bread and red Wine boiled together, or to 
render it more powerful, add fome camphired 
Brandy to it, efpecially when you expect to 
bring the Tumors to Refolution. Another ex- 
cellent’Topic Remedy for this Purpofe is the 
Aq. Secund. Salifpetr. in which you dip a Li- 
nen Cloth and apply it to the affected Parts, 

If after all thefe Remedies, the Tumor 
fill fubfifts and cannot be refolved, open it; 
and, to prevent fuch an Iffue of the other ob- 
{tructed Parts, order more powerful Aperitives, 
as the nonpurgative Preparations of Mercury, 
thefe of Mars, to which add Turpentine to 
give ‘em the intended Forms; you may even 
prefcribe the ordinary Emmenagoga, that by 
all thefe Means the Blood and Lymph may be 
attenuated, the Obftructions removed, and the 
Milk evacuated: To remove any remaining 
Obftacles in the Circulation, recommend your 
hot Bath Waters to the Patient. 


CHAP, 
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CHAD. “XXXVI. 
Of the Morbus_Pilaris.. 


Urfes are fubject to a rough unequal Tu- 
mor of the Breafts attended with Heat, 
Tenfion, Rednefs, commonly preceded by 
Shiverings or cold Fits, to which fucceeds a 
Febris Epbemera, which frequently termi- 
nates in thirty fix Hours; and very often gives 
Room to Suppuration and Abfcefs of the Breafts, 
of which in the next Chapter. This Diforder, 
I fay, has various Names. Some fay, by the 
Authority of drifotle, whom they cite, that it 
is called Morbus Pilaris becaufe the Patients 
are faid to have fwallowed Hair. This Sen- 
timent is palpably falfe. The Greczans call it 
OgovCacis, in Latin Grumatio, from Thrombus - 
or grumous Blood. The Greczans callit alfo 
Ouedacrs, in Latin Ca/eatio, from the curdling 
of Milk. It is called Le Poil by the French, 
with an infinite Number of other Name: 
framed by fancy. 


C -Asu is+R2S 


If we attend to the Beginning and Progrefs 
of this Diforder, we may eafily difcover that 
it takes its Rife from a ftagnant Milk lodged 
in the Vefcule of the Breafts; for the Cha- 
racter et the incipient Diforder makes this 

plain, 
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| plain, ‘by the Tenfion, and unequal Tumor 
of the Breafts, which’ in this Circumftance 
cannot fpring, from any other Source than the 
Milk, which thus obftructs: feveral: Clutters, 
like’ Bunches of ‘Grapes, of the faid Vefi cule; 
becaufe, their. common’ Duct or Vas Galaéti- 
jferum thro’ the different Caufes to be immedi- 
ately explain’d, cannot difcharge the Milk of 
thefe united Receptacles: Thefe Clufters are 
more: or lefs numerous according to the Num- 
ber. of the obftruGted Vafz Galactifera, That 
the flagnant. Milk is the principal Caufe of 
the Diforder, is alfo proved by the Diminu- 
tion or intire Removal of the Evil when this 
Milk is fucked ;: nor will any other Remedies 
be fo efficacious for its Cure; wherefore I 
prove by Faéts that it is the Origin of the 
Diforder. 

Now let us fee what are the Caufes which 
make the Milk to  ftagnate in the Breafts, 
‘Thefe are, 1. The» Spiffitude of, the Milk, 
whereby it cannot pafs by the Va/a Galaétife- 
ra to be difcharged bythe Nipple of the Breaft. 
2. A Stop put to the Courfe of the Milk’by 
the faid Veffels, tho’ there be no Spiffitude; 
both thefe Caufes may be united, and fo may 
give Occafion to a third. 

The Caufes which infpiffate the Milk are, 
1. fudden Cold, to which the Breafts are im- 
prudently expofed by the Nurfe’s Negligence, 
or any other Reafon, efpecially when they are 
not well covered and kept warm; this Caufe 
is frequent. 2. But: this is fill: more, VIZ. 

ust | . The 
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The depraved Quality of the Nurfe’s Aliments, 
and her Indigeftions, whereby a vicious Chyle 
is ingendred, which by its Mixture with the 
Blood and other’ Humours, infpiffates the 
whole. 3. The Change of the Nurfe’s Diet. 
Thus a Nurfe accuftomed to a poor and flen- 
der Diet, by good feeding on fucculent nutri- 
tious Aliments, yields fpiffid Milk. This is 
the Reafon why fome Peafants or Nurfes from 
the Country, having changed their poor Diet 
into a good one in Gentlemen’s Houfes or in 
the Town, frequently become very bad Nur- 
fes, tho’ they had all the Characters of good 
ones before. | | 
The Caufes which make the Milk ftagnate 
in the Breaftsare many, as Strokes, which re- 
lax the Veffels and deftroy their Elafticity,; 
whence they are incapable of difcharging them- 
felves of their Milk, To this may be added 
an infinite Number of other Caufes of the 
fame Kind, which by Compreffion or other- 
wife put a Stop to the Milk. Befides this 
Clafs of Caufes, there is another which fre- 
quently occurs, vz. the Nurfe’s Imprudence, 
who neglects to fuckle her Infant regularly, 
fo that in the Intervals the Milk fettles in the 
Breafts; or this may happen, becaufe the 
Nurfe has fuddenly broke off giving any more 
Milk, which fhe fhould have done by De- 
grees, Thefe Caufes, particularly the former, 
happen thro’ the Pain, Excoriation or other 
Affection of the Nipple, whereby the Nurfe 
durft. not. exhibit it to the Infant. The 
fame 
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fame Thing will happen, if the Infant be too 
weak and cannot fufficiently fuck the Milk; 
it may alfo proceed from the Condition of the 
Nurfe, for if fhe be very young and well fed, 
fhe will ingender more Chyle and Milk. than 
the Infant would be able to confume; fo the 
Remainder will be gradually accumulated in 
the Breafts, and produce the prefent Diforder, 


SYMPTOMS. 


1, The morbid Stagnation of the Milk in 
the Veficule of the Breafts {wells the Organs 
_ more or lefs fpeedily, according to the Quan- 
tity and Afflux of Milk; if it be {peedily form. 
ed, the Parts become red and a little inflamed. 
_ 2. The Tumour is rough and unequal, thro’ 
the unequal Diftribution of the Milk in the 
Veficles of the Breafts, This Inequality is more 
remarkable in the inferiour than in any other 
Part of the Breafts; becaufe the Milk by its 
proper Weight fuffers more Difficulty in at 
cending than in any other Direction, 

3. The Pain f{prings from the DiftraGion 
of the Veffels of the Breafts; the Rednefs from 
the Compreffion of the blood Veflels, the 
Heat from the great Quantity of Blood lodged 
in the Breafts for both Reafons. | 
- 4. The feverifh Chills or Shiverings may 
{pring from two Caufes. If thefe. Fits are 
flight.and tranfitory, they proceed from the 
fympathetic Conftriction of the Fibres of the 
Skin, in Confequence of the Pain of the Breaft, 

But 
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But if the cold Fits be: confiderable, with mani- 
feft Coldiiefs of the Extremities and other Parts, 
they pfoceed rather from the Abforption of the 
ftagnant Milk of the Breafts into the-Blood, 
being conveyed from thofe Organs'to the ax- 
iJlary Glands, and thence by ‘the Va/a rori- 
are of Bilfus into the fubclavian Veiny © 

- 5, The Fever is more or lefs intenfe-accord- 
ing. to the Quality of the Milk, the Patient’s 
Conftitution; the: Diathefis: of her Blood, the 


Intenfity of the Pain, &c. If the Milk is not 


abforbéd): as in Article the fourth, or if it be 
not: carried off by the Pap or Nipple, which 
is the happieft’ and’ moft natural ‘Way, and 
that inftead of a fimple Ephemera, the Fe- 
ver holds longer’ than three Days, which is the 
ordinary Term of the Refolution of this Tu- 
mour) it degenerates into Suppuration and Ab+ 
fcefs of the Breaft; of which hereafter. 

6. If the Tien out of ‘the 'Breaft be very 
great, and that the axillary Glands are {wel- 
led, the Veffels which bring back the Humours 
of ‘the pofterior Parts of the Back and Arms 
are fo comprefied, that they excite by their Dif- 
tenfion a ale Pains 1 in the mentioned Places. 


~Dracnosrics, 


Thefe Signs need no great detail, ‘the Dit 
order’is manifeft from what we have: faid 
above, particularly the Tumour, Tenfion} In- 
equality and Pain of the affected’ Breaft, cold 
Fits, Fever, Se. 

The 
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The Caufes are learned from the :Patient’s 

Relation, and other ,Circumftances, whereby 

the Spiffitude. or fimple Stagnation of the Milk 
or both together are difcoyered, | 


PRoGNOST ICS, 


_ Ifthe Fever, ends.in thirty fix Voki or 
three Days, the Diforder is rarely dangerous, 
and it has commonly a happy Termination, . 
if it be prudently treated with proper Re- 
medies, 

_ The only bad Confequences which this Evil 
may have are Sczrrhi and Cancers, when me 
Milk is dried and harden’d. in the Breatts; 

if it has a ‘Tendency to Motion and Heat, 

ca wishin may happen. | 


Curr. 


The Indications which prefent themfelves 
in this-Cafe,. are, 1. to prevent the Stagnation 
of the Humours in the Breafts, and thereby 
to hinder Suppuration by checking the Ten-. 
fion, Pain and Heat of thofe Parts. 2. The 
ftagnant Milk fhou’d be refolved. ae 

To. begin with the Treatment: In order to. 
fulfil the firft Intention, you are to confine the 
Patient to a very fri Regimen {carcely per- 
mitting her to take. any thing but a fimple 
Ptifan, 'Vhen you fhould bleed her once or 
twice, pro re nata, in the oppofite Side, to caufe 
a Revulfion from the affected Breaft: To purge 

the 
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the Inteftines, and derive the Breaft Milk that 
Way, order purgative Clyfters. Let the Pa- 
tient’s ordinary drink be an Infufion of dried 
Maiden-hair, or Red. Arundin. or Ptifan of 
the Root of China, which feems to be the 
moft ufeful, being both an attenuant and diu- 
retic. Let the Patient be alfo kept very Warm ; 
but above all her Breafts. By this Method 
alone the Diforder is commonly removed. But 
3f the Tenfion, Heat, Pain, Fever, &c. are 
only leflened, whilft the Milk flows and ftill 
{wells the Breafts, you may order a Cataplafm of 
the 4 Farin. refolvent, which you boil in a De- 
coction of Salv. Ap. Fenicul. vel Menth. add: 
— Mel. Narbonenf. vel Ol. Chamemel. vel ambo 
fim, Vhis Cataplafm is changed every fix 
Hours. The Catap. ex Mic. Pan, Croc. Orient. 
cum Mel. is frequently of ufe here. The Patient 
may alfo make Ufe of the following Powder 
three or four Times a Day. 


RK. Sem. Fenrcul. et Cumin, pulv. Myrrh, 
ana gr. x. Croc. orient. gr.v. f. Pulv, 
vel Hiledt. cum s. q. Syr. Capill. Vener, 


’ 
: 


If thefe Remedies are not ftill fufficient to 
remove the Diforder, order a Cataplafm of 
the following Remedies, which are powerful 
Refolvents, vz. Fol. utriufque Apit, Sem. Ni- 
gel, Pulver. add. Ol, Rut. for this Oil is very 
refolvent. But no Remedy is fo powerful to 
procure the Refolution of this Tumour, as 


fucking 
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fucking the Breaft. To extra&t the ftagnant 
Milk which fome Authors call Coloftrum. 
Let the Nurfe be fucked by an Adult rather 
than by her Infant, who might be incommo- 
ded by the ftagnant acrid Milk, which if ie 
can’t be extracted this Way, will have no bad 
Confequence, . 


Cuarp. XXXVI. 
Of the Choice of a good Nurfie. 


WO Things are to be confidered here, 

1, The Nurfe, 2. her Milk, After 

the Choice of the Nurfe, we thall examine 

the Things that regard the Infant, in Order 

to avoid, as much as poflible, the Diforders 

which might enfue upon the Child’s fucking 
an improper Nurfe, 

The neceffary Conditions therefore, in a 
~ good Nurfe, are commonly taken, 1. From 
her Age. 2. From the Time and Manner of 
her Labour. 3. From the good Conftitution 
of all the Parts of her Body, and particularly 
of her Breafts. 4. From the Nature of her 
Milk. 5. From her commendable Temper, 
6, And laftly, from her Manner of living. 

J, As to her Age, the moft approved of is 
from Twenty-three to Thirty, becaufe that 
during this Space Women are in their full 
Health, Strength and Vigour. She is not fo 

Gg fit 
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fit before Twenty-three, thro’ her Milk’s too 


ferous Quality, Agitations of her’ Mind,» &e. 
Befides, her Body not having yet acquired its 
full Dimenfions, cannot be fo robuit, nor fo 
capable to endise Watching, ; Labour and Fa- 
tizue: Nor is fhe fo proper Si fea Thirty, thro’ 
the Crudity, ill elaborated, and impoverifh’d 
State of her Milk, Rigidity of her Breafts, Ge, 
Moreover, not having Blood and Chyle in fo 
great Abundance, fhe cannot have Milk fufli- 
cient for the Nourifhment of the Child. How- 
ever, fome Women are tolerable good Nurfes 
from Twenty to Forty, but very feldom be- 
fore or after... Yet this differs according .to 
the Difference of Conftitutions and Climates; 
for in hot Countries Women are fooner ma- 
ture than in. cold, and fome. Women fooner 
than others, 

if, As tothe Time and Manner of her Lying- 
in, it ought to beat leafta Month or fix Weeks 
after, that, fo her Milk may, be thoroughly de- 
purated, becaufe by that Time her Body is 
aiually., purihed of the-Lochia, or Cleanfi. INES, 
which follow Labour, and the Humours, are 


no.longer diftarbed by them; nor muft it be 


above three.or four Months after Delivery, 
that, fo the. may be able to complete the Lae- 
tation of the Child, and that there be no Ne- 
ceflity of changing her afterwards for another, 
- She ought not to have mifcarried, but to have 
been breught to-bed at her full Time ofa 
eelihy Child; for tis a Mark of a good Con- 


{titution 


5 a = 
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| ftitution: And it ought to be her fecond or 
third, that fhe may by Experience know the 
better how to tend .her Nurfery, and have a 
greater Quantity of Milk, by the Relaxation 
of her Breafts. A Woman, who has fuckled 
another’s Child with Succefs, is to be prefer- 
red to one who has given fuck to her own only, 
 becaufe the. gives Proof, that her Milk not 
Only fuits: her own, but even anothers. In 
my Opinion, notwithftanding Cuftom other- 
wife prevails, as I would prefer the Milk of the 
Child’s ownMother to that ofany otherWoman, 
fo do I think all Milk better when only twelve 
or fifteen Days old, than when three or four 
Month’s, that the Child’s Body may be there- 
by kept open. And -ifa Nurfe be required 
fora female Infant, J would chufe one that 
has lain-in' of a Girl before one that has had 
a Boy, with this View, that all the Difpo- 
fitions: of this accidental Nurfe being nearer 
thofe of the proper Mother of the Infant, 
whom fhe is to fuckle, her Milk, may be the’ 


-. more agreeable to the Age and Contftitution of 


her Uittle Charge. | 

III. As to the healthful Conftitution of her 
Body, ‘tis the principal Thing, and on which 
almoft all ‘the reft depends. In general fhe 
muft be very healthy,. of a good Habit of 
Body, and free from any Diftemper; fhe 
muft come of found and: healthful Parents, who 
were never tainted with the Venereal Infection, 
nor fubjec to the Gout, Stone, Rheumati/n, 

ats Mao iG giz King’ s- 
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King’s-Evil, Leprofy, Scurvy, Confumptior, 
Falling-ficknefs, or any other tnfectious heredi- 
tary Difeafe; and that the herfelf does not in 
the leaft participate of any of the afore-men- 
tioned Ma/adies; that fhe be not leucophleg- 
matic or dropfical, nor fubject to Catarrhs, 
the Phthifick, Jaundice, Hyfterics, Nephritic 
Pains, or fuch like 4/fectzons; that fhe hath 
no Excrefcences, as Warts, &c. nor the leaft 
Sufpicion of the Venereal Difeafe ; but that — 
her Skin be white, neat, clear, and free from 
all Impurities. Her Hufband, if the hath one, 
ought to be likewife characterized by the 
fame healtful Symptoms. She muft be firong, 
the better to watch and tend the Child in all 
Things neceflary for it. Let her be of a 
middle Stature, neither too tall nor too 
low, well fhaped and perfect in her Limbs, 
neither crooked nor wry; moderate in 
Flefh, neither too fat nor too lean, becaufe 
a Perfon of fuch a natural Symmetry performs 
all the Funéfions more perfectly. She muft 
not likewife have her Men/es; for there. are 
Nurfes, who prefently after they have lain-in 
(that is within two, three, or four Months) 
are taken with their Purgations, a Thing which 
{eldom happens to good Nurfes; it being a 
Sign that their Blood is too hot, either be- 
caufe their Temperament is fuch, or from | 
fome amorous Pafiion, or otherwife. lL efides, 
the Malk at fuch Time is divided, one Part 
of it being carried off with the Menjirua, 
wilt the other, which is derived to the 
Breatis, 
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Brea{ts, being in a fmall Quantity, is infuffici- 
ent to nourifh the Babe; for this is the Courfe 
of Nature, that the Mén/ffrua, which are re- 
tained in Nurfes, as well as thofe in preg- 
nant Women, are appointed for the Nourith- 
ment of the Child. Moreover the Milk dur- 
ing the Time of her Cour/es, is not only in 
a lefs Quantity, but is alfo fomewhat acrid 
and charged with Salts, inafmuch as it parti- 
cipates of the Qualities of the Blood, which 
then thro’ its extraordinary Agitation is very 
much altered,’ In fhort, whenever ¢he/e hap- 
pen, the Infant muft be taken from her, be- 
caufe fhe is more fit to conceive than to Nurfe; 
and if fhe continues nurfing, fhe does but ime 
pair the Child’s Health. This is but too 
often experienced, Some Nurfes when ¢be/e 
happen, are careful to wafh their own Linen, 
and make ufe of other Contrivances to pre- 
vent their being difcovered, for fear of lofing 
their Bread. . 
N. B. Notwithftanding it is generally 
obferved, that if a Nurfe hath her Terms, 
the Infant is deprived of its Nutriment, @e, 
yet there are fome who will have it, that 
this Affertion does not always hold good: For 
if a Nurfe, fay they, who has her Cour/es, 
has then lefs Milk than ordinary, and if ’tis 
yellowifh, four, and waterifh, they own fhe 
muft be changed; but if fhe has the fame 
Quantity that ‘fhe ufes to have, and its Qua- 
lity the fame, there’s no Occafion for it, and 
GE 3 the 
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the Evacuation is the pure Effet-of a Ple- 


thora, or, increafed Quantity of good Blood, 


occafioned frequently by the Nurfe’s having 
a better Diet in the Fantily, than fhe could 
afford to take to herfelf at home. ‘The State 
of the Child, and the Advice of a fkilful Phy- 
fician, mut decide the Matter. 

Nor fhouldthe Nurfe beSubject to the Whites; 
for fuch Superfluities denote a lax Texture of 
Body, an Acrimony in the Blood, enervate and 
exhauft Nature, and often ferve to conceal a 
worfe Difeafe. Let her be of a fanguine Com- 
plexion, which may be known by her Ver- 
million Colour, not altogether fo red, but in- 
clining to fair; of a firm and found Flefh, not 
foft and flabby. Women whofe Hair is black- 
ith or of a Chefnut-brown, commonly make 
the beft Nurfes. Thofe who are of a bilious 
and melancholic Temperament, who are red- 
haired, or freckled in the Face are not fo good, 
becaufe the Milk of fuch, and fometimes alfo 
of thofe who are a Black-haired and white 
fkinned, is generally hot, fharp, and of an ill 
Tafte ae Smell *, She muft not be fubject 
to grofs and foroy Humours, becaufe they 
mix and fettle in her Milk, as ‘the proper Re- 


ceptacle. This is evident in Women who are 


addicted to Pains, Tumours, and Defluxions, 


* Red-haired Nurfes are not liked, by Reafon of ‘diets rank 
Smell, foetid Breath, Sweat, &c. as Experience. proves; and 
this thro’ the Acri imony of their Hacburs' yet if ey be young 
and healthy, they may be employed. 


@5 
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as watering, at the Eyes, €c. when they d° 
not fuckle ; but being Nurfes, thefe difappear, 
and they enjoy a better State of Health, than 
when they are not Nurfes; the Milk, at that 
Time, being the Vehicle by which thefe Ail- 
ments and others difcharge themfelves, and 
confequently are communicated to the Child, 
Thefe Women feem to be good Nurfes as 
Jong as the Children, are. fat; but their, Fat is 
foft, and the Infants dull and heavy; and com- 
ing to breed Teeth, they are very fickly and 
commonly die, by Reafon of the Flux of Hu- 
mours that pufh them forward in too great a 
Number at a Time. The Nurfe fhould be 
clean and neat, both in her Perfon and Ap- 
parel, that no bad fimell may proceed from 
any Part of her Body. She fhould alfo have 
a comely Face, a lively Eye, and a pleafant 
. chearful Countenance. She fhould have good 

Eyes and Sight without either caft or Blemith. 
Her Breath muft be fweet, her Teeth found, 
white, and well-fet, not having any rotten or 
fpoiled, left her Breath fhould {mell fetid, and 
thereby become pernicious to the Infant, be- 
caufe the Nurfe that conftantly kiffes .the 
Child would infe&t its tender Lungs by often 
drawing in her corrupted Breath., This ought 
to ake us cautious, and not fuffer every Bo- 
dy indifferently to handle and careis our Chil- 
dren. She fhould have an agreeable Voice, 
to pleafe and enliven the Child, and :fhould 
{mile often to divert it. She fhould likewifs 
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have a clear and diftinét Pronunciation, free 
from Impediment, the Tone and Dialect of 
any particular County, that the Child may 
not learn a bad Accent from her, But above 
all fhe muft not be with Child, becaufe her 
Milk then does not flow fo plentifully into her 
Breafts, but daily grows thick and acrid, di- 
minifhes and dries up; the Blood being con- 
ftantly and chiefly brought to the Womb, for 
the fupport of the Fetus; it being the primary 
Intent of Nature, during Pregnancy, to pro- 
vide chiefly for the Infant in the Uterus. 

IV. The Nurfe’s Breafts fhould be pretty 
large, to receive a fufficient Quantity of Milk, 
but not big to Excefs; they fhould be long 
_and pointed, approaching the Form of a Pear, 
that the Milk may the more readily flow to 
the Nipples; and not round and flat, becaufe 
they are not fo elaftic, nor fo fit to exprefs 
the Milk, which partly ftagnates in their 
Circumference: They fhould be equal, full, 
foft, and free from Lumps, -or any particular 
Hardnefs, or Scars, which hinder the Perco- 
lation of the Milk, They muft be indifferent 
firm and plump, not flabby and hanging 
down, that their native Heat and Elafticit 
may be the ftronger, They muft not adhere 
too clofe to the pectoral Mufcles, but rather 
project. After fucking they fhould become 
flaccid and collapfed, becaufe this argues 
that they are rather membranous than flefhy, 
that their Veficule are very large and capable 

: of 
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of containing much Milk, but they fhould be 
afterwards foon replenifh’d and grow turgid; they 
fhould be alfo pretty feparate, or at a proper 
Diftance from each other, and not fat or car- 
nous, and clofe together. The Nurfe ought 
* to be broad and full chefted, that the Milk 
may have the more Room to be prepared 
and flow ; befides, ’tis a Sign of Abundance of 
vital Heat. ‘The Breafts muft not be handled, 
prefled, or expofed to the Cold; for the firft 
renders them flabby, the fecond hinders the 
Secretion of the Milk, and the third caufes 
its Infpiffation. Add to this that large and 
full Breafts in a Nurfe ate a Sign of a good 
Digeftion ahd much Chyle. : 

The Nipples are efteemed for being long 
and flender, of a moderate Size and Firmnefs, 
and a little raifed, not too fhort or thick, hard, 
eriftly, or deprefled: If the Nipple is too {mall 
or fhort, the Child can’t lay hold on’t, and 
only fumbles with it; if it is too big, it fills 
the Mouth fo that the Child ‘can’t fuck; if it 
be too. hard’ it is not eafily drawn, and the 
Child fucks in more Wind than Milk. The 
Nipple is alfo more efteemed if its Per- 
forations are numerous and diftinét, and that 
it is not chapped and cleft at its Bafis, The 
Milk by a gentle Compretlion fhould readily 
flow and fpout out at a good Dittance, in fe- 
veral {mall Streams like a Garden Water-pot. 
It thus often flows when we take the Child 
from the Breaft.as foon asit hasdrawn the Nip- 


ple. 
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ple. When the Milk flows in this Manner, 
the Child fwallows it with eafe; nay, the Mill 
very often runs of itfelf from the Breafts, thro’ 
their natural Elafticity and Contraction; which 
is alfo a Sign of a good Nurfe. 

V. We thall now treat of the Qualities of 
good Milk, particularly of its Confiftence, Co- 
Jour, and Tafte, 

1, The Milk thould be of a thickith Con- 
fiftence, not wheyith or watry, but capable of 
remaining upon the Hand, without running 
off upon a imall Inclination, thereof. This 
may be eafily judged from the Nurfe’s milking 
fome into her Hand or upon a Plate, and 
then inclining it. If it immediately runs off 


upon a {mall Inclination ’tis a Sign of its be-— 


ing too thin; but if it remains fixt or runs 
off with Difficulty, upon a great Inclination, 
*tis a Mark of its being too thick. The former 
pafies too quickly, and does not fufficiently 
nourifh the Infant; the latter is difficult of 
Digeftion, is binding, and fticks to the Mouth. 
The beft is that which flides off gently in Pro- 
portion to the turning of the Hand, leaving 
the Place where it paffed a little ftained,’ 

2. It fhould be of a certain white Colour 
peculiar to Breaft-milk, which 1s better con- 
ceived than exprefled, but the whiter the bet- 
ter. Ifthe Milk be too ferous, it is blewith, 
becaufe the Particles of the Serum are more 
predominant than thofe ofthe Chyle. Young 
Nurfes, or thofe at their firft Lying-in, have 

fuch 
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fach Milk, Infants fometimes want it to purge 
them and dilute their Humours. If the Milk 
be yellowith, it denotes its Spiffitude, its De- 
lay in the Breafts, or a Mixture of Bile, in 
thofe particularly who are fubject to the Jaun- 
dice; whence it lofes its natural Sweetnefs and 
Benignity, and becomes fharp and acrid, 

3. The Tafte of the Milk principally con- 
fifts in its Acrimony and Sweetnefs, both 
which are difcoverable by the different Im- 
preflions fome Drops of it make on the Eye 
and Tongue. It muft be perfectly well tafted, 
that is, fweet and fugared, without any Acri- 
mony or ftrange Flavour. If it is four, it gives 
the Child Gripes; if it is hot and acrid, it 
caufes him to break out in Pimples. In 
fhort that is preferred which is white, fweet 
tafted, well fcented, and of a good Confiftence; 
as that is_rejeted which foon turns four, is 
thin, or fmells or taftes ftrong, either imme- 
diately, or any moderate Time after it is drawn 
out of the Breaft; which is faid to be the 
Cafe of Milk. afforded by fuch as are Red- 
haired or ufe hard Labour. It is better the 
Nurfe fhould have much Milk, rather than a 
moderate Quantity, yet fhe ought not to fuf- 
fer the Over-plus to remain in her Breafts, left 
it might turn four, curdle, and inflame them. 
The Defects of the Milk are to be corrected 
according to Art, which may be performed 
by proper medicinal Means and a convenient 

Diet, 
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Diet, and that as well with Refpect to its 


Quality as Quantity. 

We now come to examine the Infant in 
order to difcover whether the Nurfe be good 
or not in Reality, tho’ fhe had been chofen 
before as fit for her Office, Yet it may hap- 
pen that the Nurfe may be very good tho’ her 
Child does not thrive, for her Milk may 

erfeCtly agree with many others, 

1. If the Child be frequently wet, has co- 
pious Urine and Faces, it denotes that he is 
fed with a great Quantity of Milk, 

2. If the Urine be infipid or fweet and 
pure, it argues a balfamic Quality of the 
Breaft-Milk. » But {trong fcetid Urine, or fuch 
as ftains the Child’s Linen with a brownith 
Line betwixt the dry and wet Part there- 
of, denotes the Acrimony of the fame Milk, 
You may conclude the fame Thing, if the In- 
fant is fubject to frequent Excoriations of his 
pofteriour Parts, if his Feces be hard and 
greenifh. In which Cafe the acrid Diathefs 
of the Nurfe’s Milk fhould be corre@ted, or 
fhe fhould be changed. But the only Rule 
in general we are to follow here is the State 
of the Infant; for if he be healthy, fat, of good 
Humour, fleeps well, Gc. nothing is to be 
accufed; on the contrary, if he be troublefome, 
fleeps little, falls off, &c. | 

VI. And laftly, fhe fhould be of an agreea- 
ble chearful Temper, not melancholy, drunk~- 
en, or paflionate, as well becaufe it makes an 

early 


wt <n 


OF WOMEN. AGI. 
early and bad Impreffion on the Child, as be- 
caufe it doth extraordinarily heat. the Milk; 
therefore, fhe fhould at all Times prudently 
fupprefs the various Paffions of the Mind, 
fince they affect the Infant in no fmall De- 
gree. In fhort fhe fhould bea well-mannered, 
modeft, fober Perfon, endued with Love, Pity, 
and Tender-heartednefs, not given to Wine, 
yet lefs to the Excefs of Venery, but fhe may 
moderately ufe the Former, and not altoge- 
ther abftain from the latter; efpecially if fhe 
is of an amorous Complexion and paflionately 
fond of her Hufband, in which Cafe it is 
thought advifeable to allow conjugal Conver- 
fation now and then, provided that fhe does 
not give the Child fuck an Hour or two after 
the Enjoyment, otherways fuch a Nurfe being 
debarred of this Liberty grows diffatisfied, 
peevifh, fleeps little, lofes her Appetite, and 
confequently has lefs Milk; and the little the 
has is of an ill Quality, wherefore, there’s a 
Neceffity for changing her, 

The Nurfe’s Diet fhould be nourifhing and 
eafy of Digeftion, fuitable to her Child’s Tem- 
perament, and not contrary to her’own. She 
fhould carefully abftain from all falt and acrid 
Food, as well as from high fpiced Meats, 
ftrong or fpirituous Liquors, Acids, &c, She 
ought to enjoy a healthful Air, ufe moderate 
Exercife, and avoid the Inclemency of the. 
Weather, She ought not to fait too long, nor 
fhould fhe be too nice, luxurious, nor intem- 

perate 


462 OF THE DISEASES 
perate in her eating or drinking; for a good 
Appetite in a Nurfe is a Sign that the Milk 

is well fecerned, as an Inappetency or a De-. 

fire for acrid. and high feafoned Meats fhews 
the contrary; fleep ought to be moderate and 
taken at a due Diftance from Meals. 

Thefe Cautions well obferv’d in the Choice 
of a Nurfe, may prevent not only the various 
Diforders in Children, which flow from the 
Ufe of a bad Milk, but alfo the vicious In- 
clinations they often imbibe with it, and 
which are often indelibly entailed upon them, 
If then the Cafe ftands thus, that every Di/- 
order of the Nurfe is a reat Detriment to the 
Infant, furely upon this Account, ally Parents 
ought to know her well, to whom they en- 
tryft thefe dear Pledges ‘of their facred and 
ndtural Defires. 


Crap, XXXVUL 


Of the Atal ohana Abfcefs, Ulcer, 
Fe. of the Breafts nee Malk., 


“BE “HE Breatts, like all other Putts; are fub- 
a] ject to Inflammation in W omen, and 
that by feveta! Cauies. But Nuries are more 
particularly attacked with thefe Maladies, not 
only thro’ all the Caufes which give it Room 
in other Women, but by the Febris Laéfea 

and 


OF WOMEN. 463 
and morbus Pilaris, which I own, terminate 
frequently by Refolution; but if the laf in 
particular does not end in three Days, a.Syftro- 
phic Inflammation may fupervene, which has 
_ rarely any other Termination, than an Abfcefs 
and Ulcer. 

The Caufes which make the Inflammation 
ofthe Breafts fubfift till it gives Room to Sup- 
puration, are all thefe which are capable of 
hindring Refolution; and they are three, 
1, Redundant Milk, which fo diftends the Ve- 
ficule of the Breafts, that they obftruct and 
ftrangulate. the Onfices of all the adjacent 
Vafa abjorbentia, which ferve in Refolution 
to. return the ftlagnant Humors: Thus we 
find that the Neck of ‘the Bladder is con- 
tracted, when its Body is over diftended with 
Urine. This accident is very frequent in the 
Febris Laétea and Morbus Pilaris.. 2. The 
Spiflitude of the Milk;,. whence it cannot 
roul by the {mall Veflels. which fhould abforb 
it and. which receive at beft but its moft 
fluid Parts, the reft remaining in the Vefcule, 
till by Degrees it is harden’d, and till it forms 
a Scirrbus, if it be unfit to produce Inflam- 
mation. 3. The Acrimony ofthe Milk, .where- 
by it ftimulates' the Vefiels, excites their Con- 
vulfive Conftriction, gives Room to the Stag- 
nation of the Blood and to, Inflammation. 

Now if Refolution be once prevented, and 
Inflammation formed and continued, and that 
towards the End the Symptoms of Inflamma- 

| | tion 
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tion become more intenfe, as the Tenfion, 
Pain, Heat, Rednefs, Fever, €c. it denotes 
the Rarefaction of the included Humots and 
that Suppuration is at Hand. The {welling of 
the Breafts to this Pitch, fo compreffes the 
large arterial Trunks, that the Patient fenfibly 
feels their pulfative Motion. The Suppura- 
tion being formed, the Rarefaction of the 
Humors is diminifhed, the tumified Part be- 
comes flaccid and fubfides, and all the men- 
tioned Symptoms ceafe. But you are to re- 
mark, that of all Suppurations none is fo flow 
and imperceptible, as that of milky Tumors, 
or fuch as are formed of a Mixture of Blood: 
and Milk; for this Matter is fo fweet and 
balfamic, that it hardly irritates the Veffels, 
and for Want of a corrofive Acrimony it is 
not fubject to gain far into the neighbouring 
Parts, the Pus is moreover extremely white, 
But in purely fanguin Inflammations, the 
ftagnant Humor is fo charged with Salts, 
that its Progrefs is {peedier, it ftimulates the 
Veffels, excites their Ofcillations, the Pus is 
acrid, and fufes at a great diftance, and is of a 
grey Colour; wherefore milky Abfceffes are 
much more fupportable, fo that fome Patients 
bear them for a long Time without any mani- 
feft Danger, whilft the Abfceffes of fan- 
guin- Inflammations, befides the foregoing 
Symptoms, frequently kill the Patients like- 
wife, by flow Fevers and other Symptoms 
arifing from the Abforption of the corrofive 
us. 
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Pus. Yet when the milky Pus remains a long 
‘Time included in its Czfa, it diftends the 
Skin in feveral Points of the Breaft, renders it 
thinner, and raifes fo many Elevations, ‘To con- 
ceive the various Eminences which we fre- 
quently obferve in thefe Abfceffes, you are to 
mark that the Subftance of the Breatts is, 
as it were divided into many Bunches of Ve- 
ficule like Grapes, each Bunch of which is 
tied toa common Pedunculus; this is the com- 
mon excretory Duct of thofe Veficule, whereby 
their Milk is conveyed to the Nipple, where 
all the common excretory Ducts meet, 
wherefore you are only to imagine that all, or 
feveral of thefe Clufters have fuppurated, and, 
like fo many feparate Abfceffes, have each their 
particular Elevation. 


DIAGNOSTICS. 


Nothing is eafier difcovered than the Ab- 
{cefs, and other united Affections of the Breafts - 
For you firft obferve the Inflammation, which, 
inftead of being refolved, has ftill fubfifted, 
and that at Length its Symptoms return 
more vigoroufly; whereupon Suppuration’ is 
begun, and necefiarily ends in an Abfcefs; this 
you learn by the Diminution or entire Ceffa- 
tion of all the Symptoms of Inflammation, by — 
the Collapfus of the Parts, by the FluCtuation 
of the included Matter, and by the Elevations 
of fome Parts of the Breafts, | 
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PrROoGNOSTICS.. 


This Diforder is rarely mortal; but it is 
very painful, thro’ the Senfibility aye membra- 
nous Texture of the Breafts. It is likewife 
very tedicus and difficult of Cure, becaufe the 
enfuing Ulcer is commonly fordid, and can 


never be well deterged, thro’ the Sponginefs | 
of the Breafts. It is very troublefome, be- 


caufe it hinders the Nurfe of performing her 
Office, whether with Regard to her own Infant 
or that of another. Finally, it may be very 
dangerous if it terminates in a Sczrrbus and 
Cancer, thro’ the Induration of the ftagnant 
Matter; but thefe Confequences are very rare. 


Car Rim 


From the preceding Theory may be deduced 
four different Cafes or States of. the Diforders 


of the Breaffs. 1. Their Inflammation. 2. Inci- | 
pient Suppuration. 3. Confirmed Suppuration — 


or an Abfcefs, 4. An Ulcer. 

1. In the Inflammation, which I faid pro- 
ceeded in this Cafe moft commonly from the 
Febris laéica, or Morbus Pilaris, the Patient’s 
Regimen in general fhould be very exact; for 
fhe may be confined to light Broths and a 
fimple Piz/an. 2, She fhould drink plentifully 
of fome Péi/an gently Diuretic, as that of 
Maiden-hair, light Decoction of China, or In- 
fufion of the Vulneraries of the Swiffe. 3 

Clyfters 


- 
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- Clyfters compos’d of emollient, anodyne, and 
fometimes laxative Remedies. 4. All thefe are 
infufficient without bleeding, which will do 
Wonders, provided it be performed feafonably 
and {peedily ; it may be ordered in the Arm 
or Foot according to the Circumftances, as 
we remarked before with Regard to the Lochia 
and Men/trua. 

External Applications are of no great Ser- 
vice here. If they be required, order an 
anodyne Cataplafm, as de Mic.Pan. cum Lad. 
“which is called the anodyne Cataplafm per 
Excellentiam, that this may be the more relaxing, 
and remain moift the longer, you may add to it 
Mel, Narbonenf: or make your Cataplafm of 
_ Rice and,Milk, adding the Me/.. Narbon. or 
O/. Lin, or make one of Oat-meal and Honey 
without the Help of Fire: This is emollient 
and cooling, and confequently fit for checking 
the Pain and Inflammation. 

Fomentations may be alfo criptived of | 
fimple Cow’s Milk, or mixed with a Decoc- 
tion of A/th. to which may be added a little - 
Saffron. 

The Inflammation thus treated is commonly 
removed by Refolution, which I own is very 
flow in this Cafe; for it rarely happens be- 
fore the feventh Day. But if in Spight of all, 
it turns to Suppuration (of which in the Bi 
cond and third Article above) bleed frequently, 
change your anodyne emoljient Cataplaims for 
maturative ones, which you make of the Pulp 
+ ~ Alth, Malv. Branc. Urfi nm. Sen. Lin, vel Lilior. 

| Hh 2 Bulb, 
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Bulb. coét. five fup Cinerib.affat. To the above 
Pulp in order to render it of a more putrifying 
Quality, you may add fome Bafilicum, This Ca- 
taplafn muft be changed every fix or ten Hours 
pro re nata, If thefe Cataplafms are not fuf- 
ficient to promote Suppuration, when it can- 
not be otherwife avoided, make a Cataplafm 
of Snails and apply it to the affected Part. 

As for Platters, they over-heat the Breafts; 
wherefore they are not to be ufed. 

The Abfcefs is the confirmed Suppuration. 
This Species of Abfcefs fhould not be laid 
open too early, left the hard concrete Points 
difpofed to fuppurate, by opening the Abfceds, 
fhould remain always hard; when it is fit for 
this Operation, the Incifion fhould be large 
in Proportion to the Size of the Tumor. If 
there be feveral fmall Holes or Orifices in the 
inferior Part of the Breafi, as commonly there 
are, a general Incifion in the moft dependent 
Part will ferve for all. But Nurfes rarely 
permit us tocome to this Operation, they dread 
it fo much, and to be candid, I cannot difap- 
prove their Refolution: For they can bear this 
Tumor a long Time without Danger, and 
the Cicatrix, which follows the natural 
Aperture of the Abfcefs is much lefs and ea- 
fier cicatriz’d, than that made by the Knife: 
Wherefore I would leave it’s Rupture to Na- 


ture; when the Abfcefs is open’d by Art or. 


- Nature, let the whole Breaft be gently com- 


prefled, to exprefs the Pus; nor would I re-_ 


commend to you then to make ufe of Tents, 


which © 
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which might greatly protract the Cure, and 
bring on very ill Symptoms, but rather intro- 
duce for your firft Dreffings fome dry Lint, 
‘afterwards applying a Pledget. In a‘ Day or 
two after this, you make Ufe of the common 
Digeftive, to which, you add O/. Ovor. to 
Tender it fofter and more balfamic. When 
you intend to deterge the Ulcer, employ De- 
ott, Hord. cum Mell. Rofat. vel Unguent. 
mundificat. de Apio, or what is better, if the 
Ulcer be fordid,. Unguent. Virid. After you 
thus drefs the Ulcer, if you difcover any hard~ 
Points in its Circumference, or in the Breaft, 
apply a Cataplafm of Barley or Oat-meal with 
Honey, which will relax them and will keep 
the Breaft and Ulcer warm, which fhou’d be 
always done; if there be any Sinus’s in the 
Ulcer, Injections calculated as well to rectify 
the Matter, as to cleanfe away the Sordes, may 
be employ’d. | 
-. You are to remark that when a Nurfe is 

thus affected, fhe fhould fuckle her Infant no 
longer, even with the found Breaft; for the ill 
Breaft woud afford nothing but a naufeous 
Matter, and the fucking would augment the 
Evil; moreover by fuckling with the well Breaft, 
the Derivation of the Humors would be fo 
great, that it would be thrown into the fame 
Diforder with the ill one, wherefore the Nurfe 
fhould abfolutely defift from her Office; and 
to carry of the Milk another Way, fhe may 
be gently purged now and then. | 


Hh 3 Cuap, 


gyo OF THE DISEASES 


CHap., XXXIX,) 


Of the Fiflure or Rhagades . of the 
Breafis 


‘ei HIS Diforder is called fzffure in Latin, 
& Rhagades, in Greek. 'Thefe Fiffures are 
obfervable very frequently in the Lips, 
-where they are tranfverfe, in the Funda- 
ment they are round, in the Preputium they 
approach to the fame Figure; they may hap- 
pen, ina Word, in all the Parts of the Body 
naturally wrinkled. But we intend at prefent to 
take Notice of none but thofe. of the Nipple 
of the Breaft, which are alfo round. 


CAUSES. 


Fiffures of the Breaft acknowledge four 
Caufes in general. 1. When the Breaft yields 
little or no Milk, either. thro’ the Narrownefgs 
of the Orifices of the Va/a galaétifera, or 
that the Quantity of Milk is very little. In 
both which Cafes the fucking Infant pulls and 
diftends fo violently the Nipple, that he cau- 
fes thefe Fiffures. 2. If the Infant’s Saliva be 
very acrid, it corrodes the fame. 3. Aphthe or 
Thrufhes in the Infant’s Mouth render it {o 
hot, that by that Means and the purulent 
Matter which it yields in the Time of fuck- 
ing, the Fiffures may be produced, 4. A Child 

| who 
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who has venereal Ulcers in its Mouth will 
_ be fubject to the fame Difeafe; as to the Treat- 
ment of this laft Caufe, I refer you to that of 
‘the venereal. Diforders. 

~The Breaft being thus ulcer’d, grows worfe 
by Suction, becomes very often inflamed in 
the affected Part, and the Fiffures become {fo 
large as to make the Nipple fall off. 

The Diagnoftics of this Evil are manifeft, as 
to the Prognoftics, the Diforder is rarely mortal. 


CURE. 


In the Treatment of thefe Fiffures, we are 
to confider them when they begin and when 
they are confirmed. 

Inthe Beginning, let the Patient be bled; 
fhe fhould not give fuck but with the found 
Breaft, nay fhe fhould abfolutely defift, from 
fuckling witheither. If the Malady beadvanced, 
make anEmbrocation on the affected Breaft with 
Ol, Cer, vel Ol. Vitell, Ovor. the firft Oil is pre- 
ferable, being lefs acridand lets f{ubje&t to corrode 
or irritate, than the Oil of Eggs; this being con- 
tinued for fome Time, let the Ulcers be dried 
up with 49, Calc. vel. Aq, Aluminof: and when 
the Time comes to cicatrize.them, make ufe 
of Emplaftr, de Ceruff. vel Diapompbol. Un- 
guent. alb. Rhaf: Mel.rofat.vel Amylum, Any of 
the three laft are preferable to the reft, being 
more gentle and mild for thefe tender Parts, 
After every drefling you may wafh the Part 

with Lime-water. 
Preis ae Ae ae If 
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If the Fiffures be larger, the Suppuratio 
and Ulcer profounder than ordinary, the Cure 
will be a little more tedious, and you will be 
obliged to drefs with fome Digeftive, which 
fhould be mild; then proceed to your drying 
Remedies, as before, | ? hs 

If the Nipple falls off intirely, you mutft 
treat the Part with vaft Caution, according to 
the Method hitherto explain’d. 

The Lofs of the Nipple being of great Confe- 


quence to Nurfes, they leave nothing untried. 


to recover its Ufe by recompenfing the Lofs ; for 
this Purpofe they order fome young Perfon who 
facks ftrongly, to fuck this Part, till by that 
Means it grows long enough to yield fufficient 
hold to the Infant; others prefer a {mall In- 
ftrument of Tin made like the Cup of a Nut, 
buat perforated at each End, to be applied on 
the Part where the Nipple was before, that 
by the Compreffion of this Machine a Kind of 
Nipple may be gradually formed within its 
Cavity. But the two following Methods are 
moft in Vogue, and lefs inconvenient; the 
firft confifts in the Ufe of a glafs Cup formed 
like the Breaft, and perforated in its Top, 
to yield a Paflage to the Part where the Nip- 
‘ple fhould be form’d; this they apply very 
clofely to the Breaft, which afterwards fhould 
be fuck’d by an adult Perfon in the Part 
where the Nipple was before, which prefents 
it felf thro’ the Hole in the Summity. This 


is repeated, till the Nipple is long enough. . 


The fecond Method I prefer to any; it con- 
fifts 
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fifts in the Ufe of an ordinary glafs Bottle, 
which is well warmed by filling it with hot 
Water, or otherwife, then lay its Mouth on 
‘the Part where the Nipple fhould appear; | 
the Air in the Bottle being thus rarified, the 
Milk of the Breaft begins, by the external Com- 
preffion of the Air, to diftil by Drops into it; 
thus the Compreflion of the Mouth of the Bot- 
tle on the Part, with the Diftention which the 
Milk makes, extends the Nipple, fo that by 
repeating this Action it becomes long e- 
nough, . , 

As to the Tinkling which the Patient, as. 
well in the prefent as in feveral of the form- 
er Cafes, may feel, let her inftil into her 
Ear a little of the Deco@tion of Millepedes 
alone, or rather mix’d with Oil, and it will 
remove the Diforder. | | : 

Tho’ fome fancy that if the Nurfe’s Milk 
finks in Water fhe is with Child, & e contra, 
yet this is a CAzmera without any Foundation, 
The Colofrum or Breaft Milk, which is, before 
or towards the End of the Febris lacfea, ob- 
ferved in the Bréafts, is very providently intended 
by Nature to purge the Infant of the Me- 
conium ; fo he may fuckit, if he is not other- | 
wife purged. 


CHAP, 
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Ce ep OER 


The Manner of treating pregnant and 


parturient Women. 


S our prefent Explication 1s built on fe- 

veral practical Rules hitherto deliver’d, 
and varies little from them; it fhall be there- 
fore very fhort: For Ill content myfelf ¢o 


fketch out only the principal Remedies which ~ 
are employed, for Women in the above two 


States. 

Thefe are Bleeding, Emetics, Quinquina, and 
Aperitives: All which fhould be very cauti- 
oufly prefcribed, tho’ they rarely have any 
bad Effects, or procure Abortion, otherwife 
thefe Accidents. would have been more fre- 
quent, nor are they to be dreaded if they are 
not exhibited very largely and frequently; 


wherefore thefe Remedies never procure Ab-. 


ortion directly even in this Senfe, without fome 
particular Circumftances, as fome previous 
Difpofition of the Mother, &c. For how often 
do we fee bleeding, purging Gc. liberally ad- 


-miniftred without any ill Confequence of this - 


Kind: Yet, as thefe Difpofitions very often 
Jie hid from us, we fhould never order fuch 
Remedies, but in fome manifeft Danger of 
the Woman, which cannot be avoided other- 
wife, and then we may order them purfuant 
to the critical Decifion I have given before 

touching 
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touching the Mother and Infant’s Life: For 
when we have very probable Reafons that the 
Mother, or Infant, or both together, may perith 
thro’ the Diforders of the former, we are 
always to fave her Life at the Expence . 
of her Infant, when it cannot be otherwife 
avoided: Now of the Remedies. | . 

1. Bleeding may be inftituted in all Stages 
of pregnancy; nay in the Foot, if the Patient 
has violent Head-achs, Delirium, malignant 
Fever, or fuch like Affections of the Head ; 
as alfo in an Exryfipelas of the Face, wherein 
bleeding in the Foot is not only abfolutely ne- 
ceflary, but alfo the principal Remedy; it is 
likewife done in the Quinzy, and many o- 
ther prefling Diforders of pregnant Women; 
but if they be mild, and the Advantage 
of bleeding in the Foot does not confiderably 
furpafs that of the Arm, let it be performed 
in the latter. : | 

The general Precautions to be obferv’d in 
the bleeding of the Patient, are principally to 
bleed firft in the Arm, if the Cafe does not 
very much prefs; this Bleeding may be repeated 
two or three Times pro re nafa: If it does 
not fucceed, order a bleeding in the Foot; 
nor fhould this bleeding be _ precipitately 
ordered. | 

2. This Practice varies according as Preg- 
nancy is advanced; for bleeding in the Foot 
is very dangerous, v.g. in the firft or fecond 
Month, before the Placenta is {ufficiently 
connected to the Uferus; nay the Death of 

fo Ad the 
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the Mother fhould be apprehended, before it 
fhould be ordered. I rarely order it before 
the fifth Month, I was once called to fee a 
Patient big with Child, having a violent Fe- 
ver with feveral Affections of the Head, &c, 
~which gave me Room to fufpect fhe had the 
{mall Pox: Wherefore feeing the eminent 
Danger fhe was in, I order’d her a bleeding 
in the Foot, which furprized all the Affif- 
tants, faying that fhe would unavoidably lofe 
her Infant, nor would the Surgeon without 
fome Difficulty perform it. But after I told 


‘them my Reafons and convinced them of — 


the Neceffity of this Practice, the bleeding in 
the Foot was performed with fome Reluc- 
tance. Soon after the fmall Pox began to 
appear, and the Patient was cured without 
any Detriment to her Infant, to the great 
Aftonifhment of all her Acquaintance. 

2. Emetics or Cathartics as the Patient’s 
State will indicate; both which, particularly the 
former, are ufeful when the pregnant Woman 
has any confiderable Affections of the’ Head, 
as Lethargy, Apoplexy, Delirium, Somnolen- 
cy, malignant, or continent Fevers, great In- 
digeftions, and feveral other Diforders, wherein 


this Remedy is indicated. But more efpeci- © 


ally when Nature feems to affect vomiting, 
and if this is habitual; for the Axiom, 
Vomitus Vomitu curatur, has Place in fuch a 
Symptom. Yet you are to obferve the fame 
Rule here as in the preceding Cafes, uz. you 
are to avoid thefe decifive Remedies, if you 
can 
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can poffibly recover the Patient without them: 
Nor are you to employ them when the Matter 
is evendoubtful. But when you are morally 
fure the Mother cannot otherwife efcape, you 
areto make ufe ofthem, and when once you are 
determined to exhibit them, you fhould pre- 
- vent their ill Confequences. The principal 
one isthe general Motion and Shock they give 
the whole Body, which is the greater, the » 
emptier the Stomach is; for vomiting without 
a Diicharge is the worft of all, To avoid this 
Inconveniency, before the Exhibition of the. 
Emetic, the Patient isto drink plentifully of a 
fimple Pzz/an, or of a Decoétion of Carduus Be- 
nediétus. In general, I rarely order an Emetic 
for a pregnant Woman before the fourth or 
fifth Month of her Pregnancy, but never inthe 
Firft, &c. if fome of the preceeding extraor- 
dinary Cafes do not oblige me. | 

The Bark I feldom or never order, if the. 
Patient has not a Fever with fenfible Redou- 
blements. Yet this Remedy ina {mall Dofe 
isvery good to promote Digeftion ; and confe- 
quently may be ferviceable to the Infant: Nay 
fome pregnant Women take a {mall Quantity. 
of it at every Meal. But as it attenuates the 
Blood, it may provoke the Menfirua. This 
Inconveniency neverthelefs is prevented, by fuf- 
ficient bleeding before the Ufe of the Bark, 
and next to order it ina Tincture, in order 
to diminifh and mitigate its attenuative Qua- 
lity. Nor did I ever difcover any bad Effects 
therefrom, when exhibited with thefe Cauti- 

I | ons, 
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ons. Tho’ when it firft appeared in Europe, 
feveral Phyficians rofe up againft it, thro’ the . 
bad Effects they related of it, which I am 
more apt to attribute to its prepofterous Ap- 
plication, than to any Quality of its own. 
- Aperitives are alfo fometimes neceflary dur- 
ing Pregnancy, as when the Patient is attacked 
with the Jaundice, obftructed Glands, &c, 
‘Fley are borrowed from the Preparations of 
Tron or Mercury. , 

As to the Ufe of Aperitives, you are {till to 
obferve the fame Rule, vzz. to employ them 
when they are abfolutely neceffary with Re- 
gard to the Mother. But you muft always _ 
fufficiently dilute her Blood, ordering but fmall 
Dofes of the Aperitives, to palliate rather than 
cure her Diforders, till you can treat her with 
lefS conftraint after Delivery. , 

There are two Remedies fometimes em- 
ployed in Pregnancy, whofe Ufe is very much 
‘difputed, fome being extremely prejudiced for, 
others againft them. Thefe are cooling mine- 
ral Waters, which are taken warm, and Baths. 
I own thefe Waters have been formerly very 
prejudicial to pregnant Women, who ufed to 
drink five or fix Pints in a Morning of them. 
But modern Phyficians are more referved in 
this Cafe, and rarely recommend above a Pint 
and an half at a Time of them, which preg- 
nant Women may take without any Danger. 

Baths are likewife ufeful; nor can I compre-_ 
hend -how they may be hurtful to thefe Patients, 


I own that by comprefling the Surface of the 
: Body, 
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Body, they may drive the Blood more plenti- 
fully to the Vz/cera and to the Matrix. But 
this is Momentary, and incapable in almoft all 
Cafes to feparate the Placenta from the Urerus, 
as fome imagine it will. And this is fufficiently 
recompenfed by deriving the’ Blood foon after- 
wards to the Surface of the Body, thro’ the 
Relaxation produced therein by the Bath; and — 
who would refufe to employ thefe Remedies 
ina Nephritic Cholic, and feveral other Cafes 
of the fame Kind. Yet.a prudent Phyfician 
fhould fometimes avoid their Ufe, in order to 
preferve his Reputation ; for Fear, if he mif- — 
carried, it may be attributed to his Igno- 
rance, feeing the Matter is not yet decided by — 
all Phyficians, © Re 
In the next Place it will not be amifs to 
fay fomething of the Ufe of the fame Reme- 
dies in the acute Diforders of deliver’d Women. 
r. When bleeding is indicated in General, 
or as it is evacuative, it may be indifferently 
performed either in the Leg or Arm, except . 
when the Abdomen, or any Part under the Dia- 
| phragma, isafteted with Inflammation: Then 
in particular it fhould be ordered in the Arm; 
in moft other Affections of the fame Parts, 
it may be done in the Foot. But as fome are 
afraid of this, to avoid Cenfure, it’s better 
to follow the common Practice. If the Lochia 
are diminifhed, and if they be ftill fanguin, 
bleed in the Foot, to reftore them. But if 
they be intirely fuppreffed, Nature muft not 
be forced; fo it is better to bleedin the Arm, _ 
es 3 2.7 
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2. If during the Suppreffion of the Lochia, 
the Patient has feveral Affections of the Head, 
order an Emetic, to remove the latter, and 
provoke the former. But you may objed, 
that the Lochia may be very abundant, and 
that the Diforders of the Head may {ftill fub- 
fift. ‘This Cafe I own is very difficult, and 
perhaps unreafonable, that I may not fay i im- 
poffible, and tho’ it occurred, I would not 
order the Emetic. But I would rather leave 

the whole to Nature. 

3. 1f the Patient hasan intermitting Fever, the 
Bark may be exhibited, efpecially if the bare 
chia do not flow well: For it checks the Fe- 
ver, and augments the Lochia; wherefore I 
would not recommend it: When thefe are plen- 
tiful, or if the Fever abfolutely require it, let 
it be given in a {mall Dofe in a boiled Emul- 
fion. 

4. Aperitives are rarely given after Delivery, . 
efpecially if the Lochza flow well; if not, or 
if any other prefling Circumftance demands 
them, they may be cautioufly exhibited, 
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